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KATE THOMPSON TELLS EMMA WELLS HOW SHE 
TURNED HER TERRACE HOME INTO A BRUTALIST BEAUTY

W
HEN Kate Thompson 
was looking for an 
architect to extend 
and refurbish her 
Victorian terraced 

Shepherd’s Bush home nine years 
ago, she was adamant she didn’t 

want anything too conventional. ‘I 
didn’t really know exactly what I 
wanted when I set out,’ says Kate, 41, 
a personal assistant whose former 
clients include accessories doyenne 
Anya Hindmarch, ‘but I knew I didn’t 
want anything too predictable. One 

architect came up with designs for a 
classic, Kew Gardens greenhouse-
inspired extension and I just knew 
that wasn’t the look I wanted.’

Despite loving the traditional, 
streetside façade, Kate’s insistence 
that she wanted a new, rear space 

that was unorthodox, rather than 
twee, but still practical for her 
growing family, led her to Luke 
McLaren and Robert Excell,  
who co-founded Chelsea-based 
architecture and interiors practice 
McLaren.Excell in 2010.

‘A friend suggested I look at their 
website, and I immediately loved 
their work,’ Kate says. ‘I tried to 
contact them, but a computer glitch 

meant my email somehow got lost in 
the ether for a few months,’ says 
Kate. ‘In the meantime, we simply 
replaced the windows and did a bit 
of painting. As medical students had 
lived in the house before, one of 
them was always asleep in one of 
the bedrooms, so we had never 
actually had a chance to see the 

NEW ON THE BLOCK

 Practical magic: The new  
 space was created with  
 Kate’s growing family in mind 
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whole house at one time. It was a 
chance to see how the light worked 
in all the rooms.’

When the email was finally 
retrieved, Kate was keen to get 
started on what was to become the 
antithesis of your standard refurb – 
and a breakthrough commission for 
Luke and Robert. ‘This was about 
making something extraordinary 
out of the very ordinary,’ Luke says. 
‘Our remit was potentially a very 
humdrum brief: a ground-floor 
extension and loft conversion. But 
what wasn’t so conventional was 
the client’s approach. Our task was 
to come up with a design that 
rejected the typical solutions.’

The result was a daring two-
parter: a multi-faceted rear 
extension, clad in corten weathering 
steel, which rusts beautifully when 
exposed to the elements, and a new 
kitchen/dining space, which is a 
symphony in concrete. 

The material is used for floors, 
walls and even built in furniture 
elements. ‘You see concrete 
everywhere in interiors now, but 
back in 2011, it was still quite 
unusual,’ Kate says. ‘But I loved its 
texture, and knew it would hold the 

warmth of the underfloor heating 
all day.’

As Kate knew it would be hard to 
find furniture to suit such a 
futuristic space, she asked the 
architects to create, out of a 
single piece of solid 
concrete, a sculptural 
kitchen work 
surface, with 
built-in sink, 
leading down to 
a large dining 
table. ‘I had to 
be completely 
sure about this,’ 
laughs Kate. ‘I 
knew once the 
table was in, the 
only way to get it out 
was to bring a bulldozer 
into the back garden. Plus, I couldn’t 
be too neurotic about dinner guests 
dropping things on it, in case it 
stained. I had to think of the table 
as a living, organic element in our 
home, and not be too OCD about it.’

To avoid too brutalist an effect, 
the concrete is softened with 
bespoke grey elm kitchen cabinetry, 
and two skylights. The space has 
views over a low-maintenance 
garden lined with raised concrete 
and corten planters. Elsewhere in 

the four-storey, 2,014sq ft home – 
which Kate shares with her children 
Agnes, nine and Arlo, seven – 
texture, colour and pattern give a 
cosier feel. Although the ground 
floor could have been fully open-

plan, Kate wanted to keep 
three separate rooms – the 

kitchen, a grown-up 
living room and play 
room – ‘so if I am 
tired and there is 
mess and toys lying 
around, I can close 
the door on it.’ 

In the main living 
room, with its original 

marble fireplace and 
cornices, a collection of 

treasured books lines the 
walls, with a green striped rug, 

on the oak herringbone floor and 
soft velvet cushions on the pale 
sofas. This gentler palette continues 
over the first and second floors, too, 
with Scandinavian whitewashed 
Douglas fir boards and exposed 
brickwork. On the first floor, there 
are three large bedrooms, and on 
the second – reached by the winding 
Victorian stairwell – a fourth, with a 
bathroom finished in smooth, grey 
Moroccan tadelakt plasterwork. ‘It’s 
such a fabulous alternative to tiling 
and grout,’ Kate says. ‘It is so low 
maintenance and never gets grotty.’

A new staircase leads to the light-
filled loft conversion, also designed 
by Luke and Robert. ‘This is my 
escape at the top of the house,’ Kate 
says. ‘When I am up here working, 
nobody is allowed to disturb me.’

Kate has now put the house on the 
market for £1.6million, and says she 
is keen to take on another project – 
but maybe not such an ambitious 
one next time. ‘I might just do the 
walls and flooring next time,’ she 
muses. ‘Though I do like to make  
my mark...’ 

 £1.6m, themodernhouse.com 

‘It’d take a bulldozer 
to get the table out!’

Homely: 
Softer 
patterns and 
textures are 
used to give 
the home a 
cosier feel, 
above and 
left. Green 
ferns offset 
the user-
friendly clean 
lines of the 
garden, right

» From Page 15

Grey matter: 
Moroccan 
tadelakt 
plaster in the 
bathroom, 
inset above; 
one of the 
light and airy 
bedrooms, 
left 
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Deceptive: The ordinary façade gives no clue to the 
innovations within; the imposing kitchen, below

GET THE LOOK

Concrete isn’t 
just for walls and  
floors, you know. 
Chiswick-based 
Living Concrete 
creates bespoke 
tables, chaise 
longues and sofas 
in reinforced 
concrete. A dining 
table costs from 
around £2,750 and 
a chaise longue 
from £1,850. Wall 
panels cost £87 per 
sq m. living 
concrete.co.uk

Kate burns these toxin-free pure 

beeswax, antibacterial candles 

in every room. The Handmade 
Beeswax Candle costs £45. 
batch001.com

One of Kate’s favourite shops, 
homewares and accessories 
store Black Bough, in Ludlow, 
Shropshire, is a rural secret. These 

smart yet rustic striped cotton 
napkins come in two different, but 

complementary, stripe patterns. 52cm x 
52cm, £4 each. blackbough.co.uk

A green 
and cream 
chevron-
pattern rug looks 
great on an oak 
floor. Try the 
Sigourney Flatweave 
Green/Beige rug, 
from £73.99.
wayfair.co.uk

Oak herringbone flooring 
has a classic, timeless 

style. The Parador 
Trendtime 3 Nougat 
Oak matt lacquered 
engineered 
herringbone 
flooring costs 
£73.49 per sq m. 
luxuryfloorings 

andfurnishings.
co.uk

Kate used smart Scandi tap 
company Vola for her kitchen taps. 
The KV10-19 Deck mounted single 

lever mixer, with double swivel 
spout, in natural brass, 

costs £1,105.20.
en.vola.com

Sick of grotty grout? Tadelakt 
is a versatile Moroccan 
plaster that’s a stylish, user-
friendly alternative to tiling, 
and can be used on internal 
and external walls. £177 per 
sq m (inc. labour) from Decor 
Tadelakt. tadelakt.co.uk
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BREAKING NEW GROUND
GET YOUR HOUSE HUNTING OFF TO A GREAT 
START WITH A LOOK AT THE LATEST LAUNCHES, 
SAYS ANDREA DEAN

TWELVE  
TREES PARK 
West Ham E16,  
from £385,000 
More than 50 per 
cent of this well-
connected new 
neighbourhood is 
dedicated to green 
spaces, and it will 
eventually provide 
more than 3,800 
homes plus shops, 
restaurants and a 
central wifi-enabled 
park. Studio, one, two 
and three-bed 
apartments are for 
sale in Evergreen 
Point, the first 
building unveiled. 
berkeleygroup.co.uk

KILNERS GRANGE
Tongham, Surrey GU10, from £434,995
Less than two miles from Aldershot station, these three, four and five-bed houses are available to 
reserve off-plan. Purchasers are given a number of design options – such as selecting kitchens and 
tiles – and the properties are easily adaptable for WFH, with a designated study or generously sized 
spare room. dwh.co.uk

THE TRAMYARD 
Balham SW17, from £799,995
Garden Villas is the latest phase in Joseph Homes’ development 
on Balham High Road. Spread across two floors, it consists of 
five two-bed and one three-bed spacious split-level homes with 
en suites, their own balconies off bright kitchens and dining 
areas and private patio spaces. tramyard-balham.co.uk

PROSPEROUS 
APARTMENTS 
Forest Hill SE23,  
from £475,000
There’s an abundance of 
riches inside this boutique 
scheme of seven one, two 
and three-bed apartments,  
at the end of a private mews. 
Features include oak flooring, 
sliding doors out to their own 
garden or terrace, and smart 
heating and lighting systems. 
hamptons.co.uk

HOUSEBUILDER Hill is  
running a new series of webinars 
to help purchasers understand 
the complexities of buying a new 
home. The first – focusing on 
Help to Buy London and how it 
can help you step onto the 
property ladder – takes place at 
5pm today. 

Click on the link on Hill’s 
home page, hill.co.uk, to register, 
and send your questions in 
advance to webinars@hill.co.uk
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BREAKING NEW GROUND

BLACKHORSE VIEW, 
Walthamstow E17, expected to start 
from £315,000
There are 350 studio, one, two and three-
bed apartments being launched this 
Saturday in a partnership 
between Barratt London 
and TfL, with 50 per cent 
affordable housing 
from B&Q.  
The Zone 3 scheme 
is opposite 
Blackhorse  
Road station  
and enjoys  
views over 
Walthamstow 
Wetlands and  
Lee Valley Park. 
barrattlondon.
com

ASPECT APARTMENTS, 
Canary Wharf E14, from £150,250  
for a 25 per cent share of £601,000
A collection of 26 one-bed shared ownership 
apartments in the Wardian London 
development, which consists of two 
modernist waterside towers. Each home has 
floor-to-ceiling windows, a sleek, handleless, 
fully integrated kitchen, built-in bedroom 
wardrobes and a balcony. nhgsales.com

HUNTLEY WHARF 
Reading, Berks RG1, 

from £307,500
When complete, this 

development – on the site of 
the former Huntley & Palmers 

biscuit factory in the heart of the town – will 
consist of 765 one, two and three-bed 

apartments. Homes are designed to reflect the 
industrial heritage and many incorporate a 

balcony or terrace overlooking the River 
Kennet. huntleywharf.co.uk

THE HAWTHORNS 
Stoke Mandeville, Bucks 
HP22, three-bed houses 
from £430,000
This month sees the 
launch of a range of two-  
to five-bedroom houses 
located in a charming 
Chilterns village, which 
benefits from good 
schools and a station  
with direct trains into 
Marylebone station.  
Turfed front gardens, 
bicycle storage, private  
car parking and a choice  
of kitchen units and 
bathroom tiling are all 
provided. abbeynew 
homes.co.uk

CLAPHAM PLACE  
Clapham SW9, from £525,000
With its villagey vibe and great 

transport links, Clapham is always 
sought-after. These one, two and 

three-bed apartments have open-
plan layouts with high-spec 

kitchens and a private 
balcony or terrace. 

There’s also a 
concierge, gym 
and communal 

roof terrace. regal-
london.co.uk

ST MICHAEL’S 
HURST 
Bishop’s Stortford, Herts 
CM23, from £309,995
The final tranche of homes  
in the current phase of  
this new community is  
made up of two-bed coach 
houses and two, three and 
four-bed houses, blending 
traditionally inspired 
architecture with 
contemporary interiors. 
countrysideproperties.com
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PHIL
VICKERY

MY FIRST
HOME

‘I’m a farmer’s son so 
I’m not scared of graft’
THE EX RUGBY STAR WASN’T FAZED BY DIY WHEN IT CAME TO HIS FIRST HOUSE

A LOOK AT MAISEMORE 
Maisemore is a pretty village with a great location, 
nestled just 2.5 miles from Gloucester on the west 
bank of the River Severn. The village is overlooked by a 
15th-century church, and housing stock is made up of 
many large detached properties, both modern and 
period, including some delightfully twee thatched 
cottages. Properties in Maisemore had an overall 
average price of £470,833 over the last year. Overall, 
sold prices in Maisemore over the last year were seven 
per cent up on the previous year and eight per cent up 
on the 2016 peak of £435,833 (rightmove.co.uk).

Scrum-ptious:  
Phil has been doing a 

lot of home baking 
during lockdown

MY FIRST HOME

P
HIL Vickery, 44, may have  
a fearsome reputation as 
the formidable former 
captain of the England 
rugby team and member of 

the World Cup-winning side in 2003, 
but his home-baked muffins also take 
some beating. The former Celebrity 
MasterChef winner has spent 
lockdown indulging in his passion of 
baking, launching a food-collection 
service in Gloucestershire. With the 
opening of his No. 3, his new 
restaurant in Cheltenham, delayed due 
to coronavirus, Phil rethought the 
business model and went click and 
collect instead.

When and where did you buy 
your first home?
I bought my first home quite young.  
I was 21 when I moved to Gloucester 
and had been renting for two years 
before I decided to buy somewhere.  
It was a massive thing getting a 
mortgage. Growing up on a farm, I 
knew nothing about mortgages and 
neither did much of my family. I think 
I am now the only person to have 
bought in my family even now.

So, why such a big step?
I’ve always been a bit different. No 
one left home from the farming family 
and went anywhere. I fell in love  

with rugby and that gave me the 
opportunity to travel and see things. I 
moved to Gloucester to rent, and then 
I got offered a professional contract. I 
debuted for England and was making 
reasonable money and buying seemed 
like the expected thing to do. A lot of 
the older guys had bought houses and 
had families. There was always people 
looking to put you in the right 
direction, and I loved that in a rugby 
club. To be honest, I only wanted to 
play and I never actually expected to 
play for England. 

Did buying a house feel scary 
compared to the All Blacks ?

[Laughs] I think things like 
buying a house are scary 
because it’s a big commitment. 
It doesn’t seem like that now 
because I know I can change 
things, but at the time it seemed 
like the biggest commitment 
you can make. It’s a line in the 
sand. You are no longer renting 
and it is the fear of doing that. 
However, it tells people you are 
serious about your job and 
shows people you are not just 
fast cars and a wild boy. You are 
a decent, sensible bloke who 
sees an opportunity to settle. 

What was the place like?
It was a house in a village called 
Maisemore. It was an old brick 
house that needed work, and in 
hindsight I probably wouldn’t do 
that again for a first home. I 
looked around Cheltenham but 
I’m a country boy so I like 
having space and somewhere I 
could go where I could shut the 
gate and chill.

Were there any DIY 
disasters?
It was top-to-bottom 
plumbing, the 
whole shebang. 
It was too 
big a 
job but 

I really enjoyed it looking back. I 
didn’t enjoy it at the time. I do like to 
just get on with things though, I’m 
not too faffy. People were lying to me 
in the building trade and not doing 
what they would say, so I did a lot of 
it. I’m very hands-on, I’m a farmer’s 
son so I’m not scared of graft.

How did it look in the end?
I was there for three or four years and 
in the end it was simple, clean and 
with straight lines. I didn’t do too 
much faffing around in it. I had a big 
telly and that was probably the 
biggest thing I did. I didn’t want it to 
be too over the top because I knew it 
wouldn’t be my forever home.

Where did you go after that?
I bought a place in Churcham. It was 
an old farm complex, red brick again, 

and it was a beautiful house and I will 
always remember that place. It was 
where we had our first child. I moved 
then to London Wasps and rented in 
the Henley area. But I ended up 
buying in Taynton and have been 
there since 2008.

What is your best advice for 
other first-time buyers?
It’s just thinking about what you want 
to get out of it. It’s your home – 
everyone has great ideas about what 
they should do – but it’s what you and 
your family want out of it. 

Have you been cooking much 
at home during lockdown? 
I have been cooking loads and had 
ambitions to open a restaurant in 
Cheltenham just as Covid happened. 
But instead of sitting here moaning,  
I started my click and collect service 
and that has worked great. My passion 
for baking has come alive during 
lockdown, I’ve been giving away 
breads, and loving baking muffins  
and cakes and just having a go at 

different things. 

Will you still be able to open 
your restaurant?
Yes, we’re hoping for beginning of 

July. We have some outside 
space and will continue click 
and collect, too. When we 
open, I want it to be 

conversations, having fun and 
sharing, that’s the biggest part 
of food for me. The hospitality 

sector has been decimated and we 
need to get going in a proper and 
sensible way and I want to be at the 

forefront of that. 
 no3restaurants.com

INTERVIEW BY  
OLIVER STALLWOOD
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HOME INTERIORS / INSPIRATION / FOOD

in association
with Halifax
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Hot List checks out super-stylish 
storage for your home

CABINET MEMBERS

INTERIORS / INSPIRATION / FOOD

… AT THIS INTRIGUING SHOP BUILT IN 1890, LOVINGLY 
CONVERTED TO A TWO-BED MAISONETTE. BY JO KNOWSLEY

Continued on Page 22 »

HANG ON
Details count, and these hand-
forged iron hooks will instil an 

authentic, old-fashioned mood 
into your kitchen. Iron hook 

racks, from £90, Devol, 
devolkitchens.co.uk

AMBER ALERT 
Cast a warm, inviting 
glow around your kitchen 
space. Amber tinted glass 
pendant light with 
zig-zag pattern, 
£125, Rockett  
St George, 
rockettstgeorge.
co.uk

FRIEZE UP 
Style up kitchen walls for a 
vintage-inspired botanical wall 
frieze. Minton Hollins botanical white 
six-tile panel, £145.59 per box, Topps 
Tiles, toppstiles.co.uk

GET THE LOOK

TEA’S UP
Old-fashioned, enamel teapots = classic. Great for afternoon tea or lined on an open shelf. Two-mug teapot, £28, 

Falcon, falcon 
enamelware.com

GREENS 
ARE GO 

Add a flourish of 
greenery with  

low-maintenance, artificial 
plants. An easy-peasy way 
to add a bolt of colour 

with no green 
fingers required.  

Artificial floor palm tree in pot, 
£56.99, Wayfair, wayfair.co.uk

N
OT since Cromwellian 
England have we lived in 
such socially straitened 
times with the confines 
that Covid-19 brings. Back 

in 17th-century England, they had the 
plague to contend with. But it was 
Cromwell who blighted the country. 

At least Christmas hasn’t been 
cancelled this time around. Not yet, 
anyway. So, it was with a sense of 

great excitement that I ventured out – 
now that estate agents can once again 
hold viewings – to visit the first 
interior of a house other than my own 
that I’ve seen since lockdown began.

The quirky 1,200sq ft two-bedroom 
maisonette, over two levels in 
Hornsey, north London, was formerly 
a Victorian butcher’s shop. Today, 
however, the property that Historic 
England calls a ‘rare survival’ is a 

unique home with a kitchen (much of 
it Grade II-listed) that’s a homage to its 
earliest incarnation.

Outside, on Hornsey High Street, the 
shopfront boasts the original hand-
painted sign ‘A. Hancock Butchers’, 
from the time the shop was built in 
1890. Below it, three exquisite stained-
glass windows straddle a large glass 
frontage that would originally have 
been covered only by wooden 

shutters, opening to allow customers 
to buy supplies without entering the 
premises. It’s an idea that might catch 
on again, now.

Inside the entrance, what was the 
main shop has now been remodelled 
as a quirky kitchen and dining room, 
but with lots of its original features.
There are thousands of green and 
white Victorian mosaic floor tiles, 
glazed friezes of glorious art nouveau 

bluebells on the walls, marble-topped 
counters (once meat counters) and 
two hand-painted scenes of rural 
landscapes thought to be illustrations 
of Hampstead Heath. 

Suspended from the anaglypta-
covered ceiling are restored and  
ornate iron rails, which once 
supported carcasses and now hold 

FLOOR STORY
Why not go full-on bold 
in a kitchen with lovely 
patterned tiles that can 
be used indoors and 
out. Espiga tile, £6 
each, Bert & May,  
bertandmay.com

TROLLEY DOLLY 
A portable butcher’s block 

on wheels is so 
versatile for the 
kitchen – and 
this one is a 
bargain. Bamboo 
kitchen trolley 
with granite  
top, £54.99,  
Robert Dyas, 
robertdyas.co.uk

 Steaking a claim: Owner  
 Richard with partner Andy   
 and their Bedlington  
 terrier, Bluebell 

PHOTO: OSCAR KORNYEI

LARA SARGENT
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Prime location: The property retains the 
shopfront and the feel of the butcher’s inside

 Ornate: The   
 magnificent cashier’s  
 booth is now a study 

rather more palatable pots and pans.
American owner Richard Travers 

is an IT consultant and architectural 
preservation specialist who cut his 
teeth on a landmark restoration in 
California before coming to Britain 
in 1999. He has added sensational 
art nouveau pendant lights and a 
large pendant brass and copper 
ceiling light, which claims centre 
stage above the dining room table.

But it is the extraordinary Queen 
Anne Revival-style cashier’s booth, 
designed and built by that first 
butcher, Arthur Hancock, at the back 
of the room, which dominates the 
space. Crafted in mahogany, with 
elegant etched windows – one of 
which was inadvertently smashed 
by a bone collector, thoughtlessly 
swinging his swag and later 

replaced at  
great cost by a 
craftsman in Italy 
– it is now used 
by Richard as  
his study.

But it was his 
partner, Andy 
Acres, who spent 
500 hours to free 
this extraordinary feature from 
eight layers of white gloss paint 
(above), first added in the 1970s to 
give a more sanitised appearance 
and still clinging on when Richard 
bought the property in 2006.

‘I was looking for somewhere 
characterful to rent and fell in love 
with this place, despite the fact it 
was tired,’ says Richard. 

‘But then, mid-viewing, I was told 
it was sold. I was heartbroken. But 
that sale fell through.’ Back in the 

1890s, Arthur Hancock and his 
family and two servants lived 
upstairs. Today, the stairs that led to 
their home (now a separate 
property) have been transformed 
into a commodious larder.

The large living room, once the 
cold store room, boasts original 
floorboards, a stunning tiled and 
wooden art nouveau fireplace and a 
fabulous English Arts and Crafts 
light, with emerald shades made 
from a Tiffany mould that Richard 
found in a salvage yard in Norwich. 

There are views from the large 
window into a little patio garden. 
Downstairs, however, is a stark 
contrast – the two bedrooms and 
bathroom are a picture of clean 
lines and contemporary living, with 
crisp plastered walls, and exposed 
brick. Richard describes his highly 
unusual home as a Through The 
Looking Glass experience. ‘You’d 
never expect to step off the high 
street and enter this property,’ he 
says. ‘I love that about it.’

For Richard, who even tracked 
down a former proprietor (there 
were six butchers here over the 
years), restoring it has been a labour 
of love. He and Andy are selling now 
because they and their Bedlington 
terrier, Bluebell, plan to move to the 
country. Preparing to sell during the 
coronavirus lockdown, he says, has 
been ‘a strange time’ but he never 
regarded staying home here as a 
hardship. ‘I was forced to stay in a 
house I love and it gave me time to 
finish all the little touches before 
putting it on the market,’ he says, 
with a shrug. ‘It’s a special place.’

At the end of my visit, emerging 
into the sunlight felt like stepping 
from the past into our surreal 
present, travelling from a rare place 
of memories and magic.

 £700,000 themodernhouse.com

Clever 
conversion:  
The former 
stairs, right, 
have been 
cleverly  
turned into a 
huge larder. 
Below: The 
contemporary 
lines of the 
downstairs 
bedroom

» From Page 21
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HOT
…REGAINS STORE AND 

ORDER IN THE HOME
By LARA SARGENT

GALLERY WALL
Take your shelfie up a notch, with this 
striking wall storage system made up of 
optical black and white panels with 
removable pegs and shelves. Not cheap, 
but it doubles up as a piece of cool 
modern art. Nomino Wall Storage System, 
£865, Lime Lace, limelace.co.uk. Buy it with 
the Ownable app

CABINET MEETING
Store a curated edit of lotions and 
potions, plants and pictures inside 
these vintage-look metal cabinets with 
a distressed paint finish. Tidy. 
Pharmacy Wall Cabinet, from £95, 
Graham & Green, grahamandgreen.
co.uk. Buy it with the Ownable app

PLASTIC FANTASTIC
Clean up your clutter – and the 

planet – with these practical woven 
baskets made from recycled plastic 

bottles. Hardwearing, mold resistant 
and machine washable so spot on for 
outdoors, too. Braided Baskets, from 

£15, Weaver Green, weavergreen.
com. Buy it with the Ownable app

WASTE AWAY 
Go green and get organised with your waste 
with this stainless steel recycling bin fitted 
with colour-coded removable compartments. 
Ecocasa Recycling Bin, £139.99, Eko,  
ekohome.co.uk. Buy it with the Ownable app

COLOUR POP 
Colour code dried foods with these matt stoneware jars 
or go for block-colour Scandi cool in the kitchen. Dipped 
Kitchen Storage Canister, £12, John Lewis & Partners, 
johnlewis.com. Buy it with the Ownable app

KEEP A  
LID ON IT 
These quirky, 
colourful tins are 
the perfect home 
for stray buttons, 
pins and needles –
or disorderly desk 
kit. Anchovies Tin, 
£3.95, Rex London, 
rexlondon.com. 
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

HOT POTATO
Save your spuds from sprouting with 
this eco-friendly, potato jute sack with 
a breathable, blackout liner and 
drawstring top. KitchenCraft Natural 
Elements Potato Bag, £9.37, Amazon, 
amazon.co.uk. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

USE YOUR LOAF
Keep your sourdough, sliced white 
and rustic rolls super-fresh in this 
rattan bread bin hand-crafted by 
artisans in Indonesia. Pre-order now. 
Key Largo Kubu Rattan Lidded Bread 
Bin, £30, Maine Furniture Co, 
mainefurniture.co.uk. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

BEE WISE
Swap single-use plastics for reusable, 
beeswax, wrap bags for keeping fruit, 
cheese, sandwiches and snacks fresh. 
BeeBAGZ Starter Set, £27.99, A Little 
Find, alittlefind.com. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

GLASS 
ACT
These storage 
canisters come 
with chalkboard 
labels, so no 
fear of mixing 
up your mung 
beans with 
your lentils.  
KitchenCraft 
Natural 
Elements 
Medium 
Storage Jar, 
£7.95, Amazon, 
amazon.co.uk. 
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

MIDAS TOUCH
This chicken wire storage unit will add a 
touch of low-key, industrial glamour to any 
room in the house – worth its weight in 
gold. Gold Wire Wall Mounted Storage 
Shelf, £39, Dibor, dibor.co.uk. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

BASKET CASE
Every home needs a set 
of handy baskets to keep 
bits and bobs under 
control. We’re buying 
every colour. *Adds to 
basket*. The Baskets, £39 
for three, Mustard, 
mustardmade.co.uk. Buy 
it with the Ownable app

CRATE EXPECTATIONS
These classic, spruce, storage crates 
are perfect for carrying fresh veggies, 
cuttings and plants. Keep in the kitchen 
or neatly packed with gloves and tools 
in the shed. Set of two Wooden Storage 
Boxes, £32, Garden Trading, 
gardentrading.co.uk. Buy it with the 
Ownable app


