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Community health and fitness is part of the new-build package 
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Join in with a Sun Salutation
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Homes Property | New homes

Built with 
wellbeing  

in mind 
Lockdown is creating problems for lonely 

Londoners. New homes designed with 
co-working and socialising spaces are a 

thoughtful way forward, says Anna White

A
HEAD of Mental 
H e a l t h  D a y  o n 
October 10 and 
with the prospect 
of a winter spent 
tackling another 
wave of coronavi-
r u s ,  H o m e s  & 

Property takes a look at the preparations 
being made to support those living alone 
and working from home, isolated from col-
leagues and far from family. 

“Recognition of mental health was growing 
prior to the pandemic,” says Craig Hughes, 
global head of real estate at Pricewater-
houseCoopers. “As a result of the lockdown 
there has been a rise again in awareness —  
but also in suffering.

“Many Londoners follow a similar pattern. 
They have their home community where 
they were raised, then move to the capital 
for jobs. Here, they find a work community 
and a hobbies-based community. For some 
people the pandemic has taken all three 
away.” Big business had been preparing to 
bring back office workers on rotation for 
short weeks this month. However, the Gov-

Room to breathe: 
new apartments at 
Morden Wharf, 
above, on Greenwich 
Peninsula, overlook a 
new Thames-side 
park. The scheme 
will also include a 
new pub and a 
co-working hub

Below: affordable 
workspace at The 
Trampery, a six-acre 
campus, will sit 
alongside new 
homes in Fish Island 
Village, Hackney 
Wick. Apartments 
start at £445,000 

WORKING TOGETHER 
Architects are pushing other new urban 
design theories, as our working patterns 
change for good. Even after central offices 
fully reopen, Patel expects more people to 
work from home for more of the time. But 
she says it’s “mentally unhealthy” to work 
full time in a bedroom or at the kitchen table. 

New residential developments and existing 
neighbourhoods need “drop-in centres” and 
studio space. Cafés, high street banks, librar-
ies, art galleries and leisure centres could 
provide co-working or artisan spaces to 
allow those working from home to meet 
other people. And a residents’ gym or tree 
planting does not go far enough, says Patel. 
“We must emulate living standards in the 
countryside for people in the city.” 

Affordable work studios for the next gen-
eration will launch by the end of the year at 
The Trampery in Fish Island Village, Hack-
ney Wick. The six-acre campus and 508 
homes will sit side by side. Developer Hill is 
launching one- and two-bedroom flats to 
buy in the Lanthorn Building, each with a 
winter garden and built around landscaped 
gardens. A roof terrace has space to grow 
your own herbs and veg. One-bedroom flats 
start at £445,000, with two-bedroom flats 
from £610,000. Call 020 3906 1950.

STAY WELL IN SW11 AND W12
New light-filled flats at Embassy Gardens in 
Nine Elms start from £695,000, with big 
balconies and views over the Thames. The 
scheme also has a co-working floor, a lounge, 
pool tables and a bar. There’s a gym and a 
cinema, too, while the world’s first floating 
swimming pool suspended between towers 
was completed this week. Call EcoWorld 
Ballymore on 020 3925 1637. 

The new 2,300-home White City Living 
scheme in Shepherd’s Bush has wifi-enabled 
gardens so that residents can co-work out-
side on sunken seating next to fire pits, when 
weather allows. Prices start from £855,000. 
Call 020 3432 7711. 

BETTER GREEN SPACE 
The upgrade of the capital’s green space and 
the creation of new parkland not only helps 
Londoners exercise and meet in the open 
during the pandemic, but also fights the 
climate change and ecosystem crises — all 
of which aids mental and physical wellbeing. 
This month plans were announced to reim-
agine Grosvenor Square. New designs by 
Tonkin Liu architects show a hidden garden 
at a new lower level with a rainwater collec-

ernment’s plea for us to stay put has 
extended working from home. Many new-
build developments are already converting 
communal space into co-working areas to 
enable single people to get out of their 
homes and meet people.

PEOPLE NEED PEOPLE
For award-winning architect Manisha Patel, 
masterplanning and the design of  homes is 
vital in the support of mental wellbeing, 
particularly in a post-pandemic city. 

“Outside space is so important,” says Patel. 
“Bigger balconies for all urban homes con-
nect people to the world. Ideally we should 
build them with an ability to convert into 
winter gardens in the colder months so we 
have outdoor living spaces all year round. 

“Communal working and meeting spaces 
are important so people can get out of their 
workplace. There should be areas to chat, 
even on corridors and landings of residential 
towers, so people don’t just pass each other 
on the stairs.” 

Craig Hughes agrees: “Schemes should be 
built so that people bump into each other 
every day.” Fostering a community feel was 

at the heart of the Battersea Power Station 
masterplan. The new micro town was 
designed so people would run into each 
other, say the architects, WilkinsonEyre. 
Apartment windows and balconies face each 
other, or overlook amenities and a boulevard 
of restaurants and bars. Social initiatives are 
under way, such as the community choir 
which rehearses via Zoom.

When Flora moved into the power station  
just before lockdown she didn’t know many 
people there, so she started a WhatsApp 
group with 50 neighbours. “People chatted, 
shared jokes and checked in on each other,” 
she says. Then she started her business Your 
Cake UK and delivered cakes to nearby hos-
pitals, GPs, care homes and residents.

“I was really grateful to have such lovely 
neighbours during this difficult time. There’s 
such a sense of community,” she says. Flats 
on sale in the Grade II-listed power station 
start from £870,000. Call 020 7501 0678. 

Landlords of large build-to-rent blocks and 
management companies should encourage 
community initiatives and a social calendar, 
within current restrictions, says PwC’s Craig  
Hughes. But charging for activities, if it’s 
seen as profiteering, will breed distrust. 
“Long-term value lies in creating a happy 
neighbourhood,” he adds.

A HOME FOR ALL THE FAMILY
Manisha Patel is designing intergenerational 
flats with one connecting room, such as a 
living room, but two separate units. “These 
new apartments are built to encourage fam-
ilies to care for the older generation and help 
young mums bring up children with the 
grandparents on hand, saving on childcare 
costs and making it easier to go back to 
work.” Such homes, she feels, “would be a 
big step forward in tackling loneliness”. 

  EVENING STANDARD  WEDNESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2020  17

New homes | Homes Propertyhomesandproperty.co.uk powered by 

outdoor gym, cycle tracks, sports pitches, a 
central park and podium gardens  (020 3811 
7068). And at 1,500-home Morden Wharf on 
Greenwich Peninsula by U+I, a new park will 
run beside the Thames, while a warehouse 
on the site of a tavern flattened in the Blitz 
is being reborn as a pub and co-working hub. 
Email info@mordenwharf.com for details.

Left: socially 
distanced yoga is 
gaining in popularity. 
Shown here is a 
More Yoga session at   
Ram Quarter in 
Wandsworth 
(theramquarter.com)
Below: communal 
roof terrace at Upper 
Riverside on the 
Greenwich 
Peninsula, where 
Ena Celoin, right, 
makes use of the 
co-working hub

tion pool surrounded by tropical plants. At 
TwelveTrees Park by Berkeley Homes in 
West Ham, with 3,800 homes, landscape 
architects at HTA Design are creating a four-
acre wifi-enabled park. A science garden will 
be attached to the new East London Science 
School. From £465,000. Call 020 3925 1251. 
Ram Quarter by Greenland offers 800 new  

homes in the heart of Wandsworth. This 
summer More Yoga ran outdoor classes in 
the main square. The nearest green space is 
the adjacent King George’s Park. From 
£695,000 for a one-bedroom apartment. Call 
020 3751 3190. 

At Colindale Gardens by Redrow in Barnet, 
prices start at £357,500 for homes with an 

WHEN financier and first-time buyer Ena Celoin went in 
search of a one-bedroom apartment, she was also looking for 
a tight-knit community. She found just what she needed at 
Upper Riverside in Greenwich Peninsula — and it helped her 
through the lockdown. The five buildings in the development 
have a co-working centre, a gym and a pool, with fitness, 
nutrition and self-care talks. “My work has always been 
flexible so working from my building was really important,” 
says Ena, 28. “The co-working hub gives me a change of 
scenery but also helps me meet new people.”

 ⬤ Studios, one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments at 
Upper Riverside start at £450,000 with Help to Buy available 
on selected homes. Visit upperriverside.co.uk for details. 

COMMUNITY COUNTS
Meeting up at the co-work hub 
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Homes Property | First-time buyers

W
HEN Paul and Libby 
Mahoney bought 
their first London flat 
they chose Deptford, 
as much for its future 

potential as for the transport links 
and local amenities. Two years on, 
Paul, 32, believes buying at the early 
stage of a regeneration project has 
paid off in outperforming price 
growth and a changing environment. 

Paul is founder and MD of property 
investment adviser Nova Financial 
Group, while Libby, 35, is the office 
manager. Paul says: “I have worked in 
property for 10 years and I have seen 
it happen time and time again — 
prices increase with every phase of a 
new development.”

The couple paid £515,000 for their 
flat in the first phase of Anthology 
Deptford Foundry in 2018. The site 
has just been completed, and Paul 
estimates their home is now worth 
closer to £600,000. Meanwhile, 
investment has been pouring into 
Deptford. “There are new cafés and 
shops catering to young professionals 
who have been moving in,” says Paul.

A recent CBRE study into prices 
within a 750-metre radius of 11 
London regeneration zones found the 
value of homes near transforming 
areas put on up to 3.6 per cent more 
per year than prices across the wider 
boroughs. Right now, there are some 
terrific under-the-radar options for 
smart first-time buyers seeking a 
budget-friendly home in the early 
days of a regeneration project.

SOUTH KILBURN
Why buy now? In an increasingly 
posh corner of north London, South 
Kilburn’s downfall has always been its 
eponymous post-war estate, riven by 
crime and drugs. But a £660 million 
regeneration is bringing new private 
and social housing. Under the South 
Kilburn Regeneration Masterplan, 
Peel Place, a £161m civic quarter, will 
provide shops, a market square, gym 
and health centre by 2026.
Spend £500,000 or less: Oakhill 
Residential has a one-bedroom flat in 
a former Victorian signal factory for 
£440,000. Call 020 3858 3292. A 
two-bedroom period conversion flat 
in Denholme Road, half a mile from 
Kilburn Park Tube, is £500,000 
through Dexters (020 7266 2020).
Local heroes: Paddington Recreation 
Gardens is on the doorstep. Kilburn 
High Road has useful shops and 
there’s Salusbury Road for bars and 
cafés. Kilburn Park Tube is on the 
Bakerloo line in Zone 2.

What’s the catch? Heavy local traffic 
and lots of railway lines keep light 
sleepers awake. Bits of the old estate 
still standing are pretty grotty.

ROTHERHITHE
Why buy now? British Land is 
spending £3.3 billion turning a 
53-acre site in neighbouring Canada 
Water into a new town centre, with 
3,000 homes, workspace, shops, 
entertainment, a square, a leisure 
centre and the first new London high 
street in 100 years. Rotherhithe will 
benefit without the disruption of a 
15-year regeneration. 
Spend £500,000 or less: a two-
bedroom purpose-built flat or a 
Victorian maisonette with a small 
garden is £450,000 to £500,000. A 
one-bedroom flat would be £350,000 
to £400,000. Oliver Jaques has a 
modern two-bedroom flat at Baltic 
Quay for £500,000. Call 020 8012 
4508. A two-bedroom Victorian 
maisonette in Canon Beck Road is 
£475,000. Call KFH (020 8012 2766).
Local heroes: Stave Hill Ecological 
Park is a green oasis in the heart of 
Rotherhithe. Learn to sail, paddle 
board or windsurf at Surrey Docks 
Fitness & Water Sports Centre. Good 
waterfront pubs include The Angel 
and The Mayflower. Rotherhithe, 
Surrey Quays and Canada Water 
stations, in Zone 2, offer London 
Overground and Jubilee line services.
What’s the catch? There’s not much 
local shopping or nightlife, and many 
local blocks of flats look dreary. 
Canary Wharf is only a mile off but  
you need to take a ferry over the river. 

HAYDONS ROAD 
Why buy now? This no-man’s-land 
between Wimbledon and Colliers 
Wood will be put on the map by 
Wimbledon Grounds, the new 

Join in the 
regeneration 
game and be part 
of future London
Buying a home in a transforming 
district brings big rewards for patient  
young first timers. By Ruth Bloomfield 

flat would set you back £350,000 to 
£400,000. Hawes & Co has a two-
bedroom flat in Quicks Road, SW19 
for £500,000 (020 8012 2337). A 
modern two-bedroom terrace house 
with garden is £459,950  through 
Dexters (020 8545 8580).
Local heroes: Wandle Meadow 
Nature Park for green space. Haydons 
Road station has 38-minute trains to 
St Pancras, 27 minutes to Waterloo.
What’s the catch? Local shops are 
dreary. But Wimbledon’s shops and 
eateries are a 10-minute walk away.

POPLAR AND BLACKWALL 
Why buy now? Regeneration 
schemes include Leven Road 
Gasworks in Poplar, with 2,800 
homes, a school, offices and wildlife 
park, while Hadley Property Group 
plans to rehabilitate Blackwall Yard, a 
historic shipyard just east of Canary 
Wharf, with 850 new homes, a school, 
offices, shops and restaurants 
Spend £500,000 or less: a two-
bedroom nearly new flat or a period 
conversion will be in budget. A new 
one-bedroom flat is about £450,000. 
A one-bedroom resale flat is £350,000 

to £375,000. Stirling Ackroyd has a 
two-bedroom flat in Susan Constant 
Court, E14 at £500,000 (020 8012 
4515). Foxtons has a two-bedroom flat 
in a converted seamen’s mission for 
£450,000. Call 020 8012 6727. 
Local heroes: enjoy long walks along 
the Thames Path, a swim at restored 
Poplar Baths, waterside drinks at 
Trinity Buoy Wharf, mainstream 
shops and Chrisp Street Market.
What’s the catch? There’s not much 
green space and a bottleneck of 
traffic heading to the Blackwall 
Tunnel blights the area — which 
remains a bit grotty in parts despite 
regeneration efforts.

Above: Hadley 
Property Group 
plans Blackwall 
Yard, a vibrant 
mixed-use quarter 
where a historic 
shipyard stood just 
east of Canary 
Wharf
Left: Peel Place 
civic centre will 
bring shops, 
homes, a gym and 
a health centre to 
South Kilburn

Close at hand: 
British Land is 
spending 
£3.3 billion 
creating a new 
town centre at 
Canada Water. 
Neighbouring 
Rotherhithe 
stands to reap the 
benefits without 
the disruption

20,000-seater AFC Wimbledon soccer 
stadium development, featuring 600 
homes, shops and a squash club. The 
first residents will move in late next 
year and studio apartments are 
priced from £335,000 (galliardhomes.
com/wimbledon-grounds).
Spend £500,000 or less: just in 
budget would be a two-bedroom 
period garden flat or a two-bedroom 
modern house, while a one-bedroom 

One- and two-bedroom homes
(Average prices)
Deptford 
South Kilburn 
Rotherhithe 
Haydons Road
Poplar  
Blackwall  

STATS CHECK
What homes cost

homesandproperty.co.uk 
powered by 

£425,000
£599,950
£525,000 
£500,000
£500,000
£495,000

Source: Rightmove
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Homes Property | Holiday rentals

Turn UK Covid 
winter into a new 
experience
Now that you can, why not work from 
home abroad? By Cathy Hawker

A 
POPULAR request this 
autumn is for long-term 
rentals in Europe or further 
afield, as we seek warmth 
and somewhere fresh and 

new to combat the spectre of another 
lockdown. 

Working from home has opened 
this window of opportunity to many 
more people. Some families have 
moved the kids into international 
schools in their renting country of 
choice. Winter rentals in Europe can 
be affordable and if you rent out your 
London home, your costs could be 
entirely covered.  

“I’ve had enquiries from Londoners 
looking for longer-term rentals 
abroad,” says Rob Green of Sphere 
Estates. “Typically, people want a 
minimum two months and some plan 
to buy once they’ve tried living there.” 

RENTING IN SPAIN 
Nick Cookson of The Villa Collective 
has seen strong levels of enquiry with 

PORTUGAL
For an affordable lifestyle and warm 
winters, in the western Algarve are 
revamped traditional Portuguese 
fishing houses at Salema. These 
one- and two-bedroom homes with 
bright interiors are steps away from 
the beach. From £100 a night through 
Seven Collection. Quinta do Lago, 
20 minutes from Faro airport, is the 
Algarve’s premier golf and 
leisure resort with outstanding 
facilities. A spacious two-bedroom flat 
with its own pool and tennis court 
rents from £2,100 a month. In 
Lisbon, Portugal’s light-flooded 
capital, Airbnb has reductions on a 
number of rentals. A one-bedroom 
downtown flat, well placed for the 
shops and bars of Baixa is down 76 
per cent to £660 a month.

 BARBADOS 
This summer Barbados introduced a 
Welcome Stamp aimed at work-from-
anywhere digital nomads. For £1,500, 
or £2,300 for a family, you can stay for 
a year, work remotely and not pay any 
local income tax. “Families are 
coming from the UK looking for six to 
12-month rentals,” says Sally Mayers 
of Chesterton Barbados. At Royal 
Westmoreland golf and leisure resort, 
the agent has a five-bedroom 
detached house with pool for £6,200 
a month. At Port St Charles marina, a 
three-bedroom flat overlooking the 
water is £3,500 a month.

 
THE ALPS
In Les Crosets in the Portes du Soleil 
ski region, a cosy three-bedroom flat 
is £15,000 for the winter season, 

December through to Easter. 
Properties are being snapped up, 
warns Jeremy Rollason of Savills Ski: 
“We’ve seen a notable increase in 
longer-term bookings and have 
already rented all our properties in 
Nendaz for the coming season. 

“The Swiss are also actively looking 
for weekend chalets to rent for the 
season to drive up from the city.”

 
 ⬤ Sphere Estates: sphereestates.com
 ⬤ Seven Collection: sevencollection. 

de/en
 ⬤ Airbnb: airbnb.co.uk 
 ⬤ Quinta do Lago: quintadolago.com
 ⬤ The Villa Collective: villacollective.

com/en
 ⬤ Chestertons Barbados: chesterton 

barbados.com
 ⬤ Savills Ski: savills.com

£5,000 a week: 
Bastide des Tours 
Ouest, left, a pretty 
Provençal 18th-
century mas, sleeps 
12. Through The Villa 
Collective (villacollect 
ive.com/en)

From £100 per 
night: below left, 
elegant and compact 
one- and two-
bedroom homes to 
rent along the 
Algarve, close to the 
Atlantic beach, 
through Seven 
Collection 
(sevencollect ion. 
de/en)

many holiday homeowners who 
would normally close their houses for 
the winter, deciding to let them. 
Family-friendly options include 
Alcantara, near Ronda in Andalucía, 
an artfully restored seven-bedroom 
farmhouse with expansive gardens 
and a pool, for £6,000 a month.

FRANCE 
An elegant Airbnb one-bedroom flat 
in the centre of Nice offers the best of 
French beach and city life for £1,022 
per month — a 45 per cent reduction.
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Homes Property | Crafts

Handmade is unique and magical

L
ONDON CRAFT WEEK 
launches today and offers the 
opportunity to find something 
special for your home, with 
more than 250 events across 

London involving 350-plus makers. 
There are in-person exhibitions 
showing real objects to see and buy, as 
well as online options for those not 
able to get out and about.

Sarah Myerscough Gallery in Barnes 
taps into the current preoccupations 
with our homes and with nature in 
The Natural Room. Pieces are made 
from slow-grown, organic materials 
such as wood, jute, sisal, willow and 
stoneware, which are tactile, sensuous 
and often sweet smelling. 

There’s willow seating by Laura 
Bacon, anthropomorphic sisal 
benches and tables by Fernando 
Laposse, sinuous wooden tile screens 
by Wycliffe Stutchbury and extraordi-
nary wooden vessels by Nic Webb and 
Ernst Gamperl. The 
show is supplemented 
with a series of 
in-person maker talks.

This emphasis on the 
natural and the home is 
continued in Material 
Conversations at jaggedart 

gallery in Marylebone, including 
Maria Wojdat’s brilliantly coloured 
ceramics, and at Maud & Mabel in 
Hampstead, with an exhibition of Jack 
Doherty’s black soda-fired functional 
tableware from today until October 5, 
followed from October 6 by Yoko 
Ozawa’s creamy white teapots. 

Japan also features at the new art, 
craft and design gallery SoShiro in 
Marylebone, with furniture and 
accessories made by the Ainu people 
of northern Japan. Down the road at 
The New Craftsmen, interior 
designers create rooms based on new 
pieces by makers, such as Gareth 
Neal’s Stitched Cabinet, an ash 
sideboard with hand-braided panels 
by textile artist Aimee Betts. 

At Future Icons in Burlington Arcade 
you can book slots with any of the 12 
makers, who work in wood, clay, metal 
and textiles. London Craft Week’s own 
exhibition, 300 Objects, at Quadrant 

Arcade in St James’s, 
includes Faye Toogood and 
Charlotte Kidger. 

There are bookable 
guided walking tours of 

participating districts, 
pre-bookable tours of Cockpit 

Arts Deptford and a Queen 

Elizabeth Scholarship Trust trail of 
work. Workshops range from the 
in-person, by textile maker Emily Jo 
Gibbs at Craft Central, to virtual talks 
from Goldsmiths’ Fair. 

Create Day is on October 10, with 
makers sharing four-minute films. 
From daybreak in Asia, the films will 
build up as day dawns in Europe and 
then the US, supplemented with a live 
stream each hour. Participants include 
Tom Dixon, Thomas Heatherwick and 
a host of international makers.  

All the galleries are free entry, but 
some require pre-booking to ensure 
social distancing. Check the London 
Craft Week  website for each event and 
to make bookings.

 ⬤ London Craft Week, from today until 
October 10 (londoncraftweek.com)

Buy something special for the home at 
London Craft Week. By Corinne Julius

Above left: 
cupboard, £7,200; 
chair, £1,920; jug, 
£340; tiles from 
£31 (thenew 
craftsmen.com)
 Above: Maria 
Wodjat’s Angled 
ceramic vessels at 
jaggedart, from 
£80 to £240
Left: Baines & 
Fricker’s Unit 3 
stools at Future 
Icons, £2,250 a pair
Inset left: Judy 
McKenzie’s extra 
large Cloud vessel, 
£595 at Future 
Icons in MayfairJI
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Homes Property | Super sofas

Sofas are the stars of 
the lockdown show 
— so get a good one

F
OUR things have changed sofas 
since homewares brand Loaf 
was set up in 2008, says 
founder Charlie Marshall: “The 
iPhone/iPad, Netflix, Deliveroo 

and Covid.” So now people work, 
relax, watch TV and eat, all seated on 
the sofa while confined to home. 

“They lie back to send an email, hug 
a cushion through a thriller and curl 
up to down a pasta,” adds Marshall. 
“People want a deeper, slouchier sit. 
And they want to enjoy their homes 
— that’s the bigger picture.” 

With stores in Battersea, Notting 
Hill and Spitalfields, Loaf has sofas 
from around £1,200. Watch out for 
the new “smart” fabrics, including 

Or tailor a modular design to fit in a 
large room,” advises Reynolds. 
Synthetic velvets are surprisingly 
practical (furniturevillage.co.uk).

Claire Hornby of family-run Barker 
& Stonehouse (barkerandstonehouse.
co.uk) with a branch in Battersea, 
says: “Zone spaces with corner 
designs — and sectional designs are 
very flexible.” Go for quality, says Kris 
Manalo, senior sofa buyer at Heal’s 
(heals.com). “Spend a little more 

initially. It pays off in the long run. 
You’ll get a more robust structure and 
higher-quality materials.” Check out 
bargains at the Chiswick outlet store. 

Many sofas have “put on weight” 
this season. Tom Dixon’s new range is 
called Fat (tomdixon.net); Habitat has 
plump Layla, in fabrics that sponge 
clean with water (habitat.co.uk). Ligne 
Roset’s classic all-foam portable Togo 
is an Instagram hit, with sales up 
nearly 80 per cent year on year. 

Olivier Roset explains: “It’s 
comfortable, cocooning and very, 
very cool.” (ligne-roset-westend.co.uk; 
get 15 per cent off until October 18).

In a Which? sofa survey last year, 
Ikea topped the bill for customer 
satisfaction followed closely by John 
Lewis. Also highly rated were Barker 
& Stonehouse, sofa.com and Marks & 
Spencer. Find leading brands on one 
website at ufurnish.com with lots of 
filters for comparisons.

Right: Layla sofa, 
in Aquaclean 
finished fabric that 
sponges clean 
with water. From 
£1,300 at Habitat 
(habitat.co.uk)
Left: Costello 
two-and-a-half-
seat sofa in Olive 
cotton matt 
velvet, £1,840 
(sofa.com)

velvets and cottons, that repel stains 
(loaf.com). “Yes, the sofa’s the hub,” 
confirms Clair Wilks, designer at sofa.
com. “You’ll be shopping for 
downtime lounging, binge watching, 
emails, nightcaps, naps and even the 
odd conference call.” Sales of sofa 
beds at sofa.com are up by 50 per 
cent, “for that office-cum-den-cum-
spare bedroom”. 

According to Mark Reynolds, sofa 
buyer at Furniture Village: “Comfort 
and style will always come first.” Sofas 
from the company, with stores in 
Friern Barnet, Enfield, Croydon and 
New Malden, come with a 20-year 
structural guarantee. “Get a compact 
sofa to comfy-up your flat or studio. 

THE SOFA RULE 
OF SIX

1. Expertise: book an initial 
video consultation, if available.
2. Test drive: try before you buy.
3. Measure: cut the “footprint” 
of your sofa from newspaper. 
Place on floor. Check space 
around it for room to move — 
and to extend, in the case of 
sofa beds or recliners. 
4. Access: check your doorways, 
passages and stairs to be sure 
you can get your sofa home. If 
it’s a tight fit, get one with 
removable arms or a “partial 
assembly” type.
5. Samples: see fabrics  
in different lights. Check  
stain resistance.
6. Basics: check delivery times, 
guarantees, fabric rub tests.
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Thinking of 
moving? Start 
your search on

B
Y SIZE, Kent is England’s least 
populated county. It is also 
one of the most diverse, with 
raw and refined areas both 
countryside and coastal, plus 

a former industrial swathe around 
Ebbsfleet, a designated new “garden 
city” with a 17-minute train link to St 
Pancras. 

Tenterden, so-called Jewel of the 
Weald, is best-known for its award-
winning Chapel Down Winery and 
gin distillery, plus a delightful private 
steam train service through an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty to 
moated, 14th-century Bodiam Castle 
in East Sussex.

Overlooking the River Rother Valley, 
the town has a large conservation 
area of ancient buildings dating back 
to its wool manufacturing heyday, 
while a weekly market offers fresh 
farm produce. 

A short walk from the tree-lined 
high street is Church View, a scheme 
of new flats and houses featuring 
traditional Kentish architecture and 
contemporary interiors. Prices from 
£225,000. Call developer Dandara on 
01580 854066. The train commute to 
London is 40 minutes from Ashford, 
which is a 20-minute drive away from 
Tenterden. 

CHARACTER HOUSES  
IN A KENTISH HAMLET
NEARBY in Biddenden, a hamlet of 
45 barn-style homes bordering 
farmland has been unveiled by 
developer Millwood Designer Homes, 
which often uses reclaimed materials 
to achieve an authentic look. “The 

homes take their character from 
traditional barn forms and 
incorporate black weatherboarding 
and large glazed openings,” says 
architect Jon Neville.

Called The Maltings, prices start at 
£430,000. Call 01843 880843.

WORK FROM HOME  
IN A WATERSIDE FLAT
CROSSRAIL has thrown the spotlight 
on Reading. The Thames Valley 
capital is home to the headquarters of 
several top 50 global companies, with 
IT and finance firms clustered in 
green business campuses on the 
periphery that are a model for the 
coronavirus-era workplace.

One of these is 195-acre Green Park 
estate, with 19 office buildings, a 
central lake and wildlife habitat. 

Homes near a vineyard. What’s not to like?
Bordering this is Green Park Village, 
where 737 homes and a new train 
station are being built. The first phase 
comprises 461 apartments in seven 
waterside “pavilions” also 
overlooking parkland. The flats have 
wraparound balconies and there are 
podium gardens, a gym, concierge 
and a co-working studio for home 
workers. The wider development will 
have shops, cafés, a market square, a 
primary school and a crèche. Prices 
from £292,000. Call St Edward on 
01183 214791.

THAT TAKES THE BISCUIT
Huntley Wharf takes its name from 
Reading’s famous biscuit maker, 
Huntley & Palmers, established in 
1822, one the world’s first global 
brands. The company’s biscuits 

symbolised the reach of the British 
Empire and were even part of Captain 
Scott’s rations during his 1910 
expedition to the South Pole.

The former factory complex 
alongside the River Kennet is being 
redeveloped into a new 765-home 
neighbourhood. Prices from £307,500 
to £535,000. Call Berkeley Homes on 
0118 904 1000.

GREAT VALUE — PLUS THE 
CROSSRAIL ADVANTAGE
Away from Reading town centre, 
urban development quickly gives way 
to a belt of countryside scattered with 
small villages, many lining the 
Thames or other rivers and protected 
with listed buildings, conservation 
areas and narrow lanes that limit the 
scale of new building. Local agents 

say prices are about 10 per cent lower 
than comparable properties further 
west in Oxfordshire. 

Maidenhead was due to be the end 
of the Crossrail line before it was 
extended to Reading. The Great 
Western Railway transformed 
Maidenhead into a commuter town 
and its handsome Victorian red-brick 
architecture is one of the legacies 
from that period. Crossrail is having a 
regeneration impact, too, with a 
station facelift and a large new 
shopping precinct, with homes part 
of the mix.

The town enjoys a lovely location on 
a rural stretch of the Thames. The 
riverbank is being upgraded for 
housing and recreation, while access 
to it from the town centre is being 
improved by restoring a stagnant 
stream into a navigable waterway 
with towpath. 

Watermark is a scheme of 229 flats 
and a new public square. Prices from 
£310,000. Call Countryside Properties 
on 01628 873617.

From £310,000: 
left, apartments at 
Watermark in 
Maidenhead will 
benefit from a 
new public square 
and the Berkshire 
market town’s 
Crossrail links
From £307,500:   
right, homes at 
Huntley Wharf in 
Reading, a 
neighbourhood 
rising where 
Huntley & Palmers 
biscuits were 
made beside the 
River Kennet 

From £225,000: 
homes at Church 
View in Tenterden, 
Kent, a scheme of 
new flats and 
houses that 
marries traditional 
local-style 
architecture with 
contemporary 
interiors

Smart moves
 By David Spittles


