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Eighty years ago in September, the 
Blitz began. Today a brave new city  
is emerging from the ashes
PAGES 18 & 19

A new 
generation  
of East Enders

Winner 2020BEST LIFESTYLE NEWS SITE
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E
IGHTY years ago this 
September the Blitz 
began as the Luft-
waffe targeted the 
capital’s industrial 
heartland and oblit-
erated great swathes 
of the east. With King 

George VI, Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother visited to see the devastation and 
after Buckingham Palace was bombed on 
September 13, 1940, she said she felt she 
could “look the East End in the face”.

We will all reflect on this sombre period 
of heartbreak and destruction. But today we 
can also celebrate regeneration on a grand 
scale. More than 53,000 new homes will be 
built between the City and Havering by 2024, 
as east London enters yet another era of 
transformation. 

This building boom will bring the total of 
new homes delivered in the boroughs of 
Hackney, Tower Hamlets, Newham, Haver-
ing, Redbridge, Waltham Forest, and Barking 
& Dagenham to about 400,000 since the end 
of the Second World War. 

Since 1945 there has been wave upon wave 
of piecemeal change, a lot of it regrettable. 
With the clearing of the rubble and the 
slums came housing estates that were poorly 
constructed, ill-considered and ugly. But 
towards the end of the last century we began 
to learn lessons with the successful rise of 
City skyscrapers and the creation of Canary 
Wharf; the spread of Silicon Roundabout in 
Shoreditch and the Olympics-led regener-
ation of Stratford. 

The 2020s will finally bring the arrival of 
Crossrail. The high-speed railway will con-
nect outlying suburbs with the City, Canary 
Wharf, Shoreditch and Stratford, bringing 
together disparate residential pockets and 
sparking a new wave of mainstream house-
building to address a deepening affordabil-
ity crisis.

THE NEW REGENERATION 
Poplar, formerly a Victorian slum, was all 
but levelled during the Blitz. More than 
8,500 homes were destroyed and 96 per cent 
of today’s stock has been built since 1945, 
including the historic post-war Lansbury 
Estate, one of the largest in London. The 
average house price in Poplar today is 
£413,259.

The surrounding neighbourhood is now 
undergoing 21st-century regeneration. 
Aberfeldy Street is being revived, with retail 
space on offer to local businesses rent-free 
for a year. Interested start-ups should email 
aberfeldystreet@meanwhilespace.com for 
more information. Nearby Chrisp Street 

in neighbouring tower 10 Park Drive from 
£900,000 (residential.canarywharf.com). 

After 30 years the towering glass-and-steel 
banking island still divides opinion but it  
adds an extra dimension to the East End and 
continues to create thousands of jobs. 

WHERE TECH MEETS ART
Shoreditch and Hoxton are magnets for 
techies and creatives. Bombed-out ware-
houses provided cheap studio accommoda-
tion after the war — artists moved in and 
designers followed. After the global financial 
crisis, rents fell and tech start-ups moved to 
Old Street Roundabout, which evolved into 
East London Tech City. This fusion electri-
fied the fashionable area, now the epicentre 
of the capital’s nightlife. “The younger gen-
eration has a reason to look east. Hackney 
leads the way when it comes to the increase 
in culture and leisure services in the night-
time economy,” a Savills report reads.

The average house price in Shoreditch is 
£977,038. Between Shoreditch and Victoria 
Park is the Watermark development, where 
prices start from a more reasonable 

Eighty years on, 
out of the ashes…

Market is in line for £280 million of funding, 
with live music, ice rinks, vintage fairs and 
open-air screenings planned. 

There are new housing developments 
under construction, the closest being Oxbow 
by Ecoworld at East India Dock in E14, where 
132 homes launched last month. Prices start 
from £351,000 for a studio apartment. Email 
oxbow@ecoworldinternational.com for 
details.

Unlike the Lansbury Estate, the brutalist 
concrete, dark and depressing Robin Hood 
Gardens housing estate is no longer stand-
ing. Just south of Poplar, it was troubled and 
it bred trouble. It was demolished and is 
being replaced by the £300 million Black-
wall Reach scheme. 

The 1,575 new homes will include one- and 
two-bedroom apartments from £475,000 
and newly launched penthouses from 
£740,000 with stamp duty paid. Visit black-
wallreach.co.uk for more. 

WEST HAM IS NEXT IN LINE 
Almost 70 per cent of homes in West Ham 
were built since the war but the area around 
the combined Underground and Docklands 
Light Railway station is desolate and in need 
of more amenities. 

This is set to change with the delivery of 
TwelveTrees Park, a mixed-use neighbour-
hood including 3,800 homes on the other 
side of the railway tracks. This 26.2-acre 
development by Berkeley Homes is launch-
ing today. Over half the site will be green 
space with a wifi-enabled park, shops, res-
taurants, a gym, electric charging points, 
bike storage, maker studios and a new cam-
pus for the East London Science School. Two 
new footbridges are being built to give easy 
access to the Tube and DLR. Based on the 
brownfield site of the former Imperial Soap 
factory, prices for new homes start from 
£385,000 (twelvetreespark.london). 

Meanwhile, local developer Thornbury has 
converted a former warehouse into The Dye 
Factory, 23 homes by Plaistow station. Prices 
start from £275,000. Contact Dexters estate 
agents on 020 7590 9585. 

NEW INDUSTRY MOVES IN  
Nowhere in the UK is the switch from a 
manufacturing-led economy to banking and 
tech more apparent than in the East End. 
Although work began on Canary Wharf in 
the Eighties, it is only recently that the estate 
starting adding its own private residential 
component. Wood Wharf will deliver 3,600 
homes when completed but only a quarter 
will be classified as affordable. Apartments 
in One Park Drive start from £855,000 and 

September marks the 80th anniversary of the 
beginning of the Blitz. Today a new city is emerging, 
with 53,000 new homes, high-speed Crossrail and 

thousands of jobs for young Londoners. By Anna White 

From £385,000: top, launching today, homes at TwelveTrees Park, a 
mixed-use neighbourhood in West Ham
From £740,000: centre, penthouses with stamp duty paid at 
Blackwall Reach, south of Poplar
From £275,000: above, flats at The Dye Factory  in Plaistow E13
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NEW HOMES BUILT
since 1945 by east London boroughs

THE APPEAL FOR YOUNG LONDONERS
East End still gets full marks for community spirit

From £900,000: apartments at 10 Park Drive, part of 
Canary Wharf’s drive towards creating a private residential 

component to the towering glass-and-steel east London 
banking district. By architects Stanton Williams and with 

interior design by Make Architects, the homes connect to 
the docks with landscaped parks and gardens

TwelveTrees Park: over half of new E15 district will be green space 

£625,000 for a canalside apartment. Contact 
Savills on 020 7226 6611.

CROSSRAIL WILL CONNECT THE 
TRENDY SIDE OF THE TRACKS
Four of the seven cheapest boroughs are in 
east London due to a lack of connectivity, 
but when Crossrail is fully functioning, res-
idents will no longer have to sacrifice con-
venient travel times to live on the trendy 
side of the tracks. 

The new high-speed rail service will ser-
vice 14 stations outside Zone 1 compared to 
eight in west London. Travel times out to 
towns such as Ilford — where the average 
house price is just shy of £400,000 according 
to Rightmove — will be cut by 35 per cent. 

Redevelopment driven by the Elizabeth 
line will converge with the regeneration 
around Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in 
Stratford. It is this interplay that will unlock 
further change for east London over the next 
several decades. New flats at Lock No 19, in 
walking distance of the Crossrail hub at 
Stratford, start from £450,000. Call Savills 
on 020 7226 6611.

 ⬤ Anna Robinson lives 
in an Art Deco flat in 
Clapton, overlooking 
Millfields Park. Her 
studio, where she runs 
her fake flower business 
Friend of Faux, is on the 
other side of Hackney 
Marshes. “It’s next door 
to Lighthaus café which 
is a total gem of a place, 
a real home from home 
to all the makers and 
creatives on the estate,” 
she says. 

 ⬤ A designer at Echlin 
architectural studio, 
Samuel Pye lives near 
the Olympic Park in a 
Victorian conversion 
flat. “We recently 
discovered part of the 
rear of the building uses 
a repurposed air raid 
shelter to hold it up,” he 
says. “A lot of the area 
was bombed and there 
are gaps in the terraces. 
It’s a constant reminder 
of the reality of life at 
that time.”

Thinking of 
moving? Start 
your search onHOMES & 

PROPERTY 
ONLINE
homesand 
property.co.uk

90,510
Tower Hamlets

58,550
Havering

47,730
Hackney

46,660
Newham 

36,150
Redbridge 

29,390
Barking & Dagenham

28,630
Waltham Forest 

What Crossrail 
will bring  
to the east
CROSSRAIL will make it 
as quick to travel to the 
city and Canary Wharf 
from Romford (average 
house price £318k) as it 
is from West Drayton 
(£367k) in west London; 
from Streatham (£568k)  
in the south and from 
Southgate (£591k) in 
north London. 

 ⬤ Television producer James Emtage moved from Vauxhall to Hackney  
10 years ago and fell in love with the street markets, Turkish stores and mixed 
architecture. He now lives in Broadway Market, in part of an old Victorian 
shop. In a wartime-style effort, locals came together during the coronavirus 
lockdown, says James. With his neighbours Kat and Caroline, he started 
Haggerston Plates, a free hot meals delivery service from his potting shed. 
Within a few days of setting up, they had 100 volunteers. “The East End is 
dismissed as awash with hipsters and start-ups, but it has retained its 
community spirit,” says James.
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G
RAND DESIGNS comes of 
age this year after 20 
glorious TV seasons of 
spiralling budgets, 
building site calamities, 

arguing couples, failed marriages, 
happy conclusions and big reveals.

Each story on the Channel 4 series 
ends with presenter Kevin McCloud 
delivering his verdict on the project at 
hand. But the story does not finish 
there. We’ve been catching up with 
Grand Design participants, sharing 
their stories from when the cameras 
stopped rolling to discover whether 
their house really did turn out to be 
the home of their dreams — or if it 
left them with unmanageable debt 
and unforeseen design problems.

FRANCIS AND KAREN SHAW 
The Castle House, Yorkshire 
So epic was the task of transforming 
Hellifield Peel Castle from a “pile of 
rubble” into a seven-bedroom family 
home, Grand Designs was extended 
to a one-off hour-and-a-half slot. 

The dramas don’t 
end when the 
filming stops. 
Ruth Bloomfield 
catches up with a 
couple who took 
on a ruined castle

Big reveal: Hellifield Peel Castle, above 
and main picture, transformed from a 
ruin into an elegant country house

Hard graft: Francis and Karen Shaw ran 
their castle as a B&B to “get out of a hole”

Architect Francis Shaw and his wife 
Karen bought the castle, near Skipton, 
Yorkshire, for £100,000 in 2004. They 
immediately spent £50,000 hooking 
it up to electricity and water, then, 
over the next three years, turned the 
ruin into a castellated country house.

The build cost £850,000, wiping out 
the £350,000 they had in savings. As 
the project stretched on, their 
original lender “pulled the plug” and 
requested they repay their entire debt 
within a month. The Shaws had to 

rapidly remortgage mid-build and 
moved into the castle attic with their 
two young daughters, now 24 and 22, 
to save cash while work continued, 
finally completing in 2007. 

To pay off credit card bills from the 
build and help with the mortgage, 
they opened the castle as a B&B. “It 
got us out of a hole and we did it for 
around 10 years,” says Francis, MD of 
Shaw & Jagger Architects, Harrogate.

In 2016 the couple put the house on 
the market for £1.65 million, but the 

Brexit vote put the prime country 
house market on hold. Several offers 
fell through and they took the castle 
off the market. Now in their fifties, 
they plan to stay put until their 
daughters finish their educations.

Francis thinks the house is worth 
about £2 million today, twice their 
original investment. But they’ve 
waited 16 years to “earn” it.

Despite the ups and downs, Francis 
has few regrets. “If I’d had more 
money I would have loved to have 
dug out the cellars, too. But it is all 
about money. That would have 
probably cost another £200,000 to 
£300,000, which I didn’t have.”

The verdict in the Shaws’ case must 
surely be: creating your dream house 
can have its nightmares.

Grand Designs
What happened next …

FOLLOW MORE GRAND DESIGNERS  
ONLINE AT homesandproperty.co.uk 
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Designed with 
wellbeing in mind

R
ISING in Docklands beside 
ExCeL exhibition centre is 
The Botanist, the latest phase 
of the new 796-home Royal 
Eden Docks neighbourhood 

that seeks to “incorporate nature in 
its architecture”. 

Green credentials of this E16 
location are enhanced by communal 
gardens and planted rooftops, one 
with a spectacular running track and 
“reflexology walkway”.

Less than 100 yards from the water, 
Royal Eden Docks offers superb views 
of the Thames, Canary Wharf and the 
City. A quarter of the site, equivalent 
to 20 tennis courts, is green space, 
including raised lawns and wildflower 
meadows plus outdoor activity areas.

Healthy lifestyles are also being 
promoted via green travel options, 
with more than 1,000 cycle storage 
spaces, electric car charging points 
and car club membership. Other 
amenities for residents include a 
business lounge, cinema room and 
24-hour concierge. The Botanist 

comprises 83 studios and apartments, 
with prices from £417,000. Call 020 
3944 8648. 

EDGE OF THE WEST END
To a prized central London district 
that’s undergoing a discreet facelift 
comes TwentyFive, a rare new 
boutique scheme of 23 lateral flats 
and two penthouses.

Portman Estate’s 110 acres stretch 
east of Edgware Road and north of 
Oxford Street, taking in four garden 
squares and more than 1,000 homes, 

many listed and bearing blue plaques. 
The estate used to own more land but 
the northern patch was sold in 1948 
to pay taxes after the death of the 
seventh Viscount Portman. Decades 
of decline followed, until five years 
ago when the aristocratic landlord 
put in place a redevelopment and 
refurbishment programme. More 
than £240 million has been invested. 

Chiltern Street, where the old fire 
station became the fashionable 
Chiltern Firehouse luxury hotel and 
restaurant, is a charming Victorian 
terrace high street with refurbished 
shop fronts and 49 niche businesses.

Cobbled New Quebec Street, off 
bustling Oxford Street, is now part of 

a hub branded “Portman Village”. 
More homes are coming. TwentyFive, 
alongside Seymour Place, is the latest 
scheme, a partnership with developer 
Native Land. The homes form part of 
a mixed-use block of offices, shops 
and eateries, set behind a cream 
stone and terracotta brick façade.

There’s a residents gym, basement 
parking, extra storage, 24-hour 
concierge and security. Prices from 
£1.45 million. Call 020 7758 3188.

SHEER POETRY IN W9
In leafy Maida Vale, The Masefield is 
Westminster City Council’s first 
private residential development, with 
31 flats and a new care home for the 

elderly. Named after John Masefield, 
Poet Laureate 1930-1967, the building 
suits the neighbourhood with its 
stone-and-brick façade, balconies and 
full-height windows. View the show 
flat by appointment. Prices from 
£625,000. Call 020 7087 5111.

Elsewhere in Maida Vale, in Lanark 
Road, a scheme of 73 rental homes 
for key workers has been unveiled by 
housing association Dolphin Living. 
Buyers must have an income below 
£90,000 and live or work within 
Westminster borough. Hospitality 
sector employees are included in the 
definition of key workers. Rents start 
at £177 per week for a one-bedroom 
flat. Call 020 7113 3349.

Smart moves
 By David Spittles 

From £417,000:  
studios and flats 
with up to three 
bedrooms at The 
Botanist, left and 
below left, at 
Royal Eden Docks 
in E16. The new 
neighbourhood 
aims to promote 
health and include 
nature in its 
architecture
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T
HE market for craft is 
booming. A report by the 
Crafts Council this spring 
showed that 73 per cent of 
adults in Britain bought 

something handmade last year, 
amounting to some 25 million 
objects, and almost a third of today’s 
buyers are under 35. Meanwhile, 
lockdown has fostered a sense of 
community, and shoppers questioned 
recently in several surveys say they 
now intend to shop locally wherever 
possible.

All this is good news for London’s 
abundant craft studios and small 
workshops, tucked into old railway 
arches, converted industrial buildings 
and even garden sheds across the 
city.

THE FURNITURE MAKERS: 
PORTER + TRUNDLE
SARAH EMILY PORTER and James 
Trundle are young artists with 
formidable craft skills who are 
channelling their flair for form and 
colour into imaginative furniture. 

Their very first range, called Loop, 
won the 2019 London Festival of 
Architecture City Benches 
competition. Handmade in the 
couple’s Camberwell workshop and 
presented in eye-popping super-
glossy colours, it’s recognisably  
inspired by the iconic map of the 
London Underground, which Porter 
and Trundle say is “a quintessential 
symbol” of the capital. Alternatively, 
furniture can have a natural timber 
finish. Everything is bespoke. A 
simple shelf unit costs from £300 and 
a small table from £2,000. Prices for 
the bench are from £4,000. Brass 
inlays can be added for around £350. 

 ⬤ portertrundle.com (07746 707692)

THE WEAVER: ALAN OLIVER
AFTER a short course in weaving a 
few years back, Alan Oliver “got the 
rug bug”. He went to pick up a 
substantial Kentish floor loom, 
sourced second-hand on the internet, 

and the seller gave him Techniques of 
Rug Weaving by the pre-eminent 
Peter Collingwood. “I worked through 
the various techniques and haven’t 
looked back,” Oliver says. Particularly 
popular are his Fade flatweave 
designs with their subtly graded 
colour. A small made-to-order rug 
costs from £750 and takes about 40 
hours of work. His colours/dyes are 
unique, sourced from plants and 
flowers around his Lambeth home, 
and from rusty iron from the Thames 
foreshore. “I love the rhythm and 
connection of weaving. It’s 
mathematical and ordered but free 
and expressive at the same time.”

 ⬤ alanoliver.co.uk (020 7582 1523)

 THE CERAMICIST: LINDA 
BLOOMFIELD
POTTER Linda Bloomfield works 
from a studio at the end of her 
Hammersmith garden. There, she 
skilfully throws at speed and before 
the pandemic was fulfilling many 
bulk orders from restaurants, making 
up to 50 plates a day. But lockdown 
halted hospitality commissions and 
now orders mostly come through her 
website, sparked by a popular link to 
Instagram (@lindathepotter). She just 
delivered a dinner service of six place 
settings to a young couple in Lewes, 
East Sussex. At first her affordable 
white matt porcelain seems pure and 
simple — then comes the thrill of the 
contrasting glossy interiors. This 
mistress of glazes has written text 
books on the subject.

 ⬤ lindabloomfield.
co.uk (020 8743 
7258) 

LIGHTING 
ARTISTS: 
CAMERON 
DESIGN 
HOUSE
AT THE 
end of an 
alley off 
a leafy 

Invest in fine 
craftspeople
There is something truly special about 
owning individual homewares made by 
artisans in their workshops and studios 
across London, says Barbara Chandler

Left: Samantha 
Sweet cuts and 
engraves fabulous 
glass in East 
Finchley
Below: potter 
Linda Bloomfield 
of Hammersmith
Below left: Sarah 
Emily Porter and 
James Trundle of 
Camberwell on 
their Loop bench

Left: bespoke 
sculptural lighting 
by Cameron 
Design House of 
St John’s Wood
Right: a rug 
made to order in 
subtly graded 
shades by 
Lambeth weaver 
Alan Oliver is a 
work of art 

street in St John’s Wood, a converted  
garage has become the  workshop for 
a small team of metalworkers, 
making airy sculptural linear lighting 
designed by their boss, Ian Cameron, 
who founded his business in 2014, 
hand-making luxury interior design 
with exquisite craftmanship.

During lockdown, Cameron 
diverted to making PPE and with the 
help of a “small army” of volunteers 
delivered 30,000 free protective face 
shields to more than 300 NHS 
hospitals. Now they are back in 
business: rolling, welding, laser 
cutting and 3D printing brass for their 
elegant, swooping strips of white 
LEDs. Each piece is bespoke and can 
be adapted accordingly. Prices start 
from £1,540. 

 ⬤ camerondesignhouse.com (020 
7372 7748)

THE GLASS WORKER: 
SAMANTHA SWEET
BASED in East Finchley, Samantha 
Sweet works from the garden studio 
of her semi-detached home. Glass 
cutting and engraving are her 
trademarks. Glasses, decanters and 
“milk bottles” in handmade, heavy 
and very clear crystal are incised 
deeply with glittering, polished 
patterns. She also makes beads and 
rings for jewellery. Trained at the 
RCA, Sweet completed a residency at 
a glass museum, where she studied 
the traditional crystal-cutting 
patterns that often influence her 
work. Milk bottles cost from £125 and 
make lovely stem vases.

 ⬤ Samanthasweet.com (07960 497121)


