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The draw for home buyers lies in smart 
regeneration, a new Overground station 
and a fabulous football stadium
 PAGE 18

South Bermondsey, 
your time has come
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Bag a socially 
distanced seat 
on the train
Londoners moving out of town for more 
space don’t want to risk Covid in crowded 
carriages. Ruth Bloomfield finds good-value 
homes in towns with a healthy commute

£525,000: a four-bedroom detached period cottage near Stevenage 
High Street and the station. Through Putterills (01438 418056)

L
O N D O N E R S  h a v e 
always looked upon 
commuting as a pain-
ful necessity if you 
want countryside,  
g o o d  s c h o o l s  a n d 
m o r e  s p a c e .  B u t 
Covid-19 is turning  

minds, more than ever before, to the quality 
of travel, with particular regard to health and 
safety. As September approaches many pre-
dict it will be the green light to return to the 
office for some, for at least part of the  week.

Home buyers considering a move beyond 
the reaches of the Tube should realise not 
all train companies are created equal, so it 
would be wise to study carefully what the 
services you might use have to offer in terms 
of a safe and comfortable commute. A season 
ticket will buy you a journey but not neces-
sarily a seat — making it harder to keep a 
safe social distance from fellow passengers.

SAFE DISTANCE WINNERS
Department for Transport data reveals that 
the best trains for being sure of a seat are 
London North Eastern Railway services to 
King’s Cross — only one per cent of morning 
rush-hour passengers are left standing. In 
second place is Virgin Trains West Coast, 
which serves Euston station, with three per 
cent, then East Midlands Trains services out 
of St Pancras International, on four per cent.

On the most crowded service, London 
Overground to Euston, 55 per cent of pas-
sengers don’t get a seat, while on Govia 
Thameslink Railway to Blackfriars, more 
than a third of morning rush-hour commut-
ers have to stand. While all trains are quieter 
than usual for now, in the coming months  

as we leave lockdown behind us, congestion 
will gather pace. So, if you are among the 
many who have decided to move out of town 
in search of cleaner air and more space, 
remember, a safe train carriage is a quiet 
train carriage. The following locations offer 
well-priced homes and a healthy commute.

BEDFORD 
East Midlands Trains
Commute: from 47 minutes
Annual season ticket: £4,972
Car parking: £9.20 a day/£156.80 a month
Average home: £246,333 (Rightmove)

 
THIS working market town on the River 
Great Ouse is an excellent, practical choice 
for exiting Londoners. School standards are 
high. The town centre has a comprehensive 
range of shops, pubs and restaurants and 
has had a recent upgrade courtesy of the 
local council, while the best of the housing 

stock is quality Victorian. Work has begun 
on a new train link between Oxford and 
Cambridge, giving Bedford new direct links 
to both cities over the next few years.

Lockdown has made open space a priority 
and Bedford Park is lovely, while there are 
lots of country walks north of the town. 
Every other year, Bedford River Festival 
attracts around 250,000 people. 

The smartest address is the Castle Quarter, 
a cluster of period houses close to the river. 
Matt Ireland, marketing manager at Wilson 
Peacock estate agents, says a four- to 
five-bedroom Victorian villa on The 
Embankment would cost about £800,000 
but a three-bedroom Victorian house in  
Castle Road would be about £350,000.

Post-war homes across the rest of the town 
centre are rather bland, but many Londoners 
want to live in one of Bedford’s pretty  
villages, with Biddenham, Bromham and 
Sharnbrook all good places to search — a 
four-bedroom detached house would be  
£400,000 to £500,000. Ireland suspects 
Bedford’s value for money comes from its 
location just over the Hertfordshire border. 
“If you go to Hitchin, 20 miles away, prices 
are 20 to 25 per cent more,” he says. 

LEAMINGTON SPA
Virgin Trains West Coast
Commute: from 1 hour 18 minutes
Annual season ticket: £9,460
Car parking: £8.50 a day/£32.40 per week
Average home: £254,000 (Rightmove)

A CLASSY Regency spa town, Leamington 
isn’t quite as chichi as Bath but it offers much 
better value when it comes to property. Road 
and rail links are both good — as well as 

trains to Euston there are Chiltern Rail ser-
vices to Marylebone — and Leamington has 
plenty of lovely parks and very good-quality 
schools.

Andrew James, associate director of estate 
agents Sheldon Bosley Knight, says London 
leavers eyeing up Leamington Spa tend to 
want either a big detached family house or 
a classic town centre Regency townhouse. 
A four- to five-bedroom detached house  
would cost £900,000 to £950,000, while 
those lovely period townhouses come in at 
£700,000 to £800,000 for a three-bedroom 
example. 

These, of course, are Leamington’s prime 
properties. With a budget of £500,000 you 
could get a three-bedroom Victorian villa in 
sought-after North Leamington. The south 
of the city is considered a bit student-y 
thanks to proximity to Warwick University.

In addition to its top-quality housing stock, 
open space, access to the M40 and the War-
wickshire countryside, under normal cir-
cumstances Leamington is bustling as well 
as beautiful, says Andrew James. “It has got 
some decent bars and a bit of nightlife.”

STEVENAGE
London North Eastern Railway
Commute: from 38 minutes
Annual season ticket: £3,964
Car parking: £8.50 a day/£151 per month
Average home: £277,068 (Rightmove)

THE posh bit of Stevenage is its Old Town, 
with period cottages clustered around a 
High Street with plenty of restaurants and 
cafés. You could buy a four-bedroom 
detached house in the Old Town from about 
£600,000. The other option is to take advan-

Offers over 
£850,000: with a 
heated outdoor pool 
and a double garage, 
this four-bedroom 
detached house, left,  
in sought-after 
Kimbolton Road, 
Bedford, is for sale 
through Wilson 
Peacock (03339 
873444)
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‘GREAT TRAIN LINKS AND A 
BUZZING TOWN TO ENJOY’

A
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M
Y

JESSICA THOMPSON made the big move away from 
London’s bright lights late last year to the slightly more 
subtle charms of Leamington Spa in Warwickshire.

She and her boyfriend Edward Hatherley, 28, left the 
two-bedroom Putney flat they shared with another couple 
and bought a three-bedroom Victorian terrace house in 
the centre of Leamington for £297,000. They immediately 
embarked on a £15,000 renovation, finishing just before 
lockdown. 

“Doing lockdown in London with four of us in a flat with 
one bathroom, all working from home, would have been a 
challenge,” says Jessica, 27, an account executive with a 
communications consultancy. “We were paying £530 a 
month each for the flat and our mortgage now is £870 a 
month between us, so it is much cheaper and we have so 
much space. We also have a little courtyard garden. 

Edward, 28, works for an energy firm. During lockdown 
they were able to work from home in style, entertained by 
their new Bengal kitten, Cita. During their downtime they 
have been exploring Leamington Spa. “The transport links 
are very good, and it has lots of independent bars and 
restaurants,” says Jessica. “Everything is really easily 
accessible and there’s lovely countryside and lots of 
National Trust properties nearby. It is a student town so it 
has got a bit of a buzz — there is no compromise really.”

tage of Stevenage’s fast train links to London 
and house hunt in one of its pretty satellite 
villages, surrounded by lush Hertfordshire 
countryside. 

Tracy Kosmalski, director of Putterills 
estate agents, recommends looking east of 
the A1M at the villages of Aston, Walkern 
and Graveley, where a four-bedroom period 

house would cost in the region of £750,000. 
“We are seeing a tremendous wave of people 
looking to move out of London at the 
moment,” says Kosmalski. 

“What they want is outside space, a study, 
or room for an outbuilding. I have never seen 
anything like it in 30 years.” However, house 
hunters should beware the “new” town. A  

great deal of historic Stevenage was almost 
submerged by a tidal wave of housebuilding 
after the Second World War. But dreams of 
creating a new town for Londoners ended 
up as a badly planned concrete jungle of 
estates, accompanied by a grim pedestri-
anised town centre. Kosmalski agrees it is 
not a thing of beauty but points out that the 

leisure facilities — including a cinema and 
theatre — are good. 

There are also plans in the pipeline  for a 
£350 million  regeneration of the new town 
centre, with shops, bars, restaurants and 
hundreds of new homes, plus open space. 
Developer Mace submitted a planning appli-
cation for the scheme in January.

Spa town 
space: Jessica 
Thompson and 
Edward 
Hatherley left a 
shared Putney 
rental flat and 
bought their 
own house with 
a garden in 
Leamington Spa

Scenic, historic 
Warwickshire: the 
town bridge over the 
River Leam in Royal 
Leamington Spa 
— for Regency 
homes and good 
London rail links
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Thinking of 
moving? 
Start your 
search on

T
HE Bermondsey most young 
Londoners know is all pints 
at The Woolpack, weekends 
browsing in Maltby Street 
Market and sherry and tapas 

at José, all in the metaphorical 
shadow of the Shard.

Just down the road things are less 
shiny and trendy, but South 
Bermondsey — for generations a 
not-very-pretty semi-industrial 
backwater —  is finally in line for its 
own resurrection, led by transport 
and football.

With government funding in place, 
work on detailed plans for South 
Bermondsey’s long-awaited London 
Overground station is under way. 
Transport for London says services 
from the station, between Queens 
Road Peckham and Surrey Quays, will 
begin by 2025. Those who recall the 
transformative impact that the arrival 
of the Overground had on Shoreditch 
and Hoxton 10 years ago would be 
right to start getting interested in 
South Bermondsey.

FOOTBALL IN FOCUS
Another big boost is being delivered 
by Millwall Football Club — the Lions 
— which has unveiled plans to 
redevelop its ground, The Den. As 
well as an enlarged architectural 
landmark stadium surrounded by 
brick arches, the proposals include 
new homes, a new public plaza lined 
with shops and restaurants, and a 
sports centre. A club spokesman said 
a planning application will be lodged 
this year.

Meanwhile, developer Renewal is 
also set to lodge an application this 
year, for New Bermondsey, its 
£1 billion masterplan for 30 acres 
around Surrey Canal Road, to include 
some 3,000 new homes. Earlier 
versions of the proposal also featured 
shops, parks and squares, cycleways 
and footpaths, a “creative quarter” of 
galleries, artist studios and live-work 
units, plus sports facilities.

The other big player in South 
Bermondsey is Berkeley Homes. Last 
summer it won permission for a 
multibillion-pound scheme in Malt 
Street, on a five-acre former meat 
factory site. The eight-year project 
could start later this year. As well as 
1,300 homes there will be offices, 
open space and a new linear park 
“inspired” by the Grand Surrey Canal 
which once ran through the area.

SHOP, EAT, ENJOY
Change is also eating away at the 
fringes of South Bermondsey. In 
Canada Water, British Land is 
spending £4 billion upgrading a 
46-acre development site with 
homes, shops, leisure facilities, 
restaurants and entertainment. And 
in Old Kent Road, a series of big new 
developments are planned. Last year 
Galliard Homes and Aviva Investors 
were granted permission for a 
£600 million mixed-use scheme 
including a 48-storey tower, 1,113 new 

homes, piazzas, a public square and a 
linear park. In total, £10 billion is 
expected to be spent on 
developments along the road, 
focusing on the two-mile stretch 
between the Bricklayers Arms 
roundabout and the junction with 
Ilderton Road. 

Paul Gibbens, sales manager at 
Oliver Jaques estate agents, says 
South Bermondsey’s promise is 
starting to pull well-informed buyers 
with an eye on the long game into 
South Bermondsey. 

“There is a lot of future potential,” 
he says. The area’s reputation has also 
improved, he feels, now that the 
notorious post-war Bonamy Estate 
has been replaced by modern new 
homes. Buyers who want to get in at 

the start of South Bermondsey’s 
regeneration could opt for one of the 
flats or small houses built on former 
industrial sites in the Eighties and 
Nineties. A one-bedroom flat will cost 
about £300,000, and a three-bedroom 
house from £525,000 to £550,000.

WORKING ON THE BASICS
There is almost no period housing 
until you get to the streets around 
Thorburn Square, on the borders of 
Bermondsey itself, where prices jump 
to £750,000 to £850,000 for a 
three-bedroom house. There’s also a 
handful of new homes, notably at 
Deptford Foundry, just south of The 
Den (anthology.london). One-
bedroom flats start at £395,000 and 
two-bedroom flats at £540,000.  Help 

to Buy, available on some of the flats, 
cuts the deposit down to five per cent. 
Built on a former metal foundry site, 
the scheme also includes workspaces 
for artists and designers and is within 
walking distance of Deptford, with its 
bars and restaurants.

The current big compromise with 
South Bermondsey is a serious lack of 
amenities. You could pretty much 
count the number of local cafés and 
restaurants on the fingers of both 
hands, and you need to go to Old Kent 
Road for basics like a supermarket. 

“It is not a destination,” agrees 
Gibbens. “But you can get to places 
like Shad Thames and Borough 
Market really easily, the train links to 
the City are good, and it is a quiet, 
residential area.”

Join the South 
Bermondsey fan club

A new station and Millwall FC are leading this neglected 
neighbourhood into the spotlight. By Ruth Bloomfield

Important 
player: Millwall 
Football Club’s 
redevelopment 
plans include a 
bigger, sweeping 
landmark stadium, 
new homes, 
shops, restaurants 
and a sports 
centre
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FRIENDS since school, Georgia Canagon, 
28, and Laura Middleton, 29, bought a 
flat together at Deptford Foundry, 
between hipster-friendly Deptford and 
up-and-coming South Bermondsey. 
Georgia, an operations manager with 
Anthology, the scheme’s developer, was 
aware of Deptford Foundry from its 
earliest stages and loved its views, 
location and the easy commute — 
although since March, when she and 
Laura, a trainee solicitor, moved in, they 
have spent more time working from 
home than in the office. 

The flat was £585,000 and the 
monthly mortgage and service charge 
cost them just over £600 each. “I love 
the vibe of the Deptford area,” says 
Georgia. “It’s culturally diverse and great 
for young professionals looking to enjoy 
the nearby bars and restaurants.

“I also enjoy living nearby some open 
green space with Deptford Park and 
Folkestone Gardens.

“South Bermondsey looks quite 
underdeveloped and industrial at the 
moment. Regeneration to the area 
would be great and having a new station 
would definitely be beneficial to that 
South Bermondsey pocket.

“It is certainly a great place to invest 
over the coming years.” 

FOOTBALL CLUBS are increasingly 
important players in London 
regeneration. A study by property 
consultants JLL shows that between 
2017 and 2021 five clubs, led by Arsenal 
and Spurs, will have built 3,600 homes.

Arsenal moved to Emirates Stadium 
in 2006, freeing up its old ground to be 
turned into Highbury Square, with 
650 flats and a central garden. When 
West Ham moved to the Olympic 
Stadium in 2016, work began on 

converting its Boleyn Ground into 
Upton Gardens, featuring more than 
800 new homes. Prices at the current 
phase, Academy House, start at 
£528,000 (barratthomes.co.uk).

Tottenham Hotspur, upgrading White 
Hart Lane, is building a £430 million 
stadium, 600 flats and a sports science 
college. AFC Wimbledon is working 
with Galliard Homes to redevelop 
Wimbledon Greyhound Stadium with 
600 homes and a new ground.

FOOTBALL CLUB DEVELOPERS

‘A GREAT PLACE 
TO INVEST FOR 
THE FUTURE’

Transport: trains from South 
Bermondsey (Zone 2) to London Bridge 
take five minutes. The planned New 
Bermondsey Overground station will 
have trains south to Clapham Junction 
and north to Highbury & Islington. A 
Bakerloo line extension along the Old 
Kent Road is under consideration.
Education: Ilderton Primary School is 
“outstanding”; Pilgrims Way Primary is 
“good”. Haberdashers’ Aske’s Hatcham 
Temple Grove is new; its predecessor 
was rated “outstanding” for early years 
learning. City of London Academy 
(Southwark) is rated “good” by Ofsted.
Green space: Southwark Park is a 
15-min walk north of The Den. Burgess 
Park is a half-hour walk to the west.

NEED TO KNOW

Making a start: in 
Malt Street, South 
Bermondsey, Berkeley 
Homes has permission 
for 1,300 new homes 
plus offices, open 
space and a linear park
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From £563,000: 
flats with stunning 
views at Aspen at 
Consort Place in 
Canary Wharf. The 
65-storey “vertical 
village” has a 
family club with 
play areas. There’s 
also a gym, pool 
and sky bar, and a 
landscaped square 
at the foot of the 
block with health 
centre and shops

Enjoy the main feature in Chelsea 
with a flat in a glam former cinema

Smart moves
 By David Spittles 

Family-friendly 
Canary Wharf

BISCUIT TOWN IS THE NEW SWEET SPOT
Industrial-chic homes in regenerating Bermondsey

T
RADITIONALLY, Canary 
Wharf’s housing market has 
been characterised by 
singles and childless couples 
living in swish flats near the 

office towers. Most owners and 
renters move away when they want to 
start a family, citing the absence of 
good local schools and child-friendly 
facilities as a prime reason.

Aspen at Consort Place, a so-called 
“vertical village” of 496 homes, aims to 
reverse this trend by offering amenities 
designed specifically for families in the 
Covid-19 era. Aspen Family Club on the 
first floor provides a games room and 
play areas to help parents juggling 
home working and childcare, while a 
landscaped square at the foot of the 
65-storey tower has a health centre, 
education space, community hall, 
shops, restaurants and cafés. 

Higher up the tower is a spa plus a 
gym, a pool and a sky bar where parents 

can chill out, and there’s a business 
suite, screening room and private din-
ing room, too. A second, linked tower 
is a new hotel offering Aspen residents 
a range of services.

Much is being made of the main tow-
er’s elegant sculptural form — a slender 
“three-petal” design that creates six 
corners and gives apartments fabulous 
double-aspect views. All homes come 
with high-speed fibre optic cabling for 
Z o o m  m e e t i n g s .  P r i c e s  s t a r t  a t 
£554,500. Call 020 7718 5202.

While this part of Docklands is 
unlikely to become a Nappy Valley, the 
local council is encouraging more fam-
ilies to settle by granting permission for 
more houses and by emphasising the 
district’s virtues as a clean, safe envi-
ronment with a surprising array of 
recreational and educational facilities 
for toddlers and teenagers, from 
numerous water sports to an urban 
farm and a Museum of London outpost.

NOW richer than ever, Chelsea is no 
longer a place for the duchess and the 
dustman as it was in the Swinging 
Sixties. However, imaginative projects 
that mix housing, retail and leisure are 
creating a fresh vibe for a new 
generation.

Essoldo House is the redevelopment 
of the Everyman cinema at the corner 
of King’s Road and Old Church Street. 
Boasting a distinctive curved façade of 
handmade Danish bricks and bronze, it 
is a new local landmark bringing 11 
flats, below, a new art house cinema, 
street-level bars and bistros. 

Most of the homes have outside 
space, including one with a 1,063sq ft 
terrace, while three are duplexes. A 
showpiece three-bedroom flat at the 
top of the building has a spectacular 
rotunda with an oval-shaped glass 

roof. Prices from £2,295,000 to 
£4.95 million. Underground parking 
spaces cost £125,000. Call Susan 
Metcalfe Residential on 020 7581 3349.

King’s Road Park, a new 
neighbourhood being built on a former 
gasworks site on the boundary with 
Fulham, aims to cash in on Chelsea’s 
cachet. It will have 1,843 flats, some 
with roof terraces, in three distinct 
“character areas” overlooking six acres 
of public open space.

Beaumont, the first phase, has 345 
homes and a glazed-roof subterranean 
spa with pool, gym, fitness studios and 
treatment rooms, plus two private 
cinemas, private dining rooms, a club 
lounge and virtual golf. Residents also 
enjoy private courtyard gardens. Prices 
start at £790,000. Call developer St 
William on 020 3004 4112.

IN THE heart of 
Bermondsey’s “Biscuit 
Town” regeneration area, 
new flats in Bombay 
Street, left, are on the site 
of a warehouse used by 
food firm Peek Freans to 
store Christmas puddings 
and wedding cakes, 
including one made for the 
marriage of Prince Charles 
to Lady Diana Spencer.

The new seven-storey 
building looms over 
railway tracks and 
celebrates industrial chic, 
with floor-to-ceiling 
windows, feature 
brickwork and zinc 
cladding. All 11 flats have 
outside space and there is 
a communal roof terrace 

with impressive views. A 
new community garden is 
being created, while 
connected railway arches 
will be refurbished for 
food and drink spaces. 
From £450,000. Call 
Kalmars (020 7403 0600). 

Design creep from 
Borough Market and 
London Bridge has 
brought artisan food and 
craft shops here, while a 
potential bonus for early 
buyers is the Bakerloo line 
Tube extension from 
Elephant & Castle to New 
Cross Gate. Preliminary 
work is under way, with 
two new Old Kent Road 
stations expected to boost 
local property values.

Move into a mansion where 
Good Queen Bess was a guest
ICKENHAM in outer west 
London was once the haunt 
of Tudor gentry. Queen 
Elizabeth I watched a 
performance of Othello in 
the grounds of Harefield 
Place, right, a manor house 
that was later redeveloped 
by a Georgian nobleman 
and now offers 25 luxurious 
homes.

In the Thirties, the 
eight-and-a-half-acre estate 
was a maternity hospital, 
later becoming the HQ of 
the Blockbuster video rental 

giant. The firm’s demise 
created an opportunity for 
the residential conversion 
and a painstaking two-year 
restoration project followed, 
reinstating Georgian and 
Edwardian elements and 
adding a new wing to the 
listed mansion.

The gated estate has a 
sweeping drive, lawns and a 
wellness centre with spa, 
gym, pool and tennis court. 
Prices from £995,000 to 
£1,695,000. Call Beauchamp 
Estates (020 7499 7722).
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Cathy Hawker finds staycation flats 
with all the inspirational beauty of the 
Lake District National Park to enjoy

Worth staying
at home for

T
HE Lake District is 
England’s largest and most 
visited National Park, 885 
square miles of fells, glacial 
lakes, mountains, valleys 

and villages in Cumbria. Every year 
over 19 million visitors come to stroll, 
hike and enjoy water sports amid 
inspirational natural beauty. Covid-19 
has seen a huge swing back to 
staycations — and the Lake District 
reminds us why we should enjoy the 
magnificence on our doorstep.

A limited supply of homes and strict 
planning rules for new build mean it 
was always a trickier place than most 
to buy a holiday home. And when in 
2017 the Lake District National Park 
was awarded Unesco World Heritage 
status, those problems only increased.

So two projects offering new and 
newly renovated homes within 
Cumbria are of special interest to 
holiday home hunters. 

A Gothic-style Victorian limestone 
pile, Stone Cross Mansions in 
Ulverston was built for a wealthy 
mine-owning family and later served 
as a Second World War military 
hospital, a boys’ school and the HQ of 
a lighting company, before lying 
empty for 10 years.

Now, after a three-year total facelift, 
it offers 19 two- and three-bedroom 
flats of 836sq ft to 1,800sq ft priced 
from £250,000 to £600,000. Annual 
service charges start from £1,977.

Developer Charles Church has 
spent £4 million creating modern 
homes in a classical building. In the 
magnificent entrance hall, 
balustrades from the original grand 

staircase have been remade, double-
height stone arches and columns 
have been repaired and a Victorian 
triptych of Tennyson’s Sleeping 
Beauty has been restored.

The flats have appealed to local 
professionals, foreign buyers, second 
home owners and downsizers from 
London and the South-East as well as 
Manchester and Cheshire, says Jamie 
Adam of Savills. A gated community, 
it offers “essentially new-build homes 

in an excellently converted heritage 
building”, he adds. “On your doorstep 
are wonderful pubs and restaurants, 
walks, lakes and the great outdoors.”

On the southern side of the Lakes, 
Ulverston is generally quicker to 
reach from London than Cornwall or 
Dorset, says Adam, adding that it’s 
certainly quicker by train and is more 
affordable. It’s nine miles north-east 
of market town Barrow-in-Furness for 
schools, a hospital and theatre. 
Ulverston station links to London 
Euston in two-and-a-half hours. The 
town has good restaurants and shops 
and hosts family-friendly annual 
festivals. There’s a golf club and 

leisure centre and Windermere 
is within 20 minutes.

In Backbarrow in the National 
Park itself, Ironworks is a 
development on the site of a 
former foundry that smelted 
lead used in Second World War 
bouncing bombs. There are 43 
new one- to four-bedroom flats 
priced from £215,000 to 
£395,000 with annual service 
charges from £620. So far 16 
have sold with several owners in 

residence. Modern features include 
oak floors, full-height windows and 
fully equipped kitchens with Bosch 
appliances. “These would make great 
rental properties or second homes,” 
comments Savills’ Jamie Adam. “They 
have no restriction on occupancy, 
with the Lakes on your doorstep.”

 
 ⬤ Savills: savills.com
 ⬤ Lake District National  

Park: lakedistrict.gov.uk

From £250,000: modern 
flats in restored Victorian 
Stone Cross Mansions, inset, 
in Ulverston, with the Lake 
District on the doorstep
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L
OCKDOWN has been hard on our 
homes, as we’ve treated them to a 
24/7 whole-household assault. 
Now, as we adapt to the Covid “new 
normal”, it could be time to show 

them a little love.
New season homeware is filling the 

room sets in London’s bigger stores, 
design boutiques and, of course, it’s 
everywhere online. The mood is for a 
quiet and comforting style, with low-key 
colours and soothing natural materials 
including wood, wool, copper, linen and 
stone. “Muted hues like olive and slate 
bring tranquillity and comfort,” says 
Clotilde Passalacqua, heading up interior 
design at Ikea UK.

Aware of wastefulness, brands are 
flagging up quality and longevity. At 
Heal’s, a favourite London store crammed 
with style and many floors of choice, boss 
Hamish Mansbridge explains: “Buying 
things to last is the best path to 
sustainability, maximising materials and 
minimising energy consumption.”

But quality — so good for the 
environment — is also claimed for the 
high street and supermarkets. Sainsbury’s 
impressive team of 20 in-house designers 
is led by Andrew Tanner, himself a gifted 
ceramicist. He says: “Customers now 
demand high-grade linens — that’s 
around 400 threads per inch. They want 
cast-iron cookware, with robust enamel 
coatings and 600 gsm towels, that’s grams 
of cotton per square metre. But at the 
same time goods must be affordable and 
easy to buy, whether in store or on the 
internet.” Quality Sainsbury’s linens start 
at £12 for a pair of pillowcases and a 
cream cast-iron casserole is £45.

Brands are also tapping into “heritage” 
and archives. At Ikea, expect wing chairs, 
plump cosy sofas, turned solid wooden 
legs, tweeds and plaids, and familiar 
patterns/shapes for china and glass. A chic 
mono houndstooth wingback chair is 
£199, a black stick-back chair, is £75 and a 
plaid two-seater sofa is £429. The “modern 
archive” edit at John Lewis 
gives a new look to old 
favourite florals on wallpaper 
and rugs. 

Swedish H&M HOME has a 
collaboration with the British 
Museum, putting flowers on to 
dusky backgrounds for plates, 
mugs, vases, candles and 
cushions, all inspired by the 
intricate paper mosaics of 
18th-century artist Mary 
Delany and with prices from 
£1.99 to £29.99. “We’ve drawn 
a lot from 18th-century Britain 
this season, sparked by art, 
Romanticism and gardens,” 
says designer Guillaume 
Vaillant. H&M also speaks of 
its “timeless classics”, 

Quality 
homeware 
that lasts 
Timeless style and 
low-key colours 
comfort us after 
lockdown, says 
Barbara Chandler

Simple and effective: Diego console table 
with granite-effect top and powder-coated 
steel legs, £99 (furniturevillage.co. uk)

Above: Leaf floor lamp, £250; Tuck armchair, £399; Skye jute rug, £220; oak string shelves set, 
£112; coffee table, £299; two-seater Harriet sofa, £1,099, all John Lewis (johnlewis.com)
Below: Amtico Signature flooring from the Colour Edit range, £70 per sq m (amtico.com)

Classic styling never dates: above, Ballatta storage cabinet in oak, 
£935; Originals butterfly chair, ash/white, £705, both Ercol (ercol.co.uk)
Below: chair £199.99; lamp £119.99 both H&M HOME (hm.com)

Above: the Verso high sideboard in ash 
with black steel inlay, £2,340 (ercol.co.uk)
Right: Kilo nest of metal side tables, 
priced £95 at Habitat (habitat.co.uk)

RELY ON 
YOUR 
CHECK 
LIST
TESTS 
See Which? reports — 
subscriptions cost £1 for 
the first month then 
£9.75 a month (which.
co.uk); have upholstery 
fabrics had a “rub test”? 
Upwards of 25,000 rubs 
is good for hard wear.

GUARANTEES
Exactly what is covered? 
Franke sinks are 
guaranteed for 50 years, 
John Lewis sofa frames 
for 15. Amtico will 
transfer its luxury vinyl 
tiles guarantee as 
homes change hands. 
Ikea has a 25-year 
guarantee on some 
kitchens, a 10-year 
guarantee for sofa 
frames and cushions, 
and 25 years for 
mattresses and bed 
bases.

CLEANING 
Ask about cleaning and 
how to do it. “A properly 
cleaned carpet will last 
for perhaps 10 years, 
and hard flooring 
perhaps 20,” says 
Richard Ash, flooring 
buyer at John Lewis.

REPAIRS  
AND SPARES
Can a product be 
repaired? Or revamped? 
For example, can the 
sofa you intend to buy 
be reupholstered, or 
does it come with loose 
covers that could be 
replaced? Can that table 
top be re-sanded — and 
could those kitchen 
cabinets be repainted 
for a new lease of life?

INSTALLATION AND 
WORKMANSHIP
Make sure fitted 
carpets, furniture and 
kitchens are correctly 
installed, wallpaper 
properly hung and 
curtains expertly made 
with good linings.

including quality linen sheets, selling 
since 2009. At Habitat, head of design 
Kate Butler says: “We’ve been doing 
durable design since the Sixties and some 
products are still going strong in many 
homes. We have long-standing suppliers 
and craft workshops working a long time 
on well-considered products that will last 
from home to home.”

“Made by hand” is the new mantra. When 
an object is crafted with care rather than 
produced in quantity, there’s a human 

connection for a lasting treasure. Find 
woven rush, string, cane and wicker, 
mouth-blown glass, hand-thrown 

pots and textured fabric 
weaves and rugs at H&M, 
Ikea and Habitat.  

Have fun in autumn 
with tropical prints, 
brighter paints, quirky 
lamps and cushions 
galore for a quick 
fashion fix. Tesco has 
bird-printed piped 
cushions for £15 and a 
dinner service for £40, 
while a Sainsbury’s 
peacock lamp, £45,   

 gives style credentials.

Customers now demand 
high-grade goods…  but 
they must be affordable 
and easy to buy


