
n Rutland-based interior designer Elizabeth 
Stanhope imbued Welland House with its 
signature country-house style. All of her projects 
are bespoke, but initial design consultations start 
at £250. elizabethstanhope.co.uk 
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How to cultivate your own 
food in an urban environment

grow ahead  

geT The LooK In the manicured, 
landscaped grounds 
sits a greenhouse  
by Alitex, specialists 
in Victorian-style 
conservatories,  
roof lights and 
atriums. Prices for 
greenhouses start at 
£11,250, alitex.co.uk

Manuel Canovas’ 
Tiana fabric, in 

Turquoise/Nattier, 
was used for  

the cushions.  
£99 per metre roll, 

designs.colefax.com

Flitting between green 
and grey depending on 
the time of day, Farrow 

& Ball’s soothing French 
Gray is used on many of 
Welland House’s walls. 

French Gray No.18 
Estate Emulsion  

£47.95 for 2.5litres, 
farrow-ball.com

Welland House’s floors  
are softened by Jacaranda 
Carpets’ 100 per cent New 
Zealand wool Natural Weave 
Square, available in creams, 
greys, squares and charcoals.  
£100 per metre sq, 
jacarandacarpets.com

emma weLLs is encHanted by tHis beautifully 
restored Home witH amazing rural views...

brand new
The 

continued on Page 16 » 

M
Ark AiTchison’s first viewing  
of Welland house eight years  
ago was not exactly auspicious. 
Despite the fact it had a Grade  
ii listing, its horrible modern 

windows, two ugly overground septic tanks and 
wild, overgrown grounds were enough to make 
him want to keep driving. But a glimpse of the 
home’s glorious, uninterrupted views over the 
Welland Valley, with 250ft of river frontage and 
fishing rights all part of the package, convinced 
him to investigate further. ‘i am a biologist and 

keen fisherman, and the chance to have otters, 
kingfishers and dragonflies at the bottom of my 
garden was incredibly appealing,’ says Mark, 60, 
who is managing director at Frontier Agriculture 
– the Uk’s largest crop production and grain 
production business. 

‘i had always wanted to have a kitchen with 
picture windows overlooking rural views, so this 
was my opportunity. Plus i am very keen on 
restoration so this seemed like a great project to 
take on.’ Mark, a self-confessed perfectionist 
who grew up in a rough part of Liverpool and 

had dreamed since childhood of escaping to the 
country, realised, however, that he had met his 
match when he toured the house. 

Located in the small village of Tixover, just a 
ten-minute drive from the perfectly Georgian 
Lincolnshire market town of stamford so 
beloved by location scouts on breeches-and-
bonnets period dramas, Mark says of the home: 
‘it was lovely, plus it had never flooded... but it 
was wrecked.’ 

Built of beautiful golden-yellow stamford 
limestone, the building was filled with damp, as 

rainwater had been allowed to pour in, and  
much of the work that had been done to it over 
the decades was ‘a complete bodge job’. 

With a team of local master masons and 
craftsmen, Mark repointed the entire property – 
originally three 18th-century cottages that had 
been later united – with lime mortar, fixed the 
roof up with original collyweston stone slate 
and rebuilt the brick chimney stacks in stone. A 
porch was also added, blending seamlessly with 

Elizabeth Stanhope 
sells a range of 
classic-contemporary 
furniture.  
The Beige 
Buttoned 
Chair would 
look great in  
a bedroom.  
£335, elizabeth 
stanhope.co.uk



came in the shape of a vaulted-
ceilinged extension, giving the four 
double-bedroom house a total 
2,800sq ft living space. It houses a 
bespoke Alexander Lewis kitchen 
with natural quartzite worktops 
and a dining area with bi-fold doors, 
fitted with traditional peg fixings 
instead of modern screws – a 
homage to the home’s history. 

‘I’m a stickler for detail,’ says 
Mark, who has taken on 
several smaller 
renovation projects 
over the years.  
‘I just can’t  
bear for things 
to not be  
just right.’

He was no 
less exacting 

when it came to the decorative 
scheme of Welland House. With  
the help of Rutland-based interior 
designer Elizabeth Stanhope 
(elizabethstanhope.co.uk), who 
specialises in top-end country 
house makeovers, the house now 
features chalky Farrow & Ball hues 
on the wall, Manuel Canovas and 
Osborne & Little wallpapers and 
fabrics and pure New Zealand  
wool carpets. Zinging minty greens 

and deep turquoises are 
picked out in chairs and 

cushions, and the 
bathrooms are kitted 
out with Fired Earth 
fittings and tiling. 

The grounds have 
been another 
project for Mark, a 
keen gardener. He 
has created several 

stone terraces, 
installed a Victorian-

style greenhouse and a 
brick potting shed, and 

grows vegetables and salads 
as well as roses. He has also nearly 
completed the restoration of The 
Forge, a detached 768sq ft two-
bedroom cottage with sitting room, 
wine store and river view. 

It is, however, now being offered 
for sale  along with the main house, 
for £1.85million, as Mark is moving 
to Shropshire due to work and 
travel commitments. 

He is loath to leave his lovely 
property, but hopes its idyllic 
location will be appreciated by one 
of the many young families 
currently scouting the local area for 
a rural home, just a 50-minute 
commute into London King’s Cross 
from nearby Peterborough station. 

He will leave with only one dream 
unfulfilled, which he hopes the new 
owner might take on. ‘Imagine a 
boat house on the edge of the river,’ 
he muses, ‘with a kitchen and 
folding doors opening onto a dining 
area, a waterside walkway and 
outdoor BBQ area. You could simply 
step into your canoe or go fishing. 
That would be perfection. 

n Welland House is for sale with 
Fine & Country, £1.85m, 

 fineandcountry.com 
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‘I’m a stickler 
for the details’

the main facade. ‘It was built to look 
as if it had been there for over 200 
years,’ Mark says. As for the 
inappropriate windows, Mark spent 
more than £20,000 replacing every 
one, with bespoke stone mullioned 
windows with bronze casement 
frames, or hardwood sash models. 

Local limestone flooring, infused 
with fossilised shells, was laid 
inside, and the entire property – 
which Mark shares with his 11-year-
old-son – was rewired, replumbed 
and replastered, all part of a 
£600,000 building budget that he 
says was significantly blown. 

Mark’s longed-for kitchen with 
views over gently rolling 
agricultural land and grazing sheep 

» From: Page 15 

 Vault line: Extension  
 houses a bespoke kitchen   
 and a high, vaulted ceiling   

 ZIngy: Mint green chairs and  
 cushions add a pop of colour 

 Views update: Floor-to-ceiling  
 windows open out to the  
 countryside 

 Heritage: Bi-fold doors  
 feature traditional peg fixings 
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Living the 
Reach foR the staRs by snapping up  
a new home in one of the capital’s 
tallest toweRs, says AndreA deAn

LAndmArk PinnAcLe, e14, from £559,000
At 275 metres-high, this 75-storey skyscraper is London’s – 
and Europe’s – tallest residential building. Standing on the 

edge of Canary Wharf, it includes the city’s highest residents’ 
gym and roof terrace and 752 studio, one, two and three-bed 

apartments, 70 per cent of which are now sold. 
landmarkpinnacle.co.uk, via jll.co.uk and knightfrank.co.uk 

UncLe WembLey, HA9, 
rental, from £1,329pcm
Wembley’s tallest development consists  
of 239 one, two and three-bed rental 
apartments arranged across two  
buildings of 21 and 26 storeys. Homes  
are pet-friendly and provided unfurnished 
or furnished by Danish brand BoConcept, 
and residents have access to a gym, a 
wellness room, roof terrace and superfast 
internet. uncle.co.uk 

SoUtHbAnk toWer 
Se1, two-beds from 
£2.15million 
After the addition of 11 floors and a 
mega-makeover, a rundown 1970s 
office block has been transformed into 
193 luxury high-rise homes with top-
notch amenities such as a rooftop 
garden, swimming pool and cinema. 
The apartments are arranged over 42 
levels, enjoying breathtaking views of 

the Thames and beyond. 
southbanktower.com

Leon HoUSe, 
croydon cr0, from 
£349,500
It might lack central London’s glamour 
but Croydon makes up for it in 
affordability. You’ll get views and 
stylish interiors, too, in this newly 
refurbished modernist ex-office block, 
with 263 one and two-bed apartments 
set over 20 floors with a rooftop 
garden. leonhousecroydon.co.uk

one biSHoPSgAte 
PLAzA, ec2, £4.35m
A rare opportunity to live in the Square 
Mile, this massive three-bed, three-
bath apartment is in the Sky 
Residences, a collection of uber-
luxurious one, two and three-bed 
apartments in the top half of a 43-
storey tower. savills.com

WArdiAn 
London e14,  
from £720,000
EcoWorld Ballymore’s 
innovative development 
is filled with greenery 
and consists of 766 
studio, one and two-bed 
apartments spread over 
two towers of 50 and  
55 storeys, gazing 
across Canary Wharf. 
Each home has floor-to-
ceiling windows opening 
on to a private, low-
maintenance, ready-
planted sky garden, 
wardianlondon.com 

keybridge, 
SW8, £1.04m 
Only one spacious  
two-bed, two-bath 
apartment, complete 
with a balcony, remains 
for sale in 37-storey 
Keybridge Lofts, the 
UK’s tallest residential 
brick tower. It’s in the 
heart of well-connected 
Vauxhall, and there’s a 
club lounge, and on-
site spa and gym with a 
swimming pool, sauna 
and steam room. 
mountanvil.com

Sky gArdenS, 
SW8, from 
£525,000
The spectacular, lush 
communal gardens on the 8th 
and the top (35th) floor of this 
riverside building boast views 
over Westminster, the City 
and Canary Wharf and have 
to be among London’s best 
spots for capturing Insta-
worthy sunsets. All the  
one and two-bed 
apartments have their  
own enclosed gardens. 
strawberrystar.co.uk

one WeSt Point, W3, 
from £590,000
Part of mixed-use scheme Portal West 
close to the forthcoming HS2/Crossrail 
interchange, this 54-storey block lays 
claim to being West London’s tallest 
residential tower, with the highest living 
space outside Canary Wharf. The 362 one, 
two and three-bed apartments all have a 
private balcony or terrace, jll.co.uk

high life

tHe AtLAS bUiLding, ec1,  
from £1.037 million
Just a handful of two and three-bedroom apartments are left in Rocket 
Properties’ landmark building, the tallest in Tech City. Extending to 40 
storeys, it’s a stone’s throw from Old Street station, and interiors have 
engineered wooden floors, bespoke wardrobes and integrated  
Siemens appliances. theatlasbuilding.com 

PHOTO
: DBOX
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Combining Help to buy witH an 
inCentive for nHS Staff gave 
tHeSe two paramediCS peaCe of 
mind, tHey tell AndreA deAn

T
HE timing of Luke Weaver’s 
and Rachel Baumber’s 
decision to buy couldn’t have 
been better, as it coincided 
with the launch of Barratt 

Homes’ NHS deposit contribution 
scheme, which gives NHS workers a five 
per cent deposit towards their first 
home. Luke, 25, and Rachel, 29, both 
paramedics and keen to move out  
of their small rental property, had 
already planned to use the Help to Buy 
equity loan scheme to secure a three-
bed house at Barratt’s Holly Blue 
Meadows development in  
Burntwood, Staffordshire.

Under Help to Buy, 
purchasers with a five 
per cent deposit can 
qualify for a loan of 
20 per cent (40 per 
cent in London) 
of the price of a 
new-build, so 
only require a 
75 per cent 
mortgage. The 
loan is interest-
free for five 
years and paid 
back when the 
property’s sold, as a 
proportion of its value 
at the time. 

Help to Buy is currently 
available to both first-time buyers  
and home movers on homes costing up 
to £600,000, but it is due to be replaced 
by a new scheme with tougher 
eligibility criteria in April. People who 
currently own a property or have done 
so in the past will no longer be able to 
apply, and lower regional price caps are 
being introduced. 

Barratt’s deposit contribution scheme 
was launched on May 23 to thank NHS 
staff for their hard work during the 
Covid-19 crisis. Running until the end of 
the year and with a maximum 
contribution of £15,000 per property, it 
is open to both new applicants and 

people who reserved a home before that 
date but haven’t yet completed. When 
used in conjunction with Help to Buy, 
the extra five per cent deposit means 
they can apply for a 70 per cent rather 
than the usual 75 per cent mortgage, 
making monthly repayments lower.

‘The Help to Buy scheme allowed us to 
put just a five per cent deposit into the 
house,’ says Luke. ‘Also, the NHS deposit 
contribution scheme was launched 
during our purchase, which was great 
as it eased a few financial worries that 
we had. Everything has gone smoothly, 
the communication and updates have 
been more than what we could have 

wanted and the sales adviser 
has been easy to talk to, 

gave us great advice and 
is very responsive to 

any queries.’
The couple, 

together with their 
two cats, Daisy and 
Theodore, hope to 
move into their 
detached house 
next month. They 
are happy that 

they’ve had some 
input into the design 

process by selecting 
finishes from the Extra 

Choices range, as Luke 
explains: ‘We really liked the idea 

of being the first to live in the house, 
and being able to choose items such as 
flooring and kitchen units means that it 
can all be completed before we move in.’

Holly Blue Meadows is located on the 
edge of the Chasewater reservoir  
and country park, surrounded by 
Staffordshire countryside and only a  
15-minute drive into Lichfield. 

Two, three and four-bed houses are 
for sale, starting from £201,995, and a 
three-bed Ennerdale detached house-
type (pictured inset) similar to Luke and 
Rachel’s is from £286,995 with Help to 
Buy on offer. 

n barratthomes.co.uk 

 Doctor in the house: Medic  
 Luke and Rachel love their  

 home at Barratt’s Holly  
 Blue Meadows 

(For a three-bed 
Ennerdale house)
Purchase price: 
£286,995
5% deposit: 
£14,350
20% Help to Buy 
loan: £57,400
Mortgage: approx. 
£862pcm
Estate charge: 
approx. £13pcm
Monthly spend 
approx: £875

do tHe 
MATHS

‘New NHS scheme  
eased our concerns’

PHoto
: StEVE BAKER SGB PHoto
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MIgUEL 
BARCLAY

MY FIRST
HOME

‘I loved doing 
up my house’
TV chef boughT 
a camden home 
he used To walk 
pasT eVery day

C
elebriTy chef Miguel 
barclay, 35, may be known 
for his no-nonsense cooking 
on a budget, a la his famous 
One Pound Meals, but he 

doesn’t mind saving a few quid when 
it comes to property. Miguel bought a 

small Camden house and made it 
bigger and better, doing a lot of the 
work himself and reducing his bills. 
His Miguel’s Pizza restaurant is at 
buck Street Market, which recently 
reopened to the public and has the 
largest rooftop in Camden.

When did you buy your home?
i bought my first home about six years 
ago in Camden Town after living in the 
area for ten years and falling in love 
with it. i used to walk past the house 
every day and never thought i’d actually 
live there. it was a random shortcut i 
liked to take down a road with a row of 
identical terraced houses. i wasn’t 
fussed which one i would live in, they 
were all the same, i just liked the fact 
that it would be a whole house. All i 
needed was two bedrooms and an open-
plan kitchen/lounge area for work, then 
the garden was a total bonus. it’s 
basically a big flat spread over a few 
floors; small houses like this are quite 
rare and it was a great way for me to be 
able to afford my own freehold property.  

Why did you decide to buy  
at that point?
i was about 30-years-old and was about 
to get married. So the timing was perfect 
for us to create a home together. My wife 
sold her flat and we bought a lovely 
house together and started living like 
proper grown-ups. 

How did it feel to buy?
it was the biggest and most important 
purchase of my life, so it was a huge deal 
for me to buy a house. but i knew the 
area very well and it was exactly where i 
wanted to live, so i wasn’t nervous about 
it. i was more worried about doing the 
house up – it was in a really bad state.

What did you do with it?
i fancied trying my hand at property 
development and wanted to try and  
add some value to it, so it had to have 
potential to extend. it was important  
for me to have my own space where i 
could do whatever i wanted, so a small 
freehold property was preferable over 
a larger, fancier leasehold flat. 

You built an extension?
One of the surprises was i learnt how 
easy it was to build. it transformed a 
badly designed house, struggling to sell, 
into a perfectly proportioned home. i’d 
love to do it all over again.

Did you do a lot of the  
renovations yourself then?
i ripped out everything, so it was just 
joists and brick walls. but i had zero 

experience so i had to get on youTube 
and find out how to put it all back 
together. That was the fun part. it took 
two years and i learned everything,  
from plumbing to electrics to flooring, 
kitchens and bathrooms. i found out 
how to take out sash windows by 
watching a youTube video and then  
fully restored and re-hung them with 
new weights. The Diy extension was all 
done under permitted development and  
i just dug a hole, filled it with concrete, 
employed a bricklayer and before i knew 
it, it was almost done. 

Sounds easy....
i had a few issues along the way. it took 
two attempts at the roof and the size of 
the back door created some problems 
with the U-value calculations, but i 
really enjoyed researching and learning 
about all the building regulations. 

Did you build your own kitchen?
i built my own kitchen out of lengths of 
wood from the timber yard in Camden.  
i just screwed them together to make a 
rough kitchen shape and stuck some 
wine crates in the holes. it was cheap 
and a bit rough around the edges but i 
was after something rustic and 
unpolished for my instagram and 
youTube channels. it needed to reflect 
my style of food and feel like a place i 
would be found cooking. it turned out 
quite nice, nicer than i’ve described it...

Did you cook a lot there?
i’ve written and photographed five 
cookbooks in this house and, because of 
the large kitchen and extended space in 
the lounge, it works great. Normally, 
stuff like this is done in big warehouses 
but there was plenty of space to cook in 
this way. i have two hobs, which is a bit 
unusual, but it was important that i built 
this kitchen for work, too.

Any favourite memories there?
i remember when we got married, then 
bringing my son Charlie home after he 
was born and then his first steps – it’s a 
lovely family home with family 
memories. but i also like the fact that my 
cookbooks were written and shot here, 
too. i like the fact that these memories 
are all intertwined.
 n buckstreet.market
� IntervIew�by�olIver stallwood

 Home viewing:  
 Miguel picked up  

 DIY tips from  
 YouTube 
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You don’t need loads of 
outdoor space to live off 

the land. urban food 
grower claire ratinon 

tells Clare Morrisroe 
how citY-dwellers can 

cultivate their own grub 

Continued on Page 22 » 

T
HIS book was planned long 
before Covid so please don’t 
judge me about how on the 
nose it is,’ laughs Claire 
Ratinon about the launch  

of her new tome, How To Grow Your 
Dinner Without Leaving The House. 
The project was greenlit 18 months 
ago – but it’s delivery to a world now 
trapped in the middle of a mass 
pandemic couldn’t be more timely.

Urban food grower Claire, 36, who 
has worked with super chef Yotam 
Ottolenghi, had no idea lockdown 
was to spark food shortages in 
supermarkets. Or that it would ignite 
the nation’s appetite for a 
reconnection with nature.

‘I guess this time has elicited a 
moment of reflection for many 
people,’ says Claire, who started 
growing edible plants while living in 
a one-bedroom flat in Hackney.

‘Growing food shouldn’t only be 
accessible to those who have the 
privilege of a garden or lots of 
outside space. I’ve grown plants in 
east London primary schools, 
disused car parks and Tube stations.

‘And I believe that if you want to 
grow your own, it is possible 

 Food for thought: Claire  
 says you can grow edible  
 plants in limited spaces 
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‘Nurturing 
a seed into  
a plant is 
humbling’
wherever you live to experience the 
simple and humbling pleasure of 
nurturing a seed into a plant that 
ends up on your plate.’ 

Here, Claire gives shares her tips 
for urban growing in small spaces. 

POT luck 
Pots can fit in the smallest of spaces. 
And the best part of container 
growing is adaptability. You can 
repot plants if they need more soil, 
find new locations for more 
sunshine, and place them out of 
reach of pests such as slugs and 
snails. They also need less weeding 
and are easier to feed. I currently 
grow in plastic pots as they’re 
reusable so don’t end up in landfill 
and are light and water-retentive.  
But pretty much anything can be 
converted into a container – old 
shoes, bathtubs, reusable shopping 
bags, colanders or a disused toilet!  
As long as the vessel provides 
enough room for the soil a plant 
needs and for its root system, has 
drainage holes and is 
sturdy enough to 
support the plant as it 
gets bigger, you can  
use anything.

MAkE THE MOST 
OF YOuR 
SMAll SPAcE  
Walls and fences can 
greatly increase 

your growing space, especially on a 
balcony or small patio. If you have a 
sunny spot, install a trellis and grow 
climbing plants such as French beans 
and courgettes, which will grow up 
towards the sun. Hanging baskets are 
great for tomato plants, lettuces or 
herbs and a great option if your only 
outside space is on a porch or by a 
door. Make sure that you’re drilling 
into a solid and stable wall. Creating 
different levels is a good way of 
helping plants to grow. Use old 
furniture, boxes and wooden crates 
to raise pots off the ground and  
into the sunlight to allow you to 

» From Page 21

GET THE lOOk 

WATER WORKS
Don’t worry if you 

forget to water your 
plants, this pot has a 
self-watering insert 

to keep the earth 
nicely moist. 

Ikea PS Fejö, £17, Ikea, 
ikea.com

ON THE LADDER
Great for garden or greenhouse, this 

solid pine potting ladder means you can 
mix and match your plants in a small 

space. Argos Home wooden large 
potting ladder, £78, Argos, argos.co.uk

EAT IT
Grow edible flowers for the prettiest 
blooms on and off your plate.  
Sophie Conran edible flower garden 
seed set, £10.99, Burgon & Ball, 
burgonandball.com

 Green days: Tomatoes,  
 aubergines and chilli can  
 all be grown and enjoyed 
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how to grow a 
lettuce, you will 
be able to try your hand at chard, 
kale, rocket, sorrel, mustard leaves –
so they’re a good place to start your 
edible growing journey. Remember 
that edible plants do best during 
their specific growing season. If you 
are pressed for time, steer away  
from plants that will need lots of 
watering and feeding, such as 
tomatoes and peppers.

COMPANION PLANTING 
Growing plants that complement 
each other side by side can deter 

make the most of areas that are 
shaded at ground level.

WHAT TO GROW
There’s no point putting in all the 
energy and effort required to raise  
a courgette plant if you don’t even 
like them. So, ask yourself what 
vegetables you will eat or want to try 
– or is expensive to buy in the shops, 
like fresh herbs. The first plants I 
learned to grow were salad leaves. 
They’re quite straightforward to 
grow from seed on the windowsill 
and you’ll quickly find yourself 
harvesting. Once you understand 

pests, enhance flavour and encourage 
pollinators. Position chervil or 
coriander next to plants that are 
suffering from aphid attack and they 
will deter the pests. The onion scent 
of chives keeps aphids away from 
tomatoes. Dill that has gone to flower 
will attract aphid-eating insects such 
as hoverflies and predatory wasps. 
French marigolds grown near 
tomatoes deter whitefly. 

Calendula attracts beneficial insects 
such as ladybirds, lacewings and 
hoverflies that will also pollinate 
fruiting crops such as courgettes, 
peppers and tomatoes. The strong 
scent of mint confuses and deters 
pests. And basil halts pests that 
bother tomatoes, and has a flavour 
that complements them perfectly.

ORGANIC PEST CONTROL
Slugs and snails are every 

gardener’s nemesis and love 
feasting on young plants. Filling 
a dish with a solution made 
from instant yeast or beer, 
sugar and water will entice 
these pests into the liquid 
where they drown. It’s a bit 
cruel, but it does work. Sap-

sucking aphids, whitefly or thrips 
can cause stunted and deformed 

growth that can lead to the death of a 
plant. Make a homemade garlic spray 
by steeping a few cloves in hot water 
overnight, straining and diluting with 
more water. Spray directly onto the  
infested area of the plant.

TAILOR yOuR WATERING
The more diligently you observe your 
plants, the better you’ll become at 
understanding their watering needs. 
Test the moisture level by sticking 
your finger into the compost. If the 
top of the soil is dry but the bottom 
isn’t, hold off watering. Water in the 
morning or evening, when the 
temperature is lower using tepid 

water, not cold. A thorough drenching is 
better than little and often, because it 
ensures that all the plant’s roots have 
access to water. Make sure your 
containers drain and aren’t sitting in 
water. If you have space for a small 
water butt, collecting 
rain is a great way to 
conserve water.

PLANT FOOD
I prefer organic or home-
made fertilisers to feed 
my hungry plants. Nettle 
tea is a nitrogen-rich liquid 
feed, ideal for leafy plants 
such as lettuce and chard. 

Fill a container (preferably one with a lid) 
with nettles and weigh the leaves down 
with a stone, then cover with water. 
Leave for a couple of weeks, then dilute 
the stinky brown liquid until it is the 

colour of weak tea and feed it to 
your adult plants. Comfrey tea 
(made in the same way) is rich 
in potassium and great for 
fruiting plants such as 
tomatoes and courgettes.
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Claire Ratinon, published by 
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laurenceking.com

 Lettuce in: Claire  
 started her growing  

 journey with salad  
 leaves before  

 moving on to more  
 needy plants 

HANG IN 
THERE

If space is tight, 
grow salads and 

herbs in these resin 
hanging planters. 

La Jolie Muse 
hanging planter 

flower plant pots, 
£23.99, Amazon, 

amazon.co.uk

GONE POTTY 
Fibreglass pots are lightweight and tough 

for the garden – this pair will add an extra 
layer of colour, too. Baloo set of two 

geometric tall fibreglass planters, 
coral pink & dark grey, £129, 

Made, 
made.com

EAU ZONE
Give plants a regular 
drenching from this 
smart watering can. 
Powder coated steel 

watering cans, from £22, 
Garden Trading, 

gardentrading.co.uk

GREEN 
MACHINE

Go even greener 
in the garden by 

recycling 
rainwater in this 

slimline rain 
barrel. Spot on 
for every size of 
outdoor space. 
Frankfort 100l 

rain barrel, 
£37.99, Wayfair, 

wayfair.co.uk


