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MALL, simple, elegant 
and contemporary brick 
apartment blocks, that 
suit their surroundings 
and have easy access to 
green space and ameni-
ties, are being held up as 
the best examples of 

residential design and construction in the 
New London Awards 2020. 

After post-war tower blocks, Sixties con-
crete brutalist estates and early 21st-century 
glass skyscrapers, architects and developers 
have reverted to the humble brick. 

Homes & Property can exclusively reveal 
that the shortlist for the housing category 
in these upcoming prestigious annual 
awards comprises brick apartment blocks 
— both low and high rise — with balconies 
and design interest  such as bronze railings 
and window frames.

Finalists will be judged by a panel of expert 
architects, with the winners announced by 
the New London Architecture forum in 
November. This is, however, the last round 
of the selection process before the Govern-
ment sets out its new National Design Code, 
prescribing the look for future new homes. 

There are growing fears in the housebuild-
ing sector that such a code, which has not 
been given thorough industry consultation, 
will encourage the delivery of identikit 
homes with little room for creative building 
in the capital. Back to the Fifties and little 
boxes, God forbid. 

IS THE CODE CRACKED?
The new National Design Code, soon to be 
revealed by Housing Secretary Robert Jen-
rick, is based on last year’s National Design 
Guide and is yet another piece of policy in 

Follow the 
modern brick road

The shortlist for this year’s New London Awards, for 
the best examples of build and design, is packed with 
elegant, contemporary brick apartment blocks that 

suit their neighbourhoods, reveals Anna White 

Contender: left,  
101 on Cleveland in 
Fitzrovia, by Assael 
Architecture, is on 
the New London 
Awards shortlist. 
Flats still for sale start 
from £1.2 million 
through JLL
From £525,000: 
right, Clarence 
Mews, a scheme of 
five flats near 
Clapton Square in 
E5, designed to fit in 
with nearby listed 
buildings. Dexters 
(020 7749 3810)

From £555,000: 
above, Richardson 
Mews, a gated 
scheme of 25 
red-brick homes in 
Highgate. Dexters 
(020 8987 3030)
From £415,000: 
left, The Claves in 
Mill Hill has flats and 
townhouses set in 
parkland, with cycle 
storage. Call Savills 
(020 3320 8289)

101 on Cleveland comprises three blocks of 
three to 10 floors and replaced a run-down 
building on a tight triangular plot in trendy 
Fitzrovia. There’s a landscaped garden on 
the first level which brings residents from 
the 88 homes together, a business lounge 
and a residents gym, all vital in a post-pan-
demic world. 

Designed by Assael Architecture, the 
bronze detailing of railings and window 
ledges is a nod to the weathered buildings 
and colours around the block. In the luxury 
price bracket, the apartments left for sale 
start  from £1.2  mil l ion through JLL 
(101oncleveland.com).

BUILT TO RENT IN HACKNEY WICK
Queen’s Yard, designed by Jestico+Whiles 
and Stockwool is a new rental neighbour-
hood in Hackney Wick on the edge of the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and over-
looking the canal.

There will be a new theatre and community 
centre and the white warehouse-style blocks 
with Crittall windows play to the area’s 
industrial past. 

The Officers’ House, also among the final-
ists, is the refurbishment of a dilapidated 
Grade II-listed barracks at Royal Arsenal 
Riverside in Woolwich. It provides 34 new 
homes, which have been snapped up, and a 
public square. The Flemish brickwork has 
been restored, as have the deep windows. 
New balconies overlook the square. 

CHARACTERFUL HOMES 
TO BUY NOW
The London skyline might be dominated by 
tall buildings such as One Park Drive in 
Canary Wharf and recognisable shapes such 
as Battersea Power Station, but across the 

a busy year. The guide called for more green 
space in housing developments and a mix 
of uses and facilities on site, but was very 
general. The code will specify detail such as 
the number of trees in a street and the size 
of windows, in an attempt to eradicate 
poor-quality housing. 

Peter Murray, chairman of New London 
Architecture, says: “There will have to be a 
requirement to respond to local character, 
so we will see very different things happen-
ing across London boroughs. Bromley will 
be traditional and low rise, Barking & Dagen-
ham will be pragmatic and affordable and 
Hackney will be cool and edgy.”

This could stifle adventurous architecture, 
argues Riëtte Oosthuizen, head of urban 
planning at housing design specialists HTA 
Design. “I’m worried that it sends the wrong 
message, this is how British homes should 
look and that we will end up trying to rebuild 
the Georgian dream,” she says. “There must 
be room for creativity and interpretation. 
Not all our building has been good but we 
must not repeat mistakes.”

THE AWARDS SHORTLIST
In all, 13 residential developments are in the 
running to be named Best Housing Scheme 
2020 in November’s New London Awards 
— and each one is unique with a strong 
design concept.

Th ey i n c l u d e  95  Pe c k h a m  Ro a d ,  a 
33-apartment brick building designed by 
Peter Barber, the acclaimed affordable 
homes architect of the moment. 

The block is stepped to create 33 south-fac-
ing balconies. The scheme is sold out but 
the latest two-bedroom apartment on the 
first floor to come up for sale through KFH 
was priced at £610,000. Another contender, 
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Above: 95 Peckham 
Road, a 33-unit brick 
apartment building 
by acclaimed 
affordable homes 
architect Peter 
Barber, is on the 
New London Awards 
shortlist for Best 
Housing Scheme

capital, and closer to the ground, are plenty 
of fine examples of contemporary apart-
ment blocks on small sites, woven into 
existing neighbourhoods.

Boutique projects are a good use of dead 
space in a city that needs more homes and 
they can complement an area, while also 
standing out as the unique and creative 
housing that Londoners deserve. A total of 
14 one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments 

are on sale at 237 Brixton Hill by developer 
Tailored Living Solutions, set above co-work-
ing space. Each of these homes has a balcony 
and there’s a secret garden tucked away out 
the back. 

The building completes this autumn and 
prices start from £450,000 with Help to Buy 
available. Call 020 8315 6996. 

In Hampstead, Savills is selling 31 homes 
at Oakley Gardens, a mix of apartments and 

townhouses with one to four bedrooms and 
landscaped gardens. Call 020 7016 3892 or 
visit savills.com for more information. 

The Claves in Mill Hill, also for sale 
through Savills,  comprises one- and 
two-bedroom apartments and three- to 
four-bedroom townhouses, all set in new 
parkland and with cycle storage and a games 
room. Prices start from £415,000, call 020 
3320 8289. Clarence Mews is a boutique 

scheme of five apartments close to Clapton 
Square and designed to fit in with the nearby 
listed buildings. Starting prices are set from 
£525,000, contact Dexters estate agents on 
020 7749 3810. 

Dexters is also selling homes in Richard-
son Mews in Highgate from £555,000. It’s a 
private gated collection of 25 homes in a 
red-brick building behind a restored period 
façade. Call 020 8987 3030. 

AFTER spending the 
lockdown in a shared house 
with friends, sales executive 
James Cruse used Help to Buy 
to purchase his first home, a 
two-bedroom flat in a modern 
brick scheme in Greenwich 
High Road, right.

It was the good-sized rooms 
and floor-to-ceiling windows 

in the boutique block that sold 
it to him. “Almost everything 
else I had seen felt like a small 
box and was uninspiring — 
including some big-name 
schemes in Greenwich,” says 
James. By developer Tailored 
Living Solutions, prices at the 
scheme ranged from 
£435,000 to £700,000.

FIRST-TIME BUYER

‘Good-sized rooms sold it to me. 
I didn’t want to buy a little box’ 
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Glamorous 
new homes 
are the 
business
Transformed landmark 
company headquarters of 
yesteryear are a good  
reason to work from home, 
writes Ruth Bloomfield

G
G

 A
R

CH
A

R
D

Thinking of 
moving? 
Start your  
search on

T
HE headquarters of Britain’s 
leading companies have tra-
ditionally been a showcase of 
their wealth and success over 
decades, displaying some of 

the finest architecture of their time. In 
prime locations, their generous interi-
ors and entrance halls of height and 
might glow with copper and gilt, marble 
and fine designer detail. 

Across London there’s a rich seam of 
flagship buildings ripe for conversion 
as companies reshape, realign and 
move on from these eco-unfriendly 
bases unsuited to a techno world.

Office-to-residential conversion is a 
contentious issue. Some view it as a 
chance for greedy developers to roughly 
partition basic offices into small and 
basic flats, with more thought given to 
profit than quality. 

But listed giant HQs are a different 
conversion prospect and will hopefully 
give home buy-
ers the chance to 
enjoy their splen-
d o u r .  A s  t h e 
aftershocks of 
the coronavirus 
pandemic con-
tinue, the num-
b e r o f  fo r m e r 
company head-
quarters becom-
ing available for 
housing is likely 
to grow. 

F i r m s  h a v e 
already given up 
a million square 
f e e t  o f  p r i m e 
London office 
s p a c e  s i n c e 
March, says offices.co.uk, while 
a PwC survey found that one in 
four chief financial officers is 
considering cutting back on 
property and continuing indef-
initely with the working-from-
home model.

A CITY COMMUTE
Built in 1960, newly launched 
Walton Court Gardens in Wal-
ton-on-Thames, close to Bushy 
Park and Hampton Court Pal-
ace yet only a 26-minute train 
ride to Waterloo, would be 
perfect for fans of mid-century 

architecture.It is also the birthplace of 
Captain Birds Eye. The Grade II-listed 
building was originally US frozen food 
giant Birds Eye’s UK headquarters. It 
was empty for nearly 10 years before its 
current reinvention as 375 flats and 
townhouses ranged around a central 
courtyard garden. Prices start at 
£324,950 for a one-bedroom flat. 

Two-bedroom 
f l a t s  s t a r t  a t 
£412,950, with 
three-bedroom 
h o m e s  f r o m 
£624,950. Help 
to Buy is availa-
ble on some of 
the homes (crest-
nicholson.com).
 
From the start of 
the 20th century 
until the Seven-
ties, with a break 
to make muni-
tions during the 

Second World War, EMI pro-
duced gramophones at first, 
and later records by everyone 
from The Beatles to the Rolling 
Stones and Pink Floyd at its 
global headquarters in Hayes.

In 2011 an 18-acre slice of the 
EMI site was sold for redevel-
opment, with plans for almost 
650 flats, restaurants, shops, 
leisure facilities and a cinema 
in a mix of original Art Deco 
buildings and modern archi-
tecture. Next up is One Vinyl 
Square, one of the final ele-
ments of the scheme, with 134 homes 
plus commercial space overlooking the 
site’s main public square. Planning 
permission was granted in May.

Meanwhile, Bellway Homes is selling 
flats at Bluenote Apartments in Hayes. 
The scheme of 118 homes is due to 
complete by 2022. From £340,000 for 
a one-bedroom flat and £370,000 for a 
two-bedroom flat. Seebellway.co.uk for 
more. Trains from Hayes & Harlington 

station take just 19 minutes to reach 
Paddington and later next year Crossrail 
services will provide a new direct link 
to the West End and City.

SAIL AWAY
In central London a series of high-pro-
file headquarters is being repurposed. 
Oceanic House, built just off Trafalgar 
Square in 1907, is the former base of the 
Oceanic Steam Navigation Company  

— the White Star Line. Passengers 
booked at these offices for the RMS 
Titanic. She sank on her maiden voyage 
in 1912 and White Star did not long 
survive the disaster. After the line’s 
demise the building became a bank, 
then government offices, and later a 
Tex Mex restaurant.

Its three-year redevelopment was 
completed in 2017 but because of Brexit 
and then Covid-19, sales have been slow 
and there are still five homes listed with 
Strutt & Parker, priced from £4.35 mil-
lion for a two-bedroom flat. High rollers 
might  prefer the £16.25 mil l ion 
four-bedroom penthouse.

TUNE IN TO TV CENTRE
Another really high-profile conversion 
is of Television Centre — the BBC’s 
famous “Doughnut” building in White 
City, now a £1 billion apartment com-
plex. For more than 50 years the curva-

c i o u s ,  b r u t a l i s t  c o n c re te 
building was where some of  
Britain’s best-loved television 
programmes were made, from 
Fa w l t y  To w e r s  t o  M o n t y 
Python’s Flying Circus and 
Absolutely Fabulous.

The BBC moved to new stu-
dios in 2013 and the Doughnut 
is now home to more than 400 
flats  plus a  cinema,  Soho 
House, restaurants and offices. 

The development has enjoyed 
high ratings from buyers. Up to 
800 people now call Television 
Centre home and 97 per cent 
of its flats are sold, two years 
after work was completed. 
Most of those that remain for 
sale are at the higher end. 
Three-bedroom “standard” 
flats are priced from £2.5 mil-
lion, with two-bedroom “pre-
mium” flats from £3 million. 
Visit televisioncentre.com for 

more details. A second phase of build-
ing on the Television Centre site will 
begin next year, with just over 500 new 
homes on the drawing board. Almost 
one in three will be “affordable” and 
aimed at either first-time buyers or 
renters. 

NIGHTS ON BROADWAY
The flow of redundant head offices 
being converted into homes is showing 

no signs of slackening off. On 
the horizon is a real trophy, the 
fabulous 55 Broadway, the for-
mer HQ of London Under-
ground in St James’s Park. The 
Grade I-listed Art Deco beauty 
was sold off last year, with plan-
ning permission in place for it 
to be converted into flats.

And The Broadway, in the 
heart of Westminster, is rising 
on the site of New Scotland 
Yard, the demolished Met 
Police HQ, with 260 flats. The 
homes are not yet on sale but 
it is thought they could start at 
£1.7 million for a one-bedroom 
flat and be ready early next year 
(thebroadwaylondon.com).

From £2.5 million: above, three-bedroom flats at Television Centre in 
White City; right, Bluenote Apartments in Hayes, with homes from £340,000; 
inset below, One Vinyl Square will offer 134 homes on the old EMI site, Hayes 

Above: once the nerve centre of the Metropolitan Police, New Scotland Yard has been demolished and The Broadway, a lavish new £400 million 
scheme, will take its place; right, Oceanic House is the former White Star Line shipping HQ off Trafalgar Square, with flats now from £4.35 million

homesandproperty.co.uk powered by 
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If beautiful coastal and country walks 
are your idea of staycation heaven, you 
are spoilt for choice. By Cathy Hawker

£595,000: a 
four-bedroom period 

farmhouse in 
Haverthwaite in the 

Lake District 
National Park 

(savills.com)  

£217,000: 
below, a 
two-bedroom 
terrace 
cottage, part 
of a former 
Georgian 
coach house, 
10 miles from 
Inverness. 
Through Strutt 
& Parker (strutt 
andparker.
com)

“The solitude is 
bliss”: Gaynor 
Jehu bases herself 
in St Ives to enjoy 
the South West 
Coast Path to 
Zennor, Cornwall

W
ALKING is cool, 
whether it’s a fast pace 
to the office, a historic 
trail in the city, a 
country hike, a ramble 

or some serious trekking. It’s the most 
accessible exercise of all. The 
Government hopes to get more of us 
walking with the announcement of 
£250 million increased funding to 
improve the infrastructure for 
pedestrians and cyclists.

If your idea of holiday heaven is 
having endless hiking choices on your 
doorstep, here are three exceptionally 
beautiful UK locations that offer the 
perfect natural terrain.

The Lake District, Cumbria
The Lake District has 244 fells in 880 
square miles, making it nirvana for 
walkers of all standards. Hardcore 
hikers tackle the 3,209ft of Scafell Pike, 
England’s highest peak, while those 
after a more gentle climb might try 
Loughrigg, a 2.6-mile round trip of just 
over 1,000ft and fabulous views of 
Grasmere and the Coniston Fells.

Londoners looking for a convenient 
holiday home in the Lakes concentrate 
on Kendal and Windermere, both 
close for the M6, but be prepared to 
pay a significant premium for 
properties overlooking the lakes or 
within the heavily protected Lake 
District National Park — in charming 
Ambleside, for example, on the shores 
of Windermere.

A period farmhouse and barn in 
Haverthwaite with four bedrooms and 
pretty gardens, 30 minutes from 
Junction 36 of the M6 and 15 minutes 
from Ulverston is £595,000 with 
Savills. The agent has a selection of 
lock and leave homes within the Lake 
District National Park from £170,000.

Dartmoor, Devon
“Dartmoor National Park is the place 
to head for walking in Devon,” says 
Miles Kevin of Chartsedge estate 
agents. “It’s a wild, open landscape 
with many tors to climb and beautiful 
old villages and pubs to visit. From the 
highest point you can see right down 
to the sea on the south coast of Devon.” 

Chartsedge has a four-bedroom 
bungalow in lovely gardens in Haytor 
Vale, a short drive from Bovey Tracey, 
for £525,000. The house has views to 
the sea and across the moors. In the 
lovely market town of Chagford on 
Dartmoor’s northeastern edge, a 
charming one-bedroom period stone 
cottage is £275,000, or a handsome 
four-bedroom modern barn conver-
sion is £900k, both with Knight Frank.

Scotland
Hillwalking is a national pastime in 
Scotland where the natural landscapes 
are unbeatable. The Scottish High-
lands, the extreme north and 
northwest of the mainland offer 
hidden trails, majestic mountains, 
lochs and complete out-of-touch 
wilderness.

Strutt & Parker’s range of homes 
include a five-bedroom converted 
chapel, six miles from Inverness, for 
offers over £550,000. A two-bedroom 
terrace cottage, part of a former 
Georgian coach house 10 miles from 
Inverness is £217,000.

If an urban landscape is more 
appealing, Edinburgh is a fabulous city 
to explore on foot. Walk the Royal 
Mile, climb up to Arthur’s Seat through 
Holyrood Park and explore the 
medieval streets below Edinburgh 
Castle. The popular Georgian New 
Town has flats with high ceilings and 
period detail. A three-bedroom 
second-floor flat in Northumberland 
Street is on for offers over £725,000, or 
a five-bedroom flat in Lonsdale 
Terrace, well-placed for walks in The 
Meadows or Holyrood Park, is 
£650,000, both with Knight Frank.

Homes for hikers

WALK THIS WAY 
SOUTH WEST COAST PATH
THE South West Coast Path is the UK’s 
longest footpath, 630 miles from 
Minehead in North Somerset to Poole 
including the entire Cornish coast. Gaynor 
Jehu, a physiotherapist from Exeter, has 
walked most of it and is extra-fond of the 
routes close to her second home in St Ives.

“I love the walk from St Ives to Zennor, 
five or six miles of rugged coastal walking 
with wonderful views and a lovely pub at the 
end, The Tinners,” says Gaynor. 

“It’s the perfect New Year’s Day walk to 
blow the cobwebs away. We walk home 
across the fields.”

Gaynor bought her St Ives fisherman’s 
cottage in 2000 and fully refurbished it into a 

light, modern home with a small garden 
and two much-valued parking spaces, all 
steps from one of St Ives’ beaches. The 
cottage sleeps four in two bedrooms and 
rents from £500 to £1,500 a week for 
around 40 weeks every year with only 
November, January and February quiet 
months. This year it is  fully booked until 
the end of November.

“As well as being on the coastal path with 
exceptional walking, what I love about St 

Ives is meandering around the little art 
galleries, exploring the beaches and coves, 
the fantastic food and of course the light,” 
says Gaynor. 

“In this year of staycations it has been 
crowded at times but get on to the coastal 
path and you are soon blissfully alone.”

STRIDE OUT BESIDE THE SEA AND ESCAPE THE HOLIDAY HORDES

CONTACTS
Chartsedge: 
chartsedge.co.uk
Strutt & Parker: 
struttandparker.com
Knight Frank: 
knightfrank.com
Savills: savills.com
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Divide in style
We’re switching from open plan to ‘broken plan’, creating 
separate personal hubs in our homes for working, family 

time, study and leisure, discovers Barbara Chandler
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T
HEY’RE calling it “broken 
plan”. With more of us now 
working from home, possibly 
for the long term, households 
want personal space for office, 

study and leisure — so Londoners are 
carving up their old open-plan homes 
into personal hubs.

“Dividing and zoning space is the new 
norm,” says Merlin Wright, design 
director at British Standard/Plain Eng-
lish, which has been installing kitchen- 
diners for decades. 

“The old trend for knocking through 
and opening up no longer works, and 
in winter big spaces are expensive to 
heat.”

At London architectural design and 
build practice Zulu Fish (zulufish.
co.uk), Felix Milns confirms: “Our cli-
ents are reorganising. They are dividing 
homes, converting spare rooms into 
offices and generally creating multi-
functional spaces where parents and 
kids can operate.”

Meanwhile, a new report from John 
Lewis (johnlewis.com) reveals one in 
five customers is rejigging open-plan 
space to accommodate many different 
activities throughout the day, including 
room to be alone, and plans to spend 
from £1,000 to £3,000 to achieve it.

INDUSTRIAL CHIC
The Rolls-Royce of fitted room dividers, 
screens and doors is Essex firm Crittall 
(crittall-windows.co.uk). Dating back to 
the 19th century, it did the windows in 
the Houses of Parliament and later in 
the Thirties was adopted by the avant-

garde. Its trademark industrial look, 
with slim metal frames and unob-
structed glass, is now fashionable even 
for period properties. 

Na t i o nw i d e ,  j u s t  a  h a n d f u l  o f 
approved Crittall suppliers and install-
ers include D&R Design (dandrdesign.
co.uk; 020 3051 0552). 

Orders are bespoke and handmade, 
with black and grey the most popular 
colours — though you can have any 
shade. 

The price for doors and screens is 
about £1,200 per square metre, but 
cheaper Crittall-style versions abound. 

PICK A POCKET DOOR
Or consider custom-made joinery, says 
Zulu Fish’s Felix Milns, such as a timber 
door sliding into its own “pocket”.

Substantially cheaper are DIY kits for 
timber dividing doors — check out  
Door Superstore (doorsuperstore.
co.uk). Find traditional glazed panels at 
Spaceslide (spaceslide.co.uk), which 
currently has a sale on.

“Bottom-weighted” doors have 
enhanced stability, however wide. 
Draks sells a clever German system, 
only 6mm thick, with a floor track that 
can be rebated or surface mounted 
(draks.co.uk). Quite apart from the cost, 

however, fixed partitions will take time 
to install, and might not adapt to chang-
ing household needs. 

“So think about zoning,” says Vickie 
Nickolls of design consultancy Interior 
Therapy (interiortherapy.co.uk). 

“Many of my clients and members of 
their families are working from home. 
They want a pleasant environment, not 
an office space, which will blend in with 
their environment.” 

SCREEN SAVIOUR
An old-fashioned screen could do the 
trick, so try Wayfair (wayfair.co.uk) or 
Room Dividers UK (roomdividersuk.
co.uk). “Roll-out bamboo or folding 
Shoji screens are low cost,” says Felix 
Milns. “The Japanese have been divid-
ing space like this for thousands of 
years.” Or there are flamboyant florals, 
or mirrors that give the illusion of more 
space. “Ideally  separate work and home 

life,” says Andrew Griffiths of London 
interior design studio Andrew Jonathan 
Design (andrewjonathan.design). He 
also uses dividers and screens, “or even 
a well-placed open shelving unit, which 
can zone an area without blocking off 
the light”. 

For clients of the company in Tooting, 
doors under the stairs open on to a 
built-in desk space, then close away 
when work’s done.

WONDER WALLS
Wallpaper can define a space — “but 
avoid a feature wall if your room is 
already crowded,” says Abby Hesketh, 
colour and trend specialist at Graham 
& Brown (grahamandbrown.com) the 
Lancashire family décor firm.

Brooke Copp-Barton, of Chiswick’s 
Brooke Copp-Barton Interiors ( brooke-
coppbarton.com), says: “When you 
divide up spaces, think about lighting, 
worktop, storage and connectivity.  
Then organise, organise, organise — 
baskets, folders, pen tidies, box files.”

A desk within a cupboard is sold by 
The Dormy House (thedormyhouse.
com) but you could build your own into 
an old wardrobe.

“Young renters don’t have the luxury 
of designated workspace,” adds Stephen 
Clark, furniture designer at Sains-
bury’s/Asda. “So they need foldable 
tables, dual-purpose ladder desks, or 
even dressing table/desks.” 

Searches for folding and standing 
desks have exploded. A screen in a bed-
room can create a neat workplace, 
especially if it’s by a window. 

Main picture: 
multifunctional 
living space by 
design and build 
practice Zulu Fish
Left: screens can 
zone off an area 
without blocking 
the light. Wall is in 
Rhapsody, with 
screens in Spiced 
Mulberry, Tropical 
Escape, Popsicle 
and Nightshade 
Resistance Ultra 
Matt Emulsion, all 
£44 per 2.5L 
(graham 
brown.com)


