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E
VERY fashionista knows 
that clothes, shoes and 
hairstyles are not just a 
way of showing you are 
au fait with the latest 

looks, but a way to express your 
unique identity. For Brazilian-born 
interiors and furniture designer 
Joao Botelho, however, picking  
out pieces for your home that 
express your personality is just as 
important. In fact, Joao, the founder 

of high-end bespoke furniture 
brand Casa Botelho, says it’s his 
life’s mission to get us all thinking 
about how we can make our 
properties the perfect extensions of 
ourselves, and exhorts us to refuse 
to settle for objects we aren’t madly 
in love with.   

‘I call it home couture,’ says Joao, 
his lilting intonation as strong as 
the day he sold his VW Beetle and 
stereo and left Brazil for London in 

1994. ‘There are styles, colours  
and fabrics that appeal to all of  
us uniquely, and suit us so well, so 
why not explore this when it comes 
to decorating our homes?’

Now known by many of London’s 
most elite and moneyed developers 
and home owners for his signature 
‘masculine luxe’ look, characterised 
by strong, clean lines, symmetry,  
tactile, natural materials and a dark, 
sensual palette, Joao, 49, discovered 

his passion for all things interiors 
while renovating his own Hackney 
home. With a background in fashion 
retail – he has worked for industry 
moguls Donna Karan, Nicole Farhi 
and Jasper Conran – he has always 
had an eye for detail, but it was 
successfully completing the 
redesign of his four-storey 
townhouse, a short walk from 
London Fields, that set him on his 
new career path. ‘I had been living 

in a flat in Shoreditch, where I had 
painted everything white,’ Joao 
says, ‘but Hackney itself really 
appealed. In 2004, it was still a bit 
dodgy, but it was so urban and 
creative, and the buildings are so 
beautiful. When an apartment over 
the top two floors of a building 
came up for sale, I jumped at the 
chance, secretly hoping that 

Couture
Home 

emma wells visits an east london 
home, whiCh exudes the personality  
of its interior designer owner...

 Image maker: Joao has  
 completely revamped the four-    

 storey property and incorporated  
 many of his own designs    
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the 2lg design duo show us around 
the place they built in lockdown

two in a Pavilion
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at some point the lower half of the 
house would also become available so 
I could reunite it into one beautiful 
townhouse again.’  

At first, Joao had to content himself 
with only owning the top half, ‘a 
hideous space when I first bought it’, 
he says, ‘painted in yellow, blue  
and green and with a disgusting 
bathroom.’ The lofty ceilings and large 
rooms, however, more than made up 
for it. In 2008, the flat downstairs 
came up for grabs, and despite its 
archaic wiring and lack of central 
heating, Joao knew his moment had 
arrived. Although he had to rent out 
the bottom floor for a while to save 
money for what was to be a £700,000 
restoration project, his dream of 
creating ‘the most wonderful house  
in Hackney’, inspired by the grandest 
homes in Europe, could finally  
become reality. 

Today, with the help of west 
London-based WGP Architects (wgpa.
co.uk), the 3,000 sq ft, end-of-terrace 
Victorian house, which Joao shares 
with his two immaculately groomed 
cocker spaniels, Oscar and Prince, 
serves as both decadent urban retreat 
and furniture showroom.  

 The high-octane glamour kicks off 
at the entrance – less front door than 
triumphal portico, 
featuring panelled 
wood painted in a 
dramatic blue-
black. Inside, on the 
raised ground floor, 
a huge reception 
space with black 
driftwood flooring 
and a Louis XV 
fireplace surround 
leads on to a 
bespoke black 
kitchen and dining 
space lined with 
barefaced brickwork. 

At the black dining 
table Joao has dreamt 
up his 17 furniture 
collections to date, taking in 
everything from beds to barstools, 
martini tables to mirrors, much of 
which is on display in his home (the 
£3,000-plus art deco-inspired Atena 

armchairs is in hot demand). Through 
floor-to-ceiling Crittall-style doors, 
this space in turn leads on to Joao’s 
‘Tuscan garden’, with Yorkstone 
paving, olive trees, a summer house 
and a built-in BBQ area, used for 

intimate entertaining as well as 
launch parties.  

Although Joao has reinstalled 
most of the original features 
throughout the home, including 
sash windows (now triple glazed) 
and the ornate cornicing, and 
tracked down three ballroom-
worthy 1930s Belgian 
chandeliers, the whole look is 
brought up to date by circular, 

black Abigail Ahern mirrors and slick, 
metallic lighting by John Cullen and 
Buster + Punch. 

‘Choosing pieces that sit really 
happily together, and create a sense  
of order, is really important,’ Joao 

advises. ‘I love square edges and 
symmetry, and making sure no object 
jars with another.’ Touches of 
playfulness are introduced, too, 
however. There’s a wall-hung zebra 
head, for example, bought at Islington 
taxidermy specialists Get Stuffed. 

 Upstairs, the principal bedroom, one 
of three, takes centre stage, with a  
B & B Italia bed and Timothy Oulton’s 
dramatic Gyro crystal light, with a 
trad Georgian-style chandelier 
encased within a framework of aged 
metal spheres. There’s a terrace, too, 
and a dressing room with bespoke 
spaces carved out for shoes, watches 
and scarves, but it’s the en suite Joao 

‘I choose pieces that 
sit happily together’

 Mirror mirror:  The design  
 echoes Joao’s love of  
 symmetry; the ‘Tuscan garden’, below 

 Glittering: The opulent  
 sitting room with  
 1930s Belgian  
 chandelier 

The low-maintenance Conic grey two-seater 
garden sofa is weather-resistant and features 
quick-dry foam. £2,630 from cane-line.co.uk  

An edgy mix of 
black leather and 
glass, the 58cm 
circular Gubi Adnet 
Mirror features in 
one of Joao’s 
bathrooms. €839 
(£767.50) from shop.
gumi.com

Bath time doesn’t get much more indulgent 
than this. The Systempool Almond Krion-
stone bath costs £8,068.91 plus VAT. From 
system-pool.com. Find a showroom at 

porcelanosa.com

Casa Botelho’s signature 
glamour is personified in the art 
deco-inspired Cupid Bed, with 

suede and velvet 
headboard and 
built-in marble-
topped side 
tables. From 
£12,300 from 
casabotelho.com

Don’t be afraid to use 
pink. A good way to 
introduce it is through 
faux flowers. The fluffy 
silk, resin and wire Peony 
Rouge costs £12 per stem. 
From abigailahern.
com

The 
teak and open 
mesh Metron 

Cabinet works as well 
in the living room as 
the bedroom. £1,250 

from abigail 
ahern.com
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heads for after a long day’s work, with its 
£10,000 Porcelanosa bath and a second 
Louis XV marble fireplace.  

 Despite having completed what he 
calls his ‘labour of love’, Joao is now 
selling up, for £4million. ‘It has been a 
fabulous home and space to show off my 
work to clients, but I really don’t need 
3,000 sq ft.’ He is now looking for another 
London renovation project, where he 
plans to reinvent his look all over again. 
‘‘It will be completely different this time 
round,’ he says, hinting that he may even 
go for a more colourful palette.   

For house hunters that have fallen in 
love with his signature look, Joao will 
consider selling the chandeliers and other 
large-scale pieces by separate negotiation. 
Best of all, a self-contained lower-ground 
floor two-bedroom flat, which comes 
included in the price, is being sold fully 
furnished – with every piece hand-picked 
by Joao himself.           

   n hamptons.co.uk

 Grand statement:  
 Bold colours in the  

 bedroom; the dramatic   
 front door, right      

Quirky: Zebra head in the lounge, below

 Transformed:  
 Joao, left, has made a  

 ‘hideous space’ into  
 his palace 

Customisable in colour, shape and size, 
and stuffed with extra soft feathers, the 
Brasilia cushion works well in black and 
white. From £110, from casabotelho.com

The Atena armchair comes in a 
variety of natural timber finishes 
and a choice of different textiles. 
From £3,353 from  
casabotelho.com
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‘I’ve just bought a flat I haven’t 
even seen yet, it’s crazy’

PAtriciA
BriGHt

MY FIRST
HOME

the youtube star has gone from a flat she couldn’t afford to 
renovate to owning three homes and launching a property channel...

properties. I know what it is like to 
live in a s***hole and I don’t want to 
put that on other people.

n Follow Patricia on YouTube: 
Patricia Bright and The Break

INTERVIEW BY OLIVER STALLWOOdP
ATRICIA BRIghT is one of 
Britain’s most-recognised 
faces on YouTube. The fashion 
obsessive from south London 
now has a following of more 

than three million people, is a brand 
ambassador for L’Oréal and has even 
launched her own MAC lipstick. When it 
comes to buying properties, Patricia 
doesn’t mess about either – she bought 
her latest apartment in just 15 minutes, 
to add to her two other houses, all at the 
age of 33. Patricia is sharing her 
experience of buying on her second 
YouTube channel, The Break, inspiring 
millennials to get on the ladder.

Where was your first home?
That was in Motspur Park in south-west 
London with my husband, Michael. It 
was an end-of-terrace, two-bedroom 
house that needed loads of work. It  
was the definition of a starter house. It 
was going to be a project but we didn’t 
have the resources to do it. We painted  
it and put in fresh carpet and lived like 
that for two years.

What did you do with it?
We did a kitchen extension and knocked 
through the galley kitchen. A year-and-
a-half later we did a loft extension. We 
painted it and put in a fireplace but the 
bones of the house were good. That’s 
really important, to have good structure. 
The top-floor loft conversion had a  
grey feature wall with flashes of pink, 
plus we had a Juliet balcony. We had 
engineered wood flooring, whites and 
cream. It was a two-bed with a box 
room and we turned it into a three-
bed with en suite. 

Where did you move next?
We moved to another area of south 
London and got a bigger place with 
four bedrooms. We kept the other 
place and it’s still rented to the 
same tenant four years later. 
They have really looked after it.

And you’ve bought 
again?
We just bought a place 
without seeing it, on 
auction. There is a 
lot of property that 
needs a lot of work 
in London. They are 
ripe for the picking 
for people who are 
interested in giving 
them love.  
There are properties 
out there for those 
who are willing to 
put the work in.

is it a gamble?
The flat below it 
has been bought. 
We looked at the 
leasing paperwork 
so know it has been 
maintained, there is 
all the paperwork 
for the roof and 

windows, so we know it’s not a building 
that is in disrepair. It just needs love.

is there less competition 
at auction?
Not really. More people think they will 
get a bargain but there are higher risks 
associated because you might not get to 
see it. There might be underlying issues 
that mean you can’t get a mortgage. I’ve 
set up my new YouTube channel to help 
give advice to millennials buying 
property in London.

When do you get the keys?
It took 15 minutes to buy it and we get 
the keys in a couple of weeks. It’s crazy. 
It was the click of a button, and before 
we blinked we bought the house. It was 
surreal and weird. 

What will you do with it?
We are going to do it up and make it  
nice and rent it out. We may look to  
sell it if it goes up in value enough. 

What is next?
The sky is the limit. I just want to invest 
my finances in a way that helps my 
family as well as the wider community – 
comfortable, affordable rental 

 In the Bright direction: Patricia  
 now owns three homes after  

 buying a house at auction 
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moving in with someone? 
sophie’s colour compromise 

DO THE
BRIGHT
THING An injection of colour cAn updAte your 

home – And lift your spirits, too. interiors 
colour guru sophie robinson tells Jenny 
stallard how to find your perfect shAde

Pick the room that’s ‘yours’ 
for the bold or individual 
decorating ideas 
My husband is really accommodating, 
and I’ve got away with the House of 
Hackney wallpaper because it’s in  
my office – it’s my room. I would have 
so much more pattern and colour  
in our living room, but I appreciate 
that’s too much for him, so we have  
a patterned sofa.

think about the mood you 
want in the room 
I love pattern and colour so my office 

is a riot – creative, empowering, all 
the emotions I want to feel at work.  
I don’t want to feel like that when  
I go to bed. The bedroom will still 
have colour, but not the pattern 
party I have in my creative space.

find a ‘comPromise colour’ 
If you love pillar box red and your 
partner is more about the pastels, 
find something you both like. 
Mustard is a compromise between 
someone who loves brighter bold 
colours and a Scandi-chic fan who 
likes earthy tones.

1. Look at things you own for 
inspiration – photos of holidays will 
show the kind of colour palette you 
like. A Cornish coastal scene will be 
different blues to a Caribbean one. 
Look at jewellery, nail polishes, your 
wardrobe, too. Consider honestly 
what colours you seem to like.

2. Scrapbook and Pinterest. Don’t 
choose styled rooms on your 
Pinterest board, go for colours  
of things. Search magazines and 
newspapers for colours you like.

3. Look at paints, paper and fabric. 
This is the looking stage! Then think 
about how you want to feel in a 

room. Upbeat? Relaxed? Chilled 
or energised?

  
4. Look at cushions, art 
and fabrics and use them 
as the starting point to 
pick out other key 
colours. You might have 
a William Morris cushion 
and pick out the forest 
green for the sofa, or 

another colour for cushions.

5. Remember you can change 
your mind! Just because you paint 

a wall bright pink, doesn’t mean it 
can’t then become yellow. Don’t 
stick with a decision you regret. 

T
he big conversation going on 
at the moment in interiors is 
working out what colours 
make you happy,’ says 
designer and TV’s 

champion of colour, 
Sophie Robinson.

‘And it’s less about 
being led into what 
we think we should 
have – or what 
someone else 
thinks is trendy – 
and about finding 
out what colours 
really work for you. 
What colours and 
patterns make you feel 
your best?’ says Sophie, 
whose own home is a riot of 
colour, pattern and texture. 

‘Being in an all-grey, monotone 

environment would suck the life out 
of me and make me feel depressed. 
But it’s not a one-fit solution for 

everybody. If you see an 
influencer’s home and 

think ‘that makes  
me feel calm and at 

peace’ then yeah, 
be influenced by 
them. But don’t 
do it just because 
you think that’s 
what’s trending.

‘I know some 
will look at my 

house and think 
“that just gives  

me a headache” while 
others will think it fills 

them with joy and bounce. 
But I think a lot of people worry about 
being judged, which is why sometimes 

you see a whole street with the same 
coloured shutters in the windows. But 
I know from workshops I’ve hosted, 
that leaves people feeling despondent. 
There’s been research to show that  
if your home is a reflection of your 
identity, it supports you emotionally.’ 

But where to start? Slowly, says 
Sophie. And not by throwing colour 
and pattern at every wall, floor and 
piece of furniture.

‘Start by creating a family of colours 
that you like,’ she says. ‘It could be 
finding a wallpaper, a paint chart, 
patterned fabric or painting that you 
love. Then start using those colours 
throughout your home.

‘There’s a roadblock of fear around 
too much commitment. I would 
always question people to push past 
that. Is it too much commitment or 
just chickening out?’ 

Colour doesn’t have to be limited to 
walls and statement pieces either, she 
adds. Starting small is good. ‘It might 
be a wall colour, a rug, a vase. I believe 
that doing up your house is a go-slow 
approach and if you lean on your 
palette of colours, things will meld 
together and you can slowly get 
braver as you add more over time.’

And how you use the room should 
define how you decorate it, says 
Sophie. ‘Too many people make safe 
purchases. ‘Oh, let’s go for a soft grey 
on the wall so we don’t have to make 
any decisions about anything. Let’s go 
beige sofa because it’s £2,000 so we 
won’t go off it. I always say, ‘but what 
about your favourite colour?’ Mine is  
a rich cobalt blue. I’ll never go off it as 
it’s been my favourite colour for years. 
I don’t think anybody, genuinely, gets 
really excited about the colour grey.

‘If you’re trying to 
discover what your 
colour palette is, 
look at your 
holiday 
snaps – 
what was it 
about the 
landscape 
that you 
loved?  
The green 
forest, the 
pink sunset? 
We’re looking 
at colour all the 
time and having an 
emotional response to it, but 
people don’t generally pay attention.’

n For inspiration visit instagram.
com/sophierobinsoninteriors

sophie’s five 
steps to colour 
Joy for beginners
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TAKING THE BISCUIT
Important WFH news: these cute, 
autumn-themed, iced biscuits are 
the sweetest way to invigorate a 
mid-afternoon slump with a large 
cup of tea. Cosy Autumn Biscuit Gift 
Set by Honeywell Biscuit Co, £25, 
Not On The High Street, 
notonthehighstreet.com. Buy it with 
the Ownable app

wAll of fAmE
This Scandi-style grey/green wall 
light is the perfect way to add 
grown-up style inspiration to your 
home office hub – and might just 
make your 9 to 5 a little more 
productive. Sunny Metal & 
Rattan Wall Light, £65,  
La Redoute, laredoute.
co.uk. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

moNKEYING 
ARoUND

We could all do with cheering up and 
this quirky, colourful monkey-print 
wallpaper is our top find for a little 

seasonal glee. Monkey Business 
Wallpaper, £125 per roll, Graduate 

Collection, graduatecollection.co.uk. 
Buy it with the Ownable app

IT’S A 
CoVER UP
Hide ugly plastic pots in 
these flat-pack, screen-
printed cubes made from 
washable paper. In paintbox 
brights and geo prints. Small 
Plant Cover, £8, Block 
Design, blockdesign.co.uk. 
Buy it with the Ownable app
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CAT’S AmAzING  
We can’t get enough of the 

art deco trend in Tesco’s new 
AW homeware range. Think 

gold decorative mugs. Fox & 
Ivy Green Cat Mug, £5, Tesco, 

tesco.com. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

SCENT BACK 
If you adore Loaf’s sofas and beds, then 
you’ll want all six of its scented candles, 
inspired by British nostalgia. From Country 
Boozer (orange peel, pine amber and wood 
smoke) to Granny’s Garden (fig, rose and 
fresh grass). Smelly Wax Candles, £40, Loaf, 
loaf.com. Buy it with the Ownable app

BAG 
IT UP
Pop art meets 
planet-saving with 
this new buzzy tote 
bag made from 
recycled plastic water 
bottles. The Memphis 
100 Medium Tote 
Bag, £13, Herd, 
herdbags.com. 
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

mAKE A ClAY of IT
If you loved Grayson Perry’s Art 
Club television series, it’s time to 
try your hand at sculpting pots, 
pendants, candle holders and 
coasters with these DIY at-home 
pottery kits. Each one contains 
enough for two people to get 
creative with clay. Sculpd Pottery 
Kit, £39, Sculpd, sculpd.co.uk. Buy 
it with the Ownable app

from cute to 
colourful...

compiled by LARA SARGENT
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Design Duo 2Lg 
useD LockDown 
to bring their 
Dream of a 1980s 
garDen paviLion 
to Life. Clare 
Morrisroe 
gets the tour…

Pavilion
Chillin’

 White hot: A house in the  
 film Beetlejuice inspired the  
 white garden pavilion’s  
 circular openings 

Good wood:  
The pavilion’s 

structure comes 
from a single 

larch tree, with 
the decking 
made from  

a mixture of 
timber and 

recycled plastic 
D

ON’T have a garden 
pavilion? You likely soon 
will. For when Jordan Cluroe 
and Russell Whitehead – the 
genius interior gurus behind 

2LG Studio – start a new trend, it is 
going to catch on. Fast!

So what exactly is a pavilion? ‘It’s an 
outdoor space associated with pleasure,’ 
says Russell. ‘We didn’t want an outdoor 
office or anything closed as we would 
fill it with stuff and forget about it. 

‘We wanted a space for eating, 
entertaining and enjoying the seasons 
all year round. It’s an exterior space 
with interior vibes where we can feel 
totally immersed in nature.’

Their inspiration was the big white 
house in Tim Burton’s cult 1980s movie 
Beetlejuice. Russell particularly loved 
its giant circular openings and white 
oversized trellis. Jordan wanted 
something formal but playful. 

‘This project has been in our minds 
since we bought the house five years 
ago, but we never found the time with 
work,’ says Jordan. ‘This enforced period 
spent at home gave us the time we 
needed to tackle this project – it’s been 
a labour of love and has ignited a 
passion for gardening.’ 

The couple first sketched their ideas, 
then made 3D paper models of their two 
favourite designs. Due to lockdown 
rules, patience was key in starting the 
build, as they had to wait on the 
necessary contractors and the right 
materials – all of which are sustainable.  

‘We really wanted a deck that felt  
like an interior floor, and ideally 
something that was similar to the oak 
flooring we have throughout the house,’ 
says Russell. 

‘We found the company Composite 
Prime who were about to launch a new 
product called HD Deck Pro – a super-
wide, super-long recycled material deck 
board that was perfect. It’s also really 
durable and slip-resistant, which is 
important for an outdoor space.’

The pavilion structure itself is made 
of British-grown larch – and comes 
from just one tree. 

‘It’s a beautiful pale, pinky wood with 
lovely grain,’ says Jordan. 

‘It turns silver/black over time and, as 
we wanted to keep the wood grain 
visible and the look of that Beetlejuice 
white house, after lots of sampling we 
decided on a white wash from Protek 

Wood Stain as it’s eco-friendly and  
safe for pets.’

Though most people found lockdown 
isolating, Jordan and Russell got closer 
to their neighbours after becoming 
friendly with a family living across the 
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Pavilion
Chillin’

Come dine 
with us: 
Jordan (left) 
and Russell 
have designed 
a zoned space 
where the 
dining area is 
in partial 
shade, making 
it perfect for 
long lunches

Max relax: The 
pavilion’s 
metre-long 
step (left) is a 
favourite 
feature of 
Jordan and 
Russell’s. 
Right: Extra 
seating adds to 
the cosy feel

road. ‘It turns out they are both 
actors who have started a garden 
design and landscaping business 
(emilyhilliergardendesign.com). Can 
you believe it?’ adds Jordan. ‘What 
a wonderful coincidence. They 

totally got our vision and took on 
the building of the structure and 
helped with planting.’

Discovering their passion for 
gardening during the project was a 
joy for them both. ‘Growing our own 

fruit and veg and flowers from seed 
has been incredible,’ says Russell, 
the green-fingered half of the 
couple. ‘It’s great for mental health 
and so satisfying to give a bunch of 
home-grown flowers or a bowl of 
fresh tomatoes to a neighbour.’

‘I’m in charge of lawn mowing 
and have found a new obsession 
with outdoor tools,’ laughs Jordan. 
‘But the pavilion itself is a true 
combination of our visions. Formal 
yet fun, classic yet really fresh and 
modern. The space is zoned so we 
have dining under the roof area for 
long lunches in partial shade. 

‘The central room houses our 
Vlaze outdoor kitchen, giving a bit 
of our signature bold colour to the 
space. Next year we will add a pizza 
oven. We also had a new top made 
for our dining table to match, it’s 
deep blue enamel and so smart. The 
“sitting room” has two ample sofas 
and a coffee table from ManoMano.’

‘They’re huge and very good for 
social distancing!’ adds Russell.

‘One of our fave features is the 
low, one metre-long step. It’s big 
enough for chairs and casual 
seating and we plan to add a fire pit 
in front of the circle window, so in 
colder months we can sit and toast 
vegan marshmallows.’

Jordan especially loves the 
ornamental marble pieces which 
adorn the pavilion. ‘We worked with 
Solid Nature to create these bespoke 
pieces using their stone offcuts as 
we loved the idea of making 
something beautiful from waste. 
We designed the tables and wall 
circle specifically to fit the shapes 
of the offcut stone.’

Russell likes the pops of outdoor 
colour from the 3D artworks the 
couple designed with their artist pal 
Studio Bebop. ‘Don’t you love that 
name?! They are made with outdoor 
fabric stretched over forms that 
give the whole thing another 
playful touch. The trellis is a winner 
for me, too. It’s oversized and fun. 
I’m growing flowering Jasmine 
across it – it’s evergreen with tiny 
white flowers that smell divine!’

The new pavilion has added value 
to their lives, but how about their 
property? ‘The value to our living is 
immeasurable as we’ve used it 
every day since it was finished. 
There is no doubt it will have 
increased the value of our home 
too, but that was never a driving 
force. ‘We created it as a place to 
enjoy and share with our nearest 
and dearest. Our pals say it’s like 
being on Selling Sunset. We’ll take 
that… in groups of six of course!’

n 2lgstudio.com;  
instagram.com/2lgstudio
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