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We round up ten great first-time  
buyer deals, by area

READY TO OWN A HOME?

step
first 

that 
Take 

MOVE QUICKLY 
TO BENEFIT 

FROM STAMP 
DUTY SAVINGS 
ALONGSIDE AN 

AFFORDABLE 
HOME 

OWNERSHIP 
SCHEME

S
pending so much time indoors 
over the past few months has 
thrown our living arrangements 
into sharp focus. Londoners in 
house shares have been badly 

affected by the constraints of lockdown, 
with research by Pocket Living and  
LSE revealing nearly 37 per cent had  
to sleep and work in their bedroom.

A combination of huge house prices, 
difficulty in saving a deposit and tight 
mortgage-lending criteria have made 
buying more of a challenge than ever, 
and the number of home owners under 
the age of 35 has shrunk from 65 per 
cent in the 1990s to 27 per cent. 

In an effort to boost affordability, 
initiatives such as the Help to Buy 
equity loan scheme, Help to Buy Isas, 
shared ownership and Right to Buy have 
helped more than 644,000 households 
over the past ten years. 

And under the new Affordable Homes 
Programme, half of the 180,000 new 
homes to be built in 2021-2026 will be 
offered for affordable ownership, while 
shared ownership is set to be revamped.

Although Covid-19 shut the housing 
market for seven weeks and made 
mortgage lenders even more cautious, 
there is still help out there which makes 
now a great time to buy. Thanks to the 
stamp duty holiday, running until March 
31, 2021, purchasers currently have no 
tax to pay on properties up to £500,000, 
and Help to Buy and shared ownership 
are designed to get you on the property 
ladder with a small deposit. 

For beautician Grace Presswell and her 
partner Matt Smith, a sales executive, 
lockdown motivated them to buy their 
first home sooner rather than later. 
Faced with months of separation, the 
couple, who still live with their parents, 
reserved a two-bed house at Cala Homes’ 
Mindenhurst development in Deepcut, 
Surrey, using the Help to Buy scheme. 

‘Matt lives in South Bucks and I’m  
in Woking. It was horrible facing the 
prospect of months apart but this gave 
us the incentive to find a home to move 
into once it was all over,’ says Grace,  
25. ‘Help to Buy was the best option  
for us. Without it, we wouldn’t have 
been able to save a big enough deposit 
to buy such a lovely home.’

SPECIAL

FIRST- TIME  BUYER 
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YOU’LL BE IN A MUCH STRONGER POSITION TO BUY IF YOUR FINANCES ARE  
IN ORDER. ANDREA DEAN REPORTS ON HOW TO GET AHEAD OF THE GAME...

W
HEN you apply for a 
mortgage, the lender 
will base its decision 
on affordability and 
risk. Your income  

and expenditure will be examined in 
detail, and to borrow the amount you 
require at the best possible rate, you’ll 
need to demonstrate that you are 
more than capable of sustaining  
your monthly repayments. 

Start saving
A savings plan will not only boost 
your deposit but will also prove to  
the lender that you’re responsible with 
money. Most mortgage companies ask 
for a 10-15 per cent deposit, unless 
you’re using a government-backed 
scheme; you’ll need a five per cent 
deposit for Help to Buy, or five to  
ten per cent of the cost of the share  
if opting for shared ownership, plus 
around £5,000 to cover conveyancing 
and other costs. 

Set up a direct debit to deposit funds 
into your account on payday and think 
about how you can cut back on a day-
to-day basis. If you’re now working 
from home, put aside the money you’d 
normally spend on fares and lunches. 
If possible, move back in with your 
family instead of forking out huge 
sums in rent. 

Are you under 40? Then set up a 
Lifetime ISA, which will reward you 
with a 25 per cent bonus when buying 
a first home costing up to £450,000. 
And if you opened a Help to Buy ISA 
before last November’s cut-off date, 
you can look forward to a bonus of  
up to £3,000 on completion. 

Repay your debts
Do your utmost to pay off any 
outstanding loans – including credit 
and store card debts – before applying 
for a mortgage. Don’t seek any more 
credit in the meantime, and pay all 
bills on time. It’s also worth checking 
if you’re paying for any subscriptions 
you no longer need, such as gym 
memberships you don’t use.

Boost your credit rating
Your credit score is an indicator of 
your financial health, so make sure  

it’s as high as possible. Find a free 
credit report at experian.co.uk, 
creditkarma.co.uk or clearscore.com, 
and improve your score by reducing 
your use of credit. Notify the credit 
agency of any errors, and make sure 
you’re on the electoral register as this 
is regarded as a sign of stability.

Types of mortgage
Consider the type of mortgage that’s 
right for you. Do you prefer a fixed or 
variable interest rate? A fixed rate will 
give you security of knowing what 

you’re paying each month and while  
a variable rate will cost less, payments 
will increase if the Bank Rate rises.

Get an agreement in principle
Before you start house-hunting ask  
for a mortgage agreement in principle. 
This lets you know how much you’re 
likely to be able to borrow, and if 
you’re rejected, you’ll have the chance 
to address any issues and reassess 
your finances. You may be tempted  
to find a mortgage through your bank 
but a broker has access to deals that 

may not be offered direct to 
borrowers. Check that the broker 
covers the whole of the market – 
including shared ownership or Help  
to Buy lenders if relevant – and isn’t 
tied to particular companies. Also, 
check their fee structure.

Be mindful an agreement in 
principle is no guarantee that you’ll 
receive a firm mortgage offer. The 
Covid crisis has affected availability, 
lending criteria has been tightened, 
and the amount you can borrow may 
be reduced if you’ve been furloughed.
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S
AVING a deposit and securing  
a mortgage is only part of the 
story when it comes to 
calculating the costs of buying 
a home. We reveal the hidden 

expenses you may encounter, so you 
know exactly what to expect...

Stamp duty
The stamp duty holiday means you 
won’t pay tax on properties up to 
£500,000, provided you complete by 
March 31, 2021. From £500,001 to 
£925,000, duty is payable at a rate of five 
per cent – so for a £550,000 flat you’d 
pay £2,500. From next April, first-time 
buyers are exempt from the first 
£300,000 of the purchase price, then pay 
five per cent on the portion from 
£300,001 to £500,000, which works out  
at £7,500 on a £450,000 home.

Conveyancing fees
You’ll need to appoint a solicitor or 
licensed conveyancer to take care of the 
legal side of things, including local 
searches to check whether there are any 
issues which might affect your decision 
to buy. Costs vary wildly, but you should 
budget for at least £1,000.

Survey
Costing from about £300, a survey 
reports on the condition of the property, 
flagging up problems and necessary 
repairs. New-builds come with a ten-year 
warranty covering structural defects, 
though you may want to commission a 
snagging survey to pick up defects 
you’re likely to miss and which can be 
dealt with before you move in.

Mortgage costs
The expenses of obtaining a mortgage 
are often overlooked, but they can bump 
up your overall bill considerably. These 
can include a mortgage arrangement fee, 
broker fees and a valuation fee – to 
check that the property is worth at least 
the amount you’re being lent, although 
this is often free. Arrangement fees are 
typically a few hundred pounds and 

either paid up front or added to your 
mortgage, in which case interest will be 
charged. Some brokers charge a set fee 
or a percentage of the mortgage, usually 
working out at a few hundred pounds, 
while others are free, so ask about this 
before you commit.

Removal costs
If you don’t have a lot of stuff, a DIY 
move costs from £50 to hire a van for the 
day. At the other end of the spectrum, a 
professional removals company will 
charge £400 upwards, depending on the 
size of your home and the distance. 

Buildings and  
contents insurance
Your mortgage lender will require you to 
take out buildings insurance from the 
date you exchange contracts, to pay for 
rebuilding or major repairs in the event 
of flood, fire or other damage. If you’re 
buying a leasehold flat, the freeholder 
should insure the whole building – your 
solicitor will be able to advise you on 
this. Contents insurance – which covers 
the cost of replacing broken, stolen or 
lost items – is recommended but not 
compulsory. A joint buildings and 
contents policy is cheaper than buying 
both separately, and starts from about 
£150 per year.

Parking
When buying in an urban area, check 
whether a parking space is included in 
the price. You may have to pay extra for 
an allocated space or for a permit to  
park in a nearby street.

Kitting out your home
One of the best things about choosing a 
new-build over an older, resale home is 
that it comes with a sparkling new 
kitchen and bathroom, so furniture is 
the only big-ticket expense. The  
absolute minimum you’ll likely want is a 
bed, sofa, dining table and chairs and a 
couple of bedside tables – plus carpet, 
curtains and blinds and a wardrobe if 
these aren’t included.

Council tax – you are entitled 
to a 25 per cent discount if you 
live alone or with a child under 
the age of 18

Service charge – this covers 
the maintenance, repairs and 
upkeep of shared areas and 
facilities, such as communal 
gardens, li�s, gym and concierge

Utilities – water, gas and 
electricity

TV, broadband and landline – 
save money by buying a bundle

COSTS OF 
OWNING 
YOUR HOME

DEPOSIT AND MORTGAGE SORTED? 
NOW KEEP TRACK OF HOME BUYING’S  
HIDDEN COSTS, SAYS ANDREA DEAN

 On the money: The  
 added costs of   

 ownership can stack up 
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I
T IS no secret that the three most 
important things in real estate 
are location, location, location, 
but a good back story can also 
help shift a property. Once the 

home of a dissolute Indian prince, 
whose marriage to an English 
noblewoman scandalised Victorian 
society, this £15.5million mansion 
would surely pique Kirstie and Phil’s 
interest, even if it was located on the 
worst street in Chernobyl. But it 
isn’t. It’s in the prime location of 
south-west Kensington. Boom.

This is the former London home 
of Prince Victor ‘Vickie’ Albert Jay 
Duleep Singh, the Crown Prince of 
Lahore, and the exiled son of 
the last Maharaja of Lahore. 

The 5,613sq ft,  
semi-detached villa in 
Kensington’s Little 
Boltons, features two 
large roof terraces and a 
52ft rear garden, which 
would have been the 
hub for the original 
Victorian version of 
Made in Chelsea 
shenanigans during 
the prince’s watch in 
the late 19th century. 

So, where does the 
prince come in? Eton 
College and Cambridge 
University-educated ‘Vickie’ 
had set society tongues 
wagging when he married 

his sweetheart, Lady Anne Coventry, 
the daughter of the 9th Earl of 
Coventry, in 1898, as it was the first 
time that an Indian Royal had married 
an English noblewoman. 

Initially, both families resisted the 
marriage, but it was made possible 
when Prince Victor’s gambling chum, 

Edward, Prince of Wales (who 
became King Edward VII), and 
the 5th Earl of Carnarvon put in 
a good word. More of the 
prince’s gambling habits later.

The newlyweds were to call 
this three-storey, Italianiate-
style villa home, thanks to a 

rather exclusive help to 
rent scheme. The house 

had been bought by 
the East India 
Company on its 
completion in 
1868 as a grace-
and-favour 
property and  
was leased to  
the prince and for 
a peppercorn rent. 
The cheap rent, 

which continued 
after the government 
acquired the East 
India Company’s 
assets when it 
ceased trading in 

1874, meant the 
prince had his 
entire £8,250 

allowance (more than a £1million in 
today’s money) to play with. He 
became the ultimate Sloane ranger 
and enjoyed a hedonistic life of leisure 
cruises around Europe, lavish parties 
and lads’ holidays to Egypt, whilst 
spending what time he had left 
hanging out at Claridge’s and playing 
bridge. But it was his love of playing 
the tables in Monte Carlo that was to 
prove his undoing.  

In 1902 Prince Victor, who was  
in debt to the tune of £117,900 – a 
breathtaking £14.5million today – was 
declared bankrupt. A series of poor 
investments and his gambling habit 
had destroyed his fortune.

One final time, he travelled to  
Monte Carlo to try one more roll of  
the dice, in the hope of salvaging his 
money. It didn’t work.

Further notices followed and the 
couple relocated to Paris, and saw out 
World War I from the comfort of 
Monte Carlo, where, aged just 51, the 
prince died of a heart attack in June 
1918. His widow returned to London 
upon his death, and she continued to 
have use of The Little Boltons house 
until she died, aged 82, in 1956.

Now sympathetically modernised, 
this huge open-plan, five-bed property 
is still fit for royalty. It skillfully 
blends sharp contemporary elements 
with traditional Victorian features 
including archworks and cornicing. 

 A stylish extension from 2010 to  
the lower-ground floor level, creates a 

large open space with full-height 
glazing opening onto the rear garden, 
with traditional Victorian archworks 
and cornicing.               

The living spaces, which are spread 
across five levels, are entered though 
a large hallway with timber flooring 
and high ceilings. 

Next comes the front drawing room 
with large bay window and, to the  
rear of the house, the kitchen and 
breakfast room along with a separate 
dining room. 

Throughout the property are two 
formal reception rooms, an informal 
family/media room, a family kitchen 
and breakfast room, five bedrooms, 
including the sumptuous principal 
bedroom suite, a gymnasium and  
two staff bedrooms/studios. 

The family house now provides five 
levels of modern living space over the 
lower ground/garden floor, raised 
ground and three upper floors. 

Jeremy Gee, managing director of 
Beauchamp Estates says: ‘It is a grand 
house, yet maintainable; a beautiful 
family home perfect for people who 
also like to entertain. It remains a 
house fit for a king, or prince, perhaps 
a captain of Industry, finance or 
commerce, and is one of the finest 
properties currently available for sale 
in The Little Boltons and sister 
address The Boltons.’

£15.5million, Beauchamp  
Estates, beauchamp.com

A prince’s 
playground

REST IS HISTORY
The entire first floor is home to the 
stylish principal bedroom suite, which 
includes a private balcony and terrace, 
with a walk-in dressing room, opening 
onto two balconies and the main 
bathroom. Back in the day, this would 
have been two VIP bedroom suites for 
Prince and Princess Victor Duleep 
Singh, the Royals sleeping separately 
and meeting for breakfast together on 
the rear bedroom terrace.

 No dice: The gambling-  
 loving Prince ran up  
 debts of £14.5million 
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BREKKIE THE BANK
The family kitchen certainly is a bold, contemporary statement, with its 
polished green and brushed-steel units and informal dining area. Two sets of 
French doors open onto the upper-ground floor roof terrace. The adjoining, 
more formal, dining room also opens onto the roof terrace.

VICKIE’S PARK
The expansive modern 
extension has barely put a 
dent in the sizeable garden. 
As well as the terrace directly 
outside the modern extension, 
there’s plenty of scope to sit 
looking down on the fun 
below, with three more 
terraces extending from  
the house. The elegantly 
landscaped grounds are  
also home to a treehouse, a 
construction that may pique 
the interest of first-time 
buyers. Before you ask, no,  
it’s not for sale separately!

PLAYING FIELD
Well, it goes without saying the kids won’t be 
short of space in a 5,613sq � home, but you 
could practically fit the average London studio 
flat into the generously sized children’s room. 
Even the Wendy House is a Wendy Castle...

GLASS ACT
The Boltons had a major refurb 
about a decade ago and the massive 
contemporary extension means the 
lower-ground floor enjoys panoramic 
views across the gardens. There is a 
floor-to ceiling wall of glass at the 
back of this vast living space, which 
houses a family room, media room 
and informal dining area, and opens 
up onto a large paved terrace and 
garden, as well as providing access 
to the gym. With just a few circuits 
of the house however, we reckon  
you should be able to reach your 
10,000 steps a day.
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‘We built a 
home gym in 
the garden!’
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MEGGAN 
GRUBB

MY FIRST
HOME

I
F MEGGAN Grubb’s fitness tips and 
videos on social media don’t get you 
out training, maybe her house-
hunting skills will inspire you to get 
that dream pad. At 24, the personal 

trainer and social media star has not 
only earned 1.3million followers but she’s 
even bagged her own ‘grown-up’ house 
near Winchester and managed to do it all 
up during lockdown. And there we were 
watching Tiger King on the couch... 

When did you buy your
first home?
I bought my first home when I was 23, 
almost exactly a year ago. Before that,  
I was living in London in student flats. 
But after six years of the hectic London 
lifestyle, I wanted to move somewhere 
with a little bit more countryside and 
somewhere slightly slower paced – but 

with the ease of going into London 
quickly for work if I needed to.

You bought just before Covid hit 
– did that worry you at all? 
During lockdown, my fiancé and I 
decided to get quite a bit of work done  
to our house, which is just outside of 
Winchester, as we were spending  
even more time at home than usual.  
We thought it was a really good time  
to focus on the house, seeing as we 
weren’t leaving anytime soon. 

What did you do with it?
It was initially a two-up, two-down 
house but extended quite dramatically 
not long before we bought it. But the old 
sections needed quite a bit of work, as 
they were relatively dated. I really 
wanted to jazz up the bathrooms, and 
after visiting Bali recently, I’d taken a lot 
of inspiration from their incredible 
bathrooms. So these were the first areas 
we renovated, with pink patterned tiles 
and a lot of plants. I think bathrooms are 
such a great place to experiment with 
colour in your house. Along with the 
crazy tiled bathrooms, we’ve built a 
home gym at the bottom of the garden. 
As I was doing a lot of fitness on my 
social media, it felt like the perfect time 
to take the leap. It was always a dream to 
have my own gym but the thought of 
organising it all, and spending the 
money, put me off for a while. But I’m so 
glad we have now. We basically had 
builders living in our garden for a month, 
but it was worth it. 

What tips would you have  
for doing up a first home?
Go with your gut. Don’t listen to people – 
or your fiancé! If they think the pink tiles 
are too much, just go for it. After renting 
for years and never having that creative 
freedom or just one day being able to 
decide to paint a wall pink, it was just 
the best feeling ever. Express yourself 
and enjoy it. 

What were the best and worst 
bits from buying?
Definitely the worst was the nerves of 
falling in love with a house and getting 
too attached before it was definitely 
mine. I had to emotionally detach 
myself from the house when we 
first saw it because there were 40 
people interested and I didn’t 
want to imagine myself 
chilling on the sofa until I 
was sure we had it. The best 
bits are the excitement and 
freedom of making your 
house a home. Especially 
at Christmas. I love cosy 
vibes and making 
everything snuggly. 
Christmas was the first 
year that my partner 
and I had hosted for our 
families, we felt like 
such grown-ups. 

What did you  
learn from the 
experience  
of buying?
That the process may 
take a lot longer than you 
first hope. We actually had 
a two-month crossover period 
between leaving our rented 
flat in London and moving into 
the house. Our dates just kept 
getting pushed back but due 
to already leaving our rented 
contract we had to move back 
in with my mum in Wales. 
After not living with my 
parents for six years it was a 
bit strange, though it turned 
out to be really lovely.  

Has buying changed your life?
In so many ways. Just having more  
space compared to the flats in London 
would probably be the most dramatic 
difference. As me and my partner both 
work from home, we were getting so on 
top of each other near the end to living 
in our flat in London, so now having an 
upstairs as well as a downstairs is just 
the best thing ever.

Any more plans for the place?
There are a couple of the rooms in the 
house we haven’t got around to 
renovating yet. I wanted to hold back a 
while after the gym and bathrooms as 
renovating is expensive and there’s no 
rush. We have years to change things. 
But I think next would possibly be 
changing the staircase and making the 
hallway more open-plan, which means 
knocking through walls. Hopefully we 
will get that done before Christmas... 
fingers crossed.

Instagram @meggangrubb
INTERVIEW BY OLIVER STALLWOOD

 Tickled pink: Megan’s first  
 renovation was to transform the  

 bathroom with pink tiles 
PHOTO: GETTY

THE INSTA STAR AND HER FIANCÉ 
GOT TO WORK WHILE STAYING IN
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flatpack      
‘I’m a 

fan’
deputy treasurer to the Queen,  
was brought up in Kensington and 
despite living in Northamptonshire 
and all over London, had always 
hankered to return. 

‘It was so exciting to find some-
where I could afford, even it did need 
loads of work. I lived in the flat for  
a year, surrounded by boxes and 
bags, without changing a thing while  
I worked out exactly what I wanted. 

L
ILAH PARSONS’ career path 
has been stellar. Scouted  
at a party in her early 
twenties, the art school 
graduate modelled for 

Chanel and Vivienne Westwood,  
only to quit the catwalk to host her 
own MTV chart show and Capital 
FM’s Breakfast Show – and now 
presides over her own Heart FM slot. 

But it turns out that between 
interviewing some of the world’s 
biggest stars – from Lady Gaga to 

has meant I could save money for  
the bigger, more expensive things  
for the flat, which needed a total 
transformation when I bought it.’  

Lilah was unfazed by the stained 
carpets, peeling surfaces and rickety 
built-in cabinetry on offer in the 
652sq ft, two-bedroom flat when  
she first viewed it. ‘I’d lived in grotty 
model apartments in New York, Paris 
and Milan, so it was the potential 
that I focused on,’ she says. 

‘The flat had been used by doctors 

needing somewhere to crash 
between shifts, and there was a 
single bedstead in each bedroom 
with a blue metal locker, with only  
a tiny little bath squeezed into the 
bathroom. But I could see it was  
a great little space, within walking 
distance of three Tube stations,  
and it could be opened up into 
something really lovely.’ 

The location, too, was appealing. 
Lilah, whose accountant father, Sir 
John Christopher Parsons, served as 

Bruno Mars – Lilah has also become  
a dab hand at putting together 
flatpack furniture...  

‘Since I bought my own place in 
2015, I’ve become pretty good at it,’ 
says Lilah, 32, from her airy fifth-
floor flat in a concierge-serviced 
apartment block a short stroll from 
Kensington Palace Gardens. ‘I’ve 
done a dressing table, desk and  
the dining room table. 

‘Being really hands on, and hunting 
down clever finds on the high street, 

DJ, TELEVISION AND RADIO PRESENTER LILAH 
PARSONS GOT HANDS-ON TO TRANSFORM HER 
CENTRAL LONDON FLAT, SHE TELLS EMMA WELLS

Continued on Page 40 » 
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GET THE LOOK

» From Page 39

Sometimes I forget what my flat 
looked like before I gutted it and 
knocked down three walls.’ 

Wisely advised by her father  
to keep spreadsheets of all her 
spending, and working to a 
renovation budget of around £90,000, 
Lilah moved into a tiny studio flat a 
couple of floors down while the five-
month transformation began. 

‘I could get back from my breakfast 
show on Capital at about 10am and 
pop in on the builders and see how 
they were getting on,’ says Lilah, who 
counts working with Ed Sheeran,  
Dua Lipa and Pink among her career 
highlights so far. Her aim, Lilah says, 
was to create a serene, private 

sanctuary where she could have 
friends over for movie and takeaway 
nights. First, walls were knocked 
down so that the wide hallway could 
flow into an open-plan kitchen and 
living space. Simple, unshowy white 
cabinetry from Magnet was installed, 
and out went the shabby carpets, 
replaced by hardwearing Amtico 
vinyl tiles in white ash effect. 

Lilah, who says she is a naturally 
messy person, factored in lots of 
storage, and drew up her own 
cupboard designs for her builders.  

‘I have far too many clothes and 
shoes, so I need lots of doors behind 
which to hide everything,’ she says. 

To make the 12ft 11in x 9ft 7in  
main bedroom feel more spacious, 
she ripped out the shabby cupboards 
and added a huge built-in Sharps 
wardrobe to the hall. This is where 
Lilah – whose live hosting gigs 
include the Snowbombing festival 
and the Grazia Style Awards in  
Dubai – stashes her collection of 
Accessorize bags, floaty, floral New 
Look dresses and Converse shoes. 

‘Even in a tiny space,  
have a dining table’ 

Lilah’s pale grey corner sofa 
is covered in both vintage 
cushions and those from her 
high-street favourites, H&M 
and Zara Home. Perfect  
for small spaces. Aissa Small 
Corner Sofa in Cobble 
Brushed Linen Cotton, 
£3,150, sofa.com

The gold 
flamingo 
table lamp, 
with graduating 
pink shade, is a 
talking point.  
£135, grahamand 
green.co.uk

 Top of the pops: DJ Lilah   
 added pops of colour with a  
 bright chair and fun lamp 

 Storage: To maximise  
 space in the bedroom  

 the wardrobe is in  
 the wide hall 

Lilah, a 
dab hand at 

flatpack furniture, 
put this dining table 

together herself. Solid Fir 
And Metal 6/8 Seater 
Industrial Dining Table 

L150, £324, 
maisonsdumonde.

com
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‘The Giuseppe Zanotti killer heels only 
come out for special occasions,’ she says. 

With her bedroom now a calming, 
uncluttered oasis – think huge white  
linen-covered bed, hot pink headboard  
and a pretty dressing table she found  
at Tesco and pimped with diamante 
handles from Zara Home – she turned  
her attention to the main living space, 
where she spends most of her time. 

An obsession with monochromes and 
grey – evident on the walls, painted in 
Farrow & Ball’s Blackened – prompted her 
brother, Michael, to buy her a bright yellow 
armchair from Made.com. ‘My family were 
always joking about my needing to add  
a bit more colour, so this got me started.’ 

A pink and gold flamingo-themed table 
lamp from Graham & Green followed, along 
with an artwork of a reclining blue figure, 
by London-based Victoria Achache, with 
splashes of pink and green. 

There are highly personal touches, too, 
such as the wooden trunk that belonged to 
her great-grandfather, now used as a coffee 
table and to store more clothes. But it was 
buying (and putting together), her fir and 
metal industrial-style dining table, says 
Lilah, that really made her flat a home. 
‘Even if you have only a tiny space,  

it’s worth having a proper dining table  
so you can have friends over,’ she explains. 

Despite living happily here for the past 
five years, it’s all change now for the DJ, TV 
and radio presenter. Lilah has recently 
become a qualified youth worker, and has 
returned to her first love, art – creating 
handpainted illustrations featuring names 
and initials picked out in watercolour 
flowers (see more details on her 
Instagram). She has also put her flat on the 
market, for £795,000, as she wants to find a 
period house nearer Michael in south 
London, which she can renovate, and 
where she can have a dog. 

‘I feel so proud of what I have done with 
the flat,’ Lilah says. ‘I really made the most 
out of every inch of space, and made it feel 
so much bigger. Looking back, I could have 
added a bit more colour, but I’ll experiment 
in my next place – I want to have lots of 
fun with patterns and wallpaper.’ 

There’s no doubt Lilah will be there with 
paste brush and tape measure in hand. 

 Lilah’s flat is for sale through TLC:  
020 7370 4000, tlclondon.com. Follow  
@LilahParsons on Instagram, TikTok,  

 and Twitter. Tune into Lilah on Heart FM 
Friday and Saturday nights 10pm to 1am

Walls throughout the  
flat are painted in Farrow & Ball’s 
Blackened, a cool white with just 
the slightest hint of grey. £49.95 
for 2.5litres from farrow-ball.com

This pretty 
Picasso 
print, Head 
1946, hangs 
in the white 
and grey 
bathroom. 
£199, 
johnlewis.
com

Lilah’s brother 
bought her a 
contemporary 
yellow armchair 
similar to this one  
to provide a burst of 
colour against all 
the grey. Charley 
Accent Armchair, 
in Yolk Yellow, 
£149 from 
Made.
com

 Grey matters: Lila used crisp greys and 
monochrome to create a calming feel throughout

 Wall done: Removing  
 internal walls created a  

 large living/dining space  

PHOTO
S: TLCLO

N
DO

N
.CO

M
; DAN

IEL LYN
CH



   

42 | METRO | Tuesday, September 15, 2020               

TRENDS // NEWS // REVIEWS TRENDS // NEWS // REVIEWS

ADVICE // HACKS // INVESTMENT ADVICE // HACKS // INVESTMENT

MUSIC // FILM // TV // COMEDY MUSIC // FILM // TV // COMEDY

STYLE // WELLBEING // CELEBRITY STYLE // WELLBEING // CELEBRITY

TRAVEL // CULTURE // ADVENTURE TRAVEL // CULTURE // ADVENTURE

MUSIC // FILM // TV // COMEDY MUSIC // FILM // TV // COMEDY

STYLE // WELLBEING // CELEBRITY STYLE // WELLBEING // CELEBRITY

TECHNOLOGY // GADGETS // GAMES // APPS TECHNOLOGY // GADGETS // GAMES // APPS
powered by

in association with Halifax Home Insurancein association with Halifax Home Insurance

in association with

TRAVEL // CULTURE // ADVENTURE TRAVEL // CULTURE // ADVENTURE

GETAWAY GETAWAY

OLIVER 
STALLWOOD  
REMEMBERS  
THE MAN WHO 
HELPED SHAPE 
BRITISH DESIGN 
FOR OVER  
60 YEARS...

Conran 
creations: Cone 

chair, wok, duvet, 
lamp and Brimstone side table 

I
T IS hard to underplay the role 
Sir Terence Conran, who has 
died aged 88, played on 
influencing the modern British 
world we live in. The globally 

renowned designer, retailer and 
restaurateur, dedicated himself 
to making our lives more colourful, 
interesting and certainly, a lot  
more stylish. 

In a career spanning six decades, 
Kingston-upon-Thames-born Sir 
Terence bought chic to the masses 
through Habitat, curated the world’s 
best design in The Conran Shop, 
with stores in London, Paris, New 
York, Japan and Seoul, and became 
a leading taste-maker, bringing the 
best of European design to the 
metropolitan middle-class. 

Having joined the design team at 
the Festival Of Britain in 1951, he 
opened his first restaurant, the 
stylish Soup Kitchen, in 1953. His 
famous restaurants, hotels and bars 
in London, Paris, New York, Japan 
and Scandinavia, including 
Quaglino’s, Bluebird, Mezzo and 
Guastavino’s, not only offered 
cutting-edge design, but followed 
his ethos that ‘good design should 
be available to the whole 
community, not just to a few’. Sir 
Terence, who was knighted in 1983, 
also wrote more than 50 books 
exploring his design philosophy, 
and in 2018 was made a Companion 
Of Honour by the Queen.

To meet him was to be captured  
in his imagination and unrelenting 
enthusiasm for the world. After 
years of board meetings and  
power lunches, how many global 
businessmen still possess an ounce 
of childlike wonder at the world? 
Conran still had it way into his 80s. 
Picasso once posed the question: 
‘Every child is an artist. The 
problem is how to remain an artist 
once he grows up.’ Sir Terence 
Conran clearly found 
the answer. 

THE DESIGN 
MUSEUM 
Founding The Design Museum in 
London was one of Sir Terence’s 
proudest moments, his family said in 
a public statement a�er his death.  
In 1982, Sir Terence negotiated an 
agreement with the Victoria & Albert 
Museum to establish the Boilerhouse 
project in the museum’s basement. 
When the Boilerhouse outgrew its 
location, he headed up the creation 
of the Design Museum, the world’s 
first museum dedicated to design, in 
a former banana factory at Shad 
Thames in 1989, where it remained 
for more than 25 years. 

In 2016, the museum moved to the 
former Commonwealth Institute, a 
1960s building in Kensington High 
Street. Transformed into a cutting- 
edge site, it has seen more than two 
million visitors since opening. When 
Metro met Sir Terence at the new 
museum before it opened to the 
public, he said it was a ‘dream that 
had taken ten years to materialise’.

CONE CHAIR
Sir Terence used his skills as a young 
metalworker to create a simple and 
stylish basket-weave chair that 
proved that good design need not 
break the bank or be stu�y and 
uncomfortable.

DUVETS 
It’s hard to imagine chilly British 
winters without duvets. The story 
goes that in the 1950s, Sir Terence 
was in Sweden with a member of the 
opposite sex underneath a strange 
pu�y cover. He himself was 
quoted as saying this duvet 
‘liberated sex and easy 
living’ and a few years later, 
he began selling the warm, 
time-saving bed covers at his shop 

in the King’s Road.  
 

He later said his popularisation of 
the duvet ‘revolutionised the sex  
life of Europe’.

FLATPACK FURNITURE  
Before MFI, and a certain Swedish 
brand arrived in the UK, Sir Terence 
introduced the country to practical, 
easy to transport and (sometimes) 
fun to build, flatpack furniture 
through the Summa range in 1962.

IN THE KITCHEN 
During the 1960s, when tinned fruit 
and ham salads were British culinary 
highlights, Habitat introduced some 
weird and wonderful cooking tools. 
The wok’s appearance on Habitat’s 
shelves is credited with popularising 
Asian cuisine in Britain.

HECTOR BIBENDUM  
TABLE LAMP 
To celebrate the 21st anniversary of 
Original BTC Lighting and the 
centenary of Michelin House in 2011, 
Sir Terence designed the Hector 
Bibendum Table Lamp in red and 
blue. The elegant form of the lamp is 
inspired by the corpulent shape of 
the iconic Michelin Man and the 
signature cotton-braided flex of 
Original BTC Lighting.

BRIMSTONE SIDE TABLE 
Another Sir Terence design, the 
Brimstone Side Table is hand-cra�ed 
by Benchmark in the UK from oak 
and Carrara marble.

 Influential: Sir   
 Terence’s legacy  

 includes food and  
 furniture; below: he  

 also founded the  
 Design Museum

Terence 
Conran’s 

greatest  
hits PHOTO
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