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 Londoners need Help to Buy
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Struggling  
young Londoners  
need Help to Buy

Home hunters emerging from coronavirus lockdown 
have sent demand for the Government’s shared  
equity scheme rocketing, Anna White discovers.  
This lifeline must not be phased out

From £482,500: 
right, Help to Buy 
homes at Royal 
Albert Wharf in E16
From £432,500: 
far left, The Kiln 
Works in Limehouse, 
where apartments 
launch on July 18
From £232,000: 
left, one-bedroom 
Help to Buy flats at 
Langley Square in 
Dartford, Kent

TURNING TO HELP TO BUY
Help to Buy was introduced in 2013 as a way 
of encouraging developers to keep building 
new homes in the wake of the global finan-
cial crisis. Under the scheme in London, the 
Government lends up to 40 per cent of the 
property’s value, the bank lends 55 per cent 
and the purchaser has to find a five per cent 
deposit. In other parts of the country, the 
Government lends up to 20 per cent of value.

This shared equity scheme has grown in 
popularity year on year but Covid-19 has 
accelerated this trend, says Savills’ analyst 
Lawrence Bowles. 

“Help to Buy just applies to new-build 
homes, which was the only part of the mar-
ket that could function during the lockdown. 
Buyers were able to view show flats online 
and take virtual tours,” he says. 

Also adding to the appeal of new build,  
sanitised new homes with no previous 
owner suit a world gripped with contagion 
anxiety as a result of the pandemic. 

This month big lenders such as Nationwide 
pulled their 95 per cent loan-to-value mort-
gages aimed at first-time buyers. “As a result 
more purchasers without a large deposit 
could turn to Help to Buy,” Bowles adds.

TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO TAP IN
Help to Buy has courted controversy, how-
ever. Some believe it helped prop up a frag-
ile housing market, while others blame it for 
inflating values in London’s frenetic house 
price recovery from 2010 to 2015. As a result 
the Government has decided to wean the 
country off the scheme as early as next year. 

HELP TO BUY IN THE 
COMMUTER BELT 

FINANCE workers Danielle Jones 
and Matthew Wellington moved 
into their new home at Bellway’s 
Rivenhall Park development in 
Witham, Essex, using Help to Buy.

Danielle, 26, and Matthew, 24, had 
been living with their parents while 
they saved up to get a place 
together.

The couple chose The Campbell, a 
three-bedroom, semi-detached 
house.

Danielle says: “We had saved up a 
good deposit but Help to Buy made 
it possible for us to get the house 
that we really wanted.”

There’s currently a range of 
three- and four-bedroom houses 
available to reserve at Rivenhall 
Park, priced from £339,995.

Visit bellway.co.uk for more 
information.

M
ANY young 
Londoners 
h ave  s p e n t 
the lockdown 
s t u c k  i n  a 
rental prop-
erty at close 
quarters with 

flatmates — or back at home with their par-
ents. Other renters with young children, 
gearing up to buy their first family home 
when the coronavirus pandemic hit in 
March, have spent the last three months in 
a property they have outgrown. 

The long months of restrictions have pro-
vided plenty of motivation for those with a 
deposit to rush to get on the property ladder. 
And in growing numbers, they are turning 
to the Government’s Help to Buy scheme to 
set them on the first rung. 

The number of online searches made by 
mortgage brokers on behalf of home buyers 
in London has risen by 948 per cent since 
the start of the lockdown, albeit from a very 
low base. The number of searches for mort-
gages using Help to Buy, however, has shot 
up 1,532 per cent over the same period, 
according to the mortgage search engine 
Twenty7Tec used by brokers. 

“The housing market has rebounded 
across the country but Help to Buy in Lon-
don has noticeably jumped,” says Phil Bailey, 
director at the software company. “Help to 
Buy has been a significant part of the mort-
gage market over the recent past. We expect 
this to continue,” adds Graham Sellar, head 
of mortgages for major lender, Santander. 
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From £360,000: 
left, one- and 
two-bedroom 
apartments at 
Auckland Rise & 
Sylvan Hill in Upper 
Norwood, with Help 
to Buy available
From £545,000: 
below, Help to Buy 
townhouses in 
Southall Village on 
Grand Union Canal 
in west London 

are 190 available. Just like a standard mort-
gage, Help to Buy loans are available even 
when on furlough. Affordability will be stress 
tested against furloughed income, with 
some lenders asking for written confirma-
tion that an employer intends to bring the 
employee back to work. 

WHERE SHOULD I TARGET MY 
HELP TO BUY HOME SEARCH?
More new-build homes could become avail-
able with Help to Buy if prices fall below the 
scheme’s current £600,000 threshold in 
London as a result of Covid-19.

In fact, some developers have registered 
with the Help to Buy scheme during the 
lockdown, in an attempt to try to shift prop-
erties in an uncertain market. 

Here’s a Homes & Property guide on where 
to look for developments offering Help to 
Buy across London. 

GOING NORTH: HARROW  
AND HORNSEY
Developer Hill just launched Harrow One, 
119 new studios and apartments with private 
balconies, part of the £1.75 billion Harrow  
town centre regeneration. The homes  are 
built around a courtyard and there’s a com-
munity hub and storage for 400 bikes. Prices 
start from £285,000. Visit harrowone.co.uk 
or call 020 3906 1951.

Help to Buy homes launched last month 
at  Clarendon in Hornsey, Haringey, as part 
of a new 12-acre urban village delivering 
1,714 homes. Prices start from £363,080. Call 
020 3944 1832.

SOUTH AND EAST: WOOLWICH, 
CROYDON, DARTFORD  
AND LIMEHOUSE
Navigator Wharf is the latest phase of Royal 
Arsenal Riverside in Woolwich. These new 
homes overlook the river and sit next to 
Maribor Park. Prices start from £492,500 
(royalarsenalriverside.co.uk). 

There are just two Help to Buy one-bed-
room flats left in the £180 million Langley 
Square waterside scheme in Dartford. The 
two homes are priced at £232,000 and 
£238,000 (weston-homes.com).

In Upper Norwood, Croydon council devel-
oper Brick by Brick has completed Auckland 
Rise & Sylvan Hill, five low-rise buildings 
with 57 one- and two-bedroom flats. Help to 
Buy is available with prices from £360,000 
and Croydon residents get priority (brick-
bybrick.com). 

The Kiln Works sits on the quayside in 
Limehouse with Help to Buy one-and 
two-bedroom flats launching on July 18, 
priced from £432,500 (nhgsales.com). 

TO THE WEST: HANWELL  
AND SOUTHALL
Open-plan flats overlooking lawns and 
podium gardens are available at Aspire @ 
St Bernard’s Gate in Hanwell, Ealing. Prices 
start from £360,000. Call 020 3369 0138. 

In Southall Village on the Grand Union 
Canal, three townhouses are left for sale. 
Southall, like nearby Hanwell, is being 
caught up in regeneration sweeping west 
London. Prices from £545,000 with Help to 
Buy. Call Catalyst on 020 3993 6438.

Help to Buy will end for all non first-time 
buyers and new price thresholds will come 
in per region, reducing the amount a devel-
oper can charge for a new home available 
using the scheme. Help to Buy is due to end 
completely in 2023. 

Lawrence Bowles of Savills argues that the 
initiative helps stimulate much-needed 
supply and could play a vital part in the UK’s 
economic recovery after Covid-19. 

The Government, he explains, “could delay 
next year’s restrictions because of the cur-
rent crisis. Or they could extend the 2023 
cut off.” However, Help to Buy is expensive 
for the Government when it has thrown 
money at the furlough scheme and given 
emergency handouts for small businesses. 

I’M ON FURLOUGH — SO CAN I 
STILL GET HELP TO BUY? 
“Crunch time for the housing market comes 
in the autumn when the furlough scheme 
will end and we see the reality of job losses,” 
says mortgage broker Andrew Montlake of 
Coreco. 

However, some who have worked through 
the lockdown, or been furloughed with their 
employer topping up their pay, have man-
aged to add to their deposit pot. 

In the early phase of the lockdown, the big 
lenders withdrew their Help to Buy products 
because of a lack of capacity. It was difficult 
to keep pace with demand with a large pro-
portion of the banking workforce on fur-
lough or working from home.  

These Help to Buy mortgage products have 
now returned — Andrew Montlake says there 

HOMES & 
PROPERTY 
ONLINE
Award-winning 
homesand 
property.co.uk

‘THE COST OF RENTING 
MADE IT LOGICAL TO BUY’ 

PR MAN Keshav Barnwal, 34, and his 
wife Ankita, 30, bought a two-
bedroom home using Help to Buy at 
Royal Albert Wharf, which sits 
between the Thames and the Royal 
Docks regeneration zone in E16. 

The couple had been renting a 
one-bedroom apartment for £1,400 
a month and through buying have 
reduced their annual outgoings by 
£2,400. 

“I did the sums and realised how 
much we were wasting on renting,” 
he says. “Buying was the logical 
decision.” Help to Buy homes at 
Royal Albert Wharf start from 
£482,500. Call 020 3815 2222. 
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B
UYERS who once wouldn’t 
have dreamed of leaving 
central London are eyeing up 
Zone 3 in this post-lockdown, 
work-from-home world. It’s 

the happy medium, where they are far 
more likely to find a home they can 
afford with a garden, without straying 

too far from the heart of town. They 
might also be able to invest in an 
up-and-coming regeneration zone.

A new report by Hamptons 
International analyses average prices 
across the whole of Zone 3, to reveal 
the three postcodes that offer home 
hunters the best value for money.

Ruth Bloomfield reveals the 
best-value postcodes for 
family homes with outside 
space and a quick commute

Spotlight on 

Zone 3

homesandproperty.co.uk powered by 

E6, EAST HAM
£431 PER SQ FT

NORTH of the river and east of the 
City and Canary Wharf, E6 is the most 
pocket-friendly Zone 3 postcode. This 
traditional swathe of the East End 
missed out on the regeneration that 
transformed much of the rest of 
Newham in the past 10 years.

Now though, change has begun, as 
housebuilders put new homes on 
former industrial backlands. It’s also 
good value for period property, with 
streets of Victorian terrace houses 
originally built for factory workers 
and costing £380,000 to £425,000 for 
a three-bedroom home. The most 
popular pocket is Central Park Estate, 
south of Barking Road. Flats are 
equally good value. East Ham has 
plenty of slightly dated, purpose-built 
blocks where a one-bedroom flat 
would be £240,000 to £260,000.

There is a compromise. E6 is an area 
where deprivation is widespread. The 
high street is drab — competition 
from the Westfield mall in Stratford 
means few chains are interested and 
the everyday shops are basic. But new 
homes could revive East Ham’s heart. 

These include New Market Place, 
with 277 red-brick flats in six blocks 
set around courtyards, plus a parade 
of new shops replacing the old East 
Ham Market Hall. From £304,000 for 
a studio flat. Help to Buy is available 
(barrattlondon.com). East Ham Tube, 
on the Hammersmith & City and 
District lines, is half a mile away, with 
17-minute services to Canary Wharf 
and a half-hour trip to King’s Cross.

E13, PLAISTOW
£448 PER SQ FT
PLAISTOW is a Cinderella beside 
the monster regeneration zones at 
Canning Town and Royal Docks 
but like East Ham, it’s good for 
affordable Victorian terraces, with 
four- to five-bedroom houses from 
£600,000 and three-bedroom 
houses from about £500,000.

Flats range from period 
conversions to slightly dated 
blocks. A two-bedroom flat can be 
had for £300,000 to £350,000.

The big new-build player is 
Upton Gardens, once home to 
West Ham United FC, where 
almost 850 homes are being built 
in landscaped grounds, with a play 
area, residents gym and shops. 
Two-bedroom flats start from 
£474,000. Help to Buy is available 
(barratthomes.co.uk).

SE18, WOOLWICH
£461 PER SQ FT
JUST south of the river, Woolwich 
occupies a swathe of Thames-side 
London that’s enjoying something of 
a renaissance. 

Five miles down the Thames from 
Canary Wharf, Woolwich is a 
postcode of two halves. The 
multibillion-pound regeneration of 
Woolwich Arsenal, Royal Arsenal 
Riverside by Berkeley Homes, is at 
one end of the scale, featuring 5,000 
new homes plus waterfront bars and 
restaurants. At the other end are 
some downright shabby streets.

Whichever option fits your budget, 
your local transport links are about to 
get better. Crossrail is due to arrive at 
Woolwich next summer. In the 
meantime, British Land is planning a 
five-acre mixed development that 
should smarten up Woolwich’s high 
street, while Greenwich council is 
investing in a waterfront arts centre. 

The poshest part of SE18 is towards 
Shooters Hill, where grand Victorian 
villas approach the £1 million price 
tag, but about £500,000 will buy a 
three-bedroom period terrace house.

“In the Royal Arsenal you would pay 
more than that for a three-bedroom 
flat,” says Paul Olubunmi, director of 
PK Sales and Lettings.

Many buyers want to live close to 
the station and Olubunmi 
recommends Burrage Road, Burrage 

Place or Crescent Road. Another good 
option is to look to the south of the 
postcode, close to the wilds of 
Woolwich Common. 

Woolwich is rich with historic 
buildings mostly linked to its naval 
history, and these make for beautiful 
period conversions, although buyers 
will pay a big premium for this kind of 
kerb appeal, with two-bedroom flats 

frequently listed for between 
£600,000 and £800,000. If you care 
more about bang for your buck, then 
a two-bedroom purpose-built flat 
would cost around £350,000.

Housebuilding is going on all over 
SE18, and there are still a few homes 
left at Battalion Court, which 
overlooks Mulgrave Pond (bellway.co.
uk). The pond dates from the 1750s 
and was originally dug as a reservoir 
for the royal dockyards. The site is 
half-a-mile from Woolwich town 
centre and Woolwich Arsenal station. 
Prices start from £338,000 for a 
one-bedroom flat.

For first-time buyers, Home Group 
(www.homegroup.org.uk) has 
shared-ownership apartments for sale 
priced from £92,500 at Insignia 
Place, some with balconies giving 
views of the Thames and close to 
Barrack Field, just one of the area’s 
great open spaces.

Prices from 
£304,000: 
new-build flats in 
six blocks set 
around courtyards 
and handy for the 
Tube at New 
Market Place, East 
Ham E6. Help to 
Buy is available 
(barrattlondon.
co.uk)

£350,000: a 
two-bedroom flat 
in Greengate 
Street, E13, with 
secure allocated 
underground 
parking and a long 
lease. Available 
chain free through 
City & Urban (020 
8012 3176)

£525,000: 
above, a three-
bedroom terrace 
house in Isla Road, 
SE18. David Evans 
(020 8012 3929)
From £338,000: 
left, flats at 
Battalion Court, 
Artillery Place, 
Woolwich 
(bellway.co.uk) Thinking of 

moving? Start 
your search on
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Design your 
own family 
home, £355k

From £355,000: 
family homes by 
Swan Housing at 
Beechwood 
Village in Basildon, 
Essex, have up to 
five bedrooms and 
flexible layouts 
that buyers can 
configure to suit 
their needs. The 
homes are factory 
built and then 
assembled on site

FLEXIBILITY is the buzz word at 
Beechwood Village in Basildon, 
Essex, a new “greenfield” community 
of 965 homes where developer Swan 
Housing is selling 251 customisable 
houses with up to five bedrooms, 
priced from £355,000.

Five standard house types are on 
offer. Buyers then use an online 
configurator to choose a room layout, 
external materials and internal 
finishes. Up to 316,000 permutations 
are available, with choices from a rear 
extension or additional bedroom to 
roof tiles, brick cladding and garden 

while The Park style occupies a corner 
of linked greens. An extra bedroom 
adds £25,000 to the basic cost and an 
oriel window is £8,500.

Once a design is confirmed with 
Swan’s sales consultants, the order is 
placed and the home is built in a 
factory, then brought back to be 
assembled on site. The whole process 
start to finish typically takes six 

months. Call 020 3369 0119. Basildon 
was created in the late Forties as part 
of the New Town movement aimed at 
providing affordable homes for 
bombed-out Londoners. Trains to 
Fenchurch Street take 31 minutes.

Swan Housing also has projects in 
Barking and Plaistow and has 
committed to providing outside space 
in all its houses and apartments.

Victorian style, but 
with top-speed 
broadband
CLAPHAM or Brixton? A new 
collection of 16 Victorian-style 
townhouses in Mandrell Road, 
above, can lay claim to either 
district, being right on the 
boundary of the two.

While Brixton’s lively urban 
streetlife may be the draw for some 
buyers, others will prefer the more 
sedate charms of Clapham’s open 
spaces and café society.

The handsome four-bedroom, 
bay-fronted homes are spread over 
four storeys. The highlight is a 
combined kitchen and family room 
opening on to a terrace and garden. 
Each house comes with a video 
entry system and superfast 1GB 
Hyperoptic broadband. Prices from 
£1,425,000. Call estate agent 
Caddingtons on 020 7164 6545.

Smart 
moves
 By David 

Spittles

fencing, and from kitchen worktops 
and bathroom tiles to extra-fluffy 
carpets. The Avenue house type, for 
example, can be a two-storey semi 
with three bedrooms, or extended 
upwards to become a three-storey 
four-bedroom house. 

With The Terrace type, you can 
choose a kitchen at the front or rear of 
the house, opening on to the garden, 
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GETAWAY GETAWAY

PUT DOWN ROUTES  
FOR UNDER £500K
With the popularity of a pedal-poWered commute  
at an all-time high, AndreA deAn looks at homes  
close to london’s ever-increasing cycle netWork...

B
eing cooped up indoors has 
led to us reassessing our 
priorities and, in a recently 
commissioned survey, Redrow 
found that 45 per cent of  

18-34 year-olds living in the capital 
regard being able to walk or cycle to work 
as more important than before lockdown. 
TfL reports that more Santander Cycles 
were hired in the last week of May – 
362,925 – than ever before in a seven-day 

period, and is set to expand the scheme 
to cope with unprecedented demand. The 
cycling network is growing too. As part 
of the Streetscape programme, temporary 
changes are being introduced to create 
extra space for cyclists and walkers on 
roads across London, allowing for social 
distancing. TfL intends to build 450km of 
new Cycleways by 2024. So why not get 
fit by buying a new home with an easy 
commute by bike? 

1 Ashley 
roAd, 
tottenhAm  
hAle, n17 
The first residential 
building in the £500m 
redevelopment of the area, 
led by Argent Related, 
comprises 183 studio,  
one two and three-bed 
apartments designed by 
award-winning Alison 
Brooks Architects. The 
City’s easy to reach via 
nearby Cycleway One. 
From £413,000 
tottenhamhale.london

Fielders QuArter, 
BArking riverside, ig11
Following the success of the first phase, the 
second tranche of homes in the Mansion Block 
Apartments has been released ahead of 
schedule. They form part of the massive 
riverside regeneration scheme, on the route of 
the proposed Ilford to Barking Cycleway, which 
will span 7km across east London. One-beds 
from £249,495, bellway.co.uk
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Bronze,  
WandsWorth, sW18
Located on Cycleway Eight 
that leads straight into 
Westminster, these one, 
two and three-bed 
apartments feature floor to 
ceiling windows and many 
enjoy views over adjacent 
King George’s Park. London 
Help to Buy is available and 
there’s a daytime concierge 
and secure bike storage. 
From £445,000, 
strawberrystar.co.uk

the 
assemBly, 
hounsloW, tW3 
Countryside’s car-free 
scheme consists of  
one and two-bed 
apartments – offered 
with London Help to 
Buy – and four-bed 
townhouses, all with 
outside space. They sit 
at the future western 
end of Cycleway Nine, 
which will run all the 
way to Kensington via 
Brentford and 
Hammersmith. 
From £320,000,  
theassembly.london

shoreditch 
exchange, 

shoreditch, e2
Buyers here can look forward 

to a short walk and an even 
shorter cycle ride into the City 

via nearby Cycleway 13. Two and 
three-bed apartments and 

penthouses are currently 
available, each with a balcony or 
terrace, views of the Square Mile 

and amenities including cycle 
storage and landscaped roof 

gardens. From £910,000,  
regal-london.co.uk

motion, leyton, e10
Both shared ownership and private sale apartments are available 
at Peabody and Hill’s development in the heart of Waltham 
Forest’s Mini-Holland network. New routes have been introduced 
and streets upgraded to create a safer cycling environment, and 
Cycleway 23 – connecting to Cycleway One – is close by. Peabody 
is offering a Get In & Go incentive. It consists of a new bicycle and 
legal fees paid, worth up to £2,500, to buyers reserving before 
Aug 31, peabodysales.co.uk. Hill has three private sale 
apartments, with balcony and London Help to Buy. Two-beds from 
£127,500 for a 30 per share of £425,000, motion-e10.co.uk

the rise, alperton, ha0 
These one, two and three-bed apartments 
from So Resi are moments from the 
revitalised Grand Union Canal and the 
proposed new Cycleway between Wembley 
and Willesden Junction. Fully fitted 
kitchens with integrated appliances are 
included, and London Help to Buy’s an 
option on the one and two-bedders.             
From £322,500, therise.london

peckham place,  
peckham, se15
Notting Hill Genesis’s centrally located 
scheme offers Help to Buy and is convenient 
for the planned Southwark Spine cycle 
route, running north-south through the 
borough. It’s made up of one, two and 
three-bed apartments with open plan 
kitchen/living areas and a paved terrace or 
balcony. From £440,000, nhgsales.com

Building 10, royal 
arsenal riverside, 
WoolWich, se18 
There are 112 one, two and three-
bed apartments in the latest 
phase in Berkeley’s 
transformation of Britain’s 
largest munitions factory into a 
new waterside community. All 
homes in the ten-storey building 
come with a balcony or terrace, 
and Cycleway Four’s planned 
extension is on the doorstep. 
From £477,500, 
royalarsenalriverside.co.uk Bond house,  

neW cross, se14
Convenient for keen cyclists, this 
apartment block is well placed 
for Route 21 of the National 
Cycle Network, stretching from 
Greenwich to Pevensey on the 
East Sussex coast. The one, two 
and three-bed homes are 
arranged around a courtyard and 
some enjoy far-reaching views 
over the capital. From £419,950, 
crestnicholson.com
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Left: Abaya ceramic vase, £18 (habitat.co.uk); above left, Sapphire Salute paint, 
£29.16 for 2.5L (dulux.co.uk); above right, mood board with paints and papers by 

Little Greene (littlegreene.com); right, Misty armchair, £595, Habitat (as before)

Homes Property | Interiors

C
OOL BLUE is the darling of 
internet interiors searchers, 
with hashtags for Hague Blue at 
an all-time high, according to 
research by bathroom brand 

Drench. This particular blue, so inky that 
it’s almost black, is made by Farrow & Ball 
— the brand monopolising the top end of 
the paint trade with a huge range of 
quirkily named shades.

With an equally impeccable paint 
pedigree, Little Greene did a capsule blue 
edit in 2015, setting the trend with a 
palette of 20 hues from ice to navy. And 
for 2020, American colour pundits 
Pantone named Classic Blue — infused 
with hints of sea and sky — their colour of 
the year. 

You could pay pushing £50 for two-and-
a-half litres of elite emulsion, for “superior 
pigments and excellent coverage”, says 
paint pundit Mel Adams of the all-encom-
passing designerpaint.com, where 
masses of shade cards are free. Happily 
Dulux is much cheaper at around £29 for 
the same size tin, including Ink Well, 
Sapphire Salute, and Midnight Teal. 

“These are night sky backdrops,” says 
colour consultant Marianne Shillingford. 
“Inky blues are soothing in the bedroom, 
sophisticated in the living room and the 
most popular colour on revamped kitchen 
cabinets right now. They look best in a 
matt finish.” 

At B&Q, blue is the most popular shade 
after neutrals and grey. And fashionably 
deep is their Antibes at only £12 for 2.5L. It 
might be best to get your skates on when 
ordering paint — unprecedented 
lockdown DIY is rumoured to be causing 
some shortages.

TEXTILES
Indigo is the benchmark blue for textiles, 
redolent of Japanese crafts and African 
tribal weaves. In north London Rob Jones 
of Romor Designs (romordesigns.com) is 
the patient master of shibori, making 
resist-dyed patterns with stitched, 
clamped and bound cloth. 
Check out his cushions, 
shades and Zoom videos on 
the website. 

“Such ethnic dyes and 
prints are timeless and 
constantly inspire us 
all,” says Mark Butcher, 
design manager at 
fabric brand Mark 
Alexander (markalex-
ander.com). 

Meanwhile, at cult 
label Mind The Gap 
(mindtheg.com) an 
ambitious oeuvre has 
fabrics and paper 
redolent of Zulu and 
Kuba mudcloths, 
Navajo weaves and Ikat 
silks from Uzbekistan.

It’s so cool to get  
the blues

From ice right through to navy, blue is the fresh 
favourite for summer walls, home furnishings                                                                                                                                      

         and fabrics, says Barbara Chandler

Above: Large Flower fabric (hanging) in 
cobalt, £133 per m (designersguild.com); far 
left, Mermaids wallpaper £80 a roll (dupenny.
com); left, Hague Blue No. 30 Estate Emulsion, 
£47.95 for 2.5L (farrow-ball.com)

ROYAL BLUE FOR LINENS
The “Queen of Blue” Zoe Glencross 
(zoeglencross.com), inspired by the 
“massive skies” surrounding her Cheshire 
home, is updating indigo for prints on 
linen — even the cow parsley is blue. Or 
take a tip from Instagram influencers and 
offset your muted wall of ink with the 
near-match of a navy velvet sofa, giving 
sheen and depth. Find lovely ones at 
MADE.com from around £650. 

ON THE TABLE
For fresh blue-and-white china, try striped 
Cornishware by TG Green (cornishware.
co.uk), Blue Italian by Spode (spode.co.uk), 

or a Chinese porcelain vase or 
lamp base from OKA, now 

open in Chelsea (oka.
com). Paolo 

Moschino has 
Canton platters 

at nicholas 
haslam.com. 

Or go for a 
blue glaze 
from studio 
potters 
— Reiko 
Kaneko 
will paint 

you a wave 
mural on 

ceramic tiles 
(reikokaneko.

co.uk). Explore 
budget blue china 

and glass at Habitat, 
Ikea and H&M, or smoky 

tumblers and goblets at Oliver 
Bonas and Graham & Green. 
Finish off your table setting at 
antiques-atlas.com for old 
Bristol Blue glass.

BLUE has been a lifelong leitmotif for 
London interiors doyenne Tricia Guild, 
whose stunning Out of the Blue 
retrospective is set to reopen this 
month after being mothballed during 
lockdown.

There will also be future extended 
dates to mid-February next year at the 
Fashion & Textile Museum in 
Bermondsey Street, SE1 (ftm.london.
org).

Find inspiration at Designers Guild, 
Tricia Guild’s shops for fabric, paint 
and furnishings at 265-277 King’s 
Road, SW3 and 76 Marylebone High 
Street, W1 (designersguild.com). Says 
Guild: “Blue is an ascending colour, it 
lifts the spirits when the sky is blue. It 
is airy and expansive, generating a 
supreme sense of wellbeing.”  

OUT OF THE BLUE


