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Sealed bids and quick-fire sales 
are back as this normally sleepy 

month wakes up the market 
PAGES 16 & 17

It’s a hot 
August for 

home buyers

Winner 2020BEST LIFESTYLE NEWS SITE

homesandproperty.co.uk



  16  WEDNESDAY 19 AUGUST 2020  EVENING STANDARD

Homes Property | New homes

It’s the surprise big 
August bounceback
In Part 2 of our series on the post-lockdown 
property boom, Homes & Property reveals 
the best districts to search for a new 
address — and the mortgage deals to make 
your dream home a reality. By Anna White

From £108,750: 25 per cent of a flat at South Quay Plaza, Isle of Dogs. 
Legal & General has 78 shared-ownership homes for sale at the scheme

HOMES & 
PROPERTY 
ONLINE
Homes & Property is 
in your Evening 
Standard every 
Wednesday and you 
can visit the 
award-winning 
homesand 
property.co.uk 
every day

T
HE housing market has 
gone bonkers in London. 
Sealed bids, quick-fire 
sales and record prices 
are back. After a pro-
longed period of Brexit 
stagnation  and the shock 
of lockdown, the London 

housing scene, usually quiet in midsummer, 
is having an unexpected August bounceback 
beyond all expectations, with numbers of 
homes for sale up in nearly every borough. 

Last month was up 44 per cent on the same 
time last year for Londoners buying a flat or 
a house, as pent-up demand, the stamp duty 
break and the staycation gave them the 
impetus and the time to search, according 
to a new Hamptons International study. 

Typically, the long school summer break 
brings the quietest six weeks of the year for 
estate agents, as people jet off on holiday 
and sellers hold back for the autumn rush.
But this year is different. 

Covid-19 has shifted the seasonal pattern  
says David Fell, analyst at Hamptons and 
author of the report from which our statistics 
come. “With fewer Londoners taking a sum-
mer holiday, the capital’s housing market 
had the busiest July in over a decade. Num-
bers [of people buying  a home] were up in 
every single borough with all bar two record-
ing double-digit increases on the same time 
last year,” says Fell. 

Estate agents and sellers  agree. “We 
launched a three-bedroom flat in a Victorian 
mansion block near the Oval in July. Just six 
days later it was under offer from first-time 
buyers, achieving a record price for the 
block,” says Tom Floyd of Winkworths. 

Data from Rightmove shows high demand 
continuing into this month. Enquiries via 
the website rose 90 per cent in the first week 
of the month compared with the same week 

the previous year and sales agreed were up 
55 per cent. The news that the UK is in reces-
sion — the economy contracted by a record 
20 per cent in April, May and June — may 
also spur vendors on to try to sell ahead of 
falling house prices,, adding to this pressur-
ised August market. 

BUYERS HEAD FOR THE ’BURBS 
First-time buyers and families are keen to 
move on  and out for  affordability and space 
in outer London. The number of sales in 
Zone 6 jumped 51 per cent on last year, 
compared with just one per cent in West-
minster.

Bexley had the biggest increase in deals 
done in any borough with an 88 per cent rise 
on July last year, followed by Wandsworth, 
Lewisham, Kingston upon Thames and 
Merton.

There are one-, two- and three-bedroom 
apartments available at Eastside Quarter in 
Bexleyheath. The development sits in land-
scaped gardens in the town centre and all 
the flats have balconies. Prices start from 
£276,995. Contact Bellway Homes on 020 
8131 3525. 

Flats are on sale in 14-storey Nine River-
side, the final phase of Riverside Quarter in 
Wandsworth. Each has a winter garden or 
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From £656,000: above, flats at Eagle Wharf Road, Hoxton. Call Aitch Group (020 8504 4500)
From £995,000: left, walkable to the City, apartments at One Crown Place in Shoreditch

AIMING TO BAG A 
STAMP DUTY SAVING

balcony and residents have access to com-
munal gardens. Prices start from £645,000 
for a one-bedroom home (riversidequarter.
com).

The borough with the smallest increase in 
home sales last month was Westminster. 
Making up the bottom five are Hammer-
smith & Fulham, Hackney, Kensington & 
Chelsea and Haringey.

FAMILIES RUSH TO UPSIZE
Existing homeowners accounted for the 
biggest jump in sales, of 51 per cent, espe-
cially in the £800,000 to £900,000 price 
bracket. For most families aiming to upsize,  
lockdown has been the driver, explains 
Hamptons’ David Fell. 

Family-size apartments are on sale at 
Wakefield House in Kingston, part of the 
300-home Royal Exchange development. 
The scheme will be set around a new public 
square with shops, restaurants, communal 
gardens, cycle spaces and a cinema. Prices 
start from £490,000 for a one-bedroom flat 
up to £965,000 for a three-bedroom flat. Call 
Berkeley Homes on 020 3733 3920. 

Large apartments are also for sale at 
Clapham Place, with balconies and a com-
munal roof terrace, close to Clapham Com-
mon and Battersea Park. One-, two- and 

three-bedroom flats and penthouses are 
available, with prices from £565,000. Visit 
regal-london.co.uk for details. 

FIRST-TIME BUYERS 
First-time buyers have been propping up 
the London property market over the past 
five years, thanks to the Government’s 
shared equity Help to Buy scheme. This is 
set to continue with first-time buyer sales 
up 44 per cent in July, way ahead of investors  
at 26 per cent. 

The stamp duty holiday below £500,000, 
as introduced by the Chancellor in his emer-
gency July budget, makes a bigger difference 
to first-time buyers in London than their 
regional counterparts because of higher 
house prices. 

There are seven apartments left in the 
Eagle Wharf Road scheme in Hoxton start-
ing from £656,000 for a 646sq ft one-bed-
room flat. It’s a 14-minute walk to Old Street 
station. Call Aitch Group on 020 8504 4500. 

More expensive homes are for sale in One 
Crown Place in Shoreditch, walkable to the 
City. The building comprises 246 apart-
ments, a hotel, offices and shops on the 
ground floor with a restored Georgian ter-
race. Prices start from £995,000 (020 7205 
2697.)

WHAT TO BUY RIGHT NOW
Developers are jumping on the early 
demand bandwagon and bringing forward 
their autumn new launches. Notting Hill 
Genesis launched The Mare Building at 
Royal Albert Wharf, part of the £3.7billion 
regeneration of the Royal Docks, last week-
end. One- and two-bedroom shared-owner-
ship flats start from £78,750 for 25 per cent 
of a £315,000 home. Call 020 3815 2222. 

Legal & General has 78 shared-ownership 
homes at the South Quay Plaza near Canary 
Wharf. Flats are available from £108,750 for 
a 25 per cent share. To be eligible buyers 
must have a household income of less than 
£90,000. Visit www.landg.com/sqp

GET THE BEST MORTGAGE RATE
This wave of activity is overwhelming lend-
ers and throwing the mortgage market into 
chaos. “The surge in demand eclipses any-
thing we’ve seen in the past five years,” says 
Alex Ogario of Knight Frank Finance. 

“But there’s a flipside to this.” With staff 
furloughed and international call centres 
under-resourced due to Covid, “lenders are 
creaking under the strain of all these mort-
gage applications.” Banks offering the cheap-
est rates face a huge influx of applications. 
In a bid to maintain their service levels they 

are forced to raise their rates. “This means 
you might see deals available at lunchtime 
vanish before the end of the day,” Ogario 
adds. Although rates have crept up since 
July, they remain very low. For example, 
buyers can secure a two-year fixed rate of 
1.14 per cent when borrowing a 75 per cent 
loan-to-value 25-year mortgage. Five-year 
fixed rates are available at 1.58 per cent.

DEALS COME AND GO
Although buyer demand is high and sales 
are up, the number of deals collapsing is also 
on the rise and could increase on the news 
that GDP dropped a record 20.4 per cent 
between April and June. “Buyers are both 
discerning and nervous at the moment,” says 
Becky Fatemi of Rokstone Properties in 
central London. “We may find some now 
hold back expecting house prices to fall on 
news that the UK economy is in recession.”

Rightmove says more people are putting 
their homes on the market, making it 
tougher to sell. “Vendors must get their 
paperwork in order early. Delays in this 
market can be the kiss of death for a sale,” 
says Fatemi. Rokstone is selling a one-bed-
room apartment in a mansion block in South 
Kensington on a garden square for £895,000. 
Call 020 7580 2030.

SPURRED on by the stamp duty 
holiday and with a new baby boy, 
Charlotte Parkinson and her husband 
Chris, 30, have put their Chiswick 
home up for sale and want to buy in 
Brentford.

“We love our flat but after having a 
baby we want to be closer to my 
family,” says Charlotte, 31. “I am also 
starting a baking business called 
Charlotte’s Cake Company and want 
a bigger kitchen for all my 
equipment. The stamp duty changes 
have certainly made us keen to move 
sooner.”

The couple are selling their 
two-bedroom maisonette on the 
edge of Chiswick for £525,000 
through Winkworth. Call 020 8896 
0123.

On the move: Charlotte Parkinson, 
husband Chris and their baby son
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With fewer 
Londoners 
taking a 
summer 
holiday, the 
capital’s 
housing 
market saw 
its busiest 
July in over 
a decade
David Fell, 
Hamptons International
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From 715,000: 
flats at Woodberry 
Down, left, in N4, 
with townhouses 
from £1.5 million. 
Two reservoirs 
offer water sports
Flats from 
£880,000: right, 
250 City Road in 
EC1 overlooks 
Regent’s Canal 
which offers 
narrowboat trips 
and water yoga

Go wild swimming from your front door

Smart moves
 By David Spittles

Thinking of 
moving? 
Start your 
search on

O
PPORTUNITIES for 
summer water sports in 
London are more 
plentiful than many 
people realise. As well as 

the Thames, there are inland docks, 
lakes, canal basins and reservoirs 
where regeneration is opening up 
access to the water for recreation.

RESERVOIR KAYAKING
A new north-west London 
development, Hendon Waterside is 
being built alongside 170-acre Welsh 
Harp Reservoir, which is a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest and has a 
boating club. Boathouse Apartments 
is the latest phase, with 43 homes 
priced from £380,000. It’s a leafy 
setting, too, with woodland trails and 
a central linear green space. Sea 

Horse and Wembley sailing clubs are 
based at the reservoir, just five miles 
from Marble Arch, and both offer 
Royal Yachting Association courses 
as well as canoeing and kayaking. 
Call Barratt on 0330 057 6666.

WE ARE SAILING…
In Finsbury Park N4, Woodberry 
Down is a 5,500-home, 64-acre new 
neighbourhood bordering two giant 
reservoirs with boating clubs 
offering sailing and other water 
sports. A former filter house has 
been transformed into a visitor 
centre with old hydraulic machinery 
on display, while the Victorian 
pumping station has been converted 
into a popular climbing centre. 

The North London Sailing Centre 
operates from one of the reservoirs. 

Open water swimming is available, 
too, while a nature reserve with a 
“trim trail” for joggers has been 
created.

Seven new four-storey townhouses 
have been unveiled by developer 
Berkeley Homes. These homes come 
with a roof terrace plus balcony and 
a flexible interior space for home-
working. Prices from £1.5 million. 
Two-bedroom apartments cost from 
£715,000. Call 020 3811 2693.

ISLINGTON BOAT CLUB
You can paddle board along Regent’s 
Canal from Islington Boat Club, 
which offers water yoga, sailing 
classes and narrowboat trips. 
Looming over the canal basin is  
250 City Road, a new “quarter” of 
homes, offices, shops, bars and 

restaurants. Homes are set around 
landscaped courtyards and two acres 
of wifi-enabled gardens. Flats from 
£880,000. Call 020 3925 9905.

WILD SWIMMING IN STAINES
The prospect of wild swimming and 
scuba diving at Heron Lake 
cemented Claudia Mirci’s decision to 

buy a home at nearby London 
Square Staines upon Thames in 
TW18. “It’s a fantastic facility for me 
and my husband Claudio, who works 
in the City,” says Claudia, pictured 
left. “And you can’t beat living close 
to the river.” Staines Boat Club is a 
great local amenity, plus there is a 
riverside trail to Windsor. 

The high street project, by stylish  
developer London Square, has 
brought smart flats to the town 
centre. Four blocks are linked by 
courtyard gardens and there is a new 
square with shops and cafés as well 
as an on-site gym. Prices start at 
£364,000 and buyers are being 
offered £5,000 in John Lewis 
vouchers plus £1,500 towards legal 
fees. Call 01784 819179. Trains from 
Staines to Waterloo take 35 minutes.

AN EXTRA £15,750 stamp duty saving 
is on offer at Wickham Grange, 
above, a gated scheme of Tudor-style 
houses in the south London suburb of 
West Wickham. Together with the 
Government’s stamp duty holiday on 
the first £500,000, this amounts to a 
total saving of £30,750 when buying a 
£750,000 home at the scheme.

The four-bedroom houses of up to 
1,604sq ft have a family room, garden 
and integral garage. Nearby Bromley 
is the area’s main commercial centre. 
Trains from West Wickham reach 
central London in half an hour, while 
the proposed Bakerloo line extension 
is expected to reach this leafy spot 
bordering Kent. Call 020 8462 0360.

Join the canalside Grand Union 
FANS of The Who will know 
the band’s late drummer 
Keith Moon grew up in 
Alperton, north-west 
London, while the local Ace 
Café, a notable venue in 
post-war motorcycle 
culture, remains a shrine for 
rockers and bikers.

Grand Union, a new 
canalside neighbourhood of 
3,000 homes, aims to put 
Alperton on the map for 
many more people. It also 
brings 11 acres of green 
space and upgraded 

waterside pathways and 
cycle lanes. Alperton is 
well-connected, roughly six 
miles from Charing Cross 
and on the Piccadilly line. 
Nearby Stonebridge Park 
Overground station offers 
20-minute trains to Euston.

A third of the new homes 
are for middle- and 
low-income buyers and 
renters. Prices start at 
£425,000 for flats in Affinity 
Tower, above, the first 
phase. Call developer St 
George on 0808 1788 838.

TO ACTON, a densely built 
cheaper west London 
district in Zone 3, comes a 
leafy new neighbourhood 
called The Verdean.

The 990-home project 
brings two acres of open 
space with an outdoor 
gym, running track, 
basketball court, climbing 
wall, kitchen garden and 
allotments for residents to 
grow fruit and veg.

Carved up by train tracks 
and busy roads, Acton 
gives its name to seven 

stations and is full of 
young renters and buyers, 
while property prices are 
low enough to make the 
area Help to Buy territory.

Flats at The Verdean, 
below, start at £369,000, 
with completion due in 
2023. The site is close to 
the planned Crossrail/HS2 
interchange at Old Oak 
Common, which will cut 
journey times to the West 
End, City, Docklands and 
beyond. Call Mount Anvil 
on 020 3944 8648.

Double your stamp 
duty saving to £30k

Flats for sporty types in affordable Acton 
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Leaving Brussels was easy 
for a couple who turned a 
Victorian terrace house into 
the kind of modern space 
they love. By Sophie Vening

Inspired by 
Brussels: right, 
brightness was 
key to the kitchen 
transformation. 
The glazed side 
extension allows 
for dining and the 
window seat and 
large pivot door to 
the garden create 
a similar blend of 
lightness and 
modernity to that 
enjoyed so much 
by Christine and 
Tom, pictured 
below right, in 
their Belgian flat

From left: the 
view right through 
from living area to 
the garden at the 
back of the house 
is a masterclass in 
long, sleek 
sightlines; the 
garden sanctuary, 
with sauna, 
outdoor shower 
and seating; the 
garden sauna is 
compact yet 
luxurious — and 
using it has 
become a regular 
part of Tom and 
Christine’s lifestyle

Doing the 
Continental… 
in Hackney

R
ETURNING to their London 
terrace house after seven years 
in Belgium, Tom Bainbridge 
and Christine van Horen were 
considering selling up to buy a 

flat in a new local development, though 
they would be staying in Hackney. “In 
Brussels, we lived in a fourth-floor 
apartment and loved the elevation, light 
and convenience it offered,” explains 
Tom. 

Eventually,  the couple decided 
instead to stay put and transform their 
house. They have created a home that’s 
now bright and contemporary — like 
the Brussels property they left behind. 

Now that the development is com-
plete and all their desires have been 
achieved, Tom says they are glad they 
didn’t move after all.

The attractive mid-century Victorian 
terrace house had a wealth of potential, 
but it was long, narrow and dark with 
only two bedrooms on the first floor, 
plus a bathroom, “which would not be 
enough for a family in the future”. 

MAXIMISING POTENTIAL
Christine and Tom decided on a side 
extension to create an open, inviting 
kitchen; a mansard roof extension to 
add a bedroom, and to turn the shallow 
basement into a utility. 

“We sought to include an outbuilding 
at the bottom of the garden, looking 
back at the house, to create a courtyard 
feel. In terms of general aesthetic, we 
wanted something modern and light.”

Tom said they’d wanted a young, 
up-and-coming professional to get to 
grips with their project — someone with 
ambition and a great design pedigree. 
Fortunately, a friend was able to recom-
mend an ex-colleague who had set up 
his own architecture and interior 
design practice: step forward Patrick 
Abrams of Applied Studio. 

“Patrick’s enthusiasm for the project 
was obvious from the first design meet-
ing, and he brought with him some 

great ideas that complemented what 
we had in mind,” says Christine.

The renovation comprised the com-
plete overhaul of the ground floor. 
Abrams’ design stripped out all of the 
central structure of the house and 
added a glazed side extension, giving 
scope to create the open-plan kitchen 
and dining space that flows out into the 
garden, complete with a window seat 
and a large pivot door. 

WINDOWS ON THE WORLD
An office and entrance hallway at the 
front of the house are separated from 
the main living area by Crittall doors, 
providing views right through to the 
rear — a true masterclass in long, sleek 
sightlines.

In addition, a dramatic, frameless 
skylight sits over the refurbished stairs 
that lead up to the new, zinc-clad man-
sard extension where the main bed-
room en suite now resides. A large 
picture window, with storage seating 
underneath, makes the perfect reading 
spot up here. 

Externally, the home’s fenestration 
and window surrounds are black, beau-
tifully set off against the white finish of 

the neighbouring houses. “We spent a 
lot of time in Flanders where this is a 
popular look in modern designs,” 
explains Christine. “It was a style that 
we really liked and wanted to somehow 
replicate.” This contrast of dark and 
light is mimicked throughout the 
home’s interior, offering a clean, 
stripped-back aesthetic. 

The kitchen features bespoke black 
timber cabinetry, with custom-designed 
recessed bronze handles that contribute 
to keeping the finish in this room elegant 
and simple. The cabinetry is a design 
triumph, the dark units  contrasting with 
the rest of the pale storage, while those 
recessed handles mean the sleek lines 
of the zone are uninterrupted. 

The chevron-patterned granite 
kitchen floor tiles — also made bespoke 
— merge with the pale timber flooring 
that’s laid in the same configuration in 
the dining area. 

In this zone, open-plan to the kitchen, 
the external brick flows from outside 
in, above and below the glazed side 
extension. The kitchen picture window 
is a hugely successful feature, which the 
owners adore. “You can enjoy the gar-
den from the warmth and comfort of 

inside. If someone’s doing the washing 
up, you can also sit there and have a 
chat.” 

LIVING JUST HOW WE LIKE TO
To the rear of the newly landscaped 
garden is the couple’s enviable extra 
living space, their little slice of paradise 
designed for relaxation. Clad in black 
timber, it includes a compact yet luxu-
rious sauna, an outdoor shower and a 
space to sit and enjoy the garden. Mak-
ing use of the sauna has become a reg-
ular part of Tom and Christine’s routine.

The build costing of £420,000 has  
enabled them to live their lives in 
exactly the way they want to. 

“The real success of the house,” Tom 
says, “is the functionality throughout. 
We can enjoy a fire in the winter, soak 
up the sun in the kitchen in the morn-
ing, and exercise downstairs without 
leaving the house. 

“Having an outdoor shower first thing 
in the morning is probably the best bit, 
and a great way to start the day.”

GET THE LOOK
 ⬤ Architect and project manager: 

Applied Studio (applied.studio)
 ⬤ Sauna: Finnmark Saunas 

(finnmarksauna.com)
 ⬤ Contractor: Purbeck Blue 

(purbeckblue.co.uk)
 ⬤ Glazing: IQ Glazing (iqglassuk.com)
 ⬤ Kitchen worktops: Carrara Marble 

(carraramarble.co.uk)
 ⬤ Granite tiles: Pierre Bleue Belge 

(pierrebleuebelge.be) 
 ⬤ Wood-burning stove: Acquisitions 

of London (acquisitions.co.uk)
 ⬤ Crittall glazing: Fabco 

(fabcosanctuary.com)
 ⬤ En suite sanitaryware: Lusso 

(lussostone.com)
 ⬤ En suite towel radiator: Bisque 

(bisque.co.uk)
 ⬤ En suite tiles: Mandarin Stone 

(mandarinstone.com)

Photographs:  
Nicholas Worley

homesandproperty.co.uk powered by 



20
  

21

  



  22  WEDNESDAY 19 AUGUST 2020  EVENING STANDARD

Homes Property | Home design

T
HE oldest metal worked by 
man, copper now has a new 
relevance, and it’s all because 
of Covid-19: copper can kill 
the virus. Over 20 years, 

research by Professor Bill Keevil and his 
team at the University of Southampton 
has seen copper zap one bad bug after 
another, from Legionnaires’ Disease 
and MRSA to MERS and now they’ve 
proven a copper alloy with antimicrobial 
properties kills the current coronavirus 
in less than 10 minutes. 

Through the ages, copper has been 
used to create drinking vessels, sinks 
and even, reputedly, to heal wounds. 
“Touch points” can be where copper 
truly shines in design today — used for 
handles, switches, sockets, fingerplates 
and even taps that could transmit a 
virus. 

In Suffolk, Jim Lawrence’s large work-
force makes mainly lighting, with cop-
per wall switches from about £48, 
including dimmers plus 
socket/fingerplate (jim-law-
rence.co.uk). At Proper Cop-
p e r  i n  B r i g h t o n ,  K h a n 
Erkeksoy, Ed Moriarty and 
team turn copper tubing into 
funky handles priced from 
around £13, plus taps, pan 
racks, showers and towel 
rails (propercopperdesign.
com; 01273 973650). They 
say: “Copper is super-sus-
tainable. It can easily be 
melted and reused. Around 
80 per cent of copper going 
the rounds is recycled.”

Alternatively, a simple pull 
handle in aged copper costs 
about £14 from fittings and 
home decor special ists  
D o w s i n g  &  R e y n o l d s 
(dowsingandreynolds.com).

For safety outside the home, engi-
neers in Yorkshire have just devised the 
KeepSafe, a neat gadget that stops you 
touching any handle at all. It looks a bit 
like a keyring bottle opener with little 
levers and protruding prongs to open 
doors and bins, activate loos, press lift 
buttons and tap card machines and 
keyboards — all remotely. 

It even takes off bottle caps and is 
made from an antimicrobial copper 
alloy which will eliminate coronavirus 
in 10 minutes, as proven by the scien-
tists at Southampton Uni. The KeepSafe 
costs £9.50 plus £1.50 postage (thekeep-
safe.co.uk; 01751 432 355). Its makers 

say: “Our KeepSafe tool is not a substi-
tute for rigorous hand hygiene, but an 
extra weapon to fight an invisible 
enemy.”

Less strident than brass and brighter 
than bronze, copper is the darling of 
contemporary design, although copper 
finishes and lacquers are unlikely to be 
antibacterial. Tom Dixon, with studio, 
café and flagship at King’s Cross, made 
his trademark spherical light, simply 
called Copper, in 2005, later adding 
squashed and elongated forms. Tip-top 
tech known as vacuum metallisation 
harnesses a mega-charge of electricity 
to vaporise a thin strip of copper into a 
fine coating for a polycarbonate form 
(tomdixon.net). 

Historically, chefs have loved copper 
pans because they heat quickly and 
evenly. Top brand is Mauviel 1830 in 
Normandy. Its pans cost £200 to £300 
at Harrods (harrods.com) which also 
stocks Italy’s Ruffoni  label. More 
affordable is a huge copper  pan range 
at ProWare, from £50 for a  milk pan 
(proware-kitchen.co.uk). John Lewis 
does copper pans in its own-label pop-
ular Croft Collection (johnlewis.com).

When it comes to kitchen design, 
Charlie Smallbone, pioneer of painted 

cupboards 40 years ago, runs Ledbury 
Studio, facing cabinets with copper and 
other metals (ledburystudio.com). 
Helen Parker of deVOL Kitchens in 
Leicestershire suggest copper for work-
tops and splashbacks. “It’s glamorous 
in an understated way, soft and tactile 
and perfect with dark, moody colours,”  
she says (devolkitchens.co.uk; show-
rooms in EC1; 020 3879 7900). Kitchen 
maker Alex Main of The Main Company 
adds: “Acidic liquids react with copper 
to develop a patina and that rustic look” 
(maincompany.com; 01423 330451).

Metal workshops can make copper 
worktops and/or splashbacks. John 
White of Zinc and Copper Worktops 
clad London spires and roofs in copper 
and zinc, then 12 years ago fitted out a 
chic zinc bar, spawning a new business. 
From around £340 a metre (zincand-
copperworktops.co.uk; DIY kits from 
thekitchenzink.com).

Copper can be a bathroom stunner, too. 
Interior architects Michaelis Boyd spec-
ified copper baths made in Dorset by 
William Holland for Battersea Power 
Station, where 253 turn-key flats should 
be ready next year (michaelisboyd.com; 
williamholland.com). Retail price is 
about £4,830. Copper baths start at 
£3,598 at BC Designs, with a copper 
basin at £534 (bcdesigns.co.uk).

Find affordable copper accessories at 
Habitat and Wayfair and copper-faced 
sideboards at Swoon. 

This luxe-looking 
metal is a Covid 
killer. Bring a 
healthy, warm 
glow into your 
home, says  
Barbara Chandler

Find a good 
copper 

Right: Orrico 
copper hammered 
aluminium coffee 
table, £195 from 
Habitat (habitat.
co.uk)

Left: the Ruffoni 
range of copper 
pans at Harrods 
includes lidded 
stockpots from 
£345 (harrods.
com)

Left: copper baths from £3,598, with 
matching basins from £534 (bcdesigns.
co.uk); above, copper sink by The Main 
Company, where kitchens start at 
£25,000 (maincompany.com)

Left: Ivar copper 
and glass touch 
table lamp, £65 

(habitat.co.uk)
Inset left: Tom 

Dixon’s round 
Copper ceiling 

light, £290 
(johnlewis.com)


