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C
OUNTRYSIDE, canals 
and Crossrail loom 
large in our nature-
filled ramble through 
suburban south-west 
London to the Buck-
i n g h a m s h i r e  a n d 
Hertfordshire border-

lands, in the second instalment of our search 
for new homes along the London Outer 
Orbital Path — the “Loop”.

Our journey starts at Kingston Bridge, 
which crosses the Thames and joins the 
town centre to Hampton Court with its 
famous palace. Away from its busy commer-
cial centre and well-known bypass, Kingston 
benefits from two of London’s greatest assets 
in the form of the river and Royal Parks.

The great green tract of Richmond Park is 
a 2,500-acre primeval English landscape 
with oaks and deer-dotted grassland, while 
splendid Bushy Park, the second largest 
Royal Park at 1,100 acres, offers fishing and 
boating ponds, allotments, wildlife areas and 
four cricket clubs.

Before becoming a London borough in 
1964, the area formed part of Surrey. The 
county council still has its headquarters 
there and is the town’s largest employer. The 
shape of the original medieval village can 
still be seen in the fine old market square 
and the warren of surrounding streets and 
passages. Yet here, too, are John Lewis and 
Bentalls department stores.

PERFECT FOR WORKING FROM 
HOME — OR COMMUTING IN
Modern apartment blocks line a section of 
the prized waterfront. Charter Quay is a 
popular scheme off the market square with 
a piazza, homes, shops and restaurants plus 
the Rose Theatre, modelled on the original 
Tudor playhouse discovered in Southwark. 

Queenshurst is a recently completed 
scheme of 93 flats near all the retail action 
and train station. Homes overlook a central 
garden square and there is a gym, concierge, 
cinema room and wifi lounge for residents. 
Resales through Rightmove. Coming soon 

neighbours. Many of the houses sit in big 
plots but are outdated and ripe for redevel-
opment. Some have been turned into Foot-
ballers’ Wives-style mansions. Prices start 
at about £1.5 million but can reach more 
than £5 million. Coombe View is a new 
scheme of Georgian-style four- and five-bed-
room houses with golf course views. Prices 
from £1,825,000. Call Savills (020 8971 8111).

Past Bushy Park, the Loop marches 
through Hatton, home to London’s largest 
urban farm, then on to Hayes and Harling-
ton. This slice of suburbia has been shaped 
by proximity to Heathrow and the wider 
commercial zone, but there is a surprising 
amount of greenery in the form of lakes, 
playing fields and woodland. Grand Union 
Canal also snakes through this section of the 
Loop, with opportunities for watersports.

Confectioner Nestlé’s historic 30-acre 
factory complex is being transformed into 
a 1,386-home canalside neighbourhood 
moments from a new Crossrail station due 
to open in 2022. The factory’s impressive Art 
Deco façades and entrance are being 
retained, while original fixtures such as 
staircases, machinery and artefacts will be 
incorporated into the design of new “mid-
century modern” apartment blocks.

During its Fifties heyday, more than 2,000 
people worked at the factory. The site’s for-
mer Sandow Cocoa Works, which was the 
first place outside Switzerland to manufac-
ture Nestlé’s famous Milky Bar, is earmarked 
to become a community centre.

Amenities will include seven acres of green 
public space, a canoe club, gym, a mile-long 
trim trail and outdoor exercise areas, and 
the canal towpath is being upgraded. 

Renamed Hayes Village, flats cost from 
£346,000. Call Barratt on 0330 057 6666. 
Record company EMI’s former HQ in Hayes 
is also being redeveloped, into an 18-acre 
micro district. Called The Old Vinyl Factory, 
it has 630 homes alongside restored Art 
Deco buildings set to become boutiques, 
work studios, bars and cafés, a cinema and 
museum. Bluenote Apartments is being 
built right next door, with 111 homes and 
communal roof terraces. A show home 
opens later this month.  Prices from 
£340,000. Call Bellway on 020 8131 4763.

GOOD LOOKS MATTER 
IN UXBRIDGE
Waterside walking enthusiasts can continue 
along the canal path to Uxbridge, Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s parliamentary 
constituency. The area boasts two modern 
architectural masterpieces — brutalist 
Brunel University campus, which is a pop-
ular film and TV location, and Stockley Park, 
a listed business estate in 150 rolling acres.

Conversion of a listed post office in the 
town centre is delivering new homes. Hand-
some Windsor House dates back to the early 
20th century and comprises 33 apartments 
with curved bay windows and high ceilings. 
Prices from £259,995. Call Howarth Homes 
on 01895 454888.

Uxbridge’s former RAF base has become 
a new 1,340-home neighbourhood called St 
Andrew’s Park. The parkland setting 
includes Hillingdon House, a Victorian 
mansion and Battle of Britain bunker, now 
a museum. Developer Vinci St Modwen has 
unveiled The Dice, a good-looking scheme 
of 107 apartments with big balconies that 

New homes on the green 
loop around the city

David Spittles is 
your guide to new 
homes hotspots 
from riverside 
Kingston to the 
parklands of Elstree

HOMES & 
PROPERTY 
ONLINE
Visit our  
award-winning 
website at 
homesand 
property.co.uk

are 52 new homes by developer London 
Square in the leafy Crescent Road neigh-
bourhood. Visit londonsquare.co.uk to reg-
ister an interest. 

Coombe Park is a private gated estate 
sandwiched between two golf courses. 
Celebrities and rock stars have lived here in 
quiet splendour for years, unbothered by 
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overlook 37-acre Dowding Park. Prices from 
£346,950. Call 03300 586204.

The Loop continues along the canal to 
Harefield, famous for its pioneering heart 
hospital. This is as far west as you can travel 
without leaving London. Listed Harefield 
Place manor house dates back to Tudor 
times. During the Thirties, the eight-and-a-

SMART FLATS IN SOUTH OXHEY 
AND BOREHAMWOOD
Carpenders Park on the Euston to Watford 
arm of the Overground has long been a Cin-
derella suburb but is now being lifted from 
relative obscurity by regeneration, bringing 
more than 600 new homes, new parks and 
a revamped station precinct with new shops 
and restaurants.

Developer Countryside’s South Oxhey 
Central is just a two-minute walk from the 
station. The commute to Euston takes 32 
minutes. Prices start at £275,000 for a 
one-bedroom apartment. Help to Buy is 
available. Call 020 3909 9335.

Twentysomethings James and Taylor Lov-
eridge decided to buy their first home 
together here. They paid £280,000 for a 
one-bedroom flat, using Help to Buy. Both 
work in retail and were living with family in 
north London. “We wanted to be closer to 
nature and here we’re surrounded by it, yet 
the commute to central London is really 

quick,” says James, a Marks & Spencer store 
manager. Enough green belt wraps around 
this Hertfordshire commuter town to allow 
ponds, farms, wildlife reserves and country 
parks to flourish alongside private schools, 
equestrian centres, golf and tennis clubs.

Elstree & Borehamwood railway station, 
also in Herts, is 20 minutes out of St Pancras 
on the Thameslink service. The expanding 
Elstree Studios complex ensures a busy and 
varied flow of travellers and “reverse” com-
muters. BBC’s EastEnders is made there.

In its Fifties and Sixties heyday, Elstree 
Studios was the English version of Holly-
wood and the area still attracts celebrity 
home buyers. Simon Cowell grew up there 
— his father was an Elstree estate agent who 
sold homes to screen legends. But not all 
homes are big budget. Fairwood Place in 
Borehamwood town centre has 78 smart 
apartments. Two-bedroom flats, some with 
garden terraces and double-aspect balco-
nies, cost from £465,000. Call 020 8108 1030.

From £995,000: 
above left, luxurious 
apartments at 
Harefield Place, a 
converted former 
manor house and 
hospital in Ickenham
Above: four-and 
five-bedroom houses  
with golf course 
views at Coombe 
View in Kingston are 
priced from 
£1,825,000

Left: Taylor 
Loveridge bought 
her first flat with 
husband James at 
South Oxhey Central 
in Hertfordshire. By 
Countryside, prices 
start at £275,000. 
Help to Buy available
Right: with prices 
from £465,000, 
two-bedroom flats at 
Fairwood Place in 
Borehamwood town 
centre, Herts

Prized location: 
Charter Quay on the 

waterfront in  
Kingston combines 

homes, shops, 
restaurants, a piazza 

and a theatre, all in 
one attractive setting 

half-acre estate became a maternity hospital, 
and later a corporate headquarters. It has 
now been painstakingly restored and con-
verted into 25 luxury homes.

The gated estate has a driveway, sweeping 
lawns and a wellness centre with spa, gym, 
pool and tennis court. Nearby Ickenham 
Tube station is on the Piccadilly line. Prices 
from £995,000 to £1,695,000. Call Beau-
champ Estate on 020 7499 7722. 

On to delightful Moor Park, and a chance 
to escape into genuine countryside and 
enchanting woodland. This commuter sub-
urb east of Rickmansworth was created by 
the Metropolitan Railway Company in the 
interwar period and takes its name from a 
magnificent 18th-century Palladian man-
sion, now a clubhouse for a prestige golf 
course. 

Gin’n’jag mansions as well as Thirties 
semis set in wide avenues are the homes of 
note in this leafy but well-connected back-
water.
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A
T FIRST glance a squat little 
house in the back streets of 
Bermondsey seems an 
unlikely candidate to be 
named as one of London’s 

architectural highlights.
But after an award-winning 

£100,000 facelift, the 860sq ft former 
council home is a masterclass in how 
to make a small space feel generous. 
It will be one of the buildings to open 
its doors, alongside the Royal Opera 
House and a fully operational 
windmill, during this year’s Open 
House Festival, which starts 
tomorrow.

In normal years more than 250,000 
people use Open House to get inside 
buildings that are usually off-limits to 
the public. In this very-far-from-
normal year there are fewer buildings 
to explore and more emphasis on 
online events and guided walks. 

However, for those who want to get 
out and about — with masks and hand 
sanitiser at the ready — and whose 
greatest joy is nosing around other 
people’s homes, there are still gems 
on offer.

Anamaria Pircu, co-founder of 
VATRAA Architecture, was unfazed 
when she was called in last year to 
remodel the little ex-council house in 
Bermondsey. “We like buildings 
which look like they don’t have 
potential,” she said. “There is always 
something to work with.” The inside 
of the house was even worse than its 
nondescript exterior suggested, with 
lurid wallpaper, a faux stone-clad 
feature wall, dated built-in furniture 
and a bottle green kitchen. 

Since the house is part of a terrace 
few changes could be made to its 
front façade. But inside Pircu and her 
team rethought the layout to enlarge 
the master bedroom, incorporated 
better storage and increased the 
feeling of space by taking down the 
ceilings to expose the joists. The 
décor has been stripped back to 
basics with whitewashed wood floors 
and bare plasterwork on the walls — a 
cost-effective, stylishly industrial 
option that adds texture to the space 
and gives a great backdrop for 
artworks and furniture.

FROM A STABLE BLOCK  
TO A FAMILY HOME
For a home right at the other end of 
the Grand Designs scale, head to Kew 
to marvel at how a Victorian stable 
block has been converted into a 
modern family house. 

The ramshackle brick stables and 
adjacent garages were converted by 

architects Piercy & Company into a 
courtyard house with two parallel 
wings linked by a glass walkway. It is 
clad in panels of dramatically rusting, 
perforated weathered steel. 

The industrial theme continues 
inside, with concrete floors and a red 
metal central staircase, while the 
basement has been converted into a 
huge playroom accessed from the 
ground floor by a wooden slide. 

The property is more than four 
times the size of the Bermondsey 
house and the project cost almost 
£1 million to complete.

A COURTYARD THEME
On Clerkenwell Green there is the 
chance to visit another take on the 
courtyard house theme, by Paxton 
Locher Architects. Tucked away on 
an awkward backlands site and 
hemmed in by its neighbours, the 
windowless house gets its light from 
above with the help of a motorised 
skylight that transforms part of 
kitchen into a courtyard open to the 
elements.

TWO UP, TWO DOWN
In Camberwell, Julia Hamson, who 
has just set up her own practice,  
4S Architecture, and video game 
developer Alex Dowdeswell are 
preparing to show off their revamped 
Victorian two up, two down home.

The couple bought the house in 
2014 and the first phase of the work 
involved reconfiguring the top floor, 
taking space from the over-large 
bathroom to create a third bedroom 
that’s now used by their daughter. 

The more ambitious phase two 
began last spring, when the couple 
had a large rear extension built with a 
zigzag roofline. At its highest point 
the roof is around 14ft tall. The couple 

Thinking of 
moving? Start 
your search on

‘New normal’ 
Open House 
in London
Your chance to be inspired by architect 
designed homes and sneak into New 
Scotland Yard. By Ruth Bloomfield 

were able to get away with this by 
agreeing with their neighbours, who 
were also doing an extension, to build 
a continuous roofline along the two 
homes. 

“Internally it gives us a lot of head 
height which is important because 
Alex is 6ft 4ins tall,” said Hamson. 
“The house is long and thin, but this 
made it feel so much bigger.”

The kitchen/dining room is also full 
of clever space-saving ideas, from the 
coffee station hidden within a line of 
tall cabinets in the dining room, to 

the projector installed on top of the 
cabinets, which the couple use to 
screen children’s films on the 
opposite wall — meaning they don’t 
need a wall-mounted TV set.

The £160,000 project took five 
months to complete and added some 
140sq ft to the house.

THERE ARE PLENTY MORE 
FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS
Other must-see properties to enjoy 
during this year’s Open House 
include New Scotland Yard, home of 
the Metropolitan Police on Victoria 
Embankment, while after six months 
of darkness, the Royal Opera House is 
also opening its doors. Visitors will be 
granted access to the world-famous 
stages, with the essential opportunity 
to take a selfie on stage. 

In the suburbs you could visit 
Keston Windmill in Bromley, a 
fabulous working mill which dates 
from 1716. Or you could go 
subterranean and take a tour of the 
fantastical grotto built by the poet 
Alexander Pope (1688-1744) when he 
lived in Twickenham. 

 ⬤ For information on this year’s Open 
House London, which starts tomorrow, 
and to book visits, see openhouselondon.
open-city.org.uk

A grand design: 
left and right, a 
must-see in Kew, 
Piercy & Company 
architects 
converted a 
ramshackle 
former Victorian 
stable block and 
adjacent garages 
into a strikingly 
modern family 
house with two 
wings linked by a 
glass walkway

Super-smart: extension with zigzag roofline at revamped Victorian home in Camberwell of 4S Architecture founder, Julia Hamson
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HE small Cornish fishing 
village of St Mawes has a 
mighty reputation. It sits at 
the end of the Roseland 
Peninsula on the county’s 

south coast, with picture-perfect rows 
of pastel-painted cottages, a mild 
microclimate and some of the finest 
sailing waters in the British Isles.

This summer Which? magazine 
crowned it best UK coastal town.  
“St Mawes has always been exclusive,” 
says Mark Wilson, director of local 
estate agents, H Tiddy. “It is quiet, 
friendly and chilled with two pubs 
and two high-quality hotels. It is not 
overly commercial but has one of 
everything you need, from chemists 
to a supermarket and deli. 

“It is surrounded by National Trust 
land, steeped in history with a castle 
dating back to Henry VIII and best of 
all, it has the deepest sailing waters in 
Carrick Roads, the estuary of the 
River Fal.”

Offering wonderful coastal walks and 
gentle beach life, the peninsula is an 
area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and families return year after year, 
says Chris Clifford of Savills Cornwall.

“Second home buyers often have an 
emotional connection to St Mawes. 
It’s safe, somewhere children can run 
free, jump off the harbour wall or 
learn to sail. Families love the 
beaches which are generally quieter 
than those on the north coast.” 

Property ranges from studio flats for 
£250,000 up to £4 million for trophy 
waterfront homes, but supply is tight. 
The average house price across the 
peninsula is £450,000 but it’s double 

that in St Mawes. “Buyers priced out 
of St Mawes look to Fowey, Polruan or 
Portscatho as well as Mevagissey and 
Looe where you get a lot more bang 
for your buck,” says Chris Clifford. 
These are waterfront towns and 
villages on the south coast, all east of 
St Mawes. Savills has a five-bedroom 
modern house in Polruan at £850,000 

and a two-bedroom house in Fowey, 
an ideal holiday let or lock-and-leave 
second home, for £450,000. 

Back in St Mawes, a three-bedroom 
converted chapel with sea and 
harbour views is £850,000 and a 
three-bedroom semi looking towards 
St Anthony’s Lighthouse is £690,000, 

both with H Tiddy, where Mark 
Wilson adds: “With excellent 
public and private schools and 
quick connections to London by 
train and plane, people can 
have a top-quality lifestyle 
in South Cornwall.”

 ⬤ savills.com
 ⬤ htiddy.co.uk

KAREN RICHARDS, inset below, 
and her husband, David, bought 
a waterfront house in St Mawes 
16 years ago and it has been a 
much-loved holiday home ever 
since for them and their three 
now-adult children.

David’s motor sports career, 
ranging from professional rally 
driver to chairman of Aston 
Martin, meant frequent overseas 
travel but Karen ensured the 
family was fully immersed in  
St Mawes’ close-knit community.

“St Mawes is magical and has 
changed very little over time,” 
she says. “From the fireworks at 
Christmas to summer regattas, 
this is a unique and sociable 
place where we all know and 
look out for each other.” 

In 2013 the couple bought and 
refurbished The Idle Rocks 
(idlerocks.com; rooms, £150-
£450 per night), now a 20-room 
Relais & Châteaux hotel with an 
acclaimed chef. “I want the hotel 

to be a home from home, 
comfortable, relaxed 

and welcoming,” says 
Karen. “I love 
introducing people to 
this special place.” 

Her elegant design 
includes rich  

GP & J Baker 
fabrics and 

vintage 
furniture.

A PLACE TO STAYA hot Cornish favourite 
for home buyers

The scramble is on for 
 holiday homes in the UK. 

Cathy Hawker visits  
award-winning St Mawes
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Surrey homes with a 
super-cool heritage 

Smart moves
 By David Spittles 

OVERLOOKING 200-acre 
Walthamstow Wetlands, 
Blackhorse Mills, right, is a new 
micro neighbourhood aimed at 
renters looking for a healthy 
work-life balance.

Insurance giant L&G is the force 
behind this development of 479 
flats in five low-rise pavilion 
buildings, with copious outdoor 
landscaping and a package of 
amenities. Flexible pet-friendly 
tenancies cost from £1,255 to 
£3,120 per month for periods of 
between six months and five 

years. Renters can choose fit-out 
options and decorate their home 
however they like. They also have 
the reassurance of renting from a 
socially responsible landlord.

The project is perfect for 
Covid-era lifestyles, with the 
accent on home working, 
wellbeing and leisure. All flats 
have a generous outside private 
space and come with ultra-fast 
fibre connectivity.

There’s an outdoor heated 
swimming pool with sunbeds, a 
tennis court, rooftop shuffleboard 

courts and a terrace. Inside are 
lounges and meeting rooms, 
shared workspaces, a café and 
microbrewery. An on-site 
management team deals with 
maintenance issues and there is a 
concierge. 

Steady improvements, including 
a town centre facelift, new cafés, 
late bars and a farmers’ market 
are encouraging people to settle 
in this good-value Zone 3 area. 
The scheme is a five-minute walk 
from Blackhorse Road Tube on the 
Victoria line. Call 020 3928 2880.

NEW HOMES have come out of the deep 
freeze at the former Birds Eye HQ site in 
Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.

The food giant’s iconic Sixties offices 
have been bulldozed to make way for 
Walton Court Gardens, above, comprising 
375 apartments and townhouses, but a 
central listed building on the six-acre 
estate has been saved.

Architect Broadway Malyan’s new 
design, of low-rise blocks set around 
garden squares and courtyards with pools, 
is a reinterpretation of the original’s crisp, 
geometric forms. A listed sculpture, 
Leaping Bird, created to reinforce the 
Birds Eye brand, has survived and will be 
reinstated at the entrance to the 
development. The address is Station 

Avenue, which explains why the homes 
are likely to strike a chord with London 
commuters. There are four trains an hour 
to Waterloo, taking just 26 minutes. 

Back in 1961, the Birds Eye base was one 
of the first corporate campuses to be built 
outside London, bringing together all its 
staff in one leafy location close to rail, road 
and airports. That has resonance today, as 
Covid-19 could trigger office relocations to 
the suburbs. Picturesque, riverside 
Walton-on-Thames, popular with yachties, 
is known for its elegant, single-span 
bridge across the river, opened in 2013. 
Walton’s previous bridges were famously 
painted by Canaletto and JMW Turner.

Walton Court Gardens prices start at 
£324,950. Call 01932 282640.

WITH a central garden surrounded by 
elegant, listed Georgian houses, Clapton 
Square has a different feel to the gritty 
Hackney heartland, while Clarence 
Mews, right, a boutique flats scheme on 
the site of an old workshop, is in the 
conservation area and boasts an 
architecturally fitting London stock brick 
façade. Interiors of the five flats are 
industrial-chic in style, with metalwork 
detailing and Plykea plywood kitchens.

Arrival is via a feature brick arch and 
all homes have  terraces and courtyards. 
Prices from £490,000 to £775,000. Call 
Dexters on 020 7749 3810.

FLEXIBLE RENTING IN GOOD-VALUE ZONE 3

Boutique-style Hackney
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A PROPERTY revolution is promised 
for London from this month, in the 
shape of Offr, a tech platform that can 
facilitate wholly online transactions.

Appearing as a button on estate 
agents’ websites and free to use, Offr 
aims to make deals faster and more 
transparent. Click on the button for a 
one-stop shop with a mission to enable 
people to buy, sell, lease or rent with 
one click, whether it’s a traditional res-
idential property, new build, commer-
cial property or an auction transaction. 

“The stress, uncertainty and longevity 
of buying and selling property are just 
products of an outdated system,” says 
Robert Hoban, founder and chief exec-
utive. “We made it our goal to address 
these problems.” 

The creation of Hoban, fellow property 
expert Philip Farrell and tech guru Niall 
Dawson, Offr works alongside tradi-
tional estate agents as “the perfect 
blend of online delivery alongside the 
human advisory side of buying a prop-
erty”, says Hoban. “Go online with the 
things that should go online. Have 
estate agents as professional advisers 
for the rest”. 

The first benefit of this collaborative 
approach is speed. Selling your home 
in a normal world takes an average 
seven months. By digitalising over 85 
per cent of the processes, Offr’s plat-
form for agents, buyers, sellers and 
solicitors cuts this down to three. Even 
Covid-19 didn’t get in its way. While 
traditional sales were locked down, Offr 
— already successful in Ireland — ena-
bled the first, fully remote property 
transaction on March 24.

Secondly, buyers and sellers get more 
control and visibility of the transaction. 
At the moment, the only part of the 
process you can do from home is to 
search for a property. After that, you 
have to call or email an agent to book a 
viewing or make an offer. Then you have 
to rely on them to act swiftly in your 
best interest, as well as manage all the 
other stakeholders in the process. 

Using Offr, confirmed viewings are 
booked online and the seller is auto-
matically notified. Offers can only be 
submitted online once proof of funds 
is guaranteed, eradicating time wasters 
from the system. All offers are logged 
and automatically sent to the seller with 

any conditions highlighted, allowing 
the seller to pick the one best for them.

In-built tools can prepare the sales 
contract and Offr’s dashboard tracks 
everyone’s progress. The system also 
allows for legal documents to be shared 
securely, the deposit paid quickly using 

Stripe’s online payment system, the 
contracts signed digitally from any 
location in the world— and all within 
an average of 22 days compared to the 
normal 64. 

You can, of course, still view the prop-
erty in person and speak to a local agent 

about the area, the property and the 
buying process — online viewings and 
wholly online transactions are not for 
everyone. But by automating many of 
the mundane parts of a property trans-
action, agents have more time to sup-
port, advise and negotiate on behalf of 
their clients. This additional support is 
especially valuable for nervous first-
time buyers, daunted by London’s 
expensive property market. 

So how do you access it? Offr launched 
less than a year ago in Ireland. Despite 
its youth, its obvious benefits for the 
property sector have seen it embraced 
by leading estate agents across the 
country, with more than 100 companies 
already signed up. Solicitors are also 
jumping on board, tired of the opaque 
traditional system that often leaves 
their clients frustrated — and the solic-
itor blamed for any hold-up. 

The Offr button is starting to appear 
on estate agents’ websites in London 
from this month. Just click on the icon, 
set up your account and you are good 
to go. Alternatively, you can go direct to 
offr.io and join the website to search 
through all the available properties 
there. 

Sarah and Theo used Offr recently to 
buy their new home in South Dublin. 
“Offr took the pain out of the purchase,” 
says Sarah. “The Offr system was incred-
ibly transparent and cut the time by 
weeks.”

Do the whole deal online in half the time
A new free tech platform in London 
lets you buy or sell your home online 
from start to finish. Sara Yates reports

A
LA

M
Y

Fast movers: make an offer, pay the deposit and sign the contract, all online with Offr 

homesandproperty.co.uk powered by 
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F
U L L o f  s u r p r i s e s , 
Simon and Victoria 
P ro c to r ’s  h o m e  i n 
S h e p h e r d ’s  B u s h , 
where they live with 
children Max, 14, and 
Phoebe, 19, appears 
from the outside to be 

an unassuming Victorian terrace house. 
Once you’re inside, however, it changes 
character. For starters, it offers an intriguing 
choice of routes when you first walk in. 

The first is straightforward. The front door 
opens on to a long, narrow hall where you 
might be tempted to peek at family photos 
elegantly occupying a rectangle of wall 
space. Another route comes into view half-
way down the hall, where a staircase lures 
you into a lower-ground floor, double-height 
dining area that flows into a galley kitchen, 
then a living area. Together these form an 
open-plan, light-filled space. Daylight floods 
both the dining area, via tall windows, and 
the living room, thanks to doors to the gar-
den and a huge skylight. 

Alternatively, in the hall you can walk 
straight ahead, then turn right into a boxy 
sitting room set above the kitchen. This has 
two large internal windows with views of the 
dining and living areas below. 

Architect Charles Barclay, who radically 
remodelled the ground floor and basement 
and made changes elsewhere, including 
refurbishing the upstairs bedrooms and 
bathrooms, describes this space as “a sound-
proofed booth for the Proctors’ children to 
watch TV and play video games”. 

With an air of being slightly detached from 
the rest of the house, it looks like a futuristic 
pod where teenagers can feel independent. 
No messy teenage den, it feels grown-up, 
furnished with a handsome grandfather 
clock and cowhide rug. But it’s fun, not 
stuffy, with a gold tree trunk-shaped stool 
and folksy, fluoro-bright cushions bearing 
motifs that make you think of paintings by 
Mexican artist Frida Kahlo. 

Beyond this room are two staircases. The 
nearer one, rising to the bedrooms upstairs, 
is original, while the other, leading to the 
living area below, was rebuilt and enlarged. 
“We’ve lived here since 2001 and, after a few 

years, wanted to move to a bigger house 
nearby,” recalls Simon, who works for an 
events company. “We like our street but 
couldn’t find a house that suited our needs.” 
Around 2013, their neighbours installed a 
basement but this went disastrously wrong, 
causing subsidence in the Proctors’ house. 

“Something urgently had to be done to 
repair this but it also provided an opportu-
nity to remodel the house’s interior,” says 
Victoria. “We knew, if we were to continue 
living here, that the house would need to be 
redesigned, not just tinkered with.” In 2016, 
they asked Barclay, who has his own practice 
in Brixton, to take on the job, having been 
impressed by his work on a friend’s house.

The original layout of the Proctors’ home 
had many limitations, Barclay points out: 

An intriguing 
route around  
a house full  
of surprises
Emergency work to fix subsidence was the 
perfect opportunity to remodel a Victorian 
terrace house, providing contemporary, 
family-friendly space. By Dominic Lutyens

Spectacular: part of the front living room and floor were removed, 
creating a double-height dining area below, visible from the hall and 
accentuated by a bright, wall-hung rug and feature LED pendant lamp

Photographs:
Juliet Murphy
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and the floor supporting it. This resulted in 
a spectacular double-height space, now vis-
ible from the hall. The dining area’s height 
is accentuated by an emerald green wall-
hung rug picturing a prowling leopard, and 
a planet-like pendant lamp studded with 
LED lights. The upper floors were also refur-
bished, while a roof extension was added at 
the back of the house, providing Victoria 
with a dressing room/study. 

Complementing the predominantly white 
interiors are minimalist touches. The stair-
case leading upstairs was — to use Barclay’s 
expression — “de-Victorianised” by replac-
ing its fussy banister with a simple wall and 
an American black walnut handrail. 

The Proctors are big fans of contemporary 
design and art and appreciate colour and 
pattern as much as neutrality and simplicity. 
There are witty artworks in the dining area, 
including Joanne Tinker’s miniature goblets 
made of sweet wrappers, and rich surfaces 
in the living room include a marble-lined 
recess framing a wood-burning stove.

Minimalism and straight lines are tem-
pered by playful pop touches and opulent 
finishes in this redesigned, unified home.

 ⬤ Architect: Charles Barclay 
(cbarchitects.co.uk)

 ⬤ Builder: Hoxon (hoxon.co.uk)
 ⬤ Structural engineer: Michael 

Baigent Orla Kelly (mbok.co.uk)
 ⬤ Engineered oak flooring and 

porcelain floor tiles: Paolo 
Interiors (paolointeriors.co.uk)

 ⬤ Bifold doors leading to the 
patio: Fineline Aluminium 
(finelinealuminium.co.uk)

 ⬤ Wood-burning stove in the 
living room: Mendip Stoves 
(mendipstoves.co.uk)

 ⬤ Marble-lined wood-burner 
recess: Paolo Interiors (as before)

 ⬤ Raimond pendant lamp in the 
dining room: Moooi (moooi.com)

 ⬤ Glass sideboard in the dining 
room: Glas Italia (chaplins.co.uk)

 ⬤ Sofa in the sitting room: 
Camerich (camerich.co.uk)

 ⬤ Cushions in the living room: 
Timorous Beasties 
(timorousbeasties.com)

 ⬤ Wall-hung rug in the dining 
room: The Rug Company 
(therugcompany.com)

 ⬤ Artworks: Joanne Tinker 
(joannetinker.co.uk) and  
Myung Nam An  
(cube-gallery.co.uk)

Left: light floods the new basement kitchen-living-dining room from tall windows, a large 
skylight and glass doors to the garden; above, Simon Proctor and son Max in the basement living 
area; below, Max and sister Phoebe’s “soundproof pod” sitting room is great for video gaming 

WHAT IT COST

GET THE LOOK

Cost of house  
in 2001:

£440,000

Cost of redesign:  
in excess of 

£500,000 

Value of house now:  
in excess of 

£2 MILLION

“The living room was on the ground floor at 
the front of the house, while the kitch-
en-cum-dining space occupied a basement 
at the back, accessed by inconveniently steep 
stairs. The family mostly hung out in the 
kitchen and the living room was rarely used.” 
Beneath the living room, a cellar with a low 
ceiling was used only for storage.

Victoria had long wanted an interconnected 
living-dining room and kitchen on one level, 
linked to the back garden. This formed the 
basis of the couple’s brief to Barclay, along 
with the need to stabilise and repair the 
house. However, Barclay’s proposal came as 
a surprise. He’d drawn a sketch transforming 
the cellar and dining area into a continuous, 
open-plan basement from the front to the 
back of the house, which would involve 
excavation to increase its ceiling height. 

While using a basement extension to fix a 
house damaged by one seemed at first to be 
counterintuitive, Victoria says: “Charles 
showed us a physical model of his design, 
which convinced us to go ahead.” Barclay 
also suggested removing the part of the 
living room nearest the front of the house 

Behind closed doors: the Proctor family’s 
Victorian terrace house in Shepherd’s Bush, 
west London, presents an unexpected picture 
of expertly reconfigured living space inside


