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Hygge pioneer Niki Brantmark’s 
relaxed, rustic-style home 

rustic figure

tHis space-age, semi-circular property 
will sweep you off your feet
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An eco-friendly 
home in An 
innovAtive new 
community wAs 
A must for this 
couple, sAys 
AndreA deAn

Purchase price
 for a four-bed 
custom built 

house: £475,000
5% deposit: 

£23,750
20 per cent Help to 
Buy loan: £95,000
Mortgage: approx 

£1,421 pcm
TOTAL MONTHLY 
SPEND: approx 

£1,421

do the 
MATHS

G
reg Simmonds, 26, and 
Jonny Stiff, 35, rented in 
Oxford for years before 
deciding that it was time to 
purchase their first home. 

excellent transport links were a top 
priority as greg, a research manager for 
a supermarket, commutes to Holborn 
and Jonny – who works in legal 
compliance and data protection for an 
airline – is based near Heathrow. 

Although they weren’t consciously 
looking for a new-build, early in their 
property search Jonny discovered 
graven Hill in Bicester, a community of 
one-off self-build, low-energy custom-
build homes where buyers have as 
much – or as little – input into the 
overall design as they wish. After doing 
some research, it quickly became clear 
that it would be ideal. ‘We were 
previously renting a 
Victorian terraced 
house which was 
dark and had rooms 
that we didn’t use,’ 
says Jonny. 

‘At graven Hill, we 
were blown away 
by the light and airy 
feel of the custom-
build homes. They 
were so different from what we were 
used to in terms of openness and 
modernity and each has its own 
distinctive edge, which is something we 
really love about living here. 

‘We viewed the site in April, and by 
May we’d chosen a plot and made the 
purchase. everything felt right and 
thankfully we only had to wait until 
September to move in. 

‘Bicester is perfect for both our 
commutes: I can hop on the M40 
junction which is a few minutes’ drive, 
and greg walks to Bicester Village 
station, which is 45 minutes on the 
train to Marylebone. 

‘As well as buying a house, we’ve 
bought a 20-minute lie-in every 
morning and 20 minutes more to 
ourselves in the evenings compared to 
when we lived in central Oxford, so it’s 
money well spent!’

They secured their four-bed, 1,521sq ft 
home through Help to Buy, which only 
requires a five per cent deposit, and 
contributes 20 per cent of the cost as an 
equity loan that’s interest-free for five 
years and doesn’t have to be repaid 
until the property is sold. 

‘It’s been really helpful not just in 
allowing us to buy, but in having just 

enough left over for furniture and other 
bits and bobs to really make the house 
feel like ours,’ continues Jonny. 

‘Although we actually bought when 
the opportunity to customise had 
passed, the people who had 
chosen the layout and 
materials thankfully 
had great taste, and 
we’re more than 
happy. Having a 
blank canvas to 
put our stamp on 
has been really 
exciting. We’ve 
become fast 
friends with John 
Lewis, Made and 
Habitat, and quickly 
discovered that 
Japandi (a hydbrid of 
Japanese and Scandi 
design) is definitely our style.’

So what are their favourite things 
about the house? ‘We’ve found the inner 
eco warrior within ourselves, and the 
Passivhaus certification is a real badge 
of honour. Triple glazing and insulation 
mean it’s super-quiet and warm at any 
time of day, and we’re saving loads on 
bills compared to the creaky old house 

we used to live in. We didn’t realise, but 
the heat recovery system means we get 
much less dust, since it constantly 
filters the air – so one less chore, too! 

‘We’d recommend purchasing a 
custom build home at graven 

Hill to anyone. even 
though the site is still 

young, an amazing 
community has 
already been 
established. It’s a 
place that breeds 
creativity and 
individualism, 
full of unique yet 
like-minded 

people that are as 
diverse as the 

houses they live in.’
graven Hill will 

eventually comprise 1,900 
self-build and custom build 

homes in green space. The custom build 
houses are extremely energy-efficient 
and buyers reserving early can 
personalise layouts and interior 
finishes. Prices from £315,000 for a two-
bed terrace. A four-bed detached house, 
similar to greg and Jonny’s is £475,000.

■ gravenhill.co.uk

‘We’ve bought a house 
... and longer lie-ins!’

Custom build: Purchasers can choose layout and 
materials for their eco-homes amid vast green space

 Dream commute: Jonny  
 and Greg’s Bicester  
 home is ideally  
 situated for work 

first-time buyer
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a recipe for 

 A
s a private personal assistant 
to a-listers including F1 
supremo Bernie Ecclestone, 
Queen Noor of Jordan and Us 
songwriter Maegan Cottone, 

Lucy Cooper had access to a lifestyle 
most of us can only dream of. But it was 
only when she came across Bartlett’s 
Farmhouse, a crumbling Grade II*-listed 
Georgian home near the village of 
arborfield in rural Berkshire, that she 
was able to combine her true, twin 
passions: conservation and cakes. 

Here, just five miles from Wokingham 
but surrounded by unspoilt countryside, 
her five-year restoration project has 
transformed the former farmhouse into 
her dream family home, with 4,200sq ft 
of flowing living space for her, husband 
Graeme, 48, and their children: Grace, 15, 
and Charles, 13. It’s also the site of The 
Cake College, where she teaches 
enthusiastic home bakers how to create 
delicate floral icing swirls, cake toppers 
and everything in between. ‘I have 

loved to bake and decorate since 
childhood, when my mother and 
grandmother taught me,’ Lucy, 43, says. 
‘I always knew I wanted to do something 
with cakes, but not as a professional 
decorator and instead share my skills. 
The obsession with shows such as The 
Great British Bake Off means our 
classes are always popular.’

a huge extension, added in 2014, 
created a 34ft x 15.5ft vaulted-ceiling 
kitchen. as soon as the breakfast plates 
are cleared away, Lucy can whip out a 
large, bespoke tabletop to perch atop 
their own and welcome in her students, 
ranging teenagers to 90-year-olds. 

The foundation of the college, though, 

was simply the final part of the 
painstakingly planned renovation. 
When the Coopers bought Bartlett’s 
back in 2011 – they got it for a cut-price 
£550,000 – their first goal was simply to 
save it from decaying. 

‘Graeme lived in the area as a child and 
remembered cycling past this beautiful 
farmhouse, once part of the grand 
swallowfield Park estate,’ Lucy says. ‘all 
those years later, when we were living 
in Buckinghamshire in an unattractive, 
modern house, we were desperate for a 
historic project – and then discovered 
the farmhouse was for sale.’ 

The house had been derelict for ten 
years, and on the market for two, as 
buyers were reluctant to take on  
such a huge job. 

‘We knew this was the only way we 
were ever going to get that dream 
Georgian home,’ adds Lucy. 

she describes the process as a ‘real 
adventure’. But it was also daunting: 
they had renovated properties before, 
but had never tackled anything on this 
scale. ‘We didn’t even bother getting a 
survey done,’ Lucy says. 

‘We knew it needed absolutely 
everything doing to it.’

Their initial budget was £200,000, just 
to make the place ‘vaguely habitable’. 
The house was in such a parlous state, 
you could stand in the once -imposing, 
panelled hallway and look up through 

Icing on the 
top: The 
open-plan 
kitchen/
living space 
has a vaulted 
ceiling space, 
home to 
Lucy’s Cake 
College 
classes

Family business: Graeme, Grace, Charles and Lucy. 
Right: The neutral palette is a theme throughout

once a near-ruin, 
this farmhouse is 
now home to a 
family and their 
baking business, 
says emma wells
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■ Lucy chose her classic wooden 
kitchen at Handmade Kitchens Direct, 
in Christchurch, Dorset, which has 
hundreds of styles on offer (right). You 
buy a one-door base cabinet in solid 
tulipwood, solid oak and oak veneer, at 
600mm wide and 870mm high, from 
£299, then you fit and paint it yourself. 
handmadekitchens-direct.co.uk 

CREATE THE CLASSIC FARMHOUSE LOOK

 Acres of space: The  
 farmhouse is set in  

 1.4acres of land 

three storeys to the sky above. In 
some parts of the house, there were 
no floors at all and ivy had crept in 
through the windows of the dining 
room, threatening to reclaim it to 
nature. Amazingly, though, the home 
still had its original shutters, window 
seats and even fireplaces, albeit 
hidden behind ugly 1970s versions.

Graeme, who works in the energy 
industry, called on his building and 
construction management degree, 
taking on much of the work himself  
to save money. Although specialist 
craftspeople repaired the roof, with 
reclaimed tiles, and rebuilt the 
traditional lime plaster walls, Graeme 
did all the plumbing in the three main 
bathrooms, installed and painted the 
oak-lined kitchen units and added 
underfloor heating, provided by a 
ground source heat pump. ‘We wanted 

to make the house as energy efficient 
as possible, despite its 16th-century 
origins,’ Lucy says. 

Because of Bartlett’s 
Grade II* listing, the 
local conservation 
officer wouldn’t let 
them add solar 
panels, but they 
have upped the 
house’s eco-
credentials 
elsewhere,  
with a pair  
of electric car-
charging points. 

During the main 
renovations, the young 
family lived in a caravan 
in the 1.4acre grounds for a year, 
not wanting to spend their restoration 
resources on rent. ‘It was definitely a 

lot of fun in the summer,’ Lucy says, 
‘but by winter, we were all having a 
sense of humour failure.’ 

Finally, after five years – 
during which they worked 

on one or two rooms  
at a time as they 
replenished their 
budget – they 
completed the home. 

Today, behind the 
duck-egg blue, six-
panel front door, 
featuring its original 

Doric pilasters and 
fanlight, sit five 

bedrooms and five 
receptions, with a light, 

airy, contemporary look that’s 
a perfect counterpoise to the 

home’s historic hallmarks. 
Although Lucy admits DIY is not her 

forte (making up for it with a ready 
supply of cookies and lemon-drizzle 
cake for Graeme and the craftsmen), 
she took on the interior design of the 
home with relish. ‘With high ceilings 
and huge sash windows, the house’s 
dimensions were so wonderful to work 
with. I don’t like fussy colours, so 
chose a muted palette, with blues, 
greys and greens, which complement 
the proportions.’ Cue Farrow & Ball’s 
modern classics: Light Blue, Skimming 
Stone, Purbeck Stone, Pointing, Pigeon, 
Elephant’s Breath and Hague Blue.  

In the huge living space that opens 
to the kitchen, with its classic cream 
electric Aga, midnight blue throws add 
a pop of colour to slouchy cream sofas. 

On the upper two floors, roll-top 
baths, sturdy oak wardrobes and 
grandfather clocks, along with quirky 
objets d’art give a cosy members’ club 

feel. The house, which cost more than 
£400,000 to renovate, may be complete, 
but the Coopers have decided to sell 
up. ‘We’ve got room for the dogs – 
Rufus and Lottie – cats, ducks and 
chickens, but we want somewhere we 
can keep horses,’ she says. ‘If only we 
could uproot Bartlett’s and put it 
inside 20 acres with an outbuilding.’

Wherever they end up, their new 
home will have space for an expanded 
cake college – ‘it would be good to 
have plenty of ovens so we can bake 
as well as decorate’ – but another huge 
restoration project is off the table.  

‘We would be happy to do a bit of 
updating, but we won’t ever be 
moving into a caravan again,’ Lucy 
says decisively. ‘But doing it at 
Bartlett’s was definitely worth it.’ 

■ Bartlett’s Farmhouse,  
£1.4million, struttandparker.com

■ Love Lucy’s 
contemporary 

neutrals? She used 
Farrow & Ball’s 

Skimming Stone, a 
warm, but pale 

grey; delicate white 
Pointing; and 
strong Hague 

Blue. From 
£48 for 

2.5litres of 
matt emulsion,  

diy.com 

■ Find antique treasures 
(above) at local estate sales 
and house clearances. Make 
sure to browse the catalogue 
thoroughly beforehand, get there 
early and always check for any 
extra charges. Visit the-saleroom.
com/en-gb to find online daily live 
auctions up and down the country

■ No country house 
kitchen is complete 
without an Aga. The 
electric Aga eR3 Series 
60, with two ovens and a 
hot plate, is available in 
16 shades and costs from 
£5,925. agaliving.com

Homely: Calming living room. Left and inset: Finishing touches

High grade: Bartlett’s is Grade II*-listed. 
Above: Graeme plumbed the bathrooms

PHoTo
S: DAN

IeL LYN
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alice 
beer

MY FIRST
HOMe

‘Homes were hard  
to sell: I lost £12,000 
when I moved on’
ALICE’S MUM AND DAD HELPED HER ON TO THE  
PROPERTY LADDER, bUT THEN PRICES CRASHED

all abOUT... earlsfield
EarlsfiEld has a lot going for it. This quiet corner 
of Wandsworth is filled with pretty Victorian 
terraces and leafy streets that have proved a major 
hit with affluent young families. There is also a 
pleasant community spirit and while many of the 
bars, restaurants and shops are independent, they 
are not as faddish as other parts of london. last 
year, most property sales in Earlsfield involved flats, 
which sold for on average for £528,264. Terraced 
properties sold for an average price of £955,264, 
while semi-detached properties fetched £1,476,423. 
Earlsfield has an overall average price of £716,964 
(rightmove.co.uk).

MY fIRST HOME

A
S A fearless consumer journalist, 
Alice Beer knows a thing or two 
about buying property. Alice has 
bought and sold her fair share of 
houses on her journey, too, but 

spiking interest rates and unstable prices has 
meant it has been a rocky road at times. She 
tells us more...  

You are a consumer journalist by 
trade - did you apply the same skills to 
buying your first property?
I bought my first place very early on, as a 
production secretary on That’s Life! with Esther 
Rantzen. I didn’t have the skills I have now, but 
my parents pushed me into being thorough and 
looking before I leap. My mother was a teacher 
and my father a policeman – they grew up with 
nothing and saved everything. They put money 
aside for me every month for me to put towards 
a deposit on a flat. Everything was accounted 
for. I was given £15,000 for the deposit and I 
knew I had to choose carefully. 

What did you go for?
I bought with a friend and we went for a 
ground-floor flat in Earlsfield in 1988 – I was 
about 23 at the time. He was in the army and 
was buying to get on the property ladder – he 
rented out his room to one of my old school 
friends. It was a two-bed but really one-
bed and a cupboard. We got a mortgage 
at 9.5 per cent interest. 

did you connect with your 
inner interior designer?
Yes, we did the whole thing up 
ourselves. When my parents got 
married, they had a sofa bed that 
became my sofa in my flat. We had 
wood chip wallpaper on the 
walls and hired a steamer and 
steamed six layers off the 
walls. It had been papered 
over and over. It was 
hideous. I painted 
everything powder blue, 
and there were lots of 
coordinating colours –
everything in the kitchen 
would be dark green, 
from the bread bin to 
the toaster.

did it seem  
young to buy?
It didn’t seem that 
unusual at the time. 
Now it seems 
extraordinary. I was 
on a production 
secretary’s wage, 
just enough to 
make regular 
payments. Then 
interest rates went 
up and that was a 
shocker. I got a salary 
increase so was able to 
keep it. But we sold it five 
years later and I lost 
almost what my parents had 
given me. It was hard to sell 
property at the time and we lost 
about £24,000, so £12,000 each.

Ouch...
Yes, but I was on the ladder. And the next 
property I could buy was on my own. I was an 
assistant producer and had gone to Kilroy. I 
bought a first-floor flat with one bedroom in 
Battersea around 1994, between Wandsworth 
and Clapham Common. They were the happiest 
days, I loved that flat. Next, I bought a flat 
nearby on Albert Bridge Road. My career was 
exciting at the time, as I had started doing more 
front-of-camera stuff. Then I moved in with my 
partner in 2000. I actually went through three 
flats in 15 years – you wouldn’t do that these 
days because Stamp Duty is much higher. 

did you keep hold of any of them?
I kept the Albert Bridge one for seven years 
after moving in with my partner. Everyone 

thinks buy-to-let is easy but all you need is a 
couple of months without a tenant and the 

boiler goes wrong and then you are 
dipping into money you don’t have. 

What did your colleagues think 
of your property purchases?
Anne Robinson was much more 

interested in my love life and getting me a 
partner. She had lovely properties so 

couldn’t really advise me on 
Ikea-filled places! 

How important is 
buying property?
It’s difficult because I see 
young people travelling 
the world and living not 
tied down by properties. 
Getting on the ladder  
so early was always a 
responsibility. I loved 
owning a property and it 
was good for my soul, but 
maybe making money 
from bricks and mortar 
should be less of a thing. 

advice for first- 
time buyers?
Be prepared for 
unexpected costs. You 

need to be able to afford 
for things to go wrong. 
Learn from my parents – 
little and regular savings 
can change your life. 
■ Alice Beer is speaking at 

Retail Week Live at the 
Intercontinental O2, 

London, March 25-26,  
live.retail-week.com 

INTERVIEW BY  
oliver stallwood

 safety first: Alice says  
 buyers can learn from  
 her parents’ prudent  

 attitude to saving 
Photo: Getty/Jeff SPicer

�



   

10 | METRO | Tuesday, March 10, 2020               

TRENDS // NEWS // REVIEWS TRENDS // NEWS // REVIEWS

ADVICE // HACKS // INVESTMENT ADVICE // HACKS // INVESTMENT

MUSIC // FILM // TV // COMEDY MUSIC // FILM // TV // COMEDY

STYLE // WELLBEING // CELEBRITY STYLE // WELLBEING // CELEBRITY

TRAVEL // CULTURE // ADVENTURE TRAVEL // CULTURE // ADVENTURE

MUSIC // FILM // TV // COMEDY MUSIC // FILM // TV // COMEDY

STYLE // WELLBEING // CELEBRITY STYLE // WELLBEING // CELEBRITY

TECHNOLOGY // GADGETS // GAMES // APPS TECHNOLOGY // GADGETS // GAMES // APPS
powered by

in association with Halifax Home Insurancein association with Halifax Home Insurance

in association with

TRAVEL // CULTURE // ADVENTURE TRAVEL // CULTURE // ADVENTURE

GETAWAY GETAWAY

The Grammy-hoarder’s La piLe is up for 
saLe – and iT’s hardLy ‘a room wiThouT 
a roof’, says Gary Parkinson

Pharrell’s  
Happy place

W
haT makes you 
happy? Van 
halen singer 
David Lee Roth 
noted that 

‘Money can’t buy you 
happiness, but it can buy you  
a yacht big enough to pull up 
right alongside it.’ 

In the case of Pharrell 
Williams – the 13-time Grammy 
winner whose chirpily upbeat 
neo-soul singalong happy 
earwormed its way around the 
world – £11.9million bought 
him a Los angeles mansion in 
2018. Now he’s put it back on 
the market, so maybe it can 
make you happy... if you have 
£12.9m to spare.

With stunning views from 
almost every room, Pharrell’s 
fabulous hilltop lair lies high 
up in the Beverly hills 90210 
ZIP code, off the world-famous 
Mulholland Drive, the 21-mile 
highway which snakes through 
the Santa Monica 
Mountains. It was 
named after the 
pioneering civil 
engineer who brought 
water to Los angeles, 
and was immortalised  
in David Lynch’s neo-
noir film of the 
same name. 

Behind the 
gates and 
down the 
200ft-long 
private 
driveway 
is a motor 
court for 
30 or more 
cars. Quite 

the spot for a party, Pharrell’s 
house sits on 4.25acres, with 
17,245sq ft of floor space. 
Inside, there are ten bedrooms 
and 11 bathrooms, a main  
room with a snaking marble 
staircase and a formal dining 
area with a crystal rock 
chandelier. 

There’s plenty of informal 
areas, including one with the 
sort of ten-seat quadrant-

shaped glass table you might 
not find on the high street.  

But it’s dominated by the 
outside: floor-to-ceiling 

window walls accommo-
date those views over the 
City of angels. The grounds 
include tennis courts, 

rock sculptures, koi 
ponds and two 
resort-like pools 
with grotto, 
slide, swim-up 
bar and 20ft 
waterfall. It 
is, in short, 
somewhere 
between a 
Playboy 
mansion 

and a Bond villain’s lair. It’s also 
only had three owners. Pharrell 
bought the house from actor/
film-maker Tyler Perry, who 
had purchased it for £11.06m in 
2017. Before that it was owned 
by billionaire philanthropist 
alfred Mann, who had it 
architect-built in 1992 to 
maximise those views. 

It’s now being handled by 
celebrity realtors Kurt 
Rappaport and Drew Meyers of 
WEa homes. Pharrell’s place 
only just scrapes onto the 
second page of their website 
listings: other properties 
include a £72.5m pad in New 
York’s East hampton and a 
£34m property in Miami Beach. 

But don’t worry for Pharrell, 
his wife helen Lasichanh and 
their four children. Should they 
need a place to stay in La, they 
can pop round the corner to 
one of their other houses – the 
Skyline Residence, one of the 
most expensive addresses in 
Laurel Canyon. 

n Pharrell’s house at 14175 
Mulholland Drive is for sale for 

£12.9m, weahomes.com

 Wat-er pad: A relaxation  
 area overlooking a waterfall  
 in Pharrell’s home 

Top ten: Wake up in one of the ten bedrooms with garden views

Photo
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with £890,000 to spend, would you choose  Queen’s park or chalfont st Giles? 
town&

n When it comes to lifestyle and amenities, Queen’s Park 
has very few chinks in its armour. There’s the eponymous 
park, a small, but busy high street with an M&S food hall, a 
high quota of independent shops and eateries and a weekly 
farmers’ market. All local state primaries are judged as good 
by Ofsted and the station is on the Bakerloo and Overground 
lines. The residential streets excel in appealing Victorian and 
edwardian properties, though buyers have to dig deep to 
afford them as small flats start at around £400,000 and 
houses from £1.5m. ‘The area mainly attracts families or 
young professionals wanting somewhere with a village feel 
but close enough to central London. People who live here 
rarely look to move far,’ says Oliver Browne of Foxtons.

Commute time:  
nine mins to Marylebone
Commute Cost:  
Annual Travelcard 
£1,444 
PriCe Per  
sq ft:  
£828

Queen’s Park
2-bed flat
£889,950

 Royally good:  
 Queen’s Park 

Capacious conversion: 
At over 1,000sq ft, this 
first-floor period 
conversion is far 
bigger than average 
and features high 
ceilings, sash windows 
and working 
fireplaces. Comes with 
planning permission 
for a roof terrace.
Camerons Stiff & Co, 
cameronsstiff.co.uk
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with £890,000 to spend, would you choose  Queen’s park or chalfont st Giles? 
&

Queen’s Park
One-bed flat, £400,000, Marsh & Parsons, 
marshandparsons.co.uk
A ground-floor purpose built flat in an envy-
inducing location a few minutes’ walk from the 
park, station and the neighbourhood’s foodie 
hotspots, which include gastro pub The Salusbury 
and all-day bistro Bob’s Café. The property has a 
spacious living room, a separate kitchen, a 
double bedroom with built in storage, off-street 
parking and a communal garden.

Historic home: In need of 
refurbishment, this Grade II listed 
house includes a triple-aspect 
reception, beautiful wraparound 
garden, original exposed timber 
beams and inglenook fireplaces. 
Knight Frank, knightfrank.co.uk

n The prettiest of the Chilterns villages 
known as The Chalfonts (the others are 
Chalfont St Peter and Little Chalfont), 
Chalfont St Giles boasts a duck pond, a 
green, shops, church, pubs and a museum in 
a 16th century cottage that was once home 
to poet John Milton. Buyers are drawn by the 
schooling – the village junior is Ofsted-rated 
outstanding, and Bucks has grammars – and 
speedy links into London. ‘The village has 
retained its old world charm, and changed 
very little over the years,’ says Simon 
Colman of Colman & Co. ‘It tends to attract 
people coming in from west London and the 
suburbs. An entry two-bed terraced period 
cottage in the centre is about £450,000.’

Chalfont st Giles
Two-bed house, £465,000,
Colman & Co, colmanand.co.uk
This edwardian semi-detached cottage is in a 
tucked away but convenient setting close to the 
village shops. entered via a porch, the ground floor 
consists of a cosy living room at the front, a dining 
room in the middle and a Shaker-style kitchen/
breakfast room at the back. A staircase leads up to 
two double bedrooms and family bathroom. There’s 
an attractive low-maintenance garden, a garage and 
car port, and potential to add an extension.

country
Chalfont St GileS

5-bed house
£885,000

...or why not Get 2 for the PriCe of 1?

ToTAL sPeNd 
£865,000

Commute 
time:  

from 22 mins  
from Seer Green &  

Jordans to Marylebone
Commute Cost:  

Annual season  
ticket £4,180

PriCe Per sQ ft: £408

 Picture perfect:  
 Chalfont St Giles 

anDRea Dean
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B
ack in 1912, when this 
wonderful gothic church 
building was first erected, 
millions of people across 
the Uk sought solace and 

salvation at churches every Sunday. 
Nowadays, the number of worshippers 
has fallen and the number of working 
churches around the country has 
dwindled to around 16,000 nationwide.  
But St Barnabas, in Woodside Park, 
north-west London, has had a happier 
outcome than most – it is being 
converted into 21 chic and highly 
distinctive one, two and three-
bedroom apartments and duplexes. 

Nothing so unusual about that. But a 
condition of the redevelopment by 
cullen & Davis was that they would 
help the anglican congregation locate 
a new building they could buy nearby. 
The new development, named Bower 
& Barnabas, also features nine new 
apartments, now completed and sold, 
next to the church.

But it is the redesigning of the 
7,000sq ft St Barnabas church, with its 
60ft-tall vaulted wooden ceiling, 18 
stone arches and 30 stone-framed 
Gothic windows, which has created 
the most interest from buyers.

The church has Locally Protected 
status, the lowest level of listing, 
which means all plans and alterations 
had to be signed off by Barnet 
Borough council. The exterior is being 
perfectly preserved and cleaned. 
Only the interior is changing.

When J.S alder, an 
architect of many British 
churches, created this 
spectacular building – 
complete with 18 
enormous, fluted, 
travertine stone floor-
to-ceiling columns 
spaced dramatically 
throughout the interior –
he won praise for his 
‘simple and dignified late 
gothic style’.

But preserving the integrity of 
the building, while adapting it for 
modern life, has created an equal 
number of challenges for developers. 
They’ve added 30 windows in the 
same style as the original and some 
19,000sq foot of internal living space. 

They’ve also removed a triptych of 
stained-glass windows, to be returned 
to the congregation for their new 
church nearby, as well as another 
giant panel of stained-glass windows 
because they featured overtly 

The CONVeRSION 
Of ThIS gOThIC 
ChURCh INTO 
flaTS IS hOly 
ImpReSSIVe, SayS 
Jo Knowsley

religious 
scenes. There 

are not many 
people, I suppose, 

who want a 
detailed depiction of 

the crucifixion in their 
living room. 

Other windows, however, have been 
maintained, such as the glorious 8.5ft 
stained-glass window in apartment 12, 
a 624sq ft, one-bedroom home which 
has this little slice of history above 
the kitchen sink. Other stained-glass 
windows have been replaced with 
clear double-glazing. 

The spectacular stone arches which 
are such a feature of the building have 
been retained and woven into the 

fabric of the new design. The result is 
a mix of modernity and period 
features which would be virtually 
impossible to create from scratch. 

‘Since we bought the building in 
2015 the greatest challenge has been 
making the space work within the 
existing structure,’ says cameron 
Smith, sales and marketing director, 
who has been involved with the 
building from the outset.

‘We used three different architects 
on this project and they all had vastly 
different visions. It was quite baffling.

‘But we now have apartments and 
duplexes which means we’ve been 
able to divide the space creatively. 

‘We even had to divide some 
windows. We also added windows to 

make sure that every apartment has 
plenty of natural light. The huge main 
window at the front of the church is 
over 26ft-tall and has three levels of 
apartments behind it. 

‘We wanted to keep the spectacular 
panelled wood ceiling, but we couldn’t 
because it didn’t meet modern fire 
regulations. But we have worked hard 
to retain the grandeur of the building.

‘The lowest ceiling height is 8.8ft-
tall and the tallest is 18ft. The designs 
are unique because of the shapes that 
have been created by the original 
building.’

The apartment interiors will also 
reflect the history of the building, 
with cast-iron radiators. Each ground 
floor apartment will have a private 

outside space and, at the back of the 
building, developers dug down to 
create sunken gardens. 

One of the two original front doors 
will open into a public foyer for 
residents, with a central lift leading to 
the upper apartments.

The first apartments will be 
completed in September and three 
purchases have been made off-plan 
already. Two first-time buyers 
reserved one-bedroom apartments 
using Help to Buy. 

The largest ground-floor apartment 
will be priced at around £1million, but 
one beds will come in at £485,000.

n bowerandbarnabas.co.uk,                 
                0203 143 8200
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 Arch-angels: The spectacular  
 stone arches have been  
 woven into the design 

 Glass act: Some 
original stained glass 
(inset) has been kept 

 Stairway to haven: The  
 apartments feature nods   

 to the building’s history 
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Neighbourhood Watch

LookiNg for someWhere affordabLe aNd coNveNieNt? 
the oNLy Way is this essex toWN, says AndreA deAn

Harlow

Spacious: Gilden Park has lots to offer 

Setting the Scene
Located in the middle of the 
UK’s innovation corridor, 
Harlow claims fifth place in 
Zoopla’s league of best-value 
commuter towns within an 
hour of the capital, based on 
combined average mortgage 
and train season ticket costs. 
there are two stations and it’s 
a few minutes from the M11, 
with traffic congestion to be 
eased when the new motorway 

junction 7a opens in 2022. 
Harlow was built in 1947 as a 
cutting edge New town to 
accommodate Londoners after 
World War II, and in 2010 
became Britain’s first 
sculpture town, with over 90 
works – many by leading 
artists –  on permanent 
display in public buildings and 
outdoor spaces, like Parndon 
Mill (above), aplenty.

WhAt’S neW

Harlow
Town

H A R L O W

Harlow
Town Park

Terlings Park

River
Stort

The Harvey
Centre

First Ave Mandela Ave

Howard Way

Edinburgh Way

Fourth Ave

Elizabeth Way

A1019

A1025

thiS 
Week

Strawberry Star has launched 
the first phase of 163 studio, 
one and two-bed bed 
apartments at Harlow Quarter, 
a mixed-use scheme with a 
concierge and two roof 
gardens, adjacent to the 
Harvey Centre. Prices start at 
£199,000, strawberrystar.co.uk.

A number of developers are 
involved at Gilden Park, which 
will consist of about 1,100 one 
to four-bed homes – many with 
Help to Buy – plus new schools, 
shops and a community centre. 
One and two-bed apartments 
from Taylor Wimpey start from 
£214,000, and three-bed 
houses from £379,000, taylor 
wimpey.co.uk. Barratt Homes, 
in partnership with Heylo, 
currently has one-bed shared 
ownership apartments at 
£102,000 for a 50 per cent 
share of £204,000. Private sale 
homes range from £247,500 for 

a two-bed flat to £450,000 for a 
four-bed house, barratt homes.
co.uk. Persimmon has three and 
four-bed semis from £365,000, 
persimmonhomes.com.

Base, from Countryside, will 
deliver around 700 homes in 
Newhall, a new urban village 
renowned for its striking 
architecture. A one-bed flat 
starts at £219,995, going up to 
£610,000 for a four-bed house. 
atelier, also from Countryside, 
has two, three and four-bed 
houses in the final phase 
starting from £340,000. Help to 
Buy’s on offer at both sites, 
countrysideproperties.com.

edinburgh House, the 
conversion of a Conran-
designed building by Harlow 
Station, is also in its last phase. 
From £199,950 for a one-bed 
with Help to Buy, Lanes New 
Homes, lanesnewhomes.co.uk.

 Smart: Harlow  
 Quarter’s interiors 
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ProPerty ladder
First rung
£168,500  
Purple Bricks, 
purplebricks.com 
On the south side of 
Harlow, so providing fast 
access to the M11, this 
recently refurbished one-
bed flat sits on the top  
of a low-rise block. 
There’s plenty of storage, 
a communal garden  
and no chain. 

luXury HoMe
£795,000
Howick & Brooker, 
hbproperty.co.uk
This five-bed, three-bath 
Victorian house is in the 
heart of Old Harlow, and a 
short stroll from local 
shops and Harlow Mill 
station. Its hub is a 
sociable kitchen/breakfast 
room with an island.

The average property in Harlow is currently valued at 
£335,666 according to Zoopla.co.uk 

£350,000
William H Brown, 
williamhbrown.co.uk
A three-bed house in  
a central setting within 
walking distance of 
Harlow Town station. 
Includes two bathrooms, 
a living room, a  
dining room, kitchen, 
cloakroom, garage 
and an allocated  
parking space.

average For Harlow

SchoolS and profile Supplied by  Zoopla.co.uk

Divine: St Mary’s Church

HISTOrIC Old Harlow, north 
east of the centre, has an 
authentic village feel and is 
the best spot to scout for 
period properties. However, 
the vast majority of Harlow’s 
housing is post-war, and the 
town is growing fast.  
Prices are set to rise by  
20 per cent over the next  
three years, though it’s  
still very affordable. ‘I’ve  
been selling homes here for  
20 years and Harlow’s always 
drawn people up the M11 
corridor from north London, 
and there’s more lateral 
movement now,’ says Paul 
Brooker of Howick & Brooker. 
‘One-bedroom flats start  
at about £160,000 and  
three-bedroom houses in a 
nice area are from around 
£375,000.’

 Silver spec:    
 Edinburgh House is  

 now in its last phase 

snooPing 
around

vital statistics

Neighbourhood Watch

Council tax: (Band D) £1,876.89
Commuting time: from 31 mins to 
Liverpool Street
Annual Travelcard cost: £4,944
Amenities: hhhhi Chain stores 
and restaurants in the Water Gardens, 
the Harvey Centre and retail park 
Queensgate Centre; Harlow Playhouse 
theatre; Harlow Leisurezone;  
sculptures are sited throughout, 
including in the Gibbert Garden; 
extensive network of cycle routes 

Open space: hhhii Harlow Town Park 
has a pets’ corner and skatepark; Terlings 
Park; Jean McAlpine Park; Northbrooks 
Park; Parndon Wood nature reserve
Crime: hhhii Just below average
Schools: hhhii  GCSE and A-level 
results close to national average; 
nearly all state schools are judged 
good for Ofsted; Burnt Mill Academy 
is an outstanding co-ed
Who lives there?  
First-time buyers and families
Famous faces: Victoria Beckham 
(right) was born in Harlow

rent 
rePort 

‘Typical tenants in Harlow 
are working professionals. 

Church Langley and Newhall 
are extremely sought-after, as 

well as anywhere near the 
hospital and station. An 

average two-bed flat rents for 
around £900-£1,050pcm, 

says Amber Stevens of 
William H Brown
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 Spacious: The living  
 room spans more than 71 ft. Inset: 

The wood-panelled corridor 

W
ITH its red cedar ‘ribs’ 
and spectacular, 
curved design, the  
first glimpse you get of 
The Spiral is startling. 

We’re in lush and leafy Worth, in West 
Sussex, where long, winding lanes 
yield onto private driveways and 
homes which are large and elegant but 
typically traditional, two storeys-high 
and built of red brick.

In contrast, The Spiral looks rather 
like an exquisitely carved caterpillar, 
or perhaps an exotic creature that 
landed from outer space and is now 
making itself at home in the 
English countryside.

In the landscaped 
grounds, there’s a fire 
pit, a hot tub, a built-
in BBQ and a 
beautiful waterfall 
feature – while 
inside the gated 
entrance, a series  
of triangular 
concrete slabs, 
interspersed with 
lines of deep-set 
pebbles, form the 
path that winds up to 
the front door.

But it’s the overall lines 
and shapes of this 4,000sq ft, 
five-bedroom, four-bathroom home – 
steel-framed and infilled with timber – 
that make it so exceptional.

‘The most challenging thing about 
creating this house was the curved 
aspect. Everything in this building  

is curved,’ says 
owner Sean 
Rigg, who – 

along with his 
wife Jessica and 

his builder father – 
took on the daunting 

project a few years ago, 
building it from scratch.  

‘All the materials had to be bent, 
curved or shaped, which made the 
building costs quite staggering – a 
good 30 per cent higher than average.

‘It took a year-and-a-half to build. 
But there is a great sense of 

achievement in that we created  
such an extraordinary home. We 
particularly like the red cedar that 
clads the carcass of the house, and 
which silvers with age.’

Inside, a 16ft-tall entrance way  
leads into a spectacular, open-plan 
kitchen and curved living room which 
measures 71ft-long, although of 
course none of it is straight. 

The lofty,curved ceiling (painted 
dark grey) is cut to create two 
different heights, with steel support 
beams, and broken up with a series of 
skylights. There are large, custom-

built sliding doors that lead out to  
the garden.

The hues are muted here, with pale 
grey resin flooring in the kitchen and 
living room. Here, a hanging fireplace 
alongside an alluring (again, curved) 
chaise longue and leather sofas add a 
somewhat sci-fi effect.

The bespoke, fitted kitchen features 
two Neff ovens, a wine cooler and an 
instant hot water Quooker tap. The 
unusual splashback is made of KAZA 
concrete tiles in colours of dark grey, 
pale grey and a lively mustard. At 
9.8ft-tall, all doors in the house are full 

height, adding to the sense of space. 
The bedrooms, with their lavish en 
suites, are accessed from the other 
side of the entrance lobby, along a 
lengthy, wooden rib-panelled corridor 
with vertical LED lighting strips,  
integrated doors and soft grey carpet. 
It’s all rather womb-like, in a way. 
Storage and an utility room are tucked 
away here, too.

At the end of the corridor is the 
master bedroom, with a walk-in 
dressing room and an enormous 
bathroom with a curved (of course) 
Lusso stone bath and a bespoke hand 

 Plush g-rounds: The  
 property covers an  
 impressive 4,000 sq ft 

JO kNOwsley  
is taken by this 
steel-framed, 
timber beauty 
with curves  
everywhere 
around you...

GOING ROUND  
THE BEND...
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basin. The shower is clad in micro-
cement which mimics the effect  
of plaster.

Each of the bedrooms has its  
own feature colour and a striking 
headboard in dramatic geometric 
patterns, in colours including blue, 
yellow, mauve, aqua and soft grey. 

Sean, a builder by training, also  
has a bespoke watch design business, 
which he says is not so different from 
working on home interiors. ‘The 
precision you need in designing a 
watch is not dissimilar to what you 
need in designing interiors for a house 

like this,’ he says. ‘It’s challenging, but 
highly rewarding.’

The couple are selling The Spiral 
only because they are moving to 
California to be closer to American-
born Jessica’s family after the birth  
of their first child. 

‘This house would actually sit 
beautifully in California with its 
sunshine and warmer weather,’ Sean 
reflects, a little wistfully.  

‘It would be absolutely wonderful to 
have a home like this, over there.’

n The Spiral is on the market for 
£2million through hamptons-int.com

‘All the materials had to 
be bent, curved or 

shaped, which made  
the building costs  
quite staggering’

In the loop: The unique spiral at the entrance. Above right: The contours of the building’s cedar roof 

Going for bold: Walls are adorned 
with bold, geometic patterns, in the 
kitchen, left, and bedrooms, below
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Continued on Page 22 » 

Hygge expert Niki 
BraNtmark says 
climate cHaNge is 
leadiNg to a rustic 
iNterior revival. 
Karen HocKney 
takes a tour of  
Her HeaveNly Home

 Norse code: Niki is the  
 queen of Scandinavian   

 movement hygge,  
 which brings cosiness  

 and calm to your home 

HOME INTERIORS / INSPIRATION / FOOD

in association
with Halifax

Home Insurance  Page 24 » 

Follow our experts’ tips for  
wall panels with panache

Panel sHow

HOME INTERIORS / INSPIRATION / FOOD

in association
with Halifax

Home Insurance 

nature
Back 
to

S
TORMS, floods and forest 
fires have hit the headlines as 
worldwide climate change 
continues to top the news 
agenda. It is said that in 

times of austerity, people add glamour 
and glitz to their interiors in a 
subconscious bid to counteract 
financial fear – while, when the going 
is good, décor tends to be pared back 
as if to respect the simplicity of 

minimalism. Today, at a time when 
nature itself is under threat, interiors 
are experiencing a rustic revival.

So says the British queen of hygge, 
Niki Brantmark, the person whom 
Scandinavians trust to bring 
understated elegance into their homes. 

‘With people feeling ever more 
stressed and overwhelmed, our homes 
have become even more of an oasis 
for wellbeing and calm,’ says Niki, 

whose interiors blog My Scandinavian 
Home gets more than half-a-million 
hits each month. 

‘It’s the only environment that we 
can truly control,’ she continues. ‘And 
fears about climate change see us 
moving away from fast consumerism 
and developing a strong desire to get 
back to nature.

‘We’re seeking out more handmade, 
individually crafted pieces and 

vintage finds. We want pieces made 
from natural, sustainable materials for 
our homes. 

‘The beauty of these more “rustic” 
touches is that they bring texture, 
depth and warmth to the home while 
helping to maintain a wonderfully 
calm feel.’

Smitten by all things Scandi as a 
young girl, Niki gave up her marketing 
career in London 15 years ago, married 

husband Per and moved to Skåne in 
Sweden’s southern tip where they now  
live in a contemporary three-storey,  
open-plan townhouse together with 
their three children.

‘Hygge is not a trend, it’s a feeling  
of cosiness, contentment and 
conviviality,’ adds Niki whose new 
book, Relaxed Rustic, is inspired by her 
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her adopted home country. ‘In a world 
of technology and mobile phones, it’s 
become even more important to add a 
“hyggelig” feeling to our homes and 
create an oasis in which we can 
switch off, feel comfortable and relax.

‘Warm, earthy tones that reflect 
nature will help to bring a sense of 
hygge to the home, while tapping into 
the Scandinavian “less is more” 
philosophy, which is especially 
important with climate change and 
today’s throwaway culture,’ she says.

Here, Niki shares her guide on how 
to get back to nature in your home 
with some modern rustic updates...

Living Room
‘Colour is gradually seeping into 
Scandinavian homes, but use bright 
colour sparingly – earthy, calm and 
soothing tones such as soft greens, 
calming blues or an array of browns 
are the way forward. My sofa is very 
chameleon-like, I love to change it up 
using covers in different textures and 
colours. You can find a sofa on eBay 
or Gumtree and instantly transform it 
with loose covers in on-trend hues. 
Add cushions and blankets, which 
make a home instantly cosy. Rugs are 
more practical than carpets – you can 
create different zones and swap linen 
for wool each season. Rugs are also 
soft underfoot, which is important as 
no one here wears shoes indoors. 
Invest in quality furniture, whether 
vintage (which is very hygge as it has 
a story to tell) or new pieces built to 
last. Handmade artisanal sculptures 
and ceramics, plus non-treated 
textiles like linen add extra cosiness. 
Group things into three – from  
flower stems to artwork and candles. 
It’s the magic number for interiors.’

Kitchen/
dineR
‘I like white walls in the 
kitchen and lots of 
wood for adding 
warmth with its lines, 
knots and texture. Place 
sheepskin throws on 
chair backs and benches 
so people are 
comfortable lingering at 
the table and chatting 
for hours. We have a 
cosy nook with a 
mattress, cushions and 
lots of candles to create 
a warm glow and entice 

people to stay. Our table 
is small because people 
jostling shoulders 
slightly creates a more 
relaxed vibe for dinner 
rather than a huge table, 
which feels cold and 
formal. Mix random 
unmatched chairs from 
markets and junk shops 
to create a homely 
atmosphere. Nature is 
key to the hygge 
movement so bring  
it inside with fresh-cut 
flowers and some 
foraged greenery.’

haLLway
‘The hallway gives the first impression 
of your home – ours is open-plan and 
airy, but with a messy family like mine, 
it can turn into a nightmare! People are 
often scared of colour but painting one 
accent wall is less daunting. Dusky pink 
and sky blue look great on walls, fabrics 
and lamps. If you feel worried, start by 
painting the ceiling and leave walls 
white. If you are feeling daring, create a 
contrast with bold colours around 
doorways and doors. Make your guests 
feel welcome with a bench or chair 
covered with blankets, or faux fur 
throws, to sit on and take off their 
shoes. Fill a wicker basket with soft 
woollen socks for guests to wear.’

 
 Home comfort: Niki’s  

 family home has a   
 cosy vibe 
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Get the look

Bedroom
‘Keep all devices out 
of the bedroom for 
a good night’s sleep. 
A cool bedroom is 
better for sleeping 
in but cosy it up 
with books on the 
bedside, throws and 
cushions. Bring a 
touch of hotel style 
by investing in a 
good quality, 
comfortable 
mattress and 
pillows. In 
Scandinavia, we 
have two single 
duvets on a double 
bed so that each 
person can regulate 
their temperature 
and stick arms and 
legs out if they 
want to. Once 
you’ve tried two 
quilts, you’ll never 
look back!’

office
‘Think hard about lighting when creating 
ambience. I have a dark brown accent wall 
against my desk to prevent glare from my PC 
screen (it’s better for your eyes, too) but dark 
winters mean it’s important to keep it light 

elsewhere. Search out an office chair that is not 
only stylish but ergonomic – it’s too easy to 
slouch so marry form with function.’

n Niki’s new book Relaxed Rustic (published 
by CICO Books) is out today, £19.99. Follow her 

on Instagram @myscandinavianhome

by Lara Sargent
1 5

6

7

1. Sheepskin rugs are spot on 
for a feel-good Scandi vibe – 
layer mink, blush and ochre 
hues for a modern look. 
Sheepskin Rug, £35, Dunelm, 
dunelm.com. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

2. Modern silhouette + pretty 
plaster pink hue = a perfect 
purse-friendly Scandi lamp. 
Elements Jamiela Dome Pink 
Table Lamp, £16, Dunelm, 
dunelm.com. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

3. Warm cappuccino shades 
in a modern graphic print is 
the new way to channel 
rustic Scandi cool. Dias 
Modern Rug, from £20, JD 
Williams, jdwilliams.co.uk. 
Buy it with the Ownable app

4. Brown is back on the 
interiors map and this 
chunky, matt stoneware mug 
is a morning cuppa favourite. 
Cinnamon brown mug, £6, 

Habitat, habitat.co.uk. Buy it 
with the Ownable app

5. Cosy up your home by 
draping this luxe brown 
waffle weave throw over 
chairs, beds and sofas. 
Brichford waffle wool throw 
(130 x 170cm), £60, Habitat, 
habitat.co.uk. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

6. We’re fast becoming 
tan fans, and this zig-
zag printed cushion 
will upgrade a neutral 
sofa. Fisola Tan zig-
zag printed cushion, 
£25, Habitat, habitat.co.uk. 
Buy it with the Ownable app

7. The beautiful glaze of this 
handmade plate proves that 
earthy shades are just as 
striking as bursts of bright 
colour. Jules small plate by 
Bloomingville, £16, Nordic 
Nest, nordicnest.com. Buy it 
with the Ownable app
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 Home comfort: Niki’s  

 family home has a   
 cosy vibe 
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to perfect  
wall panelling

Need some stately home chic iN your    

modest abode? the experts tell  

Lara Sargent how to create easy  

wow-factor wall paNels

BOLD OVer
‘Colour blocking is a simple and 
effective way to combine 
contrasting hues and create a 
striking, panelled effect without 
the expense and labour of 
actually installing panels,’ says 
Ruth Mottershead, Little 
Greene’s marketing director. 
‘This works really well in 
bedroom schemes when a 
selected colour is used in place 
of a headboard to create an 
area of interest. Combine strong 
contrasting shades for a bold 
finish or pair muted, green 
tones for a serene, restful 
scheme.’ Lower Wall painted in 
Tuscan Red, 140, Upper Wall in 
French Grey 113, both from the 
Colours of England collection, 
£47 for 2.5l Absolute Matt 
Emulsion, Little Greene, 
littlegreene.com. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

BeDtIMe StOrIeS
Interior design blogger, Anna 
Jennings (Instagram @holly_oak_
house) instilled a vintage vibe in her 
new-build rural home with hand-
built wall panels. First she installed 
moisture-resistant MDF boards to 
the wall, then fixed wooden strips 
at regular intervals, using nails and 
glue. This was topped off with a 
pre-bought ledge and beading cut 
to size, primed and painted. ‘Make 
sure everything is symmetrical 
during installation,’ says Anna, 
‘work from the outside walls in, 
ensuring there’s a panel touching 
both ends of the wall.’

KItCHen CULtUre
‘We introduced tongue-and-
groove wall panelling a few years 
ago as a textured alternative to 
tiling,’ says Helen Parker, 
creative director at bespoke 
kitchen company, deVOL. ‘The 
look is warmer than plaster or 
tiles and nods to traditional work 
rooms such as sculleries. It’s 
pretty hardwearing and can be 
repainted when required. It’s a 
really popular option for seating 
areas in the kitchen and small 
rooms, especially where there are 
no windows.’ Complete kitchens, 
start from £12,000, deVOL, 
devolkitchens.co.uk

PaneL 
Beater 
‘Panelling has huge 
advantages over many 
other wall treatments,’ 
says Jon Madeley 
founder of The English 
Panelling Company. 
‘MDF panelling is fast to 
install and economical 
compared with wood panels. It 
can conceal unsightly pipes and 
cables. For kitchens and bathrooms use 
moisture-resistant MDF. Any competent 
DIY-er can install it. It’s no trickier than 
wallpapering or tiling.’ Georgian Wide Joint 
Panelling Full size, 1220mm x 2440mm, 
from £49 a sheet, The English Panelling 
Company, theenglish panellingcompany.
co.uk. Buy it with the Ownable app 
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to perfect  
wall panelling

SOUND IDEA
‘The Acupanel wood panel 
range (main picture) is popular 
in flats and apartments as well 
as new-build houses because 
it’s acoustic,” says Callum 
Freed, sales manager at 
PLAANK. ‘It creates a cool, on-
trend slatted look with the 
added benefit of being an out-
the-box product that can be 
simply screwed straight into 
the wall. This type of panel is 
usually custom made but 
Acupanels can be ordered and 
delivered next day.’ Acupanel 
Natural Walnut Acoustic            
Wood Panel, £199.99 for 
240cm x 60cm panel, Plaank, 
plaank.com. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

Need some stately home chic iN your    

modest abode? the experts tell  

LArA SArgENt how to create easy  

wow-factor wall paNels

gOINg grEEN
Architect Lucy Marston 

(lucymarston.com)
 used modern panelling [below] 

to give her new-build home 
added depth. The entrance was 

transformed with a series of fixed 
MDF panels screwed to the wall, 

leading to an open balustrade 
which becomes part of the stair 
construction. ‘I wanted a clean, 
modern but textured look,’ says 

Lucy, ‘so used the panelling to 
emphasise the lines and direction 

of the house and to introduce 
atmospheric colour. The panelling 

lines up with the top of the door 
frames to carry the line through.’

BLOCK StAr
This panelled wallpaper will add a serious dose of 
drama – and a playful pop of colour – to any home. 
‘It’s inspired by classic Georgian architecture 
and captures the timeless appeal and 
grandeur of this period in a modern 
way,’ enthuse Jane Rockett & Lucy St 
George, co-founders of cool online 
interiors’ store, Rockett St 
George. ‘Part of our Trompe L’oeil 
collection, it tricks the eye with a 
quirky, contemporary twist on 
traditional, panelled rooms.’ 
Young & Battaglia Panelling 
Wallpaper, £70 per roll, Rockett St 
George, rockettstgeorge.co.uk. Buy 
it with the Ownable app

HEY WOOD LOOKINg
‘These weathered, wood-effect tiles will look as 
if they’ve been part of your kitchen for years,’ 
explains Colin Roby-Welford, Fired Earth’s 
creative director. ‘Natural looking knots and 
graining vary from plank to plank creating a 
totally convincing wood finish and yet they are 
suitable for wet areas. It’s low-maintenance, but 
best installed by a professional.’ Newlyn Ingram 
porcelain tiles, £74.94 per sq m, Fired Earth, 
firedearth.com. Buy it with the Ownable app

FLOWEr POWEr
‘This spectacular mural wallpaper shows 
largescale peonies in a variety of colours 
with an ornate, wooden gilded panel in 
front, to create the impression of a vintage 
manor garden,’ says Stefan Ormenisan 
director of Mind The Gap. ‘Our eco-friendly 
wallpaper uses non-toxic inks with low 
chemical emissions and a much lower 
impact on the environment.’ The Imperial 
Flora wallpaper mural, £175 for three rolls, 
Mind The Gap, mindtheg.com. Buy it with the   
Ownable app

DIY DÉCOr 
‘Decorative moulding is a brilliant, easy and 
cheap way of creating panels to add interest to 
an otherwise blank space,’ says Instagrammer 
Bianca Hall of @frenchforpineapple. ‘It’s much 
cheaper than artwork and keeps the space 
calm.’ Bianca used pre-primed decorative 
moulding from Love Skirting, an electric mitre 
saw, strong instant grab moulding adhesive 
and decorator’s caulk. ‘Draw your design out on 
paper first to help visualise and get an idea of 
measurements. And order extra moulding to 
allow for cutting errors.’ Walls painted in Regal 
Select Matte Navajo White, £23 per 0.94l, 
Benjamin Moore, benjaminmoorepaint.co.uk. 
Buy it with the Ownable app
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BOWL OVER
For just £2 a pop, you’ll  
be bowled over by the  

pretty spring prints and  
mix-and-match pastel 

hues of these new bowls.  
Rush to your nearest  

Flying Tiger 
Copenhagen 

store now 

PALMED OFF
The botanical mood still has us gripped, 
but it’s time for a summer 2020 update. 

Exhibit A: a modern palm tree print in 
feelgood, sugary hues. Framed palm tree 

views print 30cm x 40cm, £65, French 
Connection, frenchconnection.com.  

Buy it with the Ownable app

ROUND 
HOUSE
Rattan isn’t going 
anywhere soon and 
this round shelf is 
elegant with just the 
right amount of boho. 
An instant room updater.
Round rattan shelf,  
£85, Rockett St George, 
rockettstgeorge.co.uk. Buy 
it with the Ownable app

CLEAR THE DECKS
There’s nothing we don’t love about this 

borosilicate glass tea set: the barely-there, 
fluted silhouette, tough-as-nails material and cool 

price tag. A clear winner…
From £7.99 for a borosilicate glass 

mug, Zara Home, zarahome.com. 
Buy it with the Ownable app

CAFÉ CULTURE
Get the coolest coffee 

shop vibe with Typhoon’s 

new pastel cups, pots and 

café kit, including this 

gorgeous pink and grey 

espresso maker. Launching 

soon … Typhoon Café 

Concept espresso maker, 

£16.50, Amazon,  

amazon.co.uk

PILLOW TALK 
We’re dreaming of warmer 
months thanks to this heavenly 
scented pillow mist. Our  
dream payday splurge. 
Lavender & Musk Pillow  
Mist, £25, Jo Malone,  
jomalone.co.uk. Buy it with  
the Ownable app

PINK 
POWER

Pens down! This 
neon-pink planter is 
perfect for pimping 

up your outdoor space 
now the winter season is 
done and dusted.  Round 

cactus outdoor planter, £25, 
Matalan, matalan.co.uk. 

Buy it with the 
Ownable app
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BRIGHT IDEA
Look on the bright side, 
if you can’t 
afford one  
of Andrew 
Martin’s hip 
neons for the 
wall, his vibrant 
artwork has just 
been reworked 
into these 
fabulous, purse-
friendly cushions. 
Neon cushion, £49,  
Andrew Martin, 
andrewmartin.
co.uk. Buy it with 
the Ownable app

TRUE 
BLUE
Refresh your 
alfresco dining 
kit with these 
recycled metal 
side tables in 
two shades of 
blue. Time to do 
a sun dance. 
JAMY two-tone 
recycled metal 
side tables (x2), 
£45.50, Maisons 
du Monde, maisons 
dumonde.com. Buy it 
with the Ownable app

By LARA SARGENT

... goes bright and  
colourful for spring

MIX IT UP
Cocktail or classic 

G&T? Now you can 
have both in one hit, 

with these new, candy-
coloured hybrid gin 

liqueurs in mint 
mojito, peach bellini 
and pink cosmo. No 

mixology skills 
required…and 
will look great 
on the drinks 

trolley.
Gin liqueurs, 

£19.99 for 50cl, 
Firebox, 

firebox.com. 
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

ROUND OFF
There’s something 
oh-so touchable 
about these pebble-
smooth, natural pine 
and marble candle 
holders. Buy one 
for a tenner or 
treat yourself to  
all three. Lisian 

candle holder, 
£10, La Redoute, 

laredoute.co.uk. 
Buy it with the 
Ownable app
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THIS WEEK: THE boyS gET playful WITH 
dESIgn IdEaS for cHIldrEn’S roomS...

Kidding 
around

2lg STudIo, aKa RUSSELL 
WHITEHEAD and jORDAN 

CLUROE, dIagnoSE your  
dESIgn dIlEmmaS

The House Doctors
Got a question for russell and Jordan? email 2LG@mETRO.CO.Uk

SLEEp SANCTUARy
Feel at home. Lifetime Lake 
House 2 Kids’ Bed, £1,895, 
Cuckooland, cuckooland.com. 
Buy it with the Ownable app

HEAD IN  
THE CLOUDS
This monochrome 
organic cloud bed 
linen looks pretty 
cool and will suit 
any age. Scandi 
Cloud bedding set, 
£25, Debenhams, 
debenhams.com. 
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

GREEN  
DAyS
A colourful chair will 
have big impact – 
avoid pastels and 
it can stay in your 
child’s room as 
they grow. Ellipse 

Armchair, £349, John 
Lewis, johnlewis.
com. Buy it with the 
Ownable app

WORk IT OUT 
Colour is genderless. This desk and 
chair set is adorable. Little Architect 
Desk, £229, Scandium, scandium.
com, Buy it with the Ownable app

w
E lovE designing 
bedrooms for kids. 
Children are brave and 
always up for some 
seriously fun décor ideas. 

We don’t have children ourselves, but  
we have plenty of nieces, nephews  
and godchildren and we’ve also designed 
many a nursery. So, this week we are 
talking kids’ rooms: how to  
get them right and, more 
importantly, how to ensure 
they stand the test of time.

my son is nine and has 
grown out of his 
dinosaur-themed 
room. Now it seems 
he’s into space ships, 
but I don’t want to 
spend a fortune again 
on another short-lived 
fad. Any ideas?

Jimmy

Avoid themes as they date so 
quickly and that’s costly. And 
who says a kid’s room has to 
look babyish? Ask him what 
colours and shapes he likes. 
And find out how he wants  
his bedroom to make him feel 
– is it where he wants to play 
with his friends, or does he  
see it as a place to chill out 
and sleep? If a theme emerges, you can 
buy some artwork for the wall – or get 
him to paint something and pop it into a 
simple frame. This process could throw 
up some interesting deco ideas that you 
will both love.

We are expecting twins in the 
autumn and have just found out 
it’s a boy and a girl. Which 
colours do you think we should 
go for in the nursery? 

Leona 

Congratulations! And we wouldn’t advise 
blue for a boy and pink for a girl as that 

really is dated. Think about 
white or grey as a base and 
then go wild with some 

primary colours. We’re talking 
pops of red, blue and yellow  
– for example a red carpet, 
yellow curtains and yellow 
blind, plus a pale blue ceiling 
would all make amazing 
features in a white or pale  
grey room. Then go for  
Scandi-style furniture in pale 
washed woods. Scandiborn have 
an amazing selection to  
choose from.

Have you seen any  
cool breastfeeding 
chairs? I don’t want  
one that looks like  
joey’s reclining chair 
from Friends!

Miriam

Check out a company called 
Natural Baby Shower – their 

Gaia Baby Serena Rocking Chair will  
add a lovely contemporary look to any 
nursery. Scandiborn is also great for 
nursing chairs.

HANGING 
AROUND

This works for a 
nursery or the 
kitchen. Ferm 

Living ABC Wall 
Deco, £78.95, 
Scandiborn, 
scandiborn.

co.uk. Buy it with 
the Ownable app

n 2lgstudio.com
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What’s on offer...
A sucker for A bArgAin? we’ve got some greAt metro deAls...

n While homeowners love to invest in furniture 
and fancy paint schemes, there is one home 
improvement hack that can add oodles of kerb 
appeal as well as potentially adding value to 
your property. Whether it is visitors or potential 
buyers, one of the first things anyone notices 
about a property is the windows, whether they 
realise or not. New windows will have a 
dramatic effect on a property’s looks – 
propelling it to being one of the best on the 
street. Poor windows that are not in keeping 

with a period property’s age can ruin the 
character that is so sought after in london. Just 
look at any street in the capital and the houses 
with cheap plastic or aluminium windows stand 
out immediately – for all the wrong reasons. 
When replacing windows on a period property 
choose a trusted expert like Ayrton. This British 
company has years of experience in designing, 
manufacturing and expertly installing the right 
doors and windows for london homes – making 
sure to keep the original character and enhance 

the value of your property. Ayrton perfectly 
replicates original doors and windows while 
bringing all the modern benefits of quality heat 
and sound insulation. This comes as standard 
with insurance-backed locks and security glass 
as an added option. For a free home design, call 
020 8877 8920, see ayrtonbespoke.com or visit 
the showrooms in Crouch end, Wandsworth or 
Dulwich. For a 15 per cent discount, quote 
AYRM1003. Offer until March 31, 2020. 
Guarantees of up to 30 years included.

GOOD LOOKS AND SECURITY WITH AYRTON WINDOWS

reAder Promotion
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UP TO 20% OFF STYLISH PIECES 
IN WILLOW & HALL SPRING SALE

n Forget fast fads and throwaway furniture – 
Willow & Hall is a master of handcrafted 
products that will last for years to come. this 
stalwart of quality furniture has made quite a 
name for itself, with everything made using 
traditional techniques here in Britain. the best 
bit is Willow & Hall’s stylish products won’t 
break the bank, with affordable prices that 
make them a no-brainer. With Willow & Hall’s 
spring sale everything is even better value – 
there is now up to 20 per cent off. What’s more, 
customers can fully personalise these beautiful 
pieces to match any interior style. Choose from 
a curated edit of more than 200 fabrics, from a 
handpicked selection of quality seat cushions 
and, if purchasing a sofa bed, from three luxury 
mattresses; open sprung, pocket sprung and 
memory foam. Willow & Hall’s sturdy designs 
come with a 25-year wood frame guarantee 
and all pieces are delivered within four to five 
weeks. Willow & Hall even offers a 14 day 
returns policy. Discover their range of furniture 
at willowandhall.co.uk, call on 020 8939 3800 
or visit the London showroom in person or via a 
live video appointment.

£500 OFF THIS FAbULOUS 
DESIGNER OUTDOOR SET
n tHe Madrid eight-seater is a new addition to 
out & out’s impressive range but it is already a 
firm favourite. this fabulous designer set is 
made for entertaining, with room for a 
spontaneous al fresco dinner party or Sunday 
lunch for the family in the great British 
summertime. Maintenance should be as simple 
as a glass of wine with friends, and the Madrid 
doesn’t disappoint – this set is maintenance 
free so everyone can spend more time enjoying 
and less time having to take care of it. the 
table is made from aluminium, so it is strong 
but also light. the eight rattan armchairs come 
with cushions for extra comfort and are also 
stackable so easy storage for winter. A key 
feature of this set is the country classic table 
design which is both strong, generous and 
brings a warmth through the synthetic 
polywood table top. For your added peace of 
mind, the Madrid dining set is also provided 
with a one-year manufacturer’s warranty. 
Normally £999, this set is now available at an 
incredible £499. to receive the £500 discount 
quote code MeMAr20A at outandout.com 
checkout before April 10, 2020 or call 02037 
728752. Delivery not included.

n SOMeTiMeS the biggest improvements in the 
home can be the simplest. Quartzize worktops 
are a clever, fuss-free way to create your dream 
kitchen, whether you want a more inspiring 
environment for creating meals or an attractive 
place for eating and entertaining. Quartzize’s 
beautiful quartz-stone product overlays your 
existing work surfaces, so that disruption is 

minimised as well as damage to walls and 
existing wall tiles caused by removing the 
existing worktop. Quartzize is engineered to fit 
precisely over an existing worktop, leaving a 
long-lasting, high quality finish. it is 
professionally installed, with all the rubbish 
removed, and the best bit is that your kitchen is 
fully functional within a day, with little or no 

mess. Choose from a range of 15 different 
colours to match and enhance the kitchen. Then 
let the skilled professionals do the rest, 
providing you with a dazzling new look simply 
and easily. Quartzize is offering free fitting 
exclusively to all Metro readers, an amazing 
saving of up to £250. Call 0800 802 1792 now 
for a free quotation or visit quartzize.co.uk

HAVE YOUR KITCHEN WORKTOPS TRANSFORMED IN A DAY


