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EAGER TO CHEESE

A BRUTALIST 1960S TOWER 
BLOCK BUILT BY ERNŐ 
GOLDFINGER IS BEING 
GIVEN 21ST-CENTURY

RELEVANCE.  
JO KNOWSLEY  

TAKES A TOUR

W
HEN Ernő 
Goldfinger 
built Balfron 
Tower in east 
London in 

1967, he encapsulated the post-war 
theme of creating residential ‘streets 
in the sky’. But, unlike many other 

high-rise blocks of the era which have 
long-since crumbled, Goldfinger’s 
vision has stood the test of time.

Today, the 25-storey block is 
undergoing a two-year redevelopment 
by Londonewcastle and award-
winning architects Studio Egret West 
(SEW) and Ab Rogers Design (ARD), to 

adapt the 146 apartments for a more 
modern way of living. 

The scheme is due to be completed 
in summer next year.

Made of cast and poured concrete, 
Balfron Tower still dominates the 
urban landscape of the Brownfield 
Estate in Poplar, and is now a Grade 

II*-listed brutalist landmark. ‘The 
greatest challenge was to make the 
apartments relevant to today’s             
living without losing the integrity            
of Goldfinger’s designs,’ says Ab 
Rogers, of ARD. 

‘But changes in building regulations 
gave us more freedom than he had              

in how we could liberate space and 
add style.’ 

The lofty nine-storey service tower, 
once filled with utilities and boiler 
rooms, has been re-invented so that 
each floor has a recreational function: 

Continued on: Page 4 » 

NEW FOR OLD G FINGER

Michel Roux Jr on why the humble 
cheeseboard is a festive essential
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‘We’re looking 
forward to our 
first Christmas 
in our own home’

A FOUR-BED GATED DEVELOPMENT GIVES THIS 
COUPLE ROOM TO GROW, SAYS ANDREA DEAN

Purchase price for a 
three-bedroom house 
at London Square 
Tadworth Gardens: 
£499,950
5% deposit: £24,997 
20 per cent Help to Buy 
loan: £99,990
Mortgage: £1,487pcm
Service charge: £17pcm 
TOTAL MONTHLY 
SPEND: £1,504

DO THE 
MATHS

E
ARLIER this year, Aneta Pietraszek 
and James Carter moved from a 
rented flat in Docklands to their own 
first home in Orpington. Size, open 
space and a door-to-desk commute of 

less than an hour to central London were the 
top priorities for recruitment advisor Aneta, 27, 
and James, a 25-year-old investment analyst. 

Using London Help to Buy, they bought a four-
bed house with a garden at London Square 
Orpington, a gated community of apartments 
and houses sitting in more than six acres of 
grounds. ‘Having lived near Canary Wharf for 
three years, we knew we wanted more space 
and a greener setting,’ says Aneta. ‘We are 
getting married in July and hope to start a 
family in the not-too-distant future. Compared 
to a large number of developments we explored, 
London Square Orpington was, without doubt, 
the most attractive. It feels ideal for families, 
and our house was finished to a high standard.’

London Help to Buy is a state-backed scheme 
which provides purchasers with an equity loan 
of as much as 40 per cent of the value of a new-
build costing up to £600,000. Buyers only 
require a five per cent deposit. The loan is 
interest-free for five years and repaid when the 
property is sold. Outside London, the maximum 
advance is 20 per cent. Lower regional price 
caps are being introduced in April 2021.

The pair were both very impressed with the 
service they received from London Square, as 
Aneta explains: ‘Whilst the process of buying a 
home could never be described as painless, we 

felt hugely supported throughout. The sales 
team are warm, friendly and very helpful, 
which minimised the stress and, post-
completion, the customer care team are always 
on hand to deal with any issues.’

Aneta and James are pleased to report that 
life in Orpington is even better than they’d 
imagined. ‘The location is ideal with the fast 
trains making London so accessible,’ adds 
Aneta. ‘We like that the development is gated, 
providing added security, love the high 
specification of the property and are also 
relieved to have two parking spaces. Our biggest 
surprise is how much we enjoy the local area. It 
has a community feel which is absent when 
living in the city. We are now looking forward to 
spending our first Christmas in our new home.’

London Square Orpington is close to the Kent 
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
only 16 minutes by train to London Bridge. 

More than 80 per cent of the one to five-bed 
homes have now sold, and four and five-bed 
houses are currently available. Prices start from 
£635,000 for a four-bed with open-plan kitchen 
and dining area, a separate living room with 
doors to a private garden, a master bedroom 
suite with balcony and a second bedroom on 
the first floor and a bedroom suite plus a 
further bedroom on the second floor. 

Help to Buy is offered on family houses at 
another commuter belt development, London 
Square Tadworth Gardens near Epsom, where 
three-bedroom homes start from £499,950, 
londonsquare.co.uk.

Family 
homes: Help 

to Buy is 
offered on 

commutable 
homes at 

London 
Square 

Tadworth 
Gardens, 

near Epsom

FIRST-TIME BUYER

HOUSE HUNTER 

GRATTON CHASE, DUNSFOLD 
GU8, from £400,000. Buyers of 
two, three or four-bed homes 
recommended by a friend get 
£2,000 towards costs (plus the 
friend gets £2,000 of John Lewis 
vouchers). vanderbilthomes.co.uk

HAYES VILLAGE, HAYES UB3, 
from £318,000. Reserve a one or 
two-bed apartment by Christmas 
Eve and Barratt London will 
contribute £16,000 towards your 
stamp duty and £10,000 in home 
upgrades. barratthomes.co.uk

ROYAL ALBERT WHARF, ROYAL 
DOCKS E16, from £108,750 for 
a 25% share of £435,000. 
Notting Hill Genesis hosts a 
festival here on Saturday. Two 
and three-bed shared ownership 
flats available. nhgsales.com

Community feel: James 
and Aneta love their new 

neighbourhood 
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Show time: The show flat, above; 
an enclosed balcony with listed 
concrete planters, right; the 
kitchen (below), refreshed with 
contemporary living in mind

‘We had more freedom than Goldfinger’

including cooking, yoga, table-tennis, 
music, a library, a gym and a cinema.  

A new rooftop garden will provide 
hydroponic growing towers where 
residents can produce edible 
plants, and there is 
holistically designed 
circular seating. At 
ground level the 
landscaping will 
provide gardens with              
a public square at           
its heart. 

In keeping with the 
modern desire for a 
greener existence, the 
subterranean car park has been 
redesigned to create plenty of room 
for bikes, rather than just cars. 

There are 12 landings and each is 
clad in its own historically hued tile. 
The tiles are recreated to mimic the 
originals and are made by the same 
company, Johnson Tiles. Goldfinger 
graded the colours of each landing to 
become darker the nearer you got to 

the sun. On the ground floor the tiles 
are white; by the time you reach the 
top floor they are midnight blue. There 
are a raft of different, vibrant colours 
in between.

Inside, the one, two, three and four-
bedroom apartments are accessed by 
a set of concrete corridors or galleries 
– with triple-glazed windows, rather 
like the arrow slits in a castle. They 
run from the lifts in the tower and 
have been re-clad in polished concrete, 
stainless steel and birch plywood. 

Goldfinger and his wife, 
Ursula, famously lived in 

the tower themselves 
for three months, in 
apartment 130 – 
which will be one of 
six ‘heritage’ flats 
where the internal 
layout remains 
unaltered. But the 

remaining 140 have 
been redesigned to 

have open-plan living 
areas. Floor-to-ceiling Crittall 

windows mean each apartment is 
light and airy and offers expansive 
views across London. The large, 
enclosed balconies, with listed 
concrete planters – part of Goldfinger’s 
original design – function as an 
additional summer room. 

The ARD approach is sharp and 
crisp, with shelving and cabinetry in 

Windows on the world: The views 
from Balfron Tower, left,  

are breathtaking 

the kitchen, Corian worktops, 
Marmoleum flooring and, in some 
apartments, a high-level breakfast 
bar-style island. Oversized bathroom 
tiles are twinned with bold ceiling 
stoneware. In the living room, fitted 
metal lamps and bespoke side tables 
have been made by the Goldfinger 
Factory – established in 2013 to make 
bespoke furniture based upon the 
architect’s principles. 

Interior architecture is by SEW and 
ARD and interior design by 2LG Studio. 
In the two-bedroom show flat I visited, 
you walk downstairs from the front 
door, past walls lined with gleaming 
silver wallpaper. The living room 
furniture is spartan, yet stylish. 

The kitchen has a terrazzo 
splashback and the bedrooms are 
decked out in pastel velvet. It all feels 
gloriously Clockwork Orange, though 
with modern touches like heated 
towel rails and underfloor heating.

So what would Ernő Goldfinger think 
of the makeover?

The architect, whose other famous 
creations include the brutalist Trellick 
Tower in west London, was 
notoriously humourless. Indeed, he 
took legal action when James Bond 
author Ian Fleming borrowed his 
name and gave it to his most famous 

show Ernő Goldfinger around, if he 
was still about. 

I am sure he’d have something to 
say about someone tinkering with this 
iconic building. But I think he would 
understand – and maybe even 
appreciate – what we have done.’

 Prices for a one-bedroom 
apartment are from £365,000, 

balfrontower.com

arch-villain. Goldfinger’s plans to build 
his own home in Willow Road, 
Hampstead, had originally drawn the 
author’s ire, as it meant knocking 
down some cottages.

But Ab believes he might well give 
his tacit approval to the project. ‘The 
building still has Goldfinger’s brutalist 
power, but inside there is a new 
warmth and a nod to contemporary 
style,’ he says. ‘I would be happy to 

Nod to the past: The interior  
reflects the building’s brutalist 
design by Goldfinger, above 

From: Page 1 » 
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‘It was built in 1708, the 
floor sloped 18 inches’

JOHN 
SWANNELL 

MY FIRST
HOME

ARGUABLY less glitzy than 
Hampstead, Highgate village is 
still packed with A-list celebs, 
alive and dead – Karl Marx is 
buried at Highgate Cemetery. 
Highgate village out-leafs even 
the leafiest of London areas, 
with huge areas of green space 
and Hampstead Heath on your 
doorstep. It is packed with 
gastro joints and traditional 
pubs. If you can afford it, this 
really is one of London’s most 
desirable places to live. Most  
of the sales in Highgate over  
the past year were flats, which 
sold for an average price of 
£662,094. Terraced properties 
had an average sold price of 
£1,247,739 and semi-detached 
homes averaged £2,043,750. 
Highgate has an overall average 
price of £1,049,445 according to 
rightmove.co.uk.

AREA GUIDE:  
HIGHGATE

VILLAGE

J
OHN Swannell is one of the 
biggest names in British 
photography in a career 
spanning four decades. He  
has travelled the world 

photographing landscapes and famous 
people, from the Queen and Princess 
Diana to a naked Helena Bonham 
Carter with a huge fish. John is 
showing his work in 40 Years On, a  
ten-day exhibition at Clarendon Fine 
Art, Hampstead.

When did you buy your  
first home?
I was 26 and bought in Highgate 
village in the 1970s. It was £14,500,  
a three-bed apartment above a 
hairdresser. Highgate was on the road 
into London so the houses are very 
old. My flat was built in 1708 and the 
master bedroom sloped down 18 
inches from one side to the other. 

Did it seem cheap?
It seems cheap now. I have always 
liked older buildings so I loved the 
quirkiness and traditional feel. I have 
always collected Victorian paintings 
so they fitted really nicely.

What did you do with it?
I sanded all the floors and took stuff 
off the wall to reveal the old panelling. 
It ended up a bit shabby chic, I guess. 
There was an old marble fireplace. 
When my second wife’s brother came 
over he thought it was the bee’s knees. 
He said I was mad to sell it. 

Was he right?
No, we had a big family and needed 
something bigger with a big garden.

Was it easy to buy then? 
It was too easy. I was a freelancer, and 
hadn’t been working for too long but 

still got a mortgage easily. Today it is 
difficult. People live at home at over 
30. Kids can’t get a place and have to 
rent – and that’s too high, too.

Where did you go to then?
I moved to another leafy part of 
Highgate. I bought the upper-
ground floor, stayed there for 23 
years and bought the basement 
and the first floor as well. It was 
like a castle. From there, I 
bought one of the oldest  
houses in Highgate village, 
built in 1678. I then bought  
a house in the Lake District 
that I still have.

Do you need to be based 
in London?
Yes. I have accumulated loads 
of frames from exhibitions 
over the years and a few 
years ago I bought a garage in 
Highgate to store them. It cost 
three times more than my 
first flat; £50,000. Bizarre. 
  clarendonfineart.com

INTERVIEW BY                          
   OLIVER STALLWOOD

Lucky buyer: John bought his first  
 flat for just £14,500

MY FIRST HOME

BUT THE PHOTOGRAPHER LOVED THE QUIRKS OF HIS HIGHGATE FLAT

PHOTO: GETTY
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PROPERTY LADDER

EVEN CROSSRAIL’S DELAYED ARRIVAL CAN’T HALT THE MARCH OF 
PROGRESS IN THIS EAST LONDON ENCLAVE, SAYS ANDREA DEAN

Whitechapel
 Stylish: White + Green  
 in Vallance Road 

Diverse:  
There is a 
broad variety 
of properties, 
ranging from 
Victorian 
terrace to 
new builds

SCHOOLS AND PROFILE SUPPLIED BY  
ZOOPLA.CO.UK

 Bit of a Blur:  Damon  
 Albarn was born here 

SETTING THE SCENE
OVER the years, Whitechapel 
has witnessed extreme 
poverty, waves of immigration 
and some of London’s most 
notorious crimes: Jack the 
Ripper murdered five 
prostitutes here in 1888 while 
Ronnie Kray shot dead rival 
gang member George Cornell 
at The Blind Beggar pub in 
1966. Although parts are still 
deprived, it’s home to a shiny 

new hospital and a world-
class university, has excellent 
transport links and is entering 
a new chapter. ‘Whitechapel is 
benefiting from significant 
regeneration, with the 
Crossrail station being the 
linchpin,’ explains Andrew 
Phillips of Foxtons. ‘There are 
many residential property 
builds, and the fabric of the 
area is changing significantly.’

FIRST RUNG
£375,000 
Foxtons, foxtons.co.uk 
This one-bed ground-
floor conversion is 
conveniently located 
on the doorstep of 
the City. All rooms 
open off the hall,  
and there’s a large 
living room, separate 
kitchen, big bedroom 
and a shower room.

VITAL STATISTICS

SNOOPING AROUND
PROPERTIES include Georgian 
townhouses, Victorian terraces, 
warehouse conversions, social 
housing and new developments. 
By 2025, local borough Tower 
Hamlets aims to deliver 3,500  
new homes, many of which will be 
affordable. ‘Purchasers are mostly 

first-time buyers working in  
the City or tech and buy-to-let 
investors, but not many families,’ 
says Martin Press of Victorstone. 
‘There are lots of ex-local 
authority flats, priced from 
£300,000 for a one-bed, and 
£375,000 for a two-bed.’

RENT 
REPORT 

‘Tenants are typically 
young professional couples 
and sharers working in the 

City. Apartments in new build 
blocks are very popular, but so 
are units in converted period 
buildings. Average rent for a 

two-bed is £2,000 pcm,’ 
says Thomas Street of 

Winkworth

LUXURY HOME
£1.35MILLION 
Victorstone,  
victorstone.co.uk 
A rare-to-market Grade 
II-listed Georgian 
townhouse, in need of 
modernisation. Many 
original features – 
among them sash 
windows, shutters  
and fireplaces – have 
been retained.

THE average property in Whitechapel is currently valued 
at £752.429, according to Zoopla.co.uk

£725,000 
William Rose,  
william-rose.com 
On the lower-ground 
and ground floors of a 
converted art deco 
building, this two-bed, 
two-bath duplex  
is packed with  
period charm and  
has a large, all-in-one 
kitchen/living  
room and original 
wooden floors.

AVERAGE FOR WHITECHAPEL

THIS WEEK
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Council tax: (Band D) 
££1,340.18
Commuting time to  
Zone 1: 5 mins to 
Liverpool Street
Annual Travelcard cost: 
£1,404
Amenities: 
Sainsbury’s Superstore, 
Asda; Whitechapel Market 
held Monday-Saturday on 
Whitechapel Road for 
food, clothes, household 
goods and more; 
Genesis independent 
cinema; Grade II-
listed Wilton’s Music 
Hall is now a 
performing arts 
theatre; 
contemporary 
art at 
Whitechapel 
Gallery; 
Royal 
London 
Hospital 
Museum; 
Whitechapel 
Sports Centre 
Open space: 

 
Vallance Road 
Gardens; Altab 

Ali Park; Ropewalk 
Gardens
Schools: GCSE 
results are slightly above 
average; all state 
primaries judged as 
outstanding or good by 
Ofsted; Bishop Challoner 
Girls’ is an outstanding 
secondary 
Crime:   
Above average
Who lives there?  

Growing numbers of 
professional first-
time buyers
 who love the 
proximity to the 
Square Mile and 
Canary Wharf

Famous 
faces: 
Damon 
Albarn  
and  
Ashley 
Cole  
were both  
born in 
Whitechapel

White + Green, from Higgins Homes, 
has 144 homes – a mix of studios, one, 
two and three-bed apartments – across 
four buildings arranged around a 
central piazza. Stylish living spaces 
incorporate high-spec touches such as 
composite stone kitchen worktops and 
rainwater showers, and there’s two 
communal roof terraces. Studios are 
from £399,500, higginshomes.co.uk.

Sandon Court is a gated development 
close to the City with eight apartments, 
from studios to a three-bed penthouse 
with Miele and Siemens appliances. 
From £375,000, Savills, savills.co.uk.

On January 7 Mount Anvil is launching 
The Georgette South, a new phase at 
The Silk District, a sizeable scheme 
moments from the Crossrail station. 
The studios, one, two and three-beds 
start from £467,000, mountanvil.com.

One to three-bed apartments are 
available for shared ownership at 
Islington & Shoreditch Housing 
Association’s Union Yard. With fitted 
kitchens, they start at £115,000 for a 25 
per cent share of £460,000, through 
Property Booking, propertybooking.co.
uk. Londonewcastle has planning 
permission for Whitechapel Estate, a 
regeneration project including 335 new 
homes and a pedestrianised green link 
between Whitechapel High Street and 
Commercial Road, londonewcastle.com.

WHAT’S NEW

WHITECHAPEL

The Royal
London

Hospital

Rope
Walk

Gardens

Vallance
Gardens

Altab
Ali Park

Whitechapel

Shadwell

7
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LOCATED between Golders Green, 
the North Circular and Hampstead 
Garden Suburb, Temple Fortune derives 
its name from the Knights Templar, a 
crusading Catholic military order which 
once owned land locally. Boasting a 
long parade of shops – including kosher 
bakeries and Waitrose – the area also 
has decent transport links. ‘Most 
properties are early Edwardian through 
to 1920s houses,’ says Mark Sumray of 
Dexters. ‘First-time buyers like this 
area’s good value for money, and it’s 
popular with families who want to be 
near great schools and green spaces. 
One-bedroom apartments start from 
£300,000, and three/four-bedroom 
houses from £700,000.’

Good value: 
Temple Fortune

High spec: An 
immaculate 
ground floor 
flat with high 
ceilings, a new 
kitchen, and a 
private garden 
in a converted 
house.  
Winkworth, 
winkworth.
co.uk 

THE rural feel of this small village 
belies its location a couple of miles 
from Bedford, and residents on the 
outskirts can walk to the station. Its 
historic core has many 17th and 18th-
century stone and timber-framed, 
listed buildings, often with views over 
countryside, and there’s also an 
ancient church, a village green, pond, 
thatched pub and a primary school, 
plus loads of community spirit. 
‘Biddenham is the closest village to the 
town, made up of the original part and 
Deep Spinney, built in the early 1990s,’ 
says Nick Kier of Lane & Holmes. 
‘Prices range from £230,000 for a two-
bed terrace in Deep Spinney to £1.5-
£2m for a big, old Rectory-type house.’

ANDREA DEAN

Kicker: Xxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Peaceful plot: 
This detached house 
in a cul-de-sac has 
three bathrooms, a 
sitting room, dining 
room, kitchen/
breakfast room, 
utility, conservatory, 
study and a  
double garage.
Urban & Rural, 
urbanandrural.com

THIS WEEK, WITH £700,000 TO SPEND, WOULD YOU CHOOSE TEMPLE FORTUNE OR BIDDENHAM?

TEMPLE FORTUNE
2-BED APARTMENT

£699,950

town country

COMMUTE TIME:  
14 mins from Golders 
Green to King’s Cross St 
Pancras
COMMUTE COST:  
Annual Travelcard 
£1,648
PRICE PER  
SQ FT:  
£942

BIDDENHAM
FIVE-BED HOUSE

£700,000

COMMUTE 
TIME (ZONE 1 ):  

38 mins from  
Bedford to St Pancras 

International
COMMUTE COST:  

Annual Season Ticket £6,488
PRICE PER SQ FT: 323

Well-designed and move-in ready, this bijou 
home would make a fantastic pied-à-terre or 
first purchase. It is on the ground floor of a 
newly converted small block on a quiet road, 
only a few minutes’ walk from Golders Green’s 
Northern Line station and from local shops on 
Finchley Road. Consists of a combined living 
room/bedroom, a white gloss kitchen, luxury 
shower room and private garden accessed via 
French windows. Has an off-street parking space.

TEMPLE FORTUNE
Studio flat, £325,000, Hausman & 
Holmes, hausmanandholmes.com

...OR WHY NOT GET 2 FOR THE PRICE OF 1?

This extended period cottage is in a no through 
road on the edge of the village, and enjoys 
beautiful countryside views. The ground floor 
consists of an entrance hall, cloakroom, 
kitchen, a large, well-lit living room and a dining 
room. Upstairs are two double bedrooms – one 
with an en suite – and a bathroom, though the 
layout could be reworked to add a third 
bedroom. There’s also a garage, an outbuilding 
and a pretty garden.

BIDDENHAM
Two-bed house, £375,000, Goodacres, 
goodacresresidential.co.uk

TOTAL SPEND 
£700,000

ANDREA DEAN
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T
HE cheeseboard is one of 
the most important parts of 
the festive feast, says 
celebrity chef Michel Roux 
Jnr. And as a member of the  

Roux family dynasty, with two 
Michelin stars to his name, the 
patron of London’s Le Gavroche  
restaurant knows a thing or two 

about fromage. ‘As a proud 
Frenchman, I’d be lying if I said I 
didn’t look forward to a festive 
cheeseboard,’ says Michel. 

‘This course is as important as 
any other on the Christmas menu 
and much care and attention should 
be taken preparing and choosing 
the cheese. And when you have an 

abundance of choice, as you do at 
Christmas, it has to look good, too. 
So when you feel as stuffed as the 
turkey after the main course, it’s 
nice to put in the extra effort to 
make food look enticing enough  
to be worth that second helping.  
Or third…’

Michel believes the cheese is the 

bonding part of the meal. ‘What I 
also love about cheeseboards is the 
conversation that comes with them 
– as the meal is coming to the end, 
you will find that everyone is 
generally relaxed and that the 
conversation is flowing.

‘Presenting an impressive but 
paired-down selection of cheese 

gives the group the chance to bond 
and naturally interesting 
conversation often ensues. 

‘Spending this quality time to 
catch-up with friends and family is 
important to me, especially around 
this time of year. The eternal 

MICHEL ROUX JR TELLS  
SARAH EWING HOW TO 
CREATE THE PERFECT 
FESTIVE CHEESEBOARD
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Brilliant gifts for a budget  
of less than £20

TWENTY’S PLENTY
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The boardgame
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in association with Halifax Home Insurance

» From Page 11

debate of course is should you serve 
cheese before or after dessert. 

‘I think it’s best served after dessert 
because you can linger at the table 
with a good bottle of port.’ 

Here is Michel’s personal guide to 
putting together the best festive 
cheeseboard possible... 
 
Reduce the amount of choice 
and increase the quality 
‘I rarely have more than three 
different cheeses on offer. They are 
great lavish chunks because I think 
Christmas is about generosity as well, 
so serve three big pieces rather than 
six or seven different types. 

‘Despite it being a seasonal favourite 
of many, I’m not a huge fan of cheese 
that’s got stuff added to it, like 
Wensleydale with cranberries. And 
don’t include a goat’s cheese – even 
though I like them, it’s out of season 
at this time of year.

‘Serve your cheese on a great big 
slab of something natural like olive 
tree wood, granite or marble. Never 
ever slate! I hate the horrible noise it 
makes when you cut into it and it’s 
also really bad for your knife.’ 

1. BEAUVALE: ‘You’ve got to have a blue cheese. I 
am going a bit leftfield and, rather than a Stilton, 
I’ve picked a Beauvale. It’s extraordinarily good, 
similar to a gorgonzola, with a creamy, rich texture 
and the wonderful zingy acidity and depth of blue 
cheese flavour. It works really well with Christmas 
flavours, so you can drizzle on a little bit of honey 
or even eat it with gingerbread.’

ESSENTIAL EXTRAS:

HONEY
A nice floral honey,  
such as a summer 
blossom honey or a 
saffron honey. Drizzle 
over a slice of cheese, 
especially the Beauvale 
– it makes it a bit more 
extravagant and works 
really well.

DRIED GRAPES
Not fresh grapes, but 
dried Muscat grapes for 
a little bit of sweetness.

CHUTNEYS
The contrasting sweetness and sharp nature 
is good. I wouldn’t choose a mango chutney 
but something with dried fruit, such as 
prunes or apricots. If you’re making your 
own, a day or two 
beforehand, dunk the 
fruit in some tea with 
Christmas spice like 
cloves. And if you’re 
feeling a bit ‘adult’, you 
could use a splash of 
whisky or brandy.

MY TOP THREE CHEESE CHOICES:

BREAD
Have a lovely quality bread and keep it 
out throughout your meal, like the French 
do – unlike in many English-speaking 
countries where the bread basket 
disappears once the starter is served.  
A lightly toasted bread is also great.

 Brie encounter:  
 Michel says that  

 cheese should be  
 served after dessert 

2. VACHERIN: ‘Christmas just wouldn’t be 
Christmas for me without a Vacherin. It is a 
soft, runny, full-bodied and slightly acidic 
cheese made from cow’s milk, which is  
served in its little box with a spoon. You  
don’t cut it with a knife, you dig into it with 
a spoon, like you are digging a moat for a 
sandcastle.’

3. AN AGED COMTÉ: ‘This is a rich, buttery semi-
hard cheese made from unpasteurised cow’s milk, 
in the Franche-Comté region in eastern France. It 
should be around 18-months-old and it’s got to 
be made in the spring or summer months because 
the first lush grass of the year is much sweeter, 
with nutrients and flavour. With all comté cheese, 
you can ask the supplier this.’
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JUST ADD 
CHEESE...

in association with Halifax Home Insurance

LOOK SHARP
Sustainable and very stylish, 
this cheese board opens 
up to create three 
separate tiers with a 
hidden knife tray. 
Perfect gift for the 
gourmet in your life. 
Bamboo 
Cheeseboard 
with Knives, Von 
Chef, vonshef.
com £16.99. Buy 
it with the 
Ownable app

NOTHING BUTTER THE BEST
This sweet, smoky and piquant chutney is made with 
Bramley apples, cider vinegar and Madagascan vanilla 
– and blended with whisky. Cheers! Smoked  
Apple Butter For Cheese, Rosebud 
Preserves, Rosebud Preserves, 
rosebudpreserves.co.uk, £3.95. Buy  
it with the Ownable app 

PEARED TO 
PERFECTION
Prepared by hand, this traditional 
British chutney with fresh conference 
pears, plump sultanas, sweet citrus 
and warm stem ginger works wonders 
with Wensleydale as well as cold 
meats. Pear, Orange & Ginger  
Chutney, Rosebud Preserves, 
rosebudpreserves.co.uk, £3.95. Buy it 
with the Ownable app

APPLE OF THE EYE 
Combining succulent Mediterranean figs with British 
Bramley apples, this sweet refreshing combo made in 
North Wales is sure to add a touch of sunshine to your 
festive cheeseboard. Fig & Apple Chutney,  
Snowdonia Cheese Company, snowdoniacheese.co.uk, 
£2.65. Buy it with the Ownable app

DOUGH FOR IT 
This Swedish-inspired sourdough 
selection complements your cheese 
choices. Includes Charcoal & Rye, 
Spelt & Poppy Seed and the multi-
award-winning 
Original varieties. 
Crispbread 
selection box, 
Peter’s Yard, 
petersyard.com, 
£6.95. Buy it with 
the Ownable app 

WELL BREAD 
Let your guests tuck into the 
cheese with big fresh chunks of 
this country-style bread, or slice 
to lightly toast. Whichever way, it 

won’t last long. 
Pain Campagne,
Paul Bakery, 
paul-uk.com, 
£8.25, 1.2kg.  
Buy it with the 
Ownable app 

TOP  
OF THE 
POPS

Giving bread a 
swerve? Try these 

gourmet popcorn 
pouches with your fave 

cheese instead. Comes in Goat’s 
Cheese & Black Pepper and 
Camembert flavours. 
Savoury popcorn, Joe & Sephs, 
joeandsephs.co.uk, £4. Buy it with 
the Ownable app 

BEE GOOD
This limited-edition raw honey is produced in 
mainland Greece by artisan beekeepers who 
move the hives seasonally to give the bees 
access to different herbs and flora.  
Drizzle over  
your favourite 
fromage or eat 
with a spoon. 
Odysea’s Greek 
Spring Blossom 
Raw Honey, 
Odysea,  
odysea.com, 
£5.99.   
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

SWEET TREAT
This thick and melting creamed honey  
from the pollution-free zone is mixed  
with sea salt crystals to create an  
irresistible sweet and 
sour flavour  
combination to 
complement  
your cheese.  
Creamed Honey  
With Sea Salt,  
Paxton &  
Whitfield,  
paxtonand 
whitfield.co.uk,  
£6.25. Buy it with 
the Ownable app 

GAME, SET...
Produced from hives on the rooftops of  
some of London’s most iconic buildings,  
including the Tate and the Victoria & Albert 
Museum, add a 

touch of 
culture to your 
Christmas 
cheeseboard.   
British Spring 

Set Honey,  
The London 
Honey Co, 
abelandcole.
co.uk, £5.50.  
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

CHUTNEYS

TOP CHEESE KIT

CENTRE PIECE
This gorgeous hand-crafted 
olive wood board (above) makes 
a great sharing platter – perfect 
for presenting the Christmas 
cheese. Dress with grapes and 
let your guests drool. Olive Wood 

Board, Sous Chef, souschef.co.uk, 
£37. Buy it with the Ownable app

BOARD GAMES
This stylish set of four individual 
cheeseboards is made from 
acacia wood and held together 
with a simple leather strap. Great 
for getting stuck into the festive 
fromage. Paxton Acacia Cheese 
Board Set, Paxton and Whitfield, 
paxtonandwhitfield.co.uk, £20. 
Buy it with the Ownable app

BREAD AND CRACKERS

HONEY
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SARAH EWING TAKES HER PICK OF 
FROMAGE-FRIENDLY ACCOMPANIMENTS  
AND OH-SO STYLISH SERVING BOARDS...
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YOU DON’T NEED TO 
SPEND A FORTUNE ON 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
THIS YEAR, SAYS 
LARA SARGENT
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FOR 
LESS THAN

£20 

1 F**k Plastic: 101 Ways To Free Yourself from Plastic And 
Save the World, £9.16, Amazon, amazon.co.uk; 2 Green 
and copper cheese knife set, £12, Dibor, dibor.co.uk; 3 
PINK by NATURE pink gin gift set (3 x 5cl), £12, 
Warner’s, warnersdistillery.com; 4 Kraft desk 
calendar, £8, Paperchase, paperchase.com; 5 
Retro Bauble Cushion, £10, JD Williams, 
jdwilliams.co.uk; 6 30 Day Go Green Challenge, 
£10, Oliver Bonas, oliverbonas.com; 7 Marc de 
Champagne stocking box, £7.95, Prestat, prestat.
co.uk; 8 Striped ball eco candle, from £14, British 
Colour Standard, britishcolourstandard.com; 9 Edible 
flowers gift box, £18, Petersham Nurseries, 
petershamnurseries.com; 10 Cartwright & Butler Turkish 
Delight selection, £14, Amara, amara.com; 11 Diamond 

embossed gold decanter, £19, Dibor, dibor.co.uk; 12 
Clementine Gin Liqueur Snow Globe, £15, Marks & 
Spencer, marksandspencer.com; 13 Cocktail Lover’s 

Crackers, £20, Smith & Sinclair, smithandsinclair.
com; 14 Round Openwork golden metal tray, £19, 
Maisons du Monde, maisonsdumonde.com; 15 The 
Gin Bar by Growbar, £12, Amara, amara.com; 16 
I’m So Hungover Cookbook, £16.99, Firebox, 

firebox.com; 17 Rabitos Royale Salted Caramel 
Figs 9 pack, £12.15, Brindisa, brindisa.com; 18 

Natural Bars, from £8 each, Lucy Bee, shop.lucybee.
com; 19 Sleeping Face Sugar Pot & Lid, £18, Rockett St 
George, rockettstgeorge.co.uk; 20 Chilli Rocks!...World’s 
Hottest Chillies, £19.99, Spicentice, spicentice.com. Buy 
them now with the Ownable app.

in association with Halifax Home Insurance
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 W
E GET really excited at the 
prospect of decorating for 
Christmas, though we do 
try to adapt the things we 
already have, rather than 

buying in more. We have two Christmas 
lunches, one with family and one with 
friends. Both have very different looks – 
one is green and more classic, 
the other pink with mad 
iridescent vibes. Don’t be 
afraid to switch things 
around at home to 
change things up and to 
make your décor work 
during the season – we 
replaced one of our art 
pieces with a festive 
wreath and star. The key is 
to adapt and keep it fun!

Our dining room is pink and 
mint green, so we don’t want to 
do a traditional Christmas in red 
and gold? Help...

Soozi and Ads

A dark green monochrome 
look would be amazing, with 
lots of fresh foliage. Or for a 
more ‘festive’, less Christmas 

traditional, look, go for neon or 
iridescents, so you can use the pieces all 
year round. Our iridescent tablecloth 
[inset] was just three metres of fabric 
from a dressmaking shop, but you could 
source something similar online.

I need new chairs for my 
industrial table. We’re a 

family of four extending 
to ten, but I don’t want 
to waste money  
on chairs we  
won’t need... 

Chrissie

Benches look great and 
you can squeeze more bums 

on seats, brilliant for those 
extra Christmas guests. 
Try two wooden benches 

with a chair at each end. 
These red dining chairs [left, 
verygoodandproper.co.uk] 
would look amazing around 
an industrial-style table – 
and they actually look like 
Christmas sleighs! They 
will also add cool all  
year around.

 2lgstudio.com

THIS WEEK: JORDAN AND RUSSELL  
ON DECORATING YOUR HOME FOR  
A CHRISTMAS LUNCH TO REMEMBER

FEAST YOUR 
EYES...

2LG STUDIO, AKA RUSSELL 
WHITEHEAD AND JORDAN 

CLUROE, DIAGNOSE YOUR  
DESIGN DILEMMAS

The House Doctors
GOT A QUESTION FOR RUSSELL AND JORDAN? EMAIL 2LG@METRO.CO.UK
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STAR OF  
THE SHOW
Hang this neon star 
decoration on the 
wall for some 
instant festive 
cheer. Party neon 
star light, 
John Lewis, 
johnlewis.com, £30. 
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

STRIKE A 
LIGHT
Gold will never go 
out of fashion.
Georg Jensen 24-
karat gold-plated 
cobra candlesticks, 
set of three, John 
Lewis, johnlewis.
com, £250.  
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

TOP 
GLASS

What’s more 
festive than a 

touch of 
frosted glass? 

Pine tree gin 
glass, £10, John 

Lewis, johnlewis.
com, £10. Buy it 

with the 
Ownable app

CHEERS TO THAT
Add a little space-age 

glamour with 
iridescent 

glasses. 
Quartz 

iridescent 
wine glasses, 

Made,  
made.com, £25. 

Buy it with the  
Ownable app

HANDMADE 
These handmade, 

fun decorations 
would look 
amazing hung 
from a branch 
above a dining 
table. Spot face 

Christmas 
decoration, V&A, 

vam.ac.uk, £22.50. Buy 
it with the Ownable app



LONDON is world famous for its beautiful 
architecture, from incredible, historic museums 
and churches to its trademark rows of perfectly 
preserved Victorian terraces and town houses. 

If you are lucky enough to own one of the 
capital’s sought-after period properties, you’ll 
want to keep it like that. Fitting the right 
windows can be a minefield; get it right and the 
property’s resale is boosted and it is the best on 
the street. The wrong windows, on the other 
hand, will look completely out of place. By 

choosing a windows expert like Ayrton, you take 
the worry out of choosing the right windows 
and ensure your property looks one of the best 
on the street. 

With years of experience in designing, 
manufacturing and expertly installing the right 
doors and windows, Ayrton is trusted by 
homeowners across London to retain and revive 
the looks of their properties. 

Ayrton perfectly replicates original doors and 
windows and, as shown here, solid timber 

shutters, while bringing all the modern benefits 
of quality heat and sound insulation. Security is 
built in with insurance-backed locks and 
security glass is an added option. 

For a free home design visit call 020 8877 
8920, see ayrtonbespoke.com or visit the 
company’s knowledgeable staff at its London 
showrooms in Crouch End, Wandsworth or East 
Dulwich. For a ten per cent discount, quote 
AYRM1012. Offer until December 31st 2019. 
Guarantees of up to 30 years are included.
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WHAT’S ON OFFER...
A SUCKER FOR A BARGAIN? WE’VE GOT SOME GREAT METRO DEALS...

BREAK-INS are one of the biggest 
worries of homeowners, especially 
over the holidays when no one is at 
home. But how about a system that 
makes your home security-ready in 
minutes? ProTecht is a new smart 
home security system with a double-
barrier defence against break-ins; an 
alarm defence on windows and doors, 
supported by motion detection and 
camera technology inside the home. 
Simply plug the ProTecht system into 
the mains. The rest is wireless and 
smart activated from your phone. 
Download the app, simply follow the 
instructions and put the door and 
window sensors in place. Your home is 
protected in a matter of minutes. A 
clever and convenient night-time 
function allows you to move around 
the internal rooms, while still keeping 
the external window and door sensors 
activated. ProTecht is pet safe, 
allowing animals under 25kg to do 
what animals do without setting off 
the alarm. With smart phone access via 
the app, you can view the camera 24/7 
from anywhere in the world. Extras 
include a battery powered external 
alarm and smoke detector option.           
Visit protechtsecurity.co.uk.

DETECT 
BREAK-INS 
BEFORE THEY 
HAPPEN - £399

BEAUTIFUL LOOKS AND SECURITY WITH AYRTON WINDOWS
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GETAWAY GETAWAY

OUT OF THIS WORLD ART 
FROM TOM LOVE

THESE new prints from London-based artist 
and creative director, Tom Love, add pops of 
colour to any home and bring personality and 
style. Known for his eclectic and diverse range 
of collectables, his latest collection of 
screenprints have been launched to coincide 
with the 50th anniversary of the Moon 
Landing. Rather than focus on the historic 
American success story however, he’s chosen 
to feature the countless Soviet satellites and 
rockets launched into the stratosphere as the 
space race heated up. This striking space blue, 
neon orange and gold finished screenprint 
captures the beauty of this incredible era. Tom 
is now giving Metro readers the opportunity to 
purchase one of his high-quality prints that 
capture the Soviet Space Race. Previously only 
available to collectors, they are now available 
on bytomlove.com for a limited time. Prints 
retail at £50.

WILLOW & HALL WINTER 
SALE NOW ON 

WILLOW & Hall’s wonderful British-made 
furniture is just the ticket for keeping you 
warm, cosy and comfortable this Christmas. 
This furniture master’s wonderful pieces are 
even more affordable now in Willow & Hall’s 
winter sale – how’s that for an early Christmas 
present? There is now ten per cent off all 
designs, and, as a reader of Metro you can also 
save an exclusive extra five per cent. Just use 
the code MM181219 at the checkout by 
December 18 and if you’re looking for an item in 
time for Christmas the in stock items can be 
delivered in time if ordered by midnight 
tonight. Willow & Hall’s beautiful products are 
all handmade by skilled craftsmen and can be 
fully personalised. Choose from more than 200 
fabrics, from a handpicked selection of quality 
seat cushions and, if purchasing a sofa bed, 
from three luxury mattresses. All designs come 
with a 25-year wood frame guarantee; are 
delivered within four to five weeks for 
personalised furniture and from five days for in 
stock designs; and Willow & Hall offer a 14 day 
returns policy. Discover the range at 
willowandhall.co.uk, call on 020 8939 3800 or 
visit their London showroom in person or via a 
live video appointment.


