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check out actor Jeremy sheffield’s 
plush Water Tank penthouse

B
uying a property is one of 
life’s biggest challenges, 
whether it’s your first home 
or you want to upsize. As 
well as facing sky-high 

prices, first timers often struggle to 
save a deposit at the same time as 
paying exorbitant rent, while second 
steppers also have the stress and 
expense of selling. And of course,  
no one could have forecast the entire 

property market grinding to a halt  
due to Covid-19 – delaying sales and 
closing construction sites.

But although we’re not out of  
the woods yet, there are plenty of 
positives for homebuyers right now.

Mortgage rates are at an all-time  
low and comparison site mortgage. 
co.uk reports that 71 per cent of 
households managed to save more 
than usual during lockdown. Best of 

all, the stamp duty holiday which 
started on July 8 and runs until March 
31, 2021 means there’s no tax to pay 
when buying a home costing up to 
£500,000. This can save second-
steppers up to £15,000, and has led to 
a massive rise in demand for housing.

According to nAEA Propertymark, 
the professional body for estate 
agents, house sales in July were at a 
13-year high, and portal Zoopla says 

the average time to sell a home is 
nearly two weeks less than a year ago.

The government’s Help to Buy 
equity loan scheme has played a big 
part in getting people on the housing 
ladder but it’s not just for first-time 
buyers; nearly one in five homes sold 
through the scheme have been bought 
by people who’ve previously owned  
a home. But homeowners thinking of 
using the scheme will need to act fast.  

not only does the stamp duty holiday 
end on March 31 but from next April, 
Help to Buy loans will only be offered 
to first-time buyers. Also, there will be 
new regional price caps outside 
greater London, reducing the pool of 
eligible applicants.

Been thinking of buying a new 
home? it’s time to make your move...

IT’S  
TIME TO 
MOVE!
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A
lmoST 273,000 new 
homes have been 
bought through the 
Help to Buy equity 
loan scheme since it 

was introduced back in April 
2013. Designed to assist would-
be purchasers in climbing onto  
or up the property ladder, it 
boosts affordability by lending 
up to 20 per cent of the cost  
of a new-build priced £600,000 
or less to buyers who wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to afford a 
home and can put down a five 
per cent deposit. This means 
these buyers will only need a 
75 per cent loan-to-value  
(lTV) mortgage. 

In london, which has the 
nation’s highest property 
prices, the maximum loan  
was doubled to 40 per cent  
in February 2016, requiring  
a 55 per cent lTV mortgage.

Repaying the loan
The loan is interest-free for 
five years, but there’s no 
obligation repay it for 25 years, 
or until you sell or pay off  
your mortgage. 

You will be charged a 
management fee of £1 per 
month, and from year six you 
will pay a monthly interest  
fee of 1.75 per cent of the loan. 
This gets increasingly more 
expensive, rising every April  
by the Retail Price Index plus  
one per cent. 

You’ll pay back the same 
proportion of the property’s 
value as you borrowed, so if it’s 
worth more now, the sum will 
be higher. If, for example, you 
have a 20 per cent equity loan 
on a home bought for £350,000 
which sells for £400,000, you’ll 
owe £80,000 rather than the 
£70,000 originally borrowed. 

But if you’ve gone into negative 
equity and your home is worth 
less than you paid for it, you’ll 
repay a smaller amount.

Who is it for?
Although primarily targeted at 
first-time buyers, Help to Buy 
is also currently available to 
home movers climbing up the 
property ladder – buyers who 
account for nearly 50,000 sales 
under the scheme to date. 

To be eligible, you must  
be 18 or over, have a good 
credit history, be purchasing  
a qualifying property from  
a registered housebuilder and 
be able to prove that you can 
afford the monthly mortgage, 
admin and interest payments, 
legal fees and stamp duty 
where applicable. 

You must live in the property 
and cannot sub-let it or own 

anywhere else, such as a 
holiday home or rental flat. 

once you’ve made your 
reservation, the development’s 
sales team will guide you 
through making an application 
for an equity loan through  
your local Help to Buy agent.

The current Help to Buy 
scheme is coming to an end 
and is being replaced by a new 
deal on April 1 2021. 

Set to run until march 31 
2023, eligibility will be 
restricted to first-time buyers 
and the maximum price 
threshold is being lowered 
everywhere outside london. 

So, if you’re looking for your 
second or even your third home 
and want to use the scheme, 
you’ll need to find a property 
that’s due to be finished by 
February 28, 2021 and complete 
your purchase by march 31.

What are the 
benefits?
There are several advantages 
in using Help to Buy to secure 
your first home or upsize from 
your existing one. For starters, 
saving a five per cent cash 
deposit is far more achievable 
than finding the minimum  
10 or 15 per cent that most 
mortgage companies require, 
and will get you moving sooner. 

The five-year interest-free 
period comes in very handy 
when you have the extra 
expenses of kitting out your 
new home, and after that you’ll 
get a competitive rate. And 
seeking a mortgage for 75 or 
even 55 per cent of your home’s 
value will give you access to 
better deals than when 
borrowing a higher ratio.

n helptobuy.gov.uk 
 

‘OuR budget stRetched much fuRtheR than We’d imagined’
Now fiNally settled, this family 
has No iNteNtioN of moviNg for a 
very loNg time, says AndreA deAn 

Help to Buy – tHe lowdown

Current rules 
for Help to Buy

n available to both  
first-time buyers and  
home movers

n 5% cash deposit needed

n maximum loan is 20%  
or 40% in london

n offered on selected new-
builds up to £600,000

n loan is interest-free for 
five years

n after five years, you pay  
a monthly interest fee of 
1.75% of the loan, rising 
each april by the regional 
Price index (rPi) plus 1% 

F
ollowiNg a series of home 
moves over the past few years, 
32-year-old it manager shaun 
thomas could not wait to find 
somewhere permanent to live 

with his young family – son felix, seven, 
wife hannah, 34, and their 15-month-old 
daughter maggie. 

he’d co-owned a two-bed coach house 
with his mother and sister, which they 
rented out, but he moved into it after  
his previous relationship broke down. 

he lived there with hannah, paying 
rent, before buying a new four-bed  
home at annington’s the Crescent 
development in Carterton, on the edge  
of the Cotswolds in west oxfordshire.

thanks to help to Buy, their budget 
stretched much further than expected.  
‘we didn’t initially realise that help to  
Buy was available for second-time buyers, 
until we spoke to the sales adviser at  
the Crescent,’ says shaun. 

‘we were able to upgrade to a much larger 
and brand new three-storey, four-bedroom 
family home with a garden, garage and 
driveway. Because of the way help to Buy 

works, the payments are cheaper than on an 
older, lower-cost house during the first five 
years, which is ideal for us while hannah is 
taking a career break to look after maggie. 

‘my mum and sister bought me out of the 
coach house, which they are now renting out, 
and i was able to use the equity to put down 
a deposit on our new home. our mortgage 
costs are less than £100 more than the rent 
on our old property, yet it is double the size. 
we have no plans to move now until the 
children have grown up.’

annington is building 135 brand new two, 
three and four-bed homes at the Crescent, 
on the site of former mod homes linked  
to raf Brize Norton. they all come with  
a garage and a parking space and are  
ready to move into. Prices currently start 
from £249,950 for a two-bed house, and 
£334,950 for a four-bed.   n annington.co.uk

purchase price (for a four-bed house): 
£334,950
5% deposit: £16,748
20% Help to Buy loan: £66,990
Mortgage: approx. £1,015pcm 
estate charge: approx. £25pcm
Monthly spend: approx. £1,040

DO THE maths

n available to first-time 
buyers only
n  5% cash deposit needed
n the loan remains interest-
free for five years. after five 
years, interest fees start at 

1.75% and rise each april by 
the Consumer Prices index 
including owner occupiers’ 
housing costs (CPih) plus 2%
n maximum loan is 20% or 
40% in london

changes fROm apRil 1, 2021

region new MAxiMuM priCe CAp 

North east £186,100

North west £224,400

yorkshire and the humber £228,100

east midlands £261,900

west midlands £255,600

east of england £407,400

south east £437,000

Help to 
Buy: tHe 
lowdown
andRea dean On EvEryTHing 
yOu nEED TO knOw abOuT THE 
gOvErnmEnT HElp TO buy scHEmE
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‘Help to Buy enabled us 
to achieve our dream’
Instagram was a lIfelIne for a couple who moved 
durIng lockdown, as AndreA deAn fInds out...

do the 
MATHS
Price (for a two-
bed): £380,000
5% deposit: 
£19,000
20% Help to Buy 
loan: £76,000
Mortgage: approx 
£1,152
Estate charge: 
approx. £20pcm 
Monthly spend 
approx. £1,172

H
aving outgrown their 
small flat in Hampshire, 
Holly Ramdharry, 30, and 
her husband Ketan, 31, 
started searching for their 

forever home. By using Help to Buy, 
they were able to afford a three-bed 
house at Berkeley Homes’s Edenbrook 
village development in Fleet. 

‘One of the biggest things for us was 
the cost of upsizing from a one-bed 
flat to a three-bed detached house, so 
the scheme really helped us to achieve 
our dream for a home to start our 
family,’ says Holly, an events manager. 

‘The sales team was amazing and 
sat us down with the options we could 
afford, and explained Help to Buy. The 
whole process went smoothly and it 
was so easy to use – i would really 
recommend it to those looking to 
move up the property ladder.’

The pair reserved their home  
off-plan last august and set up an 
instagram account to chart its build.

 ‘When i started the account  
(@edenbrookvillagelife), i didn’t think 

it would take off, but we’ve actually 
met quite a few neighbours through 
it,’ she continues. 

‘Before visiting any new-build show 
homes i used to try to search for 
hashtags on instagram to see what 
other people’s houses were like, but 
was disappointed to find that no one 
had posted anything in the area. So 

when we reserved our house i decided 
i would start documenting our 
progress to help future prospective 
residents who would like to buy here. 

‘i’ve got a massive passion for 
interior design, so now i’m enjoying 
posting about the items i’ve found for 
the house and tagging the local 
suppliers we’ve used.’ They moved in 

 Upsized: The couple  
 now have a  
 house 
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Connecting: The couple use social media to share updates on the progress  
of the building work at their three-bed house in Edenbrook Village, Fleet 

Insta-ready London Htb Homes
The Dye Factory, 
Plaistow E13,  
from £275,000
There are 23 one and  
two-bed apartments  
offered for sale  
in a converted 
warehouse, providing 
top-end industrial 
style at an affordable 
price. They feature 
high ceilings, steel 
windows and 
exposed brickwork, 
and some include 
mezzanine levels. 
thedyefactory.com 
via dexters.co.uk

Trent Park, Enfield 
EN4, from £565,000
These properties are 
located in a secure 
setting, and are 
surrounded by the 
greenery of Trent 
Country Park, yet within 
easy reach of the 
Piccadilly line. These 
homes also benefit from 
elegant, open-plan 
living spaces with 
Shaker-style kitchens 
and private valuable 
outside space.  
trent-park.co.uk

at the end of April, in the middle of 
lockdown, and found that Instagram 
was a great way of connecting with 
their new neighbours, making them 
feel less isolated. ‘We wanted to help 
people who were house-hunting by 
showing them what it’s like to live 
here, and what’s around locally,’ says 
Ketan, who works in IT sales for Dell. 

‘We’ve met two couples on 
Instagram that turned out to be our 
neighbours as they reserved around 
the same time as us. Another couple 
who moved down from London found 
us when they were scrolling to find 
out more about the local area, and 
Holly spoke to them for a couple of 
months. They ended up purchasing 
here, and we’ve become close friends.’ 

Ketan is full of praise for Berkeley’s 

sales team. ‘They have been really 
accommodating, and even adapted  
our garden during the build to 
accommodate the basketball hoop  
I wanted to put up. I asked them to 
extend the patio all the way along  
to the side wall so that I could put  
the hoop at the opposite end of the 
garden and practice. This was done 
with no questions asked – amazing!’

A mix of two, three, four and  
five-bed houses, Edenbrook Village  
is a few miles from the centre of  
Fleet and adjacent to a country park. 
Two-beds with Help to Buy and four-
beds are currently available, from 
£380,000. A new phase is being 
launched soon.

n berkeleyhomes.co.uk

 Insta-hit: Ketan and  
 Holly Ramdharry 
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2. Crystal PalaCe
In terms of community spirit, Crystal Palace beats many other corners of the capital hands down.  
A long campaign for a new cinema resulted in the Everyman opening at the end of 2018, and 
coronavirus didn’t dampen enthusiasm for the annual arts festival, which was streamed live into 
residents’ homes this year. Most primary schools are judged as outstanding or good by Ofsted, and 
you’ll find an array of indie shops and eateries in the Triangle, and dinosaurs in Crystal Palace Park. 
Help to Buy home: Auckland Rise and Sylvan Hill SE19, two-beds from £465,000
A short stroll from Crystal Palace Triangle, these generously-sized apartments have open-plan 
layouts. Priority is given to applicants currently living in Croydon. wearebrickbybrick.com
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FAMILY FAVOURITES

Looking a Location with something 
for everyone? andrea dean scours 

the capitaL to find the best pLaces  
for you and your brood to Live...

3. sutton
With five grammar schools, a host of outstanding 
and good state primaries and leading 
independents, it’s no wonder that parents are 
making a beeline for this south London town. 
There are several parks, the Surrey countryside  
is a short drive away and London Bridge and 
Victoria can be reached in around half an hour.  
The shopping strip is one of the largest in London, 
and Debenhams, the anchor store, remains open.
Help to Buy home: Cavendish Road, SM2,  
from £550,000
The last two apartments, both with three 
bathrooms and a balcony, in a small block on a 
quiet street. The station, bus stops and a well-
established primary school are all close by. 
barnardmarcus.co.uk

1. Mill Hill
A large and friendly north London suburb with 
tons of green space, great schools, fast road 
links – it’s on the A1/A41 – plus Thameslink trains 
from Mill Hill Broadway and the Northern Line at 
Mill Hill East. Highlights for kids include crazy 
golf in Mill Hill Park, and Belmont Farm where 
they can feed animals, while grown-ups can 
unwind in a characterful pub in the village or in 
the eateries along buzzy Mill Hill Broadway.
Help to Buy home: No 1 Millbrook Park,  
NW7, £595,000
Several two-bed, two bath apartments are for 
sale at Joseph Homes’ development. It’s close to 
Mill Hill East station and has an on-site primary 
school. no1millbrook.co.uk.

5. soutHall
Convenient for Heathrow, this vibrant area 
has a huge Asian population, and is often 
referred to as Little India. The bustling 
Broadway, lined with sari, fabric and 
jewellery stores, street food stalls and 
dozens of curry houses, reflects the 
diversity of its residents, and the fireworks 
during Diwali can be enjoyed for miles 
around. Most state schools are good or 
outstanding, and the journey to Liverpool 
Street will take only 24 minutes once 
Crossrail starts running.
Help to Buy home: The West Works UB2, 
from £423,000
These two and three-bed apartments from 
Redrow are moments from Southall station 
and feature high-end kitchen and 
bathrooms, floor-to-ceiling windows and 
private outside space. redrow.co.uk

4. GreenwiCH
You’re unlikely get bored in this Thameside 
town as there’s always something to see or  
do, whether visiting the park, Cutty Sark,  
Royal Observatory or National Maritime 
Museum – now all reopened – strolling  
along the river, browsing the market or sitting  
and watching the world go by from a cosy pub 
or café. Canary Wharf and London Bridge  
are only ten minutes by train and DLR 
respectively, and schools are predominantly 
outstanding or good.
Help to Buy home: Greenwich Millennium 
Village, from £534,995
Two-bed apartments in Commodore’s Quarter, 
the latest phase in this new residential quarter 
alongside the Thames on Greenwich Peninsula. 
Little ones have 50 acres of parkland to 
explore. greenwichmillenniumvillage.co.uk

continued on Page 30 »

29

Se
pt

em
be

r 8
, 2

02
0 

   

   



   

30 | METRO | Tuesday, September 8, 2020               

6. Wimbledon
Famous for tennis and the Wombles, 
who collected litter on the sprawling 
common, Wimbledon is appreciated 
for its high-performing state and 
primary schools, open space and 
lifestyle. It’s divided into two parts – 
the village is full of independent 
stores and eateries and fancy chains, 
while the town centre has 
supermarkets and high street names, 
and the advantage of a train and 
Tube station and tram stops.
Help to Buy home: Stadia Three 
SW17, two-beds from £540,000
Located adjacent to the new AFC 
Wimbledon stadium, this scheme 
consists of 114 one, two and three-
bed apartments spread over seven 
storeys, with sports facilities. 
galliardhomes.com

7. Sydenham
Sydenham is something of a hidden 
gem. Former residents include Jason 
Statham, and it is adored by locals 
for its friendly ambience, decent 
schools, green spaces and array of 
indie shops and restaurants spread 
along Sydenham Road and Kirkdale. 
There are two popular parks and a 
nature reserve, and two stations, 
with trains taking around 15 mins 
into London Bridge and Victoria, and 
25 mins by Overground to Shoreditch 
Help to Buy home: Dylon Works, 
SE26, £555,000
Just one three-bed apartment 
remains on the ground floor of  
this development, next to Lower 
Sydenham station. Has two 
bathrooms and a full-width terrace. 
crestnicholson.com

9. harroW
Fast-growing and still relatively affordable, Harrow’s a large suburb with brilliant 
transport links and decent schools, and many local primaries and secondaries 
are outstanding or good by Ofsted. World-renowned Harrow School sits above 
the town in pretty-as-a-picture Harrow on the Hill. 
Help to Buy home: Harrow View West, HA2, £595,000
Harrow is one of very few places in the capital where a three-bed house gives 
you change from £600,000. This one features a kitchen/dining room, living 
room, utility and two bathrooms. persimmonhomes.com

10. CrouCh end
Crouch End is one of north London’s 
best-loved neighbourhoods and 
once families move in, they tend to 
stay. One reason is the schools, but 
they’re also charmed by its 
community spirit, parks and mix of 
eclectic shops and useful chains. A 
high proportion of locals are home-
based creatives. Crouch End 
Festival, which took a break this 
year, is a huge community festival.
Help to Buy home: Cornerstone 
Apartments N19, two-bed apartment 
£600,000
The emphasis is on luxury in this 
roomy first-floor home, convenient 
for Crouch End Broadway and the 
linear Parkland Walk. Has an open-
plan living space, balcony and two 
bathrooms. hamptons.co.uk

8. KingSton-upon-
thameS
This historic town, where kings 
were once crowned, has two 
grammar schools, high-performing 
independents, and almost every 
state primary is outstanding or 
good. The daily Ancient Market has 
been trading for hundreds of years, 
and the Bentall Centre is one of 
London’s biggest indoor malls. It 
also has green space, riverside 
walks and is 30mins from Waterloo. 
Help to Buy home: The Harriers, 
SM1, two-beds from £540,000
These open-plan apartments are 
on a tree-lined street within 
walking distance of both Kingston 
and Surbiton town centres. 
barnardmarcus.co.uk

» From page 28
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How to sell well
Are you reAdy to sell up And buy? Follow our  
top tips For A smooth move, sAys AndreA deAn

T
here’s no time to waste if  
you want to buy before the 
deadline of March 31 – when 
both the stamp duty holiday 
and help to Buy equity loan 

scheme for existing owners come to 
an end – and you have somewhere  
to sell. To boost your chances of 
achieving the best possible price for 
your old home, you’ll need to get it on 
the market as soon as possible, then  
work out a budget for a new one. here’s 
a checklist of what to do.

Put your home on the market
You may well have a good idea of  
how much your home’s worth, but  
if not, look up recent sold prices  
of similar properties on Zoopla or 
rightmove. Then obtain valuations 
from at least three different agents, 
after checking they have a strong 
local presence and that you’re happy 
with the quality of their photos  
and their property descriptions.

Ask about their commission, find 
out how long you’re tied into the 
contract before you can change  
agent, and don’t be swayed by over-
optimistic valuations but go with the 
firm you feel you can work best with. 

A picture speaks a thousand words, 
so ensure your home looks great for 
the photos that will appear on the 
agent’s own site and on the major 
property portals. Tidy up, declutter, 
clean carpets, curtains and upholstery 
and carry out those repairs you’ve 
been putting off.

Prepare for viewings
There’s no denying the power of  
kerb appeal, and a tidy front garden  
or communal entrance hall, squeaky 
clean windows and a couple of 
planters by the door can make  
a real difference. 

rooms must be immaculate, in 
particular the kitchen and bathroom, 
and their purpose should be obvious, 
so put a bed in the spare room, and 
clear the dining table so it looks like 
you sit and eat there – even if it’s 
normally used as a dumping ground  
and you prefer TV dinners. 

Just before viewings, open curtains 
and blinds to let light in, and switch 
on the heating in chilly weather. 

Ask a neighbour or friend to look 
after pets and young children, and  
if your home’s small, go out so it 
doesn’t seem overcrowded.

What to do if your home  
doesn’t shift
The fact that you’ve found a new-
build to buy puts you in a strong 
position as there’s no upper chain. 
however if your home’s been on the 
market for a number of weeks with no 
viable offers and viewings have tailed 
off, you may be advised to drop the 
price. Or consider changing agent if 
you’re no longer tied into a contract 
and yours hasn’t really been  
proactive enough. Another option, 
which could save you money, is to find 
out whether the developer you’re 
purchasing from offers an assisted-
move scheme, helping you to sell by 
finding an estate agent, arranging the 
marketing and paying some – or all – 
of the fees. But you can’t use part 
exchange – where the developer buys 
your home from you then sells it on  
– in conjunction with help to Buy.

Get your finances in order
Although you won’t know your exact 
budget until you’ve accepted an offer 
on your home, you should be able to 
estimate how much equity you have  
in it. This is the difference between its 
value, the outstanding mortgage and 

any secured loans. As soon as you can, 
ask a mortgage broker to advise you 
on the amount you can borrow and 
the maximum you’ll be able to stretch 
to. Thanks to the stamp duty holiday, 
the costs of moving are significantly 
lower, but when buying and selling 
together, you’ll still have to fork out 

for estate agents, legal, search and 
reservation fees, plus mortgage and 
removal costs, and stamp duty if  
your new home is over £500,000. 
Appoint a conveyance solicitor  
early on, and check whether part of 
your deposit is required in cash when 
upsizing to a more expensive property. 

 Paint job: Curb appeal is  
 vital in making the right  

 first impression 
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Put London Prices behind you
widen your search to lesser-known areas with these small towns and villages, all 
offering great value and within an hour’s journey of the capital, says AndreA deAn

staPLehurst, Kent
The soil in this rural village, ten miles 
south of Maidstone, is ideal for grape 
growing and there’s a local vineyard, 
Hush Heath Estate. There’s a station 
and primary school, and Cranbrook, a 
high-performing selective secondary, 
is nearby. Amenities include three 
pubs, shops and a great curry house. 
Sissinghurst Castle Garden and the 
Big Cat Sanctuary are down the road. 
Help to Buy home: Dickens Gate, 
TN12, from £354,995. Three and four-
bed houses within walking distance 
of the school. dwh.co.uk

binfieLd, 
berKshire

Equidistant from Wokingham and 
Bracknell, this large village benefits 
from excellent road links and is 
only a couple of miles from 
Bracknell station. There are more 
than 70 listed buildings in the 
historic centre, among them an 
early 19th-century church sketched 
by John Constable, plus pubs and 
cafés. Hundreds of new homes are 
being built for the growing 
population. Help to Buy home: The 
Croft, RG42, from £585,000. Two 
large four-bed, three-storey 
townhouses remain at this 
boutique development. 
shanlyhomes.com

4

Long hanborough, 
oxfordshire
Transport is taken very seriously in 
this Cotswolds village, home to the 
Oxford Bus Museum, the Morris 
Motors Museum and a train station 
with services to Paddington and 
Oxford. Local schools are judged good 
or outstanding by Ofsted. Help to Buy 
home: Hanborough Gate OX29, from 
£305,000. Two and four-bed houses 
remain in the final phase of this 
partnership between Blenheim Estate 
and Pye Homes. blenheimestate.com

Princes risborough, 
bucKinghamshire
The Chilterns aren’t often associated 
with low house prices, but this small 
town is more affordable than most and 
is surrounded by sweeping 
countryside. The county’s excellent 
grammar schools are a huge draw and 
quick trains into Marylebone take only 
35 minutes. Help to Buy home: Kite 
Meadows, HP27, from £565,000. These 
high-spec four-bed houses come with 
front and back gardens and garages. 
catalyst.homes

broadbridge heath, 
West sussex
This village, just outside Horsham, has 
grown substantially due to large-scale 
housebuilding – good news for first-
time buyers and families wanting easy 
access to the capital, the south coast 
and Gatwick, plus open countryside. 
Excellent local schools, while a retail 
park takes care of day-to-day 
shopping needs. Help to Buy home: 
Westbrook Place, RH12, from 
£400,000. A collection of three and 
four-bedroom houses in six designs. 
abbeynewhomes.co.uk

1 3

5

2



n Unique three-storey, 
653sq ft penthouse in 
Bethnal Green, east London, 
sculpted from a disused 
water tower 

n Atop an award-winning 
Brutalist building, Keeling 
House, by Sir Denys Lasdun

n Open-plan living room 
kitchen with vast floor-to-
ceiling windows offering 
spectacular views both east 
and west across London

n An MHRV air filtration 
system and underfloor 
heating. The apartment 
can also be opened almost 
entirely to the elements

n Close to Bethnal Green 
Tube and a short stroll 
from Columbia Road 
flower market and 
Broadway Market with  
its host of delis, pubs  
and shops

n £585,000, aucoot.com 

WHAT YOU GET FOR YOUR MONEY
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HigH drama  
in a water tank

A
CTOR Jeremy Sheffield is used 
to reinventing himself for his 
roles on stage and screen.  
But even he would have been 
stretched to imagine he’d fall 

in love with a former concrete water 
tank,  or that it could be reincarnated to 
become a unique new penthouse home.

The former Hollyoaks star and Royal 
Ballet dancer was instantly besotted by 
the 653sq ft apartment on top of Keeling 
House, in east London, when he saw it in 
2018 – shortly after selling his own 
renovation project, an apartment in a 
Georgian townhouse in Clerkenwell.

‘I’d been looking for another ‘project’, 
Jeremy explains, after I’d followed him 
up the steel stairs to the Water Tank, his 
extraordinary three-storey, bird’s-eye 
view home in the clouds. 

‘But I couldn’t get past this. My brother 
calls it the concrete tree house, and it 
does feel rather like that, doesn’t it? It’s 
so cleverly sculpted from the disused 
Water Tank. I just fell in love with it.’ 

When the dramatic towers of Keeling 
House in Bethnal Green rose from the 
ashes of the bombed-out East End in the 
late 1950s, it was hailed as a triumph of 
modern Brutalist architecture. Designed 
by Sir Denys Lasdun, the 16-storey 
towers, originally a council block, are 
now Grade II-listed and have won a 
swathe of awards. But the jewel in its 
crown, the Water Tank, a unique 
penthouse sculpted from a former 
concrete water tower, was completed in 
2017: a painstaking and highly costly 
creation by architect Brian Heron who 
bought it at auction in 2009 for £77,000.

‘I don’t think the original buyers 
realised how much work would be 
involved,’ Heron said in an interview at 
the time. ‘It needed a naïve architect like 
me to take it on.’ Work didn’t start until 
February 2014. Heron and his wife 
budgeted £250,000 for the build, but due 
to complications that come with building 
on top of a tower block, such as needing 
18 floors of scaffolding, costs swiftly ran 

Jo KNowsley AdMiREs THE viEW FROM 
jEREMY sHEFFiEld’s UNiqUE lONdON HOME

 Water view: The penthouse enjoys  
 splendid views across London 
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 Distinctive: Jeremy, below,  
 enjoys the quirkiness of the  
 lounge/kitchen’s open-plan  
 layout, left and right 

High life: You can stargaze from the bath and bedroom

up to £400,000. The conversion won 
The New Architects Prize for Best 
Historic Intervention in 2018 and 
was shortlisted for both the RIBA 
London award and the Don’t Move, 
Improve! awards that same year. 
Today, it is for sale for £585,000, just 
a little more than you’d pay for a far 
less spectacular one-bedroom flat in 
some areas of London.

It’s easy to see why Jeremy fell in 
love with it. Once inside the building, 
which is surrounded by a modernist 
moat, you take the lift to the 14th 
floor. There, through a set of 
double doors, a staircase 
leads to the 15th floor 
(home to private 
storage for bikes and  
larger items).

Up again two 
flights and you’re 
heading into the 
apartment. The airy 
open-plan living 
room and kitchen has 
vast floor-to-ceiling 
windows, with vertical 
louvres for privacy, on each 
side of the building, and 
sweeping views. The bedroom, on 
the 18th floor, faces east to watch 
the sunrise, with a skylight directly 
above the bed for stargazing. The 
elegant bathroom faces west so you 
can watch the sunset from the bath. 

The great joy of living here, says 
Jeremy, who is planning to move to 
Spain for another renovation project, 
has been not only the views but the 
‘subdued sounds of London’ that 
rise, softly muted, through the 
clouds. ‘And at night, with the lights 

of London,  
it becomes 
exceptional, truly 

dramatic,’ he adds.
But when he first 

moved in he had a 
moment of panic. Too 

tired to haul his large 
mattress up to the bedroom, he’d 
flung it on the floor in the living 
room and collapsed there to spend 
the night. ‘When I woke, I looked 
straight down the building, all of the 
17 floors,’ he said. ‘It was dizzying 
from that angle, and I thought: “Oh 
God, I’ve made a mistake. I don’t 
think I can live here.”’ His fears, 
however, didn’t last long.

He has kept the colour palette 
neutral while the furniture is 1960s 
modernist, including a leather sofa 

he was given by a friend which he 
had to chop it down the middle to 
hoist in two pieces up the 17 floors. ‘I 
was determined to have it,’ he says. 
‘So, it had rather extreme surgery. 
But it’s definitely staying put for the 
next buyer, now.’

Keeling House was sold in 1999  
to a developer who did an award-
winning renovation. The 
later Water Tank development  
was permitted, Jeremy believes, 
because Sir Denys Lasdun wrote a 
letter to the council supporting the 
planning application. 

And, as Jeremy explains, its 
uniqueness has made it difficult to 
put a price on it. There is certainly 
nothing else like it in London. 

Surely that, for the right buyer, 
makes it priceless.
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‘I bought with Brad Pitt’s help!’
an advert starring the actor meant the singer was able to get on the ladder at 23
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DANIELLE 
BARNETT

MY FIRST
HOME

D
ANIELLE BArNETT has 
been the voice of 
successful dance group 
Urban Cookie Collective 
since 1998 and still tours 

with them worldwide. After a stint in 
management, Danielle proved she  
had the secret to selecting a  
first home, after a lucky buy in her 
early 20s helped to springboard her 
career in public and motivational 
speaking, life coaching, therapy and 
hypnotherapy. During lockdown, she 
has been creating 30-day confidence 
challenges and motivational minutes. 

When did you buy your  
first home?
I bought at 23-years-old and that’s the 
one I am still in 23 years later. This 
house was meant for me – it felt right. 
I was managing a boy band called 
Point Break, who had a Top Ten hit in 
the UK and were big in Asia. I had 
been living in my parents’ house and 
at one stage Point Break were living 
there, too. We were taking over my 
parents’ house, and so it was time for 
us to make a move. The boys were 
rehearsing in the front room and we 
were like a big family, but I realised I 
needed to get my own place with a 

studio. We had even been covering my 
mum and dad’s steam room with egg 
boxes to record vocals in. 
 
What was on your  
property wishlist? 
I knew I wanted something with 
potential, with somewhere I could 
build a studio and a rehearsal room.  
It needed to be detached so we 
wouldn’t annoy the neighbours. I  
had a list of things I wanted. Point 
Break had done the music for an 
advert with Brad Pitt in it in Asia and I 
was getting huge royalty cheques. For 
six months, ten countries in Asia 
played the advert constantly – that’s 
how I bought my first home.

Wow. Tell us more...
I literally went for a drive to let off 
steam, and was driving near Chigwell, 
Essex, with a friend. I saw a house 
with a For Sale sign outside. I thought 
I’m going to knock on the door and I 
did. This lady said my husband’s in 
bed at the moment but she showed us 
around anyway and I knew it had 
potential. In the kitchen, I looked out 
and there was a huge building that 
turned out to be a 12-car garage. From 
the outside, it looked like a bungalow. 

It was a huge space – I thought, ‘Oh  
my goodness this is it.’ Within a week, 
we made an offer, and in a month  
I bought it.

So you got the key but did  
you get the secret?
I got the key and the secret. We all 
have the key and the secret to any life 
we choose just by trusting ourselves 
and making moves to get it. With an 
open mind and an open heart you will 
attract anything you want.

How are you so positive?
I live my life like that. I focus on what 
I can do rather than what I can’t do. 

There is always a new day, always a 
reset and a way forward. If I have a 
challenging day, I surround myself 
with the people and things that I love 
and know tomorrow is a new start. I 
trusted my gut instinct on this house 
and I visualised what I needed. Once 
you do visualisation then you will be 
open to attract what you see.

What’s the  
house like?
It was owned 
by an old 
couple but I 
could see 
glittering 
potential.  
I found a lot 
of things  
on eBay – 
exactly what I 
wanted but 
for a 

fraction on the price – from the 
flooring to the French doors. I bought 
cabinets on eBay, too. There are 
resources all around yourself, you just 
need to search for it. My house is my 
security and passion and allows me to 
do what I want to do. It is mine and I 
want to make it as inviting and as 
happy as possible. It is not always 
perfect and tidy but it is mine and  
I love it.

How has your home 
contributed in other ways?
I am a registered NLP master 
practitioner and life coach. I built an 
NLP therapy room and I have a 
pyramid skylight that I got from eBay, 
too. It really is like a sanctuary, I have 
loads of little things that keep me 
grounded around the place. I have a 
piano in there – it has really good 
vibes. The house is just an extension 

of me and it is also perfectly 
imperfect. By finding this 

perfect partner in a house 
it has grown me and 
helped me move forward. 
�
n�daniellebarnett.coach

INTERVIEW BY  
OLIVER STALLWOOd

 Sweet: Danielle has been singing  
 with Urban Cookie Collective for  

 more than 20 years 
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emma wells meets the newlyweds who weren’t afraid to take on a daunting renovation 
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& the kitchen sink
Everything
A

fTer the stress of 
organising a big wedding, 
most of us would want 
some downtime. Instead, 
Jeremy and Isobel 

Thomson-Cook spent much of their 
honeymoon, on the palm-fringed 
Yucatan coastline in Mexico, planning 
their next project: the creation of  
their dream home. ‘We did relax for a 

couple of days, but we did quite a bit 
of research on rightmove,’ says 
Jeremy, 36, an economist. 

‘We were living in a three-bedroom 
flat by Peckham rye Park, in south-
east London, but knew we wanted to 
take on a house that we could really 
put our own stamp on. So we 
earmarked a few properties that 
looked like they had potential.’ reality 

bit, however, as soon as the house-
hunting process began. 

‘We must have looked at more than 
20 properties in the east Dulwich area, 
but none of them were quite right,’ 
says Isobel, 31, who is a behavioural 
research consultant. 

‘But then we saw a Victorian, three-
storey, five-bedroom house near 
Dulwich Park, on the market as a 

probate sale. We knew that to 
transform it would need a lot of time, 
energy, vision, luck and renovation 
budget – but we could immediately 
see its potential.’ 

Unsurprisingly, other house hunters 
could, too, and Isobel and Jeremy had 
to win a bidding war to secure the 
house, which had a price tag of about 
£1million. In November 2018, they 

moved in. ‘There were polystyrene 
ceiling tiles, a window that had been 
wallpapered over and a mint and 
salmon-coloured main bedroom,’ says 
Jeremy. ‘We redecorated a few of the 
rooms we knew we’d use the most 
while speaking to architects and 
waiting for planning permissions.’ 
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get the look

Their vision was to transform the 
house, which had a traditional layout 
with a warren of rooms downstairs, into 
an extended, flowing, light-filled space. 
A huge L-shaped, open-plan living 
area and showstopping 
kitchen, by Herringbone 
Kitchens, would feature  
at the rear, with lots  
of glazing and a sleek 
utility room, while the 
front of the house was 
to have a more formal 
sitting room. On the 
second floor, where 
there are three bedrooms, 
plans were drawn up to 
create one luxurious family 
bathroom, and the two 
bedrooms and bathroom on  
the top floor were earmarked  
for a makeover once the rest  
of the house was complete. 

The process, however, was not 
without its hitches – the first being  
that Jeremy lost his job just a few  

weeks before building work started.  
‘It meant I was able to spend almost 
every day on site as a learn-on-the-job 
project manager, and to save more cash 
by doing all the decorating myself,’ he 
says. ‘But there were certainly some 

very stressful times. At one 
point the house was 

simply four exterior 
walls, a roof and 

some floorboards.  
That was  
pretty daunting.’

An exploding 
boiler, newly laid 
polished concrete 
floors awash in 

rainwater that had 
ruptured the roof, 

and a demolition team 
that ripped up the floors 

at the top of the house – a 
job not yet scheduled on the list  

of works – posed further challenges to 
overcome. ‘Once they had started, it was 
too late to stop them,’ Isobel says. ‘And 
by then our contingency fund had 
disappeared, along with the fireplace 

Grey matter: 
There are many 
stylish touches 
throughout the 
house, like the 
marble fireplace, 
seen left, and 
the gorgeous  
glass pendant 
lights, right 

heart of the home
Canterbury-based Herringbone Kitchens  
has a focus on British craftsmanship and 
sustainability, with ranges including art deco, 
traditional and modern styles. Prices for projects 
start at £25,000, herringbonekitchens.com

shine a light
Over the kitchen island hangs  
a trio of art deco-inspired 
Bloomingville Louis Green  
Glass pendant lights, crafted 
from emerald-green glass.  
£99 each, beaumonde.co.uk

» From Page 39

 Family love: Isobel and Jeremy  
 are settling in nicely with  
 cats Bennie and Jet 
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Luxury larder: Sage green and turmeric yellow cabinets are distinctive
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picture perfect
Artwork by Cornwall-based 

artist Nina Brooke takes centre 
stage in the home.  

A 110cm x 80cm limited edition 
print of Shoreline III, £450, 

ninabrooke.co.uk

that ended up in the skip. On the 
positive side, that very same day  
we found the original fireplace tiles 
in mint condition underneath some 
cheap laminate flooring. We cleaned 
them up and they now take pride 
of place in our snug.’ 

It’s this relentless positivity (and 
sanguine acceptance that their 
original renovation budget of 
£220,000 would be blown) that has 
resulted in a perfectly reworked 
Victorian home, which the couple 
share with kittens Bennie and Jet, 
and which they plan to also rent out 
for shoots to provide an income.

Against a backdrop of Farrow & 
Ball shades, including gentle blush 
Pink Ground and stormy, dramatic 
blue-black Railings, the smaller 
details help the home sing out:  
the reinstated marble fireplaces  
and cast-iron radiators, Osborne  
& Little wallpaper and vintage 
ceramics from Wild Horses in Forest 
Hill. Upstairs, the main bedroom’s 
ceiling glows in sunset orange but 
it’s the kitchen that gets the gasps.  

For this, the couple gave 
Canterbury-based Herringbone 
Kitchens a strict brief, with a budget 
of around £50,000 covering both the 
main cooking/entertaining space 
and adjoining utility room. The 
kitchen was to be for entertaining, 
wine drinking and newspaper 
reading, but also to have every 
possible chef’s perk. 

With sage green and turmeric 
yellow cabinets from the firm’s 
Westminster range, it features  
a traditional pantry, boiling water 
tap (with satin brass finish to match 
the handles) and an island that also 
serves as a bar, lit by a trio of art 
deco-style green pendant lamps.

Open marble shelving is used to 
display cookery books and plants, 
but most spectacular of all is the 
bespoke floor-to-ceiling dresser, 
picked out in yellow to provide  
a rich pop of colour, and backed 
with antiqued glass. ‘It was that 
special something that made  
the kitchen truly ours,’ Jeremy says. 
There is still plenty to tick off on 

their to-do list, however, with the 
hallway and the two top bedrooms 
up next. Designs for their outdoor 
space are also being finalised, with 
the help of London-based garden 
guru Emily Hillier; an outdoor 
kitchen and dining space will 
provide focal points, with areas  
for wild flowers and veggie beds. 

Approaching the end of their 
renovation journey, the pair have 
learned much along the way. 
Jeremy’s key piece of advice to 
wannabe renovators would be  
to ‘always have a contingency 
budget for your contingency 
budget’, he says. ‘And remember 
that not everything has to be  
done at once, so there is no need  
to make imperfect choices.’ 

For Isobel, spending time as  
a couple away from the house is 
key. ‘And trust your interior choices,’  
she says. ‘Others might question 
them, but chances are they’ll  
always love the finished result.’

 n Instagram @228locationhouse; 
herringbonekitchens.com

 Storage solutions:  
 Concealed cupboards and  

 open shelving house  
 treasured shoes 

calm colours
 Farrow & Ball provides 

much of the palette 
throughout the house. 

In the front living  
room, dusty, blush  

Pink Ground creates a 
calming atmosphere. 
£47.95 for 2.5litres of 

Estate Emulsion, 
farrow-ball.com

Bath time: Quirks such as bold colours and patterns liven up the bathroom

a good look
Graphic prints add a modern edge to the 
Victorian home. The Thomson-Cooks’ yellow 
Up To No Good print is now available in blue. 
£39.50, oliverbonas.com

central 
focus

 In the kitchen seating 
area, the Gaia Coffee 

Table features 
lacquered wood and 
natural woven cane 

beneath a glass shelf. 
£695, ceraudo.com
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now the 
season is 

changing, go 
green fingered 

indoors with 
the best indoor 

gardening kit

READY, STEADY

GROW
LIGHTEN UP 
Shine a spotlight  

on your gorgeous 
greens with this 

sculptural pendant 
light and mini 

terrarium in one. Very 
cool. Flora Terrarium 
Gold Pendant Lamp 

by Bloomingville, 
£92, Beaumonde, 
beaumonde.co.uk

HOT POTS 
Show off your prized 
plants in an edit of mix-
and-match planters for 
an on-trend gallery vibe. 
Check out Habitat’s new 
A/W selection for tons 
of inspiration. From  
£30 for Zeta yellow 
patterned round pot, 
Habitat, habitat.co.uk

BRASSED OFF 
We’re still in love with hanging 
planters, and these beautiful 
antique brass designs are the 
best way to get glamour and 
greenery in even the smallest 
space. Join the waiting list 
now. Atsu Brass Hanging 
Planter, from £18.95, nkuku, 
nkuku.com

GLAZE 
OVER 

Prettify your plants in 
this oblong, ceramic pot 
decorated with speckled,  

oil-spill glazes and an iron 
base. Eye candy for your 
foliage. Abuo Long Pink 
Plant Pot & Short Stand, 

£45, Oliver Bonas, 
oliverbonas.com

BOLD OVER 
Is there anything more pleasing 

to the eye than a flourish of 
greenery in a bold neon planter? 
We think not. Concrete Planters 

by Salt Studio, £25 each, 
Monday, mondayonline.co.uk

GOING 
GREEN  
House plants 
are foolproof 
for adding 
colour and 
vitality to your 
four walls, but 
nurturing a 
green oasis is 
good for the soul 
too. This new 
book by Dr Katie Cooper, psychologist 
and co-founder of plant subscription 
brand, Bloombox Club, explains all. Out 
September 17. Plant Therapy by Dr Katie 
Cooper (Hardie Grant Books),  
£16.99, Waterstones, 
waterstones.com

GROW GETTER 
What’s not to love about a 

golden rhino planter? Cool, quirky 
and the perfect glitzy contrast to 

your greenery. Gold Roaming 
Rhino Planter, £19.95, Audenza, 

audenza.com

GLASS ACT 
Transform simple buds and shoots into 
statement objects of beauty by placing them 
under cloche-style glass domes. We’re buying 

several. Wooden Base Domes, from £13.95, 
Graham & Green, grahamandgreen.co.uk

WATER WORKS 
Handmade using 
recycled glass, these 

droplet-shaped 
waterers in green or 

blue are spot-on for pot 
plants and hanging baskets 
– and look pretty cool, too. 
Hydro Globe Pot Waterer, 
 £10, National Trust, shop.
nationaltrust.org.uk

BLACK 
MAGIC  

In an ideal world, we’d 
all have the greenest  
of fingers. If not, this 

spectacular black faux bamboo 
might just be the answer to  
our horticultural fails. Black 
Faux Bamboo Plant, £120, 

Rockett St George, 
rockettstgeorge.co.uk

GLASS 
HOUSES 

Striking silhouette? Tick. 
Air-purifying plants? Tick. 

Hint of colour? Tick. You 
can’t go wrong with a 

terrarium. Ever. Copper 
Cube Terrarium, £69.95,  

The Urban Botanist, 
theurbanbotanist.co.uk

MIST 
OPPORTUNITY 

Keep your urban 
jungle alive and well 

with this cool 
leopard plant mister. 

Even looks good on 
the shelf when 
you’re done. A 
really grrrreat 
spot. Leopard 

Love Plant 
Mister, £11,  

Red Candy, 
redcandy.co.uk

TOOLS GOLD 
If talking to your plants isn’t doing 
much, this specialist set of hand tools 
will definitely help greenery stay in 
tip-top condition. Snip, prune and clip 
to perfection. Houseplant Pruner,  
Orchid Snips, Terrarium Tool Set, Japanese 
Pruning Scissors, all £9.99 each, Burgon  
& Ball, burgonandball.com

compiled by LARA SARGENT


