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A Place In The Sun presenter Ben Hillman 
shows us around his gorgeous home

Continued on page 18 » 
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 Passion for bespoke: ’Moz’  
 in his stunning living room 

Piazza
the action

wHen MAurIzIr FABrIS eyed  
THIS vAST vICTorIAn wAreHouSe,  
He knew He HAd To HAve IT.  
JO KNOWSley geTS A Tour...

F
EW buyers presented with 
the yawning shell of  
a 6,500sq ft, tin-roofed, late 
Victorian warehouse would 
describe it as ‘a great 

opportunity’ – let alone envision  
it as their central London des res.

But when Italian-born Maurizir 
Fabris, known as Moz, saw this 
property in 2015, he didn’t pause for  
a heartbeat. ‘It was perfect,’ he says. 

‘I’m not an architect but I’ve designed 
or renovated houses in Ibiza and in 
Milan, Italy.

‘You might say I’m an entrepreneur 
with a passion for architecture and 
design. I enjoy transferring the use  
of space.’ 

Moz had planned to study 
architecture but was side-tracked  
and became ‘stuck’ working in the 
City. Remodelling buildings – and 

collecting classic cars – has, however, 
remained his lifetime passion.

On the guidance of architects he 
took the 6,500sq ft space, installed  
a private lift, and reshaped it into  
two unique penthouse apartments.  
He then sold the smaller 1,500sq ft 
flat, and sculpted the remaining 
3,800sq ft space into an extraordinary 
two-storey, four-bedroom, four-
bathroom loft-style home for himself. 

Each bedroom has its own leafy 
terrace while the master bedroom 
boasts a separate steam room and  
two large dressing rooms. There are 
acres of glass, and uninterrupted 
views towards the Shard and City. 

One of the bedrooms even has its 
own ‘secret’ stairwell from behind  
the steel mesh panels that line the 
entrance lobby. The undoubted star of 
the show, however, is the main living 

room, which Moz calls the piazza – all 
2,000sq ft of it. 

The space features 20ft-tall 
Cathedral-style ceilings (now lined 
with panels of industrial aluminium), 
polished concrete floors and a 
dramatic arched, steel-framed 
window, which stretches across  
an entire wall and frames views
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‘Even the largest pieces are 
swallowed up by this space’

Impressive: 
Above, the living 
area leads to an 
outdoor terrace 
Left: A kitchen 
chandelier made 
from broken 
crystal pieces

Clear view: 
Crittall windows 

add light to  
the atrium

of the adjacent Vauxhall Park like  
a bucolic living canvas. ‘Sixty per  
cent of what sold me this property  
was that view,’ he says.

Everything about this apartment is 
bespoke, much of it from craftsmen  
in Italy. And Moz made some of  
the fittings himself, such as the 
industrial-style bulb-lighting 
that illuminates the 
entrance hall.

‘I didn’t want 
anything to look too 
precise,’ says Moz, 
who imported 
concrete bricks 
made to order from 
Estonia so he could 
choose their exact 
measurements. Each 
pane of glass has been 
individually double glazed 
in the Crittall doors, which 
lead from the vast open-plan 
living area to an outdoor terrace.

The kitchen has an 18ft-long island  
of black granite. Suspended above it  
is a fabulous chandelier of hundreds  
of pieces of broken crystal, connected 
by wires. On the back-wall, cupboards 
and drawers are covered by wall panels 
of American oak, slatted, stained and 
burnt. A secret door leads to a second 
kitchen and pantry. A vast aluminium 
panel, acid treated, acts as a moveable 
artwork that be lowered or lifted.

‘I brought a lot of the furniture  
from my storage unit in Milan,’ Moz 
explains. ‘But it wasn’t till it arrived 
here that I realised how most of it,  
even the large pieces, are just 
swallowed up by this space.’

The dining table, for example – an 
Italian industrial design piece – had  
to be enlarged. Things that might be 
monstrous elsewhere, look perfectly 

sized in this space, such as the 
two old ship lights, which 

have been set against  
the brick wall as 

dramatic uplighters. 
The unique 

finishes continue  
up the floating 
metal stairs to  
the bedrooms and 
bathrooms, where 

hand-crafted teak 
bath tubs, left, have 

been made to measure 
by a boat builder in 

Estonia – a snip at just 
£2,000 each.

In the loos, and bathrooms, there are 
individually fired and hand-painted 
tiles from Italy, while the bespoke 
fittings all echo industrial pipes.

But for Moz, the triumph isn’t only 
about what you can see but what is 
behind the scenes. ‘The house has two 
layers of acoustic protection, underfloor 
heating under the concrete floors and 
wider than usual cavities in the walls  
so that all pipes can be insulated,’ he 
says. ‘These things are standard in  

A taste of Italy: 
The ‘piazza’ 
with great 
views over 
Vauxhall Park  

 Wow factor: The dining   
 table was enlarged to  

 fit the huge room 

high-spec properties in Europe but in 
the UK, I have often found developers 
cut corners. Behind the aesthetic things 
can be pretty shoddy.’

He is selling – through a new agency 
to the UK, Nest Seekers International  
– only because since buying the 
property he has married and had two 
children and the young family are 
seeking a different style of property.

It won’t be already built, of course.  
In fact it may be little more than a shell 
or frame lingering somewhere in the 
British countryside. 

‘I just can’t bring myself to buy a 
home that’s already built and finished,’ 
Moz says. ‘I like to do it all myself.’

n Embassy Works loft-style 
penthouse, £7.95m, nestseekers.com 
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One-offs: There’s bespoke touches everywhere, like the taps, lighting (made by Moz), and eye-catching phone
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‘We have the odd gin over the 
fence with our neighbours’

ALANA
MACFARLANE
KEMPNER

MY FIRST
HOME

the love island dj couldn’t be happier in her new-build in hitchin
call me the Mayor of Hitchin 
because I’m always singing its 
praises. I’ve already convinced one 
friend it’s a great place to live and 
now she’s looking to buy here! 

n Alana runs The Gut Stuff, a 
website to improve gut health. The 

All-In-One Fermenting Kit launches 
later this month, thegutstuff.com 

INTERVIEW BY Adeline iziren  L
Ove Island and virgin Radio 
dJ, alana Macfarlane Kempner, 
enjoyed a sense of community 
growing up in edinburgh, but 
forgot how much she missed 

that after living for 15 years in london, 
where she hardly knew anyone in her 
area. now alana, 32, is friends with her 
neighbours, after buying a home outside 
the capital, with comedian husband, 
luke Kempner.

Where did you buy your  
first home? 
In Hitchin, Hertfordshire, a year ago. It’s 
about 25 minutes on the fast train from 
london and then you’re literally in the 
countryside. Our house looks over a nice 
field, it’s great! 

Why did you decide to buy? 
We realised that if we got a deposit 
together, our mortgage would be the 
same as our rent in london. We thought 
we’d be better off paying our own 
mortgage, instead of someone else’s!

What is the house like? 
It’s a four-bedroom detached new-build. 
It’s quite spacious for a new-build, with 
a largish standalone kitchen and a big 
combined dining and living room.

What was on your wishlist?
We knew we wanted a big garden 
because we’ve got a dog. I wanted the 
garden to be part of a nice cottage, with 
an open fire,  

instead of part of a new-build, which I 
found quite clinical. But after we started 
looking at houses, we decided that 
actually, you can make a new-build your 
own. We hired interior designer 
company Bear Rene to make it look as 
least like a new-build as possible. They 
did just that, finishing work a week 
before lockdown, so we were like ‘phew!’

Tell us about the renovations...
They put a breakfast bar in the kitchen 
and repainted and repapered all the 
walls. The living room is a minty green, 
the walls in our bedroom are charcoal 
grey and even the handles on the stair 
rails are charcoal. style-wise it’s like 
soho House, so quite quirky.

What was the most difficult 
part of buying a property?
Getting the deposit together. luke and I 
have been together since we were 23 
and we’re both self-employed. Our 
parents couldn’t help us with a deposit, 
so I was 31 and he was 32 when we 
finally managed to put down a deposit. 

How did it feel to buy? 
Great and it still does, a year after we 
bought it. We’ve both worked so hard, 
but we never thought we would be able 
to get on the property ladder, as house 
prices kept going up. lockdown gave us 
more time to enjoy it and every night we 
say to each other ‘thank you, thank you, 
thank you,’ which sounds a bit cheesy, 
but we’re so grateful we own our house!

Do you have any advice for  
first-time buyers?
Keep believing and do your research as 
there are lots of schemes to help. If 
you’re self-employed, keep on top of 
your accounts to boost your chances 
of getting a mortgage approved. 

What are your neighbours 
like then? 
 all the neighbours are around the 
same age as us. during lockdown we 
used to speak over the fence and 

sometimes have gins with them. 
They’ve become friends. 

Do they recognise you 
and your husband 
from the telly? 
 When I told my neighbours 
that I was a dJ she asked: 
‘are you one of the love 
Island dJs?’ I said I was and 
she replied: ‘I thought I 
recognised you, but I didn’t 
want to say!’ My husband is 
doing a show for ITv called 
Celebrity Karaoke Club and 
the kids next door were 
watching the show recently 
and couldn’t get their head 

round it that their 
neighbour was on Tv!

What’s Hitchin like? 
Hitchin is beautiful with 
lots of fields, nice 
restaurants, and bars.  
I would recommend 
moving here. My friends 

On the 
ladder: 
Alana 
adapted 
her new-
build to 
make it 
more 
personal
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A
S a presenter of the long-
running Channel 4 show a 
Place In The Sun, Ben 
Hillman is used to helping 
homeowners visualise a 

property’s potential. But with lockdown 
grounding flights, Ben finally got the 
opportunity and time to finish off his 
own dream home in Shoreham-by-Sea – 
and save a lot of money in the process.

Since buying it in 2016, Ben and wife 
Gaby have been slowly renovating their 
1934 semi-detached, four-bed. Ben had 
spotted the house online while in Costa 
Rica and checked out its potential for 
extension and renovation by looking at 
Google Earth. 

The couple were quick to add a 
wraparound extension downstairs. With 
that complete and the new, enlarged 
kitchen created and finished by Ben, 
there were a multitude of smaller jobs 
to complete, including a mammoth 
upstairs bathroom project budgeted to 
cost £15,000. When the pandemic 
struck, Ben realised he needed a whole 
new approach.

‘We had been saving money for the 
bathroom but spent that money on 
shopping,’ he says. ‘I had spent so much 
money on the house [in the past] but 
lockdown made me reassess what 
money I’m chucking at it. We went from 
spending £15,000 on a bathroom to 
£500. But even though it’s super-budget, 
it’s great, and just as pleasing. Lockdown 

garden 
gaming
Octagonal sandpit
This extra large build-it-
yourself sandpit gives 
plenty of space for a 
large family or several 
friends to play at once, 
with seats on each 
corner. £79, 
libertygames.co.uk

FAS Sky  
football table

This high-quality 
football table is perfect for the 

kids – and when they go to bed it’s 
game on for the adults, too. £599, 

libertygames.co.uk

Multicoloured 
fence pales

Made from recycled plastic, 
these multi-coloured fence 

pales are ideal for kids wanting 
that adult-free zone in the garden.

£7.91 per fence pale, kedel.co.uk
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‘We went from 
spending £15,000 on 
a bathroom to £500’

turn the frames any colour. Created on a 
fraction of the original budget, the 
bathroom works well with the rest of 
the house. 

Over the years, the property has 
gathered a mishmash of styles, from art 
deco to arts and crafts, and apart from 
removing two ugly fireplaces, Ben has 

presenter ben hillman tells OLiVer STaLLWOOd 
how he got stuck in to craft his forever home

 Retro: Furniture  
 reflects a classic,  
 mid-century vibe 

has taught me to be more inventive.’ Out 
went plans to knock the bathroom, 
shower room and hall into one larger 
space with a freestanding bath. In came 
a self-fitted plywood birch floor and a 
birch plywood shelf with birch wood 
bath panel. Ben also managed to update 
the UPVC window using a new paint 
from Zinsser, which allows people to 
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notice but I like these details,’  
laughs Ben.

Making a living from travelling and 
looking at houses, Ben says he picks up 
a lot of ideas. ‘I bring the influences 
back. The whole house is an amalgam 
of my travels around the world. I’m 
conscious that open-plan doesn’t 
always work that well, from the noise 
to having no place to hide. It’s not what 
I wanted here. I made a clear distinction 
between older and newer spaces.’

Aside from the extension and those 
jobs essential to leave to a tradesman, 
Ben has done everything himself. The 
kitchen looks ultra-modern in bright 
turquoise and is a reference to Ben’s 
nearby hometown of Brighton. ‘It’s a 
kick-ass colour and looks really modern 
too,’ he says. ‘I built all the cupboards 
and cabinets myself out of MDF. If you 
can cut a straight line, you can do what 
I’ve done in the kitchen.’ 

The Ben-made central island also 
features a novel book and magazine 
rack. There is even a secret door, 
disguised as a cupboard, from the 
kitchen leading onto a utility room. ‘It’s 
a speakeasy utility room,’ says Ben. 
Inside is a small bathroom with some 
Mini Moderns Whitby wallpaper, 
almost too good to be tucked away. 

It wasn’t just the indoors that got 
treated to this lockdown spree. At the 
front, a new pathway curves around 
Mediterranean flowers before it gets to 
the house. ‘It’s planted in a way people 
can’t take shortcuts to the house. You 
must enjoy the experience!’ Ben laughs.

At the back is a modernist structure, 
which wouldn’t look out of place in the 
Hollywood Hills. During lockdown, Ben 
built a climbing wall and play area for 
his two daughters from tanalised and 
weatherproof pine strips.

‘I wanted it to look like a bit of 
garden architecture and not just a 

Pirate galleon
The children will be hooked on this 

pirate galleon, which won’t 
quite cost an arm and 
a leg (but not far off). 
£450, johnlewis.com

Eco recycled outdoor 
garden chalk board
Made from recycled 
paper packaging and 
manufactured in the 
UK, this blackboard is 
perfect for learning 

and play. £12.95, 
amazon.

co.uk

Swing-making kit
This kit is so good it 

has royal approval   
– it was a wedding  
gift to William and 

Kate. Prince George 
has been seen  

swinging on one.  
£75, theoakand 

ropecompany.
co.uk

Adventure car
Let the little 
ones learn to 
drive with your 
no-claims  
bonus intact 
thanks to this 
cute car. £220,  
argos.co.uk
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climbing frame. It grew from there and 
now we have a modernist cube,’ he says. It 
may have cost around £1,200 but Ben and 
his daughters love it, so it was money well 
spent. ‘They are my DIY girls and join me 
on my adventures. During the build I did 
the Place In The Sun walk round with 
them., saying, “Imagine how it’s going to 
look like when it’s finished.”’

All of these projects are essential for 
keeping Ben’s body and mind busy.  ‘I do 
need projects to keep me going. What puts 
people off is spending a fortune on tools 

but you only need a basic tool kit and 
there are plenty of little projects you can 
do. It’s little simple changes that make a 
huge difference, lift your mood.’

Now the house is almost complete, is it 
time to down tools yet? ‘It was to be a 
forever home. I could be comfortable here 
until I kick the bucket You do a project, 
exhaust yourself and then have energy for 
something new. The dream now would be 
a plot of land and build from scratch.’

n Follow Ben on Instagram  
@benhillmantv, benhillman.co.uk

kept the original character. The 
living room’s Crittall-style windows 
evoke 1930s factories and 
warehouses, with good quality 
replicas of classic mid-century 
Eames pieces from Onske and 
Wishbone-style dining room chairs 
from Cult Furniture. Ben has also 
resisted the temptation to knock 

out all the walls and make it 
fashionably open-plan. 

Instead, the spaces connect, but 
are left separate. Cleverly, the new 
part of the house has been treated 
to concrete tiles to differentiate it 
from the herringbone, older 
sections. ‘I don’t think it’s 
something anyone would actually 

Climbing high: Ben 
made a play area  
for his daughters

 Old and new: Rooms  
 retain original features 

 Bold touch: The kitchen  
 and bathroom (right)  

 have sympathetic  
 updates 
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SCOTCH

DEEP & SPICY 
Blended
naked Grouse Scotch 
Whisky, £26, Tesco
Blended whiskies are the till-
ringers of the scotch world, 
representing 90 per 
cent of whisky sales. 
Containing barley and 
grain whiskies from a 
number of distilleries, 
blended whiskies are 
less spendy than 
single malts as their 
ingredients aren’t 
always as premium. 
That said, each blend 
is put together by its 
own Master Blender, 
in line with their vision 
and recipe. This is 
matured in oloroso 
sherry casks for 
super-rich fudge notes 
and a spicy finish. 

JapaneSe
Suntory Toki Whisky,  
£35, Tesco
Kudos to Japan for 
nailing the whisky 
game with a style 
originally based 
on Scotch. They 
had to switch up 
the peaty profile 
as it didn’t go 
down well with 
the Japanese 
palate and the 
nation’s whisky 
styles are now 
closer to the 
smoother 
Lowland and 
Speyside single 
malts, and in 
huge demand –
with prices 
ranging from £30 
to six figures. 
Suntory Toki has 
an easy-drinking 
sweet, herbal 
style, perfect 
with a dash  
of water.  

WORLD

SaLTY & SWEET
 HiGHland SinGle MalT
Old pulteney 12-Year-Old single 
malt whisky, £33, Waitrose
With a characteristic light, 
fruity and spicy style, the 
Highlands cover the largest 
area of the five producing 
regions. They typically use a 
pot still for distillation, a 

simpler method that 
preserves more of the 
flavours. Single 
malts stay true 
to their 
location, and 
this one, 
distilled  
by the 
Caithness 
coast, has 
gentle 
waves of 
sea spray 
and toffee.

SOfT & 
HERbaCEOuS

MELLOW & SWEET
US – KenTUcKY BOUrBOn 
Woodford reserve Malt, £32, asda

In my mind, Kentucky is all about 
hotel-trashing rockers 
knocking back Old-
Fashioneds and Mint Juleps. 
Kentucky bourbon gets its 
name from Bourbon 
County but barely any of 
it is made there now, as 

it can be produced in 
any US state. 

This one is, 
though, the 

only bourbon 
that’s triple- 
distilled in 
copper pot 
stills, and its 
caramel 
notes have a 
dusting of 
cocoa and 
brown spice. 

ROb buCkHavEn looks at the 
whiskies from different regions 
which are rocking our world...

 
Busters

the

SOfT anD fRuITY 
enGliSH
cotswolds Single Malt Whisky, 
£45, Waitrose 
England’s no newbie to the 

whisky scene – producing it up 
until 1905, back up and 

running in the 2000s 
and, without Scotland’s 
tight policing, there’s a 
wide array of styles and 
techniques around.
The Cotswolds 
distillery,  
one of 21  
in Blighty, 
scooped gold 
in the World 
Whisky 
Awards. Soft 
with a hint of 
marzipan, sip 
this with a 
splosh of 
ginger ale. 

SPICY & CREaMY
WelSH

penderyn Madeira Finish 
Single Malt, £37, Tesco

They only have four distilleries, 
but Wales has been part of the 

whisky world since the early 
1900’s, allegedly started by 
Evan Williams, who became 

the godfather of Kentucky 
Whisky. Heck, there’s even talk 

that Jack Daniels was Welsh. 
Penderyn is the most high-

profile, located in the Brecon 
Beacons, their version of the 
Scottish Highlands. They’ve 

used an Heath Robinson-style 
Faraday still and ex-Madeira 
casks to produce something 

with knock-out spiced-vanilla 
and toffee notes. 

fRuITY 
& COMPLEx
SpeYSide

Balvenie doublewood 12, 
£42, Sainsbury’s
Some big names reside in 
the Speyside region to the 
north –including the likes of 
Glenfiddich, Glenlivet and 

Macallan. Balvenie is 
owned by William 

Grant & Sons, 
who produce 
Glenfiddich, 
and its 
ageing in 
ex-sherry 
casks gives 
this 12-year-
old scotch 
festive 
notes of hot 
cross buns. 

RICH & 
REfInED 
lOWland SinGle MalT
auchentoshan Single Malt 
Whisky, £32, Tesco
Single malt Scotch on the 
rocks is the last word in 
sophistication, fact. Using 
100 per cent malted barley, 

single malts tend to have 
more flavour than the 

blended bottles. 
This classic  
is triple-
distilled and 
finished off 
in bourbon 
casks for 
notes of 
white peach 
and super-
smooth 
vanilla. 

SMOkEY & 
SaLTY
iSlaY
laphroaig 10-Year-Old 
Malt Whisky, £40, 
Morrisons
With aromas of bonfires 
and peat bogs, Islay 
whisky is a marmite 
style. Laphroaig has 
smoky, almost 

chewy flavours 
that are an 
acquired 
taste, 
with a  
spark of 
citrus peek-
a-booing 
from 
underneath 
the charred 
notes. 

LIgHT & 
fRuITY
iriSH
Jameson caskmates 
Stout edition irish 
Whiskey, £20, asda
Some regard Ireland as 
the father of whiskey, 
Irish whiskey doesn’t  
go for the smoky style,  

drying the malt in  
a close kiln, away 
from fire and 
smoke. Hence, 
 a more delicate 
honey note that 
runs through 
 their drams,  
with Caskmates 
aged in ex-beer 
casks for a  
cocoa-stout and 
chocolate finish. 
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...goes pink for 
breast cancer 
awareness month

compiled by LARA SARGENT

CLEAN 
TIMES 
Brighten up daily 
chores with 
Dishmatic’s limited-
edition, rosy pink, 
washing-up trio. The 
brand is donating 
£10,000 to UK 
charity Against 
Breast Cancer.  
From £1.50 for the 
Dishmatic Scrubbee, 
In store at Tesco 

NATURAL TOUCH 
You’ll feel good when you buy this 
natural, vegan-friendly deodorant 
balm as ten per cent from the 
Palmarosa + Mandarin scent will go 
to CoppaFeel! this October. Clean 
Deodorant Balm Palmarosa + 
Mandarin 55g, £12.50, The Natural 
Deodorant Co, naturaldeoco.com 
Buy it with the Ownable app

POWER FLOWERS 
Inspired by country cottage 
gardens, these floral tea towels 
will make light work of the drying 
up, especially as all proceeds go 
to Breast Cancer Now. Emma 
Britton tea towels, £10 for two, 
Breast Cancer Now, 
breastcancernow.org 
Buy it with the Ownable app

WELCOME 
MATT 

Overhaul your home this 
season with Little 

Greene’s wallpaper and 
paint and 15p from every 

sale will go to Breast 
Cancer Haven. The brand 

is pledging a minimum 
donation of £20,000. 

Absolute Matt Emulsion, 
£47 for 2.5l, Little Greene, 

littlegreene.com  
Buy it with the 

Ownable app

FACE OFF 
We love this eco-friendly 
mask, made from ghost 
fishing nets and ocean 
plastics. This month, £1 from every 
sale of the pink version will go to breast 
cancer charity, CoppaFeel!. Premium Face 
Mask with filter, £19.99, Thyra, thyraltd.com  
Buy it with the Ownable app

GIN-SPIREd
This crisp and sweet 
Apple & Hibiscus gin 
should be everyone’s 
autumnal tipple. Not 
only is it made from 
surplus and wonky 
Cox’s apples, but £2 
from every bottle sold 
this month will go to 
Breast Cancer UK  
with 58 Gin donating 
£2, too. Apple & 
Hibiscus Gin, £34,  
58 Gin, 58gin.com  
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

FLAME GAME 
Fill your surroundings with a sweet-smelling aroma by 
burning these quirky candles – 20 per cent of every 
sale is donated to the Pink Ribbon Foundation. Pink 
Ribbon Square 
Candle, £12 each, 
Flamingo Candles, 
flamingocandles.co.uk 
Buy it with the 
Ownable app

THROW’S 
GOLd 

Refresh your home with 
Sofology’s edit of pink pieces 

raising money for Breast Cancer 
Now throughout October. 

Geo Throw, £49 (£5 donation), 
Sofology, sofology.co.uk. Buy it 

with the Ownable app

BLUSHING 
BEAUTY  
Keep hydrated all 
winter with this 
soothing facial spritz 
with rosehip extract – 
100 per cent of profits 
support the Against 
Breast Cancer 
programme. 
Limited-edition  
Smell The Roses 
Hydration  
Spray, £23,  
Jane  
Iredale,  
janeiredale.
co.uk 
Buy it with  
the Ownable 
app

IN THE BAG... 
We dig this foldable shopping bag 
made from six old plastic bottles – 
and 25p from every sale goes to 
charity Against  
Breast Cancer.  
Our sort of retail 
therapy. Boobs 
Reusable Shopping 
Bag, £10, Kind Bag, 
kindbag.co 
Buy it with the 
Ownable app


