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 F
OR many of us, city life 
in lockdown triggered 
thoughts of moving 
home to a healthier, 
greener space near 
good commuter links. 
But where to move to? 
The London Outer 

Orbital Path — the “Loop” — is a compelling 
place to start your search.

It is perhaps the country’s least known 
long-distance footpath, a sort of M25 for 
pedestrians. This green ring route around 
the capital extends 152 miles and is conven-
iently divided into 24 sections, with clearly 
defined start and finish locations linked to 
Tube and train stations.

To walk it is an incredible way to discover 
the capital’s greenest pockets and corners, 
and to spot a place where you might want to 
live. This week, we focus on a swathe of 
south-east London suburbia — eight sections 

on the Loop — stretching from the riverside 
regeneration area of Erith, through attrac-
tive villages such as Old Bexley on the Kent 
border, to Banstead Downs near Epsom 
Racecourse.

Online searches for suburban homes 
surged during lockdown, accelerating when 
the stamp duty holiday started on July 8. 
Those enquiries are now translating into 
physical moves, says Simon Rubinsohn of 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.  

“The pandemic has accelerated decisions 
about trading up or down. Buyers are re-eval-
uating their lives. Many continue to work 
from home for at least part of the week, and 
are looking for a property that promotes 
wellbeing and better suits their needs now 
and during future lockdowns.”

With a shift to Zoom meetings and remote 
working, living within close proximity of the 
office is less of a priority. Suburbia is the 
obvious choice as it offers both town and 

FAMILY HOMES UNDER £400K
Now another wave of regeneration is under 
way in Erith, promising better homes and 
neighbourhoods. The district is a 40-minute 
commute to London Bridge or Cannon 
Street. But Crossrail’s southern spur to 
nearby Abbey Wood will slash journey times. 
Currently, you can buy a new three-bedroom 
house for quite a bit less than £400,000.

The Quarry is a new 600-home Erith 
address with an eight-acre ecology area, plus 
village green, primary school, park and play 
areas. A new phase of homes launches later 
this month. Prices from £455,000 for a 
four-bedroom house, with Help to Buy avail-
able. Call L&Q on 0333 0033 737.

Bexley borough has the lowest level of 
new-build homes in the capital, just 2.5 per 
cent of all stock, so there is sometimes a 
premium to pay for them. Charming Old 
Bexley is an ancient parish beside the River 
Cray, with the “old” prefix differentiating the 
village from Bexleyheath, a new town built 
in the Sixties.

Petts Wood became a railway suburb in the 
Twenties but sustained heavy bomb damage 
during the Second World War. A new wave 
of development followed and its rural setting 

Move to the ’burbs 
and stay in the Loop 
Find your new home on the London Outer Orbital Path. In the 
first of a three-part series, David Spittles begins your search

From £797,995: five-bedroom houses at Cane Hill Park, Coulsdon

Country style: the 
Derby Arms pub, left, 
opposite Epsom 
Racecourse, and 
Chislehurst High 
Street, right, typify 
the charm within 
reach of post-
lockdown London 
leavers looking to 
buy a home in 
commuterland 
south-east of the 
capital

country as well as quick commutes to central 
London when necessary, for work or pleas-
ure. And the time seems ripe as suburbia is 
set for a post-pandemic renaissance. Antic-
ipating a drift from city centres, the Govern-
ment has set up a cross-party Suburban 
Taskforce to address decades of decline. 

The Taskforce’s first focus is on the London 
commuter belt. The aim is to revitalise sub-
urbs with new transport and business initi-
atives plus imaginative, zero-carbon housing 
projects that cater for the mix of people 
living there. Outer London is enormously 
varied in terms of wealth, jobs, ethnicity, 
education and culture but this diversity has 
not always been matched by the output of 
developers. Together with a relaxation of 
planning laws, there will be a boost to house-
building on large scraps of so-called “brown-
field land” to preserve the green belt.

GO SOUTH-EAST OUT OF TOWN
London has 19 outer boroughs, stretching 
from Sutton in the south to Enfield in the 
north, from Havering in the east to Hilling-
don in the west. Suburbs extend into the 
home counties, where commuter towns 
were created by railway expansion in the 
early 20th century.

In general, house prices decline steadily 
as travel times lengthen. Yet it is possible to 
cherry-pick good-value areas with shorter 
commuting times to central London.

Suburban south-east London is recaptur-
ing the allure it had in the Fifties, when an 
aspiring post-war generation moved from 
the bombed-out inner city to the avenues of 
villages bordering Kent and Surrey.

The Loop’s south London section is known 
as the Blue Group, due to the colour of the 
signs marking the route along public foot-
paths, parks, woods and fields. Visit tfl.gov.
uk/modes/walking/loop-walk to download 
maps and details.

Erith, the starting point, hugs the Thames 
in Bexley borough. The area was a fashion-
able riverside resort in the mid-19th century, 
and still has London’s longest pier and awe-
some salt marshes. Industry took over in the 
late Victorian period, and in the Sixties Erith 
was given a sweeping concrete makeover, 
with brutalist architecture that shaped its 
image during the following decades.

HOMES & 
PROPERTY
For beautiful 
London homes, 
commuter homes 
and homes 
abroad, visit 
homesand 
property.co.uk
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LAUREN CASEY 
and Jerome 
Guinde, right, 
moved to London 
Square Tadworth 
Gardens near 
Epsom just before 
lockdown, and are 
delighted with their 
choice. “Covid-19 
has convinced us 
we made the right 
decision,” says 
Lauren, 33, a 
performing arts 
teacher. “Our 
quality of life is so 
much better than 
when we were 
renting a small flat. 

“We have our own 
garden and are 
close to woods and 
open countryside. 
We can walk to 
Epsom Downs in 20 
minutes. It’s 
uplifting and the 
views are 
spectacular.”

Lauren and 
Jerome, 29, a 
transport 
production 
manager in London,  
bought a three-
bedroom, two-
bathroom house, 
taking advantage of 
the low-deposit 
Help to Buy 
scheme. 

 ⬤ London Square: 
0333 666 4242

From £540,000: 
above, family houses 
at Lockesley Chase, 
to the north of 
Orpington centre. 
The town is in Travel 
Zone 6 with frequent 
18-minute trains to 
London Bridge

and quick commute are being rediscovered 
by home buyers. According to writer Keith 
Waterhouse in his book Streets Ahead, this 
Kent suburb was popular in the Sixties with 
late-working Fleet Street staff. “The all-night 
train service gave them the heaven-sent 
excuse of one more drink for the road.”

Orpington is the main commercial centre 
in this bit of suburbia. In Travel Zone 6, it’s 
in Oyster card territory, with frequent trains 
taking 18 minutes to London Bridge. Well-re-
garded schools and quick access to open 
countryside are bonuses. Lockesley Chase 
is a scheme of 24 family houses to the north 
of the town. Prices from £540,000. Call Fern-
ham Homes on 01689 660212.

THE BAKERLOO BUZZ
West Wickham railway station was built in 
1882, though most local housing dates back 
to the Thirties. Trains to central London take 
30 minutes, and it is a suggested stop on the 
proposed Bakerloo line extension through 
south-east London to Kent. Wickham 
Grange is a gated development of Tudor-
style houses ranging up to 1,604sq ft, with a 
garden and integral garage. Prices from 
£750,000. Call 020 8462 0360.

Hamsden Green lies on the plateau of the 
North Downs between the villages of 
Sanderstead and Warlingham in the affluent 
Tandridge district of Surrey. Coulsdon forms 
part of the North Downs and it was here, on 

an elevated site, that the Victorians built an 
architecturally magnificent asylum set in 
200 acres. Prior to its closure in 2006, the 
hospital controversially escaped a heritage 
listing and was later ravaged by fire. 

Developers acquired the hilltop site for 
Cane Hill Park, a new housing estate of 677 
homes in a parkland setting.

Three heritage buildings, including a water 
tower, that survived the blaze have been 
refurbished. Five-bedroom houses at Cane 
Hill Park are priced from £797,995. Call 0333 
3558 503.

From Coulsdon, trains to Victoria and 
London Bridge take just 21 and 28 minutes 
respectively.

EMBRACE NATURE NEAR EPSOM
Banstead Downs is a 313-acre Site of Special 
Scientific Interest and was once part of an 
unbroken expanse with Epsom Downs. 

London Square Tadworth Gardens is an 
attractive development of houses and apart-
ments built around a new village green. The 
homes also back on to Burgh Heath nature 
research and are close to National Trust-
owned Hadley Heath. 

The location seems a planet away from the 
central London yet falls into Travel Zone 6, 
with regular 35-minute trains to Waterloo 
from nearby Epsom. Houses cost from 
£530,000, and flats from £299,950. Call 
developer London Square on 0333 666 4242.

EPSOM: OUR QUALITY OF LIFE IS SO MUCH BETTER
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Thinking of 
moving? 
Start your 
search on

C
OULD there be a simple solution 
to London’s housing crisis? One 
that has been right under our 
noses — or, to be more accurate, 
just above our heads — all along? 

From this month, changes to the planning 
system will unlock a hitherto overlooked 
housebuilding resource that could change 
parts of London’s famous skyline forever: 
airspace development.

Developers and, to a point, homeowners 
will be able to add two storeys on to a 
private house, a block of flats, a shop or an 
office block, or really any kind of existing 
building, to create extra living space 
without the need for planning permission. 
Red tape is being cut in order to reduce 
urban sprawl and pressure on greenfield 
sites, while allowing cities to grow.  

“Before [the change was announced] we 
got about three enquiries per week,” says 
Richard Taube, managing director of 
rooftop development specialist Up Space. 
“Now we are getting 15 to 20.” 

There are restrictions under the new 
rules, however. The existing building must 
be detached, while listed buildings and 
those within a conservation area may not 
be used for airspace development.

Despite the limitations Laith Moubarak, 
acquisitions director of airspace developer 
Click Above, is enthusiastic about the 
potential: “Land in town and city centres is 
scarce and therefore the new rules will 
most certainly impact housing supply. 
Addressing the housing shortage makes 
sense.”

THE PREFAB METHOD 
Mani Khiroya is managing director of 
Fruition Properties, which has built 300 
flats atop other buildings in the capital 
since 2008. He favours a contemporary 
building technique that harks back to the 
post-war era — the prefab. 

Firms build prefabricated “pods” in 
factories, constructed from lightweight 
panels and complete with everything from 
fitted kitchens to electrics. The pods are 
then simply craned into position. 

“It is quicker than building on site and it 
minimises the disturbance for people 
living below,” says Khiroya. “A big 
education piece has to be done around 
prefabrication, but a building built in a 
factory is just as good as one built on site.” 

These rooftop homes are appearing all 
over London. Right on the fringes of the 
Nine Elms regeneration zone, Click Above 
has just finished adding two two-bedroom 
penthouse flats on top of a small block. It 
all happened with astonishing speed. The 
apartments were built off site and then 
craned into place in the space of a single 
weekend, after six weeks of preparatory 
work. The flats are now on sale priced 
from £675,000 (corbenmews.co.uk). 

Click Above’s Laith Moubarak says the 
firm has plans for another 150 new homes 
in similar rooftop developments and is in 
talks with “numerous” councils about 
adding flats above council-owned 
buildings: “Off-site construction results in 
at least half, and often 60 per cent time 
savings, compared to a traditional build.” 

THE TRADITIONAL OPTION
Traditional building methods are far from 
redundant on rooftops. In central London, 
Fruition Properties has been busy adding 
extra floors to Victorian buildings using 
traditional bricks and timber. At The One, 
in Porchester Road, Bayswater, the firm 
was able to add eight flats above a period 
pub. The project took eight months to 
complete. Meanwhile, at Madison 
Apartments in Fulham, Fruition took an 
old, run-down office building and 

converted it into 16 flats with a spectacular 
penthouse built on the roof. The project 
took 18 months. In Finchley, the company 
took a Twenties dairy that was being used 
as workshops, and over a period of 18 
months converted it into eight flats, with a 
new penthouse built on to the roof.  

THE POTENTIAL TO CREATE 
41,000 NEW HOMES
Analysing Ordnance Survey and Land 
Registry data, estate agent Knight Frank 
has identifed 23,000 buildings, in travel 

THE NITTY-GRITTY
You can only add to apartment blocks that 
are at least three storeys high. And if you 
want to add two extra floors to your home 
you will be subject to the normal planning 
rules, which are tough.

As well as meeting building and design 
standards, Click Above’s Laith Moubarak 
points out that the change in permission 
only applies to detached homes built 
between 1948 and 2018. “It is only 
applicable to a small number of [private 
residential] London properties.” 

Freeholders are within their rights to 
carry out a rooftop development without 
the permission of their leaseholders — but 
freeholders generally prefer to get their 
leaseholders on side, offering up 
incentives such as better fire safety, 
improvements to the communal areas and 
landscaping and a future reduction in 
service charge, in return for them putting 
up with the disruption of building work.

If residents share the freehold and 
decide to develop their rooftop, they could 
sell the rights to the airspace to a 
developer, and split the proceeds.

The typical payday for a London airspace 
development would be in the tens, rather 
than hundreds, of thousands of pounds 
per person.

You no longer need planning permission to add two more floors to flats, offices and shops. ‘Airspace 
development’ creates room for 41,000 new homes to ease the London crisis. By Ruth Bloomfield

The only  
way is

Zones 1 and 2 alone, that could be suitable 
for rooftop development, potentially 
providing space to build 41,000 new 
homes.

This sounds like a lot, but bear in mind 
that London Mayor Sadiq Khan estimates 
the capital needs 66,000 new homes to be 
built each year to accommodate current 
and future Londoners. Even so, rooftop 
developments have the potential to help 
the housing crisis in a substantial way.

WHAT ABOUT THE PITFALLS?
The Royal Institute of British Architects 
says the change in regulations is “deeply 
concerning”. In its official response to the 
Government’s proposals, RIBA warned: 
“The poor quality of existing residential 
development under permitted 
development is creating large quantities 
of unsafe and poor-quality housing that 
will create long-term problems for the 
housing stock. Policy on this matter 
should not be focused on numbers alone. 
Quality is vital.” 

A loosening of planning controls is also 
of concern to Peter Murray, chairman of 
New London Architecture. “In theory 
there is nothing wrong with building on 
top of buildings,” he says. “But it will have 
quite a visual impact. The risk is that not 
enough thought will go into the design of 
these extensions. You need good 
architects, but a lot of people will just ask 
their builder if they can do something.”

Design issues aside, neighbours can also 
be seriously impacted by nearby 
developments that could block their light 
and overlook their homes.

However, Richard Taube of Up Space 
says permitted development does not 
constitute a free-for-all. “You still have to 
do daylight and sunlight assessments and 
things like that,” he explains. “We can’t 
just build what we like. But before [the 
change] everything was very subjective 
and some councils were resistant.”

Above: a two-
bedroom penthouse 
is craned into place 
atop a four-storey 
block of flats in 
Abbey Rd, NW8, by 
Apex Airspace 
(apexairspace.co.uk)
Below: Madison 
Apartments, SW6, by 
Fruition Properties
Bottom: finished 
penthouse, Abbey Rd
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M
ORE of us than ever are 
staying in the UK for our 
holidays and while Covid 
is certainly a factor, this 
trend began long ago. 

The sheer beauty and variety on offer 
at home is impossible to ignore and 
while the weather might not always 
be perfect, demand for UK second 
homes has soared post-lockdown.

 Here are three options for anyone 
who likes messing about on the water.

COTSWOLDS LAKES
NINETY minutes from London, 
Cotswolds Water Park has 170-plus 
lakes in a 40-mile radius. Watermark 
is a 520-acre residential estate south 
of Cirencester, with 360 homes and 
six lakes offering water-skiing, wake 
and paddle boarding, sailing, 
cable-skiing and fishing. Resale 
property starts from £250,000 for a 
small three-bedroom terrace house of 
about 900sq ft. New lakefront homes 
are priced up to £1.7 million.

“The location, the facilities and the 
security on offer are what bring our 
buyers here,” says Mark Brown of 
Watermark. “We have always been 
popular with second home 
buyers from London for the 
escapism we offer and as 
people’s lifestyle is changing 
our buyers are increasingly 
spending more time here.”

Lockdown has increased 
demand significantly. “It has 
been phenomenal,” says 
Brown. “Since lockdown 
lifted we have sold 10 
off-plan homes and have no 
resale homes currently 

available at all.” An off-plan three- or 
four-bedroom detached house of 
2,000sq ft with gardens costs 
£650,000 with no stamp duty payable.

 ⬤ watermarkcotswolds.com

SURFING ON THE NORTH 
CORNISH COAST
MORE of us are getting on a surf 
board every year, says Sport England. 
While we might not have the swell to 

rival Hawaii, the north coast 
of Cornwall, and Newquay in 
particular, has a regular 
crowd of wetsuit warriors 
carrying their boards out 
into the Atlantic.

Two off-plan schemes in 
Newquay by Stephens & 
Stephens are for sale. 
Overlooking Fistral Beach, 
five contemporary four-
bedroom townhouses, seen 
left, over three floors, ready 

next spring, are £735,000. Nearby 
Cliff Edge has 39 one-, two- and 
three-bedroom open-plan apartments 
claiming a “Mykonos meets Ibiza” 
design, with underground parking 
and overlooking Tolcarne Beach. 
Prices start from £195,000.

 ⬤ stephensandstephensdevelopers.com

SAIL AWAY TO NEW FOREST
HISTORIC Lymington in the New 
Forest district, all cobblestone alleys 
and bustle, is on the coast between 
Bournemouth and Southampton. 
From the pretty harbourside of this 
Hampshire port town you can watch 
as ferries cross to the Isle of Wight. 
London is just over two hours away 

with the final part of your drive 
through the forest itself, with its wild 
horses and seemingly endless 
woodland. “Lymington is all about 
sailing,” says Andrew Grice, associate 
director of Spencers New Forest 
estate agents. “It has a pretty 
Georgian high street and regular 
Saturday market, and is excellently 
set up for sailing life with a deep-
water harbour, two marinas and two 
sailing clubs.” 

Top demand and top prices are 
south of Lymington High Street 
closest to the water, where residents 
can stroll to the marina and pubs. A 
three- or four-bedroom detached 
Victorian house there starts at 
£800,000 and prices rise rapidly.

“Recent sales include a two-
bedroom semi-detached Victorian 
house of 968sq ft with garden for 
£550,000 and a beautiful modern 
waterfront home for £2.1 milion 
where you could push your dinghy 
into the water from your garden gate,” 
says Grice.

 ⬤ spencersnewforest.com

Cathy Hawker 
finds bolt holes for 
wetsuit warriors 
near lovely lakes, 
rivers and beaches

Holiday 
homes  
for water 
sport fans 

Above: new Watermark lakeside homes in the Cotswolds; inset, three-bedroom 
house near Lymington High Street and the river, £775,000 (spencersnewforest.co m)

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

The new autumn/winter collection from the interiors 
specialist brings you comforting texture and colour 

THE sun is setting earlier day by 
day and the leaves are beginning 
to change from green to gold. 
And the change of the seasons is 

bringing a new aesthetic into our homes.
Autumn should be all about bringing 

the great outdoors in: think natural 
materials, plenty of texture for added 
comfort, and a mellow colour scheme.

The new autumn/winter collection 
from interiors specialist Neptune goes on 
sale this week and captures this new 
atmosphere perfectly — just as we 
prepare to hunker down for our first 
autumn in the “new normal” world we 
now inhabit.

“Autumn is all about texture,” said 
Emma-louise Marston, store leader at 
Neptune’s Fulham showroom. “It adds 
warmth and cosiness. We have learned 
this year that our home is our haven — 
and that is what texture and really 
warming tones create.”

Texture and comfort can be added 
instantly by the addition of the super-soft 
Tussock sheepskin rugs, perfect to throw 
over a chair for added warmth, or placed 
beside the bed ready for cold feet on 
chilly mornings. Priced from £125. 

Or, if you have an open fire, now is the 
time to prepare for chilly nights with a 
Redford log basket, made of another 
natural material: golden-toned rush, with 
an ink blue band. Priced from £40, even if 

you don’t have a real fire, these baskets 
are brilliant for storage. When it comes to 
colour, Neptune has anointed Olive, a 
soft, warm, rich green with a subtle 
undercurrent of yellow, the tone of the 
season. Use it on the walls, with matt 
emulsion at £38 for 1.2L, or for upholstery, 
with 100 per cent wool Harris tweed, 
£105 per metre. 

Equally you could take advantage of 
Neptune’s bespoke furniture painting 
service and use Olive to give a twist to 
one of its timeless, solid wood cabinets 
for the bedroom, living room, dining 
room or kitchen. Alternatively get the 
look by upgrading your cutlery with the 
Handsworth resin-handled sets with olive 
handles, £80 for a 24-piece set.

“Traditional neutrals are still with us, 
and will be for a long time to come, but 
what we are also seeing is a real move 
towards greens and blues in the home,” 
said Emma-louise. “They are going from 
strength to strength, and they have so 
much more richness and depth.”

For Emma-louise the standout  
piece of furniture for autumn/winter is 
the Ardingly cabinet, from 
£1,635, with interior lights and 
adjustable shelves. “It is so 
versatile, she said. “It can be a 
drinks cabinet, a dressing table, 
even a small larder, and it also 
works as a work station. Most 

To find out more 
and browse a 
range of home 
decor, visit 
neptune.com

Create a mellow mood with Neptune 

of us have seen the way we work change. 
Working from home is how many of us 
live now and with a cabinet as a desk, 
when you are finished you can just close 
the doors on your ‘office’.”

However, her absolute favourite piece is 
more modest although equally practical: 
the rough-hewn Stanton teak root bowl, 
priced from £45. “Our garden furniture is 
made of teak and we are always looking 
for ways to be more sustainable,” 
explained Emma-louise. 

“Normally the roots of the tree would 
just be discarded and burned, but by 
using them to make bowls we are making 
sure there is no waste. 

“And every one is different and unique. 
They make a really beautiful statement 
piece.”

Make a statement: 
above, Suffolk kitchen 
in Charcoal with 
Charlecote island 
painted in Olive; 
below, Arts &  
Crafts-inspired 
Wycombe chair

Versatility counts: 
above, the Ardingly 
cabinet; left,  
Chawton cabinetry 
painted in Olive
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there just aren’t many black interior 
designers out there,” she says. 
“Happily, I’ve had positive 
experiences, but I have heard too 
many sad stories of discrimination 
blighting too many design careers.”

Accordingly, the two professionals 
together have founded a charity 
called United in Design (UiD). They 
have devised a diversity “pledge” for 
the interior design industry, and are 
asking would-be UiD members to 
commit to least three of its tenets, 
which include support for 
apprenticeships/mentoring, and an 
outreach programme for schools.

“It all begins with education,” says 
Dauley. Already they have 125 
signatories, from individual 
supporters to small and large brands 
and practices, each contributing 
financially according to their size. 
They include internationally famous 
Martin Brudnizki, Taylor Howes, 
David Collins, Joyce Wang and 
Katharine Pooley.

 Already signed up is globally 
successful designer Eva Sonaike 
(evasonaike.com), whose Nigerian 
heritage feeds into vibrant patterns 
for fabrics, cushions, lamp shades and 
furniture. “I have experienced 
discrimination and prejudice on 
many levels,” she says. “UiD will 
change perceptions and open doors.”

 Also on board is architect Charu 
Gandhi, with her own design 
company Elicyon (elicyon.com). She 
had an Indian childhood, and then 
travelled to the Far East, California 
and Europe. “Now I move seamlessly 
between cultures.” In schools, she 
works with the Mayor’s Fund for 
London Access Aspiration 
programme (mayorsfundforlondon.
org.uk).

 “Design should  bring us together 
not push us apart,” says Mimi 
Shodeinde (miminat.com). Born in 
London of Nigerian heritage, her 
functional sculptural art was in a 
debut show in Mayfair in 2016. “I’m 
inspired by multiple cultures,” she 
says of her furniture, glass, woodwork 
and vessels.

 London-based Design Can 
(design-can.com) is also pushing for 
design diversity. Launched last year, it 
is a hard-hitting website with a rolling 
feed of inspirational stories and 
educational resources. On its 
committee is London’s multi-
disciplinary artist/designer Yinka 
Ilori, whose Nigerian roots are 
reflected in exuberant works such as 
last year’s summer pavilion for the 
Dulwich Museum. “According to the 
Design Council, the UK design 
industry is 78 per cent male and only 
13 per cent of employees are from 
BAME backgrounds,” he says. 
“Hopefully we can change that.”

Diversity enriches 
interior design
London is full of hugely talented designers from black and 
minority ethnic backgrounds. A new charity aims to 
nurture them and boost their ranks. By Barbara Chandler

S
OPHIE ASHBY, a high-profile 
designer of luxury interiors, 
recently called her industry 
“elitist and exclusionary” in 
an outspoken critique, 

adding that “you often need the 
right connections for success”. Her 
views were crystallised by the 
death in the US of George Floyd 
at the end of May, the 
explosion on Instagram of 
#blackouttuesday where 
black squares were 

posted in solidarity, and the 
ensuing Black Lives Matter 

movement, which also 
triggered the Activism Now 

September issue of Vogue.
Meanwhile, black interior 

designer Alexandria Dauley, with 
her own successful south London 

practice (dauleydesign.com) and a 
teacher at KLC School of Design, 

had been nurturing ideas to combat 
prejudice within the profession. 
“I am a minority in my industry — 

Ethnic and 
architectural 
elements: 
London-based 
artist/designer 
Simone Brewster, 
right, with Mother, 
a piece in plywood 
and tulipwood 
from her Tropical 
Noire collection of   
large interior 
sculptural vessels
Inset top left: 
the Colombo Two  
cordless phone, 
from the studio of 
Acton-based 
industrial designer   
and tech products 
specialist,  
Tej Chauhan 
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Young designer Mac Collins is also on 
the Design Can steering group. His 
family come from Jamaica and the 
UK. He won multiple student awards 
for his Iklwa chair, named after a 
Zulu spear and reminiscent of a tribal 
throne. “My one-off pieces often 
explore my cultural heritage,” he says.
  Trained in India and at Central Saint 
Martins where she is now a teacher, 
Londoner Kangan Arora  creates 
print for fabric, rugs and more 
(kanganarora.com). “It’s in my blood 
as my family have a textile business 
in Ludhiana in North India, where I 
grew up.” Her assured layered 
geometrics have won clients such as 
Ikea, Heal’s, the Tate and Floor_Story.

She favours apprenticeships and 
mentoring. “Design firms should hire 
more diversely and share voices and 
perspectives.” Of second generation 
Indian heritage is the Acton-based 
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Diversity pledge: interior designers 
Alexandria Dauley and Sophie Ashby 
co-founded the charity United in Design

Left: cushions 
from £69; poufs 
from £299; fabrics 
from £79 a metre, 
all from London-
based homeware 
designer Eva 
Sonaike, far left 
(evasonaike.com)

According to the Design 
Council, the UK design 
industry is 78% male and only 
13% of employees are from 
BAME backgrounds. 
Hopefully we can change that
Yinka Ilori (left)

industrial designer Tej Chauhan, 
whose award-winning practice 
(tejchauhan.com) has done hi-tech 
products for Nokia, Lexus, Tesco and 
many more. His approach is 
“emotive” and the results are intuitive 
to use. “My heritage is a richness 
which helps me connect, an 
extension of my personality.”

With Jamaican parents, Annette 
Taylor-Anderson says: “I think of 
myself as a designer not a black 
designer.” Born and raised in London, 
she makes large-scale murals for 
homes, hotels, bars, offices and care 
homes, often inspired by scenes from 
the capital (atadesigns.com).

London-based artist/designer 
Simone Brewster (simonebrewster.
co.uk) has a degree in Architecture 
from the Bartlett, UCL, plus an MA in 
Design Products from the Royal 
College of Art. She is making 
large-scale sculptural furniture and 
other artefacts and took to painting 
during lockdown.

“I have a black female view,” she told 
the New York magazine Business of 
Home recently. “I am the voice of a 
Londoner with Caribbean parents 
that grew up in a multicultural 
society. But the cold fact is that just 
0.32 per cent of the furniture 
produced by leading brands is created 
by black designers.”
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