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Spruce up your outdoor space for 
the ultimate staycation destination

garden variety

tHe WOrLd iS nOt enOUgH
It’s location on the river is handy for 
London’s best restaurants, bars, museums 
and impromptu speed boat chases.

JOin tHe Q 
A real-life MI6 gadgetmaster, like Bond’s  
Q, came up with poison pens and bombs 
disguised as rats while at Whitehall Court.

tHe SeCret’S OUt 
Rather giving the game away there don’t 
you think, Bond? The premises were once  
so secret that a bogus address was listed 
with the Post Office – Messrs Rasen, Falcon 
Limited, so M16 could pose as a shipping 
firm – but these days a giant English 
Heritage blue plaque marks the spot.

J
AMES BOND isn’t someone we’d 
normally turn to for property 
advice. A man who spends more 
time in his car than at home, 
007 probably hasn’t watched a 

single episode of Homes Under The 
Hammer in his underpants. His boss, M, 
however, is a different prospect entirely 
– especially if his real-life counterpart 
was anything to go by. 

Whitehall Court, once the beating 
heart of Britain’s Secret Intelligence 
Service, MI6, is up for sale. The 4,144sq 
ft, three-bed penthouse was once so 
secret that it had a bogus address, but  
a blue plaque now announces it as the 
former offices and home of Sir Mansfield 
Smith-Cumming, the first director of the 
Secret Service. It even has a cameo in 
the latest James Bond movie, No Time To 
Die, where Daniel Craig pulls up outside, 
looks up at the building and crosses to 
the adjacent Defence Ministry.

Smith-Cumming, who used to sign 
himself either C or M in the green ink 
loved by secret agents, was used by Ian 
Fleming as the inspiration for M, and  
his penthouse hideaway comes with 
fittings worthy of a spy movie.

During World War One, to counter 
fears over German Zeppelins and 
bombers, M had the building 
strengthened and it still boasts 
reinforced steel-core beams and floors 
so tough they could withstand a bomb 
blast. Now on the market for £5.5million, 
the penthouse dates back to 1887 and 
spans three floors. It was personally 
chosen by M who spotted its canny use 
of normally unwanted space. It was also 
very conveniently located next to the 
War Office, Admiralty and Foreign 
Office. Living and working space was

tHe SPieS WHO 
LOved it... 
Just a few minutes  
walk from the Defence 
Ministry, Whitehall Court 
was built in 1884-1887 
by Jabez Balfour, 
designed by Thomas 
Archer and A Green.  
Its unassuming  
façade hosted the  
Secret Intelligence 
Service (MI6), that  
spied on the  
Germans in  
Belgium and 
on the Bolsheviks in 
Russia, until the end 
of World War One. 

Continued on Page 16 » 

OLiver StaLLWOOd 
eaveSdropS on the 
former home of the 
SpymaSter who waS  
the inSpiration for 
jameS Bond’S BoSS, m

 Licence to thrill:  
 Whitehall Court, former   

 home to real-life 007s   
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view to a thrill..
For all those other secret agents wondering why they never progress 
through the ranks to have a silver gadget-laden Aston Martin, MI6 quite 
literally has a glass ceiling. In the dining room, that is. Should give an 
interesting view of what is happening in the room on the floor above 
(inset). Though James would be the perfect gentleman, we’re sure...

For YoUr  
eYeS oNlY

Ah, the master bedroom  
– 007’s favourite place after 

 casinos and enemy submarine lairs.  
Smith-Cumming hid himself away in his  
pied-à-terre, as he reported in his SIS 

memos. ‘Been here five weeks. Absolutely cut 
off from everyone while here and cannot give 
my address out or be telephoned to under my 
own name.’ These days, contact isn’t quite so 

cloak and dagger and the penthouse is 
substantially more luxurious than in  
Smith-Cumming’s day. There’s even 
a novel sunken bath (inset below).  

Oh, James... it may be time to  
lie-in another day.

» From Page 15

created in the eaves and the flat 
was a labyrinthine collection of 
offices and passageways where 
007-style agents were led up six 
flights of stairs to be briefed.

It was here, too, that the Q of  
the day created gadgets including 
invisible ink, pens containing 
poison and bombs disguised as rats. 
MI6 left Whitehall Court in 1919 for 
new offices in Holland Park, but 
Smith-Cumming continued to use it 
as his office and official residence 
until 1922. 

Now, agents are again treading 
the same stairwells – this time 
estate agents – with the hope of 
selling one of the capital’s most 
unusual properties. Gary Hersham, 
founding director of Beauchamp 
Estates, says: ‘When M16 was  
first founded in 1909, there were 
far fewer staff. So the first 
headquarters that Sir Mansfield 
Smith-Cumming found for M16  
was a small private apartment  
on Vauxhall Bridge Road. 

‘However, as the number of 
operatives grew, Sir Mansfield was 
forced to go homehunting again 
and in 1911 he moved M16 into 

Whitehall Court, taking this 
spacious penthouse which was 
located across the top floors  
and eaves of the building. He 
clearly had an eye for acquiring  
a good property.’

The penthouse has been in 
private ownership for more than a 
decade and is currently owned by a 
Russian (we’re not quite sure what 
Smith-Cumming would make of 
that!) – and while the WWI safety 
measures are still in place, there 
are enough modern luxuries to 
keep even the fussiest spies happy.

On the eighth floor, there is now 
a spacious main reception room, 
and the living space opens onto a 
large 53-ft roof terrace overlooking 
the government buildings. 

Upstairs, there is the master 
bedroom suite, with walk-in 
dressing room and main bathroom, 
alongside two spacious guest 
bedrooms. It’s up a further flight  
to the well-appointed kitchen and 
formal dining room (complete with 
glass ceiling) while the landmark 
cupola has been turned into a  
two-level living space providing  
a reception room on the lower  
level and a library on the top floor.

n beauchamp.com 

oN her MaJeStY’S  
SeCret ServiCe
The reception room was the setting for many 
real-life secret agent briefings. But do watch 
out for those reinforced beams after one too 
many Martinis. 
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On middle ground
with AcAdAtA’s house price index 
reveAling the AverAge home in 
london costs £594,765, ANDREA 
DEAN looks At the new-builds 
you cAn get for the money...

 ToTTERiDgE PlAcE N20, two-bed flat, 807sq ft, £599,950 
On the first floor and one of only a handful of homes left at this sought-after scheme, this high-spec  

apartment has two bathrooms, a large open-plan kitchen/living room and a balcony, and comes with  
a Sonos sound system, Siemens appliances, curtains and blinds. crestnicholson.com

ZoNE 4

ZoNE 1

lockEslEy chAsE, 
oRPiNgToN BR5,  

four-bed townhouse,  
1,209sq ft, £600,000 

Everything you need is on the 
doorstep of this contemporary home; 
it’s close to great schools, shops and 

green space, and London Bridge is 
just over 20 minutes away by train. 

Includes a large living/
dining room, kitchen, 

two bathrooms, a 
turfed back garden 

and tons of storage. 
fernham-homes.co.uk WEsTgATE 

housE 
EAliNg W5,  

two-bed flat, 
610sq ft, 

£595,000 
This warehouse-

inspired sixth-floor 
apartment is 

part of the 
Highlife 

Collection, 
consisting 

of three new 
levels on top 

of the former River 
Island HQ, currently 

being converted into 
housing. Residents 

will have access to a 
sauna, gym, lounge, 

and hot-desking 
facilities. 

galliardhomes.com

ZoNE 6

ANThology DEPTfoRD 
fouNDRy sE14, two-bed 
flat, 809sq ft, £595,000  
Both New Cross and Deptford stations 
are within a ten-minute walk of this 
spacious sixth-floor home. Features two 
double bedrooms with fitted 
wardrobes, two bathrooms, 
an all-in-one kitchen/living/
dining area leading out to a 
balcony and a cupboard in 
the hall. anthology.london

ZoNE 2

RoyAl MiNT gARDENs E1, 
studio, 431sq ft, £595,000

An 11th-floor apartment with a bespoke kitchen and 
views over a communal garden, located moments 

from Tower Bridge and St Katharine 
Docks. The development’s 

amenities include a gym, 
jacuzzi, swimming pool  

and cinema room. 
knightfrank.co.uk 

hARRoW ViEW 
WEsT hA2,  
three-bed  
semi-detached 
house, £1,018sq ft, 
£595,000
Designed for a busy family, 
this well-proportioned house 
includes a kitchen/diner 
opening onto the garden, 
downstairs WC, plus three 
bedrooms – one en suite.  
persimmonhomes.com

ZoNE 4

ZoNE 3
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‘Buying defined my life’
SKYE 
GYNGELL

MY FIRST
HOME

Sydney to Shepherd’S BuSh might Seem like a long journey But for 
Chef Skye gyngell it waS worth the wait to find her dream home

 No place like home:     
 Skye loves looking at      

 other homes but says she     
 still loves hers the most    

my firSt home

H
ailing from australia, 
Skye gyngell made her 
name as an international 
chef – training in Sydney 
and then Paris, before 

moving to london to work at The 
French House and taking on the role 
of head chef at Petersham nurseries. 
now 56, her house-buying journey 
didn’t start until her mid-forties, 
when she bought the property she 
still lives in today. 

next year, Skye will be hosting a 
chef residency (February 1-11) for 
guests staying on the luxury five-star 
island in the Maldives, Coco Bodu 
Hithi, cooking a six-course tasting 
menu for guests at the award-winning 
aqua restaurant.

When did you buy your  
first home?
i didn’t buy my first home until i was 
46, after i got divorced – that was my 
first real home that i bought myself.  
i consider it my very first home.

How did it feel?
it felt so exciting. it was 100 per cent 
ownership so it defined my life in a 
way that i wanted to live it. i love my 
house and don’t want to let go of it. 
Every time i put the key in the front 
door i love it.

What is the property like?
i live in Shepherd’s Bush, west 
london. When i bought it, i wanted  
a place i could make my own. it was  

a two-up, two-down with no central 
heating and an outside loo. i had to  
do a lot of work and i built up and 
out. it has been a process of ongoing 
change for me. i had to learn how  
i would live in it. Some things were 
right and some things weren’t. 
Everyone says buy a house and  
live in it first and it’s so true. 

What did you with it?
i moved the kitchen somewhere else. 
it was pretty much unlivable. if i did 
it again, i would spend more time 
working out where the sun comes in 
and look even more into the details.  
i started with more colour than i have 
now. now it is white and the bedroom 
is dark blue – i love sleeping in dark 

colours. Mostly i prefer 
colour-popping accessories 
against a white background. 
it sounds strange even 
though it’s white, if you 
walked in you’d think it was 
very colourful because of 
everything that is in it. i love 
that it is full of memories.  
if i see something in, say, a 
souk in Marrakesh, i will 
buy it [and bring it home] 
– the house is filled with 
things i have collected. i 
only ever buy hardbacks 
and these are everywhere  
– i can look around  
the house and see  
all my memories. 

What is home 
ownership to you?
My house really for me is 
my sanctuary. i work long 
hours and when i get home 
it’s like a cave that is really 
safe. i’d be loathed to give 
that up. i love Zoopla and 
themodernhouse.com and 
imagine places i like to  
live, but i never find 
anything to beat 
my house. if 
your house goes 
up in price 

that’s great but i don’t see it as an 
investment, i see it as a base. 

What is your best advice for 
first-time buyers?
i think you really have to think it 
through and imagine living in the 
house and area. is it a place you want 
to come back to every day? i think 
about all of those. is it light, are the 
rooms good? You have to envisage 
yourself living there. is the fabric of 
your life there? if i took myself out of 
my area i wouldn’t feel comfortable. 

How was the buying process 
for you?
i’m not a person who can read a form 
– i literally glaze over. i took a lot of 
guidance from people. i had looked 
for two years to find the house that 
was right for me. The surveying  
was expensive and when it came to 
my house i couldn’t do another 

survey. literally the back of the 
house crumbled away when i  
started working on it. Surveys  
are super-important. 

What was important  
when you were looking?
Kitchens are really important for 
hanging out. i do have a beautiful 
kitchen and i saved up for it. i love  
it but it’s very, very simple. i wanted 
that because i have a lot of fancy 
equipment at work. People have  
to remember i am still in a kitchen  
12 hours a day, six days a week and 
when i get home it’s nice to switch 
off. if you are a bank teller do you 
want to count money at home? 
Probably not. i eat simply and it’s 
been a long time since i cooked  
a lot at home.

You have this residency on 
Coco Bodu Hithi coming up  
– do you get to spend a lot  
of time away from home, 
and how does it feel to  
come back?
i do travel a lot for work and i try to 

go back to australia at least once  
a year. i still love my work now as 
much as when i started it. i feel 
it’s so true that if you find 
something you love you never 
do another day’s work in your 
life. going away and doing this 
residency is so exciting 
because we cook so 
seasonally here it is great to 
go somewhere and use 
ingredients that i don’t 
normally use. i hope i can 
relax a little bit, too. i’ve 
been to the Maldives 
before – it is so beautiful. 
i live in london and it  
is the perfect antidote. 

n cococollection.com
INTERVIEW BY  

OLIVER STALLWOOd
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Lockdown proved the uLtimate  
test for this famiLy’s new home  
and it passed with fLying  
coLours, they teLL AndreA deAn

A
RIANE and Matt Grimshaw 
had been living in rented 
accommodation in Minster 
Lovell, near Witney in 
Oxfordshire, with their three 

daughters but couldn’t wait to get on 
the housing ladder and buy a place  
of their own. The couple, both 37, had 
previously viewed a string of properties 
but at the time were unable to get a 
mortgage. So when their circumstances 
changed, they hit the ground running 
and visited an array of developments, 
including Deanfield Homes’ Deanfield 
Grange in Shipton-under-Wychwood,  
a 20-minute drive away. 

‘As soon as we knew we were in a 
position to start our search again, we 
looked at a number of developments in 
the area. We were keen on new-builds 
as they offered the government’s Help 
to Buy scheme, making the property 
more attainable,’ explains Ariane. 

‘Deanfield Grange really impressed  
us. The quality of the build was better 
than others we had seen and, after 
seeing the showhome, we loved the  
way the house was designed internally 
and the generous size of each room.’

Help to Buy gives homebuyers a 
financial boost with an equity loan  
of up to 20 per cent of the property’s 
value (40 per cent in London), which  
is interest-free for five years and  
paid back when the home is sold. It’s 
available on a range of new-builds 
costing up to £600,000 and offered to 
both first-time buyers and home movers 
who can pay a five per cent deposit. 
However the current scheme ends next 

March and, from April 1, 2021, only  
first-time buyers will be eligible  
while lower regional price caps are  
being introduced.

By taking advantage of Help to Buy, 
Ariane and Matt were able to afford  
a four-bed detached house with plenty 
of room for everyone, and moved in  
just before lockdown. ‘We really got the 
personal touch from Deanfield Homes, 
moving a wall back for us and lowering 
the plug sockets,’ says Ariane. ‘They 
went above and beyond to get us in and 
nothing was too much trouble. The site 
manager even came to check we were 
all OK and make sure we could operate 
everything. With homeschooling and 
WFH, the house has proved it works  
for us. Matt has been running his 
management consultancy from here 
and we have all been able to be in  
at the same time and not disturb him. 

‘The house feels so spacious, even 
with all our furniture in it, and the girls 
are loving the fact that they have their 
own bedrooms. We feel very fortunate 
and the location is great as I can easily 
get to Witney where I teach gymnastics, 
and Matt can travel into London  
a couple of days a week.’

Three and four-bed houses are for  
sale at Deanfield Grange, set on the  
edge of a Cotswolds village in an  
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Constructed in mellow local stone,  
homes include Shaker-style kitchens 
with integrated appliances, landscaped 
front gardens and garages, and are from 
£395,000 with the option of Help to Buy. 

n deanfieldhomes.co.uk

first-time buyer
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Price (for a four-
bed): £525,000
5% deposit: 
£26,250
20% Help to Buy 
loan: £79,000
Mortgage: approx 
£1,591
Estate charge: 
approx. £26pcm 
Monthly spend 
approx. £1,617

do the 
MATHS

‘With homeschooling 
and WFH, the house 
proved it works for us’

 Family affair:   
 Matt and   

 Ariane are  
 delighted with  

 their family  
 home 
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As stAycAtion Brits 
dreAd the end of summer, 
rhs AwArd-winning gArden 
designer roB dwiAr tells 
Clare Morrisroe how  
to mAx-out time in your 
outside spAce

 Garden room: Find more  
 finishing touches in The White  

 Company’s outdoor accessories  
 range, from £10,   

 thewhitecompany.com 

HOME INTERIORS / INSPIRATION / FOOD

in association
with Halifax

Home Insurance  Page 22 » 

the budget bargains that will get 
your garden looking a million dollars

the £100 Makeover

HOME INTERIORS / INSPIRATION / FOOD

in association
with Halifax

Home Insurance 

Continued on Page 22 »

lateout

1 Large Raw Steel Fire Pit, £189, limelace.co.uk;  
2 Cox & Cox Industrial Style Firepit, £175, joules.com; 
3 Kettler Kalos Plush Table Top Electric Patio Heater, 
£149, johnlewis.com; 4 Hundslund large flatwoven 
rug, £79, ikea.co.uk; 5 Contemporary Intreccio 
Turquoise Rug by Floorita, from £89, therugshopuk.co.uk

2

4

3

1

5

Stay

L
OCKDOWN at home  
has made us really 
appreciate our outdoor 
spaces,’ says landscape 
and garden designer 

Rob Dwiar. ‘And the warm 
weather has enabled lots of us  
to escape the confines of the 
same four walls to eat, work and 
relax outside. 

‘But your garden can give you 
enjoyment all year round, not 
just in the summer months.’

Here Rob shares his top tips to 
prolong your time outdoors.

tUrN UP the heat
Fire pits, electric heaters or gas 
towers are a good way to ensure 

you can enjoy the outdoor space 
all year round. When the nights 
turn chilly, retreating indoors 
may be tempting, but these bits 
of kit  will enable you to enjoy a 
late night drink outside. Use it 
to create a cosy focal point in 
your garden. Surround with 
outdoor chairs, lots of cushions, 
throws, and blankets to collapse 
into – or splurge on a corner 
outdoor sofa instead. To create 
the perfect autumn ‘room’, 
finish with an outdoor rug and 
some woody scented  candles 
for extra ambience.
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£79.20 Oparon Acacia 3-Piece 
Garden Set

Super-stylish and at a super-bargain price. Just add  
wine and a drinking partner. laredoute.co.uk

£7.50 Outdoor 
Battery 

Smoked Glass Effect 
Flickering Candle 
Lantern, 31cm
Create a cosy outdoor corner as  
the nights begin to draw in, with  
these flickering effect LED lights. 
festive-lights.com

£2.99
Tropical Leaf 
Print Cushion 
Cover
Create your own cushion 
jungle in your outdoor space. 
These leaves will never go 
brown! shein.co.uk 

   ThE £100 GArdEn mAkEOvEr 

 

LIGhT ThE WAY
Effective garden lighting lets you 
stay out longer as the darker 
nights draw in. Battery-operated 
fairy lights are relatively 
inexpensive and look magical, 
while solar LED lights will 
charge during the day and 
are very cost-effective. 
Spike lights hidden in 
borders or under trees 
cast a powerful up-
light glow while 
spotlights illuminate 
features and create a 
warm ambiance – the 
Philips Hue smart 
lighting can be 
controlled via an 
app. LED pedestal 
lights and bollards 
are ideal for paths 
and make a garden 
much safer in the 

darker months, as do 
motion sensors. Pretty 
lanterns such as Fermob’s 
LED wireless Balad lamps 
create beautiful settings. 

1 Philips Hue Lily Outdoor 
Stake lights 3x starter kit, 
£267.55, dmlights.com;
2 Fermob Balad Small LED 
Wireless lamp, £75, 
madeindesign.co.uk;
3 Rosewood Festoon 
Lights (five metre string), 
£54, neptune.com

1 Morsø Forno Gas 
Medio BBQ Grill,
£399, osoliving.com;
2 Kuhn Rikon Table Top 
BBQ, £150, argos.co.uk

ZOnInG
If a purpose-built garden room, 
studio or office is out of your 
budget, a pergola is a great way  
of creating an extra ‘room’ outside. 
They can shelter you from the  
sun and protect you from the  
chill of autumn. 

Ready made pergolas come in 
many shapes and sizes or a good 
carpenter will be able to build one 
fairly reasonably. It can be placed 
next to the house or in the middle 
of the garden to zone the area and 
create an outdoor ‘room’ for dining, 
work or entertaining. 

Alternatively put it at the bottom of 
the garden to enhance an unused or 
secluded spot. The most important 
consideration is to ensure there is 
plenty of space around it or it will 
appear cramped. Adorn with sweet-
smelling plants such as honeysuckle, 
fragrant climbing and rambling roses, 
left, and passionflowers. For good 
shade and to create a cosy feel, 
consider Trumpet vine, which 
attracts pollinators such as bees,  
and intensely-smelling jasmine  
or abundant clematis.

COOk OFF
A sheltered BBQ area will get you  
out of the kitchen and into the  
great outdoors whatever the weather 

– great for keeping smells such as 
cooked fish out of the house. 
However a good barbecue requires 
the right location – always place it  
at a reasonable distance from your 
home, preferably away from the back 
door where there’s a lot of traffic. 
And beware of low hanging trees! 

There’s nothing better 
than taking your time 
in the summer months 
at the BBQ to produce a 
real, smoky fire to cook 

your food but when it’s chilly, the 
speed and convenience of a gas BBQ 
cannot be over-stated. 

rOOm TO GrOW
If you’re looking for a fulfilling and 
rewarding venture to keep the whole 
family outdoors, nothing beats 
growing your own fruit and veg. All 
you need to start is a raised veg bed 
(2.4m x 1.2m) in a location that gets at 
least five hours of sunlight a day. Start 
with root vegetables such as potatoes, 
carrots, beans, onions, beetroot or 
peas. And attract natural predators  
by growing trouble-free plants nearby  
such as marigolds, which will attract 
ladybirds to keep pests away. 

LATE BLOOmErS
The sun might not shine so much in 
autumn, but there are plenty of late 

flowering plants that will 
inject the perfect mix 
of colour and fragrance 

into your beds or pots and will 
last up to the first frost. Consider 

Japanese anemones, with flowers 
that range from a flawless white to 

» From Page 21
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 Give me shelter: Get an instant  
 extension with the Rowlinson St.  
 Tropez Canopy, £349.99, dobbies.com 
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   The £100 garden makeover 
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  ToTaL SPend: £98.19

FoUnTaIn  
oF PeaCe
One of the single most 
transformative elements  
in a garden can be a water 
feature. Besides the visual 
enhancement, it also reduces 
background noise such as 
traffic or noisy kids. Even if 
it’s chilly, the gentle sound of 
water encourages relaxation 
after a tough day at work. It 
will also attracts birds to your 
outdoor space, creating a 
natural hotspot for wildlife. 
Better than Netflix! 

an intense pink; Californian Lilac blooms 
bountifully and is easy to grow; 
Helianthus ‘Lemon Queen’ 
is a perennial flower with 
a dazzling yellow colour; 
Stonecrop looks 
astonishing long  
into late winter;  
and Salvia greggii 
(autumn sage)  
is an evergreen 
aromatic plant 
that will 
charm your 
senses.

WeaTherProoFIng
For outdoor furniture, materials such as 
good quality artificial rattan or powder-
coated aluminum are more durable. For 
hardwood that’s often rained on, add  
a top layer of protection by painting  
it with products from Cuprinol or  
Ronseal. The paints come in an array  
of colours to make your furniture stand 
out while also protecting them from  

decay and mould. Oil wood furniture 
with a teak or Dutch oil.

n Rob Dwiar is an RHS gold 
medal-winning landscape and 

garden designer. For tips on 
outdoor living, visit 

gardeningetc.com

£3.50
oddhild Bright 

green Throw
This large (120 x 170cm), 

warm throw comes 
complete with its own 

carry bag – perfect 
for packing away 

afterwards.  
ikea.co.uk

£5
Upcycled 
Pimms Can 
Candle
These quirky upcycled 
candles by The Bottle Top 
Candle Company come in  
a choice of scents – we’re 
going for citronella to keep 
the midges away. etsy.com

1 Modern 
Contemporary 

Patio Ball or 
Slate Fountain, 

from £379.82, 
just-fountains.

co.uk; 
2 Ripple urn 

water feature, 
£299, 

gardenesque.
com

2

1

Petal power: From left, Stonecrop, Japanese anemones, and Helianthus ‘Lemon Queen’

 Garden grotto: Perfect for hanging  
 baskets, the Forest Garden Radial  

 Pergola, £210, wilko.com  

 Green fingers: Garden   
 designer Rob Dwiar 


