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Education2017 Fancy a gap year? 
Or just an escape?  

Now’s your chance

I WANT TO  
BREAK FREE

Whether you’ve had a great day or 
results that aren’t what you hoped 
for, today’s an exciting chance  
to shape your future – here’s 
our guide to help you  
seize the day

Page 40 » 
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C
LEARING is a way that people who 
no longer hold an offer – perhaps 
because they didn’t make their firm 
and insurance offer grades – can go 
through UCAS and apply to any 

universities that have vacancies.
Andy Gardner, Operations Manager at 

Central Careers Hub, has counselled thousands 
of students over three decades to find them 
their best options, and has written for Which? 
University website. ‘Students hoping to get 
into a more selective university through 
Clearing will have a better chance than usual 
this year,’ he says. ‘There is a drop in the 
number of 18 year olds in Britain, and a drop 
in the number who have applied to university 
because of the financial implications.

‘If you have made your grades for a firm and 
insurance offer from a university, you must 
take it or leave the system for a year. If you 
have been rejected, you can enter Clearing, and 
if you achieved better grades than your firm 
offer you can enter Adjustment.

‘In both cases you are free to ring around. 
And that’s what you should do.

‘It’s also a good chance for anyone in one of 
those categories who is having second thoughts 
about the course they applied for. They may be 
able to change direction and apply for a different 
course all together.’

So, if you’re thinking of going through 
Clearing, how do you decide what you want to 
study and where? Here, we offer some of 
Andy’s top tips.

Which subject should I study?  
Break down your subject shortlist into three 
possible pathways to help you decide which 
way you want to go. Andy says: ‘It may be a 
subject you’ve already studied such as 
English literature. But is an English 
degree right for you?

‘Think about what you want 
to do afterwards. You don’t 
want to get to the end and 
not know how you’re going 
to earn a living.’

How is the subject 
you’re considering viewed 
by the industry in which 
you want to work? You 
don’t have to do a journalism 
degree to become a journalist, 
for example.

Andy says: ‘Try speaking to a 
careers adviser, researching online and 
exploring in detail the type of modules you’ll 
be studying on different courses.

‘It’s also worth thinking about joint honours 
– this could be a mixture of a subject you are 
already familiar with, such as geography,  
and something new and related to a possible 
career, like planning.’

Which university? 
Once you’ve chosen your subject you need to 
find a place that offers the best courses. And do 
think about where you want to be based.

Course content may differ dramatically, even 
if the courses have similar names. It’s also 
possible that the course you choose has to 
meet, or be accredited by, a professional body.

Andy says: ‘Read the outline of the course 
content in detail. Consider how you will be 
assessed. If you’ve just finished a coursework-
assessed BTEC Level 3 in Business Studies, 
but the course you’re considering is mainly 
assessed by exams, this might be a big step-

change for you. Do you think you’ll manage?
‘Don’t despair if you don’t make your 

perfect grades. Some universities may accept 
lower grades than are specified – a careers 
adviser can tell you which. Everyone has an 
idea of what is viewed as a ‘good’ university, 
but beware of oversimplified ideas. 

‘Do your own research and form your own 
opinion. Course content, assessment methods, 
grade requirements and location should always 

be your top priority. 
‘If you’ve only considered 

universities at the high end of the 
league table, explore others. 

Take a look at student 
satisfaction scores to see 
what other students think.  
A good tip is to go to a 
university’s profile page 
where current students 
have shared what life is 
really like.’

Do I even want to  
go at all? 

Andy urges everyone to give some 
time to this question. ‘Going to 

university is one of the biggest decisions 
you’ll make in your life – it’s a big financial 
commitment,’ he says. ‘So don’t be sucked 
into the philosophy that you have to go to 
university. You don’t.

‘There are lots of options. My guidance is 
simple: if it doesn’t feel right, don’t do it.’

There are now a range of apprenticeships 
schemes where you are paid as an employee 
and gain relevant qualifications such as 
Advanced Apprenticeships (which look for a 
minimum of 5 GCSEs including English 
Language and Maths), Higher Apprenticeships 
(which often look for a minimum of A levels 
or BTEC Level 3) and Degree 
Apprenticeships, where an employer pays a 
wage while simultaneously putting you 
through a degree programme.

 milkround.com/school-leavers;  
gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship;  

university.which.co.uk; centralcareershub.co.uk

Education 2017

CHOOSE 
THE PATH 
THAT’S 
RIGHT  
FOR YOU

If you’re struggling with 
a mind full of questions, 
here’s one expert’s tips 
on finding the course 
that fits you best...

DON’T PANIC!
Andy says: ‘University 

isn’t the be-all and end-
all. There are a range of 
options now, not least 

taking a gap year or doing 
an apprenticeship.

But there are also a lot 
of reasons this year for 

students to be positive as 
there are more places 

available.’
WHATEVER YOU  

DO, DON’T DO NOTHING  
NOTHING speaks louder on a CV 
than nothing – and not in a good 
way. However you spin it, ‘I sat at 

home and binge-watched box 
sets on Netflix for five months’ is 

simply not going to cut it.
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Education 2017 MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE

CASE STUDY: STEPHANIE HENDERSON, 24, FROM LINCOLN

STEPHANIE Henderson needed  
three Bs to do physiotherapy.
Upon discovering she only got a 
BCD, she had to come up with an 
alternative plan.

She considered retaking her 
exams, but decided against it.

‘I didn’t have any aptitude for 
A-level biology,’ she says. 

‘I could have retaken it in a 
year, but felt I’d probably have 
needed to do the entire  
two-year course again, which 

would have really delayed me 
starting a degree.’

Instead, she decided to go 
through Clearing: ‘You’ve just 
failed your exams and now you 
have to decide where you’re 
going to study, and possibly 
move to, in three weeks time,’ she 
says. ‘It was quite overwhelming.’

Stephanie decided to stay at 
home and looked at courses at 
the University of Lincoln. They 
held an open weekend for 

students going through Clearing 
so they could learn more 
about the courses and 
meet the tutors. 

‘That was really 
helpful,’ Stephanie 
says. ‘I looked at 
courses in other 
subjects I was 
interested in. 

‘I’d done PE A-level 
and enjoyed Business 
Studies GCSE, so I decided 

to do a degree in Sport and 
Business Management.

‘I was completely stuck 
on Thursday morning, 

but by Saturday 
afternoon knew 
exactly what I  
wanted to do.’

Stephanie enjoyed 
the course and 

graduated with a 2:1. 
She immediately got a job 

at a large sports organisation 

and now works at a digital 
marketing start-up.

‘It all worked out really well,’ 
Stephanie says. 

‘I wouldn’t have got the job I 
enjoy without doing that degree. 
If you’re going through Clearing, 
I’d say take a step back, think 
about what you want to do and 
don’t panic. 

‘You can find a course you’ll 
enjoy that you might not 
originally have thought of.’

The exams may be over, but now the real work begins. 
Whatever your results, you’ve got some decisions to make
HOORAH! It’s all gone to plan: you’ve got the grades, 
you’ve got the place and you’re all set, right? Not 
quite – you’ve still got plenty to organise.

MONEY: You’ll have to find a way to fund tuition 
fees of up to £9,250 a year. Despite controversial 
reports, experts say student loans are still the most 
effective way of borrowing.

Full-time students may also be eligible for an 
income-assessed bursary and student loan. But if  
you haven’t already applied, get a move on. Head to 
gov.uk/education/funding-and-finance-for-students 
to find out how.

ACCOMMODATION: You’ve got choices to 
make. Some universities will offer accommodation in 

halls, which isn’t a bad choice in your first year away, 
but you may already have friends, in which case 
sharing a house would be ideal. 

There are loads of estate agents out there, but a 
good stopping off point is sturents.com – which has a 
host of varied accommodation to choose from. 

Of course, you could stay home with the parents – 
it’s probably cheaper and they’ll potentially do your 
washing – but do you really want to when 
independence is knocking?

MOVING: Take as little as you can. If it doesn’t fit in 
the boot of a car you’re taking too much. We can 
pretty much guarantee that no one really wants to 
see your extensive teddy bear collection...

THE WORLD OF WORK
FOR some, the world of work is 

beckoning. That’s great – but 
while experience is vital, make 

sure you choose a job where 
you’ll get the training you need 

for you to back up your career 
dreams. The military or the 

police, for example, will train 
you on the job, while larger 

retail chains are good at helping 
people rise from the shop floor 
to management. Check out the 

potential before you agree to 
take on the role.

EARN AS YOU LEARN
MODERN Apprenticeships are a  

fantastic option for anyone worried about  
the financial implications of heading to uni. 

Apprenticeships come in all shapes and  
sizes these days, and whether you want to 
be an accountant, work as a hairdresser or  

learn a trade such as plumbing or  
building, apprenticeships can be a  

great way into your career of choice. 
The real boon is that while you’re gaining  

the precious experience that future  
employers will be looking for, on the job,  

you’ll also be going to college to get  
those all-important qualifications. 

Crucially, of course, you’ll be earning money  
at the same time. Modern Apprenticeships  

are available at four different levels, the  
highest of which is equal to a degree – so  

your uni friends will be left with nothing  
to feel smug about. What’s not to like? 

To find out more, check out  
gov.uk/education/apprenticeships- 

traineeships-and-internships

FILL THE GAP
WHO doesn’t want some time 

off? But think hard before you hurl 
your beach towel and swimwear into 

a backpack and set off to sunnier 
climes. Neither universities nor 

employers are going to be interested in 
someone who went on one long holiday 
for a year, so do something that counts, 

whether that’s helping orangutans in 
Borneo, building schools in Africa  
or working at a homeless refuge  

in deprived areas of the UK.  
It’s the university of life, 

doncha know?

WHICH  
WAY NOW?

CLEARING is often seen as a 
last-ditch effort to get a place 
when your exams don’t go 
according to plan. But while 
it’s useful if that happens, 
that’s far from the only reason 
for using it. Frequently, 
students do better than 
expected and many find their 
choices have expanded and 
want to take advantage of that.

Alternatively, you may have 
changed your mind about the 
direction you want to take your 
studies – and it’s far better to 
get it right now than regret a 
choice you always felt 
uncertain about.

There have been reports that 
universities may have fewer 
places available through the 

UCAS clearing system this 
year, but stay calm. 

Clearing runs from 

July to September, and if you 
can be reasonably flexible, you 
should find a good course.

The quicker you start the 
process, the more likely you 
are to get the place you want. 
Look on ucas.com to see what 
places are available and check 
often – Clearing vacancies are 
regularly updated.

The Exam Results Helpline is 
a great place to turn to if you 
need help. It offers free, 
independent advice and is 
open from 7.30am-8pm today 
and 9am-6pm tomorrow.

 The lines remain open  
until Aug 31: from 
9am-2pm on 
weekends and 
9am-6pm 
weekdays. 
Call: 0808 100 
8000.

GO THROUGH CLEARING
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F YOU are questioning your earlier choice 
of degree or university, be brave. David 
Porter did, and instead of continuing to 
study veterinary medicine, which he 
realised ‘wasn’t the right career choice for 

me’, he used Clearing to study for a BSc (Hons) 
Business & Enterprise at Pearson College 
London, where an impressive 100 per cent of 
degree graduates have gone on to work or 
further study within six months of graduation. 
He hasn’t looked back since – graduating with a 
first-class degree and benefitting from amazing, 
career-enhancing experiences on the way.

 ‘I settled on the Business & 
Enterprise degree course because I 
believed it would best prepare me for 
the world of work,’ he says.

‘The modules spanned across many 
different areas of business – marketing, 
accountancy, law, business ethics, 
corporate governance and so on –  
which I felt would give me a 
good foundation for 
whatever future career 
choice I made. 

‘The degree included a 
strong focus on 
entrepreneurship, which 
particularly attracted me 
as I have ambitions to 
start my own business 
in the future.’

David found 
Clearing 
straightforward; Pearson 
College London allows 
applicants going through 
Clearing to attend a personal 
visit  
day – something David 
recommends, saying it was 

‘crucial in my decision’. He also had no 
problem finding accommodation in 
recommended student halls of residence.

INTERNSHIPS AND EXPERIENCE
However, what really attracted David to the 
course is that full-time Pearson Business School 
students benefit from a guaranteed internship 
subject to academic approval – David spent his 
time with Direct Line Group where he even ran 
an insurance hackathon (a fast-paced, idea-
generation event) with students.

He then went on to set up one of Pearson 
College London’s most pioneering 

programmes, the Business Incubator 
Programme at the college’s MidTown 
campus on High Holborn. This offers free 

office space for 12 months to an Edtech 
start-up in exchange for allowing business 

students to get involved in projects. This 
provides them with a unique opportunity 

for student learning and development 
and offers valuable business insight.

David has since become a co-
creator of the college, giving his 
ideas and input on how the college 
is run. Not surprisingly, his verdict 
is overwhelmingly positive.  
‘I really enjoyed my time at 
university and it exceeded my 
expectations,’ David says.

‘In particular, I had 
opportunities that I would not 
have otherwise received at 
more traditional universities – 
industry days, founding a 
social enterprise and a 
guaranteed internship. My 
degree has built my confidence 

and skillbase, whilst enhancing 
my CV.’

Education 2017Advertising Feature PEARSON COLLEGE LONDON

THERE are a limited 
number of Clearing 
places available to 
start in September 
studying a degree in 
business management, 
enterprise, 
accountancy, 
marketing and law.

The Clearing entry 
tariff is 112 UCAS 
points (BBC at A-level), 
or if you have below 
this, you can complete 
a business school 
workshop to secure  
a place on your  
chosen course. 

Call the Clearing 
hotline on  

0203 5536 962 to 
secure a place today 

and visit 
pearsoncollege 

london.ac.uk/clearing 
to find out more.

SECURE A
PLACE TODAY

DO YOU MEAN 
BUSINESS?

If you want to use Clearing to better your business 
prospects, then Pearson College London has to  
be the place to study, with real-world experiences 
that are not available to you elsewhere

 Space to study:  
 Pearson College  

 London students  
in Holborn 

 Ready for work:  
 David Porter 
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Funding your studies STUDENTS have traditionally sought out 
bar work and retail jobs to earn extra cash – 
but there are better paid and more fun 
ways to make ends meet. Most universities 
recommend working no more than 15 hours 
a week. Here are some great working 
opportunities you mightn’t have yet 
considered.

TUTORING: You’ll need top grades to do 
this – and be good with younger students. 
Expect to make £25-£30 an hour. Parents 
grateful for good grades also pay nice 
bonuses.  
For more info visit superprof.co.uk/tutor

RESIDENT ASSISTANT  
IN STUDENT HALLS
Becoming a Resident Assistant at your 
dorm might mean you don’t have to go 
anywhere! RA roles include being a live-in 
supervisor for your building. You don’t get 
paid – but you get to live in halls for free. 
Contact your university housing provider to 
check vacancies.

STUDENT NANNIES
Join the tribe of skilled, part-time student 
nannies who provide childcare relief for 
desperate working parents. Membership is 
£10 a year for students but you can expect 
to earn between £7-£10 an hour and 
network with professional parents. Register 
on studentnannies.com

TEMP WORK
Varied work, from hosting events to bar 
work or catering. Sign up to an agency, but 
remember you’ll have to pay your own tax. 

Paying for uni can 
seem intimidating 
but keep your cool, 
says Jo Knowsley

SO YOU NEED TO WORK?

ment tax return. If the borrower’s 
income drops or they lose their 
job, the repayments also fall.

Lewis says: ‘You pay nine per 
cent a year of what you earn over 
£21,000 when you graduate. So if 
you don’t earn that, you pay 
nothing. If you borrow £20,000 
you’ll pay nine per cent, if you 
borrowed £31,000 you’d 
pay nine per cent.

‘The truth is that it 
is paid for 30 years 
and unless 
you are 
a very 
high 
earner 
you 
probably 
won’t repay it 
in full. It 
remains a very 
cheap way to 
borrow 
money.’

The student 
loan is still the 
most cost-effective 
way to fund univer-
sity, says Justin 
Modray at Candid-
money.com. ‘The 

interest rate is competitive 
compared to a bank or building 
society loan. Better still, the 
government has agreed to wipe 
out unpaid loans after 30 years.’

In many cases, parents will bear 
some of the cost burden of 
university but Lewis counsels 
against paying university fees 

upfront, or remortgaging a home.
Full time students can apply for 

a maintenance loan to help pay 
everyday expenses such as food, 
travel and accommodation. The 
loan is means-tested, based on the 
income of the parents, and is 
worth up to £8,430 a year for 
students living away from home, 
if their gross family income is less 
than £25,000. Students living at 

home can claim up to £7,297. 
The loan is added to the tuition 

fee loan and works on a 
sliding scale linked to 

the family income. 
You might be 
eligible for a 

bursary – check by 
visiting The Scholar-

ship Hub online.
Finally, take responsibility 

for your budget and spending. 
Lewis’s top tips are to 
calculate your income, stick 
to a budget, beware of 
drinking, and look at every-
thing you spend money on. 

For more information  
about loans, grants,  

scholarships and budgeting, visit 
moneysavingexpert.com/

students

T
HE thought of leaving 
University with debts of 
up to £50,000 is enough 
to scare many students 
from further study.

With annual tuition fees of up to 
£9,250 and the added cost of 
borrowing for accommodation, 
living expenses and course books, 
debts can easily mount to around 
£50,000 at the end of an average 
three-year course.

But Martin Lewis, of money 
savingexpert.com, says students 
‘shouldn’t get hung up on how 
much they have to borrow’.

Once graduate’s earnings hit 
£21,000, the borrower will pay 
nine per cent of any income above 
that threshold. Someone earning 
£25,000 a year, for example, will 
pay back nine per cent of £4,000, 
or £360 a year. The employer will 
deduct the money through the 
payroll, while self-employed 
people pay via their self-assess-
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plus the idea of being responsible for 
keeping something alive is never a bad 
one! If the real thing is too much to 
deal with, Debenhams have a great 
faux cactus by Abigail Ahern (£28, 
debenhams.com, below), while  

Urban Outfitters have amazing,  
cactus-inspired tapestry that will 
look fabulous and have great 
impact. £50, urbanoutfitters.com

3 As a student, washing anything is 
going to be low on the priority list. 
Luckily, you can get designer bed 
linen at Asda for as little as £12. 
Buy two or three sets so there’s less 
washing. We also love John Lewis’s 
smoke-coloured ‘Elevation’ duvet set 
(pictured below). From £25, 
johnlewis.com

4 Don’t forget about the kitchen! 
Make your kit stand out with items 
such as iridescent knives (£14.99, 
studio.co.uk, pictured left) and Lisa 
Todd’s Memphis-inspired mugs (£18, 
lisatodddesigns.com, pictured top).

5 Be sure to read How It Works: The 
Student (£7.99, jdwilliams.co.uk). 
This fun, retro book made us chuckle. 
On a practical level, there are never 
enough coat hangers, so pick up 
coloured extras from John Lewis.  
£4.50 for six, johnlewis.com 

 2 Lovely Gays is an interior 
design studio known for 

simplicity, elegance, 
functionality and colour.  

Visit: 2lovelygays.com

A
FFORDABLE design 
for students? You bet. 
These top five tips from 
Jordan Cluroe and 
Russell Whitehead (aka 

the 2 Lovely Gays) will transform 
your dull, rented student digs into a 
personality packed home. 

1 Command strips are perfect for 
putting things up without leaving any 
marks. These little gems have 
long been an interior designer 
secret, as you can quickly put up 
basically anything in five 
minutes flat. From £3.39, 
commandstrips.co.uk

2 Add a bit of greenery. It sounds 
silly, but it’s always good to have 
a little something to nurture. 
Greenery brings life to a space, 

LOVELY  
IDEAS



Hang it up
Get your bags and 

jackets off the 
floor and 

magically gain 
more space with 
these neon pink 
speech-bubble 

hooks.
£24.95, 

theletteroom.com
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Caffeine fix 
Swap disposable coffee 
cups for the reusable and 
collapsible Stojo – so very 

easy to carry from lecture  
to lecture. 
£12.95, harveynichols.com

Table manners
For budget tableware that’s oh-

so stylish, the Ethereal range has 
it nailed – for you and all your 

housemates. Mugs, £10 for four, 
16-piece cutlery set, £18, cereal 
bowl, £3.50, sainsburys.co.uk

Bold boudoir
If rental rules stop you from 

painting walls, then inject colour 
and print with a bold, graphic 

bedding set like this Geo panel 
double duvet cover. 

£15, george.com

Get arty
Whether you’re 

studying fine art or 
forensic science, 

these graphic 
prints will inject a 

blast of rainbow 
colour into dull 

student digs.
From £25, 

evermade.com 

Light up
Illuminate midnight studies with 
the coloured Paint Pot filament 
light (in red, white, or blue), with 
15ft of fabric wire so you can 
drape it decoratively from a 
hook, or attach it to the wall. 
£20 each, dunelm.com

Go faux
These faux succulents 
won’t need any 
attention, so perfect 
for busy timetables 
and weekends away.
£3.99 each,  
newlook.com

Grub on a grant
New cook book Student Eats by 

Rachel Phipps (£7.99, Ebury 
Press) is packed with loads of 

tried and tested, delish recipes 
that use basic utensils, no fancy 

gadgets and affordable 
ingredients. amazon.co.uk

Glamour puss 
Glam up your pad on a shoestring 
with a selection of low-priced, 
luxe cushions thrown artfully 
around your space.  
Black and gold sequin, 
£9.99, argos.co.uk; 
marble metallic, £5, 
george.com 

Whether you want to get 
practical or get chic, Lara 
Sargent has the right kit

Feathered friend
Be prepared for guests and 

partygoers with the colourful 
Corkatoo corkscrew. 

£16, shop.nationaltheatre.org.uk 

Party on
Revellers will be 
queuing up 
outside the front 
door thanks to 
this Party House 
doormat.
£5, dunelm.com
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S
TUDENTS invest 
significant amounts of time 
and money in their higher 
education. They rightly 
expect a high-quality 

learning experience and outcomes 
that reflect their potential.

Those words from Madeleine 
Atkins, chief executive of the Higher 
Education Funding Council for 
England (HEFCE) will resonate  
with both university applicants and 
their parents.

But how do you ensure that your 
investment in a degree is worthwhile 
and you receive the high quality you 
expect from your university? 

The government recently introduced 
the Teaching Excellence Framework 
(TEF) to answer that question, and the 
University of Northampton has just 
been given the highest possible rating 
for teaching excellence under this 
new framework: a gold. The judges 
said Northampton ‘delivers 
consistently outstanding teaching, 
learning and outcomes for its 
students’ and that the university  
‘is of the highest quality found in the 
UK’. Levels of employment or further 
study for graduates, academic 
support, assessment and feedback 
were all found to be ‘outstanding’.

MAKE YOUR MARK IN THE 
WORLD
However, that is not the only reason 
to choose Northampton. This is the 
place to study if you want to make a 
difference. The TEF highlighted 
Northampton’s sector-leading work 
focused on social enterprise, and the 
research it does in the community, 
saying these were also outstanding.

‘What really matters to us is making 
sure our students and graduates have 
the opportunity to make their mark in 
the world, too,’ says Professor Nick 
Petford, the University of 
Northampton’s Vice Chancellor. 

Students put what they learn into 

Education 2017Advertising Feature UNIVERSITY OF NORTHAMPTON

practice; providing pro bono legal 
advice, helping in the podiatry clinic or 
the Forest School – transforming lives 
as well as their own futures.

MAKE MORE OF YOUR TIME
Students are often surprised to learn 
how little time they actually spend 

learning at university. That is why the 
University of Northampton has adopted 
a different approach. 

 The university has an increased focus 
on seminars or tutorials to allow closer 
interaction between students and a 
member of staff, with this more 
personalised student experience being 

recognised as ‘outstanding’ by the TEF. 
This ‘blended’ approach to learning 
makes the most of students’ time and 
puts them at the centre of their own 
learning by giving them more 
opportunity to ask questions, delve 
deeper, and have a learning experience 
that will benefit them after graduation.

TRANSFORM 
YOUR FUTURE

FEAR YOU MISSED 
OUT FIRST TIME 

AROUND?

Upgrade your future at the University of Northampton, which has 
just been given the highest possible rating for teaching excellence 
under the government’s new university quality framework

 FIND OUT MORE: 
Visit northampton.ac.
uk/clearing for details of 
all courses that are still 
open for applications.

 SEE FOR YOURSELF: 
Attend the university’s 
Open Day this Saturday, 
August 19, to find out 
why this is such a great 
place to study. Go to 
Northampton.ac.uk/
events/open-day-19-
august for details.

CLEARING is not just for 
school leavers. A 
significant number of 
those going through the 
process to find a place at 
uni, have not applied 
before – some have taken 
a year or two out, while 
others are mid career and 
looking for a change of 
direction.

Whatever your reason 
for wanting to study for a 
degree, you will find the 
University of 
Northampton very 
welcoming, and the 
admissions team will take 
your individual 
circumstances and even 
the absence of formal 
qualifications into 
account. Talk to them 
today and you could be 
starting at Northampton 
this September.

JUST THE BEGINNING 
OF MY AMAZING 
ADVENTURE
NOT getting the A-level grades you 
wanted needn’t be a barrier to securing 
your place on a fantastic university 
course – just ask Emily Pearson.

‘It might feel like the end of the world that 
you didn’t get the grades you’d hoped for, 
but if you really want to go to university, do it,’ 
said Emily, who comes from Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire. 

Now, a year into her Advertising and Digital 
Marketing course, Emily is certain she made 
the right decision, saying: ‘It’s everything I 
could have hoped for. The course is really 
interesting and all of my modules overlap really 
well, so the knowledge is easily passed from 
one to another. Also, all of my tutors are very 
helpful and friendly and are there for me 
whenever I need anything.

‘I also had the opportunity to go to New York 
in January, which was an absolutely amazing 
experience which I will never forget.’

GO FOR GOLD 
DURING CLEARING
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Jam Heavy Metal | £75
It’s not the most exciting speaker to 
look at, but when was the last time 
you listened to a song with your 
eyes? In the Bluetooth battle, Jam’s Heavy 
Metal can hold its own against speakers that 
cost twice as much. currys.co.uk

Moto G5 | £169
With its 5in Full HD screen, 

13MP camera and fingerprint 
sensor, Motorola’s Android-
powered G5 has the kind of 
features you’d expect to 
pay at least three times 
the price for. A speedy 
processor and all-day 

battery life are just the 
icing on this more 

affordable of cakes. 
johnlewis.com

HP Sprocket | £99
Before Snapchat and Instagram took 
over the world, people used to print 
out pictures. The Sprocket’s app 

lets you add filters and emojis 
to pics before spitting out  

sticky-backed prints, 
perfect for your 

photo wall.
johnlewis.
com

Mophie 
Powerstation  
Mini | £27.95

You’ve got lectures all day, 
but you didn’t get in until 

5am and you forgot to plug 
your phone in. What to do? 

Make sure you’ve got a 
Powerstation Mini in your 
bag and you can charge it 

in a couple of hours.  
apple.co.uk

iPad Pro 10.5 |  
from £619

Paired with the keyboard cover, 
this 10.5in iPad Pro strikes the 
perfect balance between 
portability and screen 
size. It’s just a joy to 
use, whether you’re 

typing, sketching or 
just web browsing. 

Pick up one of these 
and you’ll be the 
envy of campus.  

apple.com/uk
Amazon Fire TV Stick | £40
Plug it into your TV’s HDMI port and 
you’ve got access to YouTube, iPlayer 
and, if you’re a subscriber, Netflix and 
Amazon’s on-demand video. With 
an Alexa remote, you can 
get the weather, too. 
amazon.co.uk

LUSTList

sdfsdf

The

LUSTList
The

LUSTList
The

LUSTList
The

LUSTList
The

LUSTList
The

Tefal 
Toast n’ 
Egg n’ 
Beans 
Toaster | 
£29.99
Why use two 
appliances when one will 
do the job all on its own? It’ll 
have you covered for eggs 
(poached and boiled), beans, and 
toast. Ideal. argos.co.uk
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We answer the big questions about student insurance and the 
pitfalls you should look out for – such as slow claim settlement 

S
O YOU have everything you 
think you need to start your 
new life at university? 
There’ll be fewer books 
these days, but you’d be lost 

without your phone, laptop or iPad.
But what do you really need to 

insure, and how do you find policies 
that will best protect you against any 
eventuality? Here’s the guidance from 
Endsleigh, a leading student insurance 
provider recommended by the 
National Union of Students.

What should I insure?
Anything you can’t function without: 
laptops, computers, specialist items 
such as musical instruments and 
obviously mobile phones – most of 
which are damaged, lost or stolen on 
campus. The most frequently claimed 
phone brand is Sony, followed by LG, 
Apple and Samsung. The most 
common claim is for accidental 
damage, followed by loss and theft.
 
How much should I insure 
things for?
You should insure for replacing lost 
or damaged items with new ones – or 
something with as similar 
specification. Musical instruments can 
be included in policies through 
specialist student insurance providers, 
such as Endsleigh, which can protect  
these cherished items for just  
£4.69 a year. Gadgets can be  
covered for up to £3,000.

Are items covered away 
from home?
Contents cover usually protects your 
valuables inside the room only. 
Gadget cover protects items outside 
of the room, and, depending on the 
insurer, anywhere in the UK and up to 
30 days worldwide.

How do I make a claim?
Report the claim to your insurance 
provider as soon as you can. You’ll 
need to give details of what happened, 
and in some cases you may need a 
police report. If your claim is 
accepted, the insurer will arrange for 
the repair or replacement of the item. 

What should I look for?
Speed of replacement is vital. The 
best policies offer this within 24 
hours. New for old replacement is 
also important –  replacing lost, stolen 
or irreparable gadgets with a brand 
new model. Losing an item often isn’t 
included in a standard policy.

Is there specialist 
insurance for students?
Yes – this type of insurance has been 
built specifically for students and their 
lifestyles. For example, Endsleigh 
replaces gadgets within 24 hours of 
your claim being approved. Students 
also have the option of adding cover 
for things such as tuition fees (there’s 
cover for up to £20,000 for lost fees 
and rent if you have to leave your 
course due to accident or illness),  
rent protection, key cover and bike 
cover to ensure the policy suits their 
needs. It’s also possible to get cover 
for up to £1,000 to reproduce your 
coursework and allow you to re-sit 
your exams. Endsleigh insurance  
only charges a £50 excess in the  
event of a claim.
 
Is living in a student hall 
different to renting a flat?
In a word, yes. Endsleigh insures over 
85 per cent of students in halls. But 
check with your accommodation 
provider or visit endsleigh.co.uk/
reviewcover to understand what cover 
you have, and to download the 
insurance certificate.

Will my bank cover me?
What is provided by student bank 
accounts changes each year, so it’s 
hard to say. If it is provided, it’s worth 
checking that it adequately covers 
your valuables inside and outside 
your room, against all eventualities.

Protect your stuff!
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LONDON Met runs one of the biggest and 
fastest growing enterprise competitions in 
the UK – the Big Idea Challenge. Students 
and graduates have the chance to win 
£30,000 worth of  
prizes to help get their business ideas  
up and running. 

The overall winner of the Big Idea 
Challenge was Fresh Start: the bus that 
changes lives, developed by International 
Relations students Valeria Kormysh, Jesus 
Diaz and Oriol Iglesias Grau.

Fresh Start is a social enterprise  
that aims to transform a classic London 
bus into a mobile support centre for  
the capital’s homeless – complete  
with showers.

‘It’s amazing that London Met gives 
students the opportunity to get involved in 
something like the Big Idea Challenge,’ 
says Valeria.

The winners received their award from 
London Met’s patron, HRH The Duke of 
York, during a special ceremony at St 
James’s Palace. Their prize includes  
start-up funds, a digital platform and 
space in London Met’s business  
incubator, Accelerator. 

Based in Shoreditch in the heart of 
London’s vibrant Tech City, Accelerator is 
home to 30 start-ups which employ 
between two and 20 people. Last year,  
it generated an astonishing £9million  
in revenue.
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From soaring graduate 
employment to research 
that meets the needs of 
our time, London Met is 
making a serious impact

DEGREES THAT LEAD TO JOBS

F
ORGET preconceptions about which 
universities are better than others. It 
is the results that matter.

Take London Metropolitan 
University’s full-time UK graduate 

employment score. It is higher than 
Manchester, Bristol and Edinburgh universities, 
and London institutions such as Queen Mary, 
the London School of Economics (LSE), 
Middlesex and Westminster. 

This may be down to London Met building 
employability into every course.

London Met is going from strength to 
strength in a number of other ways. Its facilities 
are benefitting from multi-million-pound 
investment, with tangible benefits for students. 
Meanwhile, London Met has more academics 
with recognised teaching qualifications than the 
sector average – outranking five London 
Russell Group universities (King’s College, 
UCL, Imperial, LSE and Queen Mary) for 
teaching quality in the Sunday Times Good 
University Guide 2017. 

London Met’s research is also tackling the 

pressing issues of our time – and once again, it 
is students who benefit with opportunities to get 
involved. And London Met also has also 
introduced some innovative and unique ways to 
ensure that students enjoy the best learning 
experience, by empowering them to influence 
how they are taught.

So, before you commit to a particular course 
at a university of your choice, or start your 
journey through Clearing, take this opportunity 
to think again about your future. Will the 
degree you are choosing really take you places?

EMPLOYABILITY BUILT IN   
The reason London Met’s employability results 
are so good is that it takes graduate 
employment seriously, with the university 
actively building employment skills into the 
curriculum to help graduates tell a compelling 
story on their CVs. This is paying off for 
students, with over 95 per cent of all 2016 
graduates in work or further study six months 
after leaving university, and 277 courses having 
100 per cent employment scores. 

WORK-RELATED LEARNING
The innovative work-related learning (WRL) 
module is offered to all students on all courses 
(not just a lucky few), and can either be taken 
as a standalone, 15-credit module, or as part of 
a 30-credit module. Either way, it counts 
towards a student’s overall degree. 

Students can take up work placements and 

WHERE CREATIVITY IS ENCOURAGED

LONDON Met is home to one of the 
most exciting creative hubs in London – 
The Sir John Cass School of Art, 
Architecture and Design. 

The Cass is enjoying a renaissance as 
it rises through the league tables and 
moves to brand new facilities at a new 
home, Calcutta House in Aldgate, which 
has been equipped with a new 
exhibition space and a number of new 
studios and workshops.

Many subjects at The Cass have 
soared through the 2018 Guardian 

subject league tables, with Art ranked 
second in London for student 
satisfaction, Design and Crafts rising a 
phenomenal 30 places, Architecture 
now third in London for overall course 
satisfaction and Fashion and Textiles 
up four places from last year.

These impressive results are echoed 
in the Complete University Guide with 
Art and Design fifth in London for 
graduate prospects. The Cass was also 
named second in London, and seventh 
in the UK, for student satisfaction.
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STUDENT STORIES:  
WHAT LONDON MET 

MEANT TO US

I stepped straight into my chosen career: 
ROSIE Quigley, who graduated with a first-
class honours degree in Journalism last 
year, now works at the Insurance Post. 
Despite being less than a year into her 
career, Rosie won a prestigious industry 
award, the Most Promising Newcomer at 
the British Insurance Brokers’ Association 
(BIBA) Awards 2017. ‘Studying journalism 
at London Met definitely gave me the 
support and experience I needed to begin 
my career,’ she says.

Close industry links led me to a great job: 
KHURRAM Majeed, a computing graduate 
of London Met, now works for Lloyds 
Banking Group, developing systems to 
protect customers online. He says: ‘London 
Met has really close links with industry, 
and during my studies one of my lecturers 
introduced me to his contacts at Lloyds. 
This led to me doing some research work 
for the bank, which then led to a 
permanent job. I wouldn’t have had those 
opportunities if it wasn’t for the staff at 
London Met.’ 

FOLLOW IN THEIR FOOTSTEPS
You could follow in the footsteps of Rosie 
and Khurram as soon as this September. 
Every summer, London Metropolitan 
University helps hundreds of students find 
places on full-time undergraduate degrees 
through Clearing. 

You might have already applied to 
another university this year through UCAS, 
but this isn’t the case for everyone, and 
many students begin their studies at the 
university after a period away from 
education – you don’t have to have 
recently received your entry qualifications, 
and in some cases relevant work 
experience can be taken into account. 

It’s easy to apply or find out more,  
simply call 0800 085 2628 or browse 
courses and find more information from 
londonmet.ac.uk/clearing

Education 2017Advertising Feature LONDON METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY

 STUDENTS are highly employable: 95 per 
cent of all 2016 graduates are in work or 
study six months after leaving – 277 
courses have 100 per cent employment.

 London Met research changes the world: 
meeting the needs of our time and 
contributing to important areas of society, 
from education to public health. London 
Met is launching a new cybersecurity 
research centre to bridge the gap between 
academia and industry. 

 Teaching is of a high quality: London 
Metropolitan University has more 
academics with Higher Education Academy 
fellowships and teaching qualifications 
than the sector average. 

 Students are empowered: The Student-
Led Module Feedback Scheme is a unique 
initiative which gives students genuine 
influence over the teaching they receive, 
with feedback listened to and changes 
made while they are still studying. 

 The facilities are world class: London Met 
is investing millions in its transformational 
One Campus, One Community project, with 
brand new teaching, learning, social and 
performance spaces and a reorganisation 
of the university’s services to support 
students. Its ‘Superlab’, one of the largest 
teaching labs in Europe with over 280 
workstations, is undergoing a major 
upgrade, with new, cutting-edge AV 
equipment.

WHY LONDON MET

DEGREES THAT LEAD TO JOBS
internships in businesses and organisations, 
can volunteer, or work on a live project, 
where an organisation provides a brief to the 
student to deliver against (including a 
presentation to the employer). Alternatively, 
they can take a bespoke enterprise module 
based in London Met’s business incubator, 
Accelerator, which focuses on setting up 
and running a business. 

The aim is for students to gain experience 
of the world of work in a discipline or area 
in which they hope to build a career, and 
establish contacts that may help lead to 
employment in the future. 

INDUSTRY LINKS ADD VALUE
Such is London Met’s reputation that it now 
has links with more than 190 organisations 
which partner with the university to offer 
work placements and live projects. These 
links also help enhance the curriculum. For 
example, London Met is a world-leading 
Cisco Academy, which exposes students to 
the latest industry thinking. The university 
also runs a graduate internship scheme to 
help launch graduates’ careers. Google 
employee Stefan Rusu studied Marketing, 
Communications and PR at London Met 
before joining the scheme. Now he works as 
a field operations associate for the tech 
giant. ‘London Met taught me that 
teamwork is the basis of all businesses.  
I’m so grateful to the lecturers,’ he said.



BEST FOR EXPLORERS

BEST FOR SKIERS

PORTUGAL
Portugal’s colourful coastal capital is a great place to 
visit. New hotels abound, as do restaurants and 
museums – specifically the striking new Museum of Art, 
Architecture and Technology (MAAT), which has given 
the shabby Belem district new life. Volunteer HQ is 
giving you the chance to be based in Lisbon, 90 minutes 
from Peniche’s incredible surf, and to help a range of 
marine volunteering projects in and around the area – 
ranging from cleaning up rubbish from the seafloor to 
collecting data on fish. You’ll spend up to five hours a 
day working, leaving plenty of time to enjoy the city 
and the local sunset swells. From £288 per week, 
including accomm. and meals. Go to volunteerhq.org

BEST FOR CREATIVES

BEST FOR SURFERS
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DISCOVER A WORLD OF 
OPPORTUNITY
Lisa Scott picks the perfect places for a post-exam break, while 
Lonely Planet’s Emma Sparks has her top five gap year tips 

IT’S not too late to soak up some lovely 
Mediterranean sun. Emma Coulthurst – 
from holiday price comparison site 
TravelSupermarket – shares her tips on 
a great late-summer break which won’t 
break the bank.

‘Greece is a good option and the 
country wants your custom,’ she says. 

‘Prices have reflected that this 
summer, with week-long package  
deals sinking as low as £80 for one 
week to Zante. 

‘Eating out is also 30 per cent less 
than in the UK. Look out for some  
last-minute package holiday bargains  
in early September when the schools 
have gone back.

‘Going all-inclusive helps you to keep 
control of your budget. Some of the 

best all-inclusive prices for late summer 
trips are in Rhodes, Alanya in Turkey, 
Tenerife, Majorca and Sunny Beach  
in Bulgaria. 

‘There are several great week-long 
breaks currently priced from around 
£300 per person this September, which 
is fantastic value.

‘Planning ahead to winter? Consider 
Bali, Thailand or Cancun, where 
package deals are well-priced and the 
cost of living is really low. Prices for 
package holidays in these destinations 
are cheaper year-on-year.

‘Finally, try to travel from regional 
airports, which are usually much 
cheaper than main ones. Just make sure 
you factor in any additional travel costs 
to get there.’

GREECE, TURKEY AND MAJORCA  
OFFER LAST-MINUTE FUN IN THE SUN

ASIA
Calling all artists, musicians, photographers and writers: if you’ve got  
a flair for the arts, you could use your skills to barter a free stay at a  
Mad Monkey hostel. The group, which has outposts in Cambodia, the 
Philippines and Thailand, will exchange your talent – a DJ set, a travel 
review or a wall mural – for free accommodation. Mad Monkey also offers 
a healthy discount for students volunteering at any reputable local charity.
Dorms start at £5 to £15 per night. Visit madmonkeyhostels.com

SOUTH AMERICA
The Yolo (You only live once) arm of  

G Adventures offers fun, fast and, most 
importantly, thrifty month-long trips for 
proper explorations of new lands. Their 

mammoth 35-day Buenos Aires to Lima 
adventure, available year round and priced 
from £2,699 – including accommodation, 

transfers and guides – starts with tasty plonk 
in the Argentine capital, before moving to  
La Paz and the Salt Flats of Bolivia. From 

there, you’ll visit Peru’s Cusco and Lake 
Titicaca, followed by the Inca Trail and 

Machu Picchu. You’ll need a decent level of 
fitness. For more info, visit gadventures.com

EUROPE 
Skiing is an expensive holiday, but the bigger  
your group, the cheaper the trip when you travel 
with Outgoing – who pioneered student group 
travel back in the 1990s. They simply require one 
leader to represent your motley crew – after which 
they’ll tailor-make a ski break to Europe’s many 
resorts, starting from £350 per person for seven 
days. The price includes self-catering 
accommodation (après Pot Noodle anyone?), a ski 
pass and a 24-hour coach trip through Europe to 
the mountains. They say the journey is as 
important as the destination, so expect on-board 
games that include coach bingo and speed dating. 
Find out more on outgoing.co.uk/snow

M
OST people have around  
45 years to progress in the 
career of their choice – 
meaning one year out won’t 
have a negative effect on 

anyone’s career progression. The pros, 
however, are endless: travelling young 
generates curiosity, establishes financial 
independence and boosts empathy towards 
other people and cultures.

Emma Sparks, deputy editor at 
LonelyPlanet.com, spent six months 
working in retail to save up enough money 
for a bit of globetrotting after university.  

‘I spent four months travelling solo 
around the USA, Australia, Fiji and 
Southeast Asia,’ she says. 

‘I skydived in Hawaii, surfed in San 
Diego, drove a 4x4 along the beach on 
Fraser Island and partied in Thailand. 

‘I came back with a newfound confidence  
and clarity about what I wanted to do 
career-wise – coincidentally in travel.’

Below are Emma’s top five tips for 
making the best of your gap year. 
 
1. SET YOURSELF GOALS 
Whether you want to climb a different 
mountain every month, improve your 
photography skills, get fit on the road or 
document your experiences in a blog or 
vlog, having a purpose helps you maintain 
momentum on a trip and shows that you’re 
motivated to prospective employers.
 
2. FOCUS ON ONE COUNTRY  
OR REGION 
Think about what appeals to 
you most and why, in terms of 
parts of the world – whether 
that’s related to a type of sport, 
certain music, etc.
   
3. CONSIDER YOUR  
FAMILY HISTORY 
Where did your great 
grandparents come 
from? Perhaps it could 
be time to reconnect 

with your distant genealogical past. Go to 
that country or region, and do something 
there for six or 12 months. This could very 
well be in your home country – but in a 
different place to where you grew up.
 
4. DO SOMETHING PHYSICAL
This could be the best option for hitting the 
ski slopes or learning how to dive in an 
exotic destination. Getting a job connected 

to that pursuit will help fund your trip.

5. STUDY! 
Perhaps you’re about to lock yourself 
into a few years of hard graft at 
university, but how about spending a 
good chunk of time learning 
something completely different? How 

about a cooking school in Thailand, 
which will come in handy 

during the frugal years to 
follow. Remember, this is the 
year to pursue your passions.

 Onya sheila: Emma’s travels  
 included Bondi Beach 

BEST FOR RAVERS

BEST FOR YOGIS BAHAMAS
The world-famous Sivananda 
Ashram Yoga Retreat, on a 
quiet beach close to Nassau, 
offers a rich year-round Yoga 
Vacation programme. Each  
day starts with an early 
morning meditation and a  
two-hour yoga class, followed 
by a lecture at midday. After a 
swim, it’s time for another  
two-hour yoga class and 
meditation – all for between 
£15 and £25 per day, including 
meals. On-site accommodation 
starts at £61 per night. Go to 
sivanandabahamas.org

BEST FOR ART LOVERS

FRANCE
If you don’t fancy another New 

Year’s Eve in your local boozer, join 
STA Travel, the student travel 

specialist, on four chic days in Paris – 
leaving on December 30. A typical 

day will be spent strolling over  
lamp-lit bridges, visiting cute 

pavement cafes – before perusing art 
at the Louvre. The price includes the 

coach and ferry, three nights in a 
hotel, a tour guide, three breakfasts, 
a three-course meal in a local bistro 

and spare time to peruse Paris’s 
galleries. Midnight on the 31st will be 

in the lively Montmartre district. 
Bonne année!

From £370. Go to statravel.co.uk

 GERMANY
Hamburg’s St. Pauli district is 

home to all manner of naughty 
night-time dens, including the 

infamous Drei-Zimmer 
Wohnung (three-room flat).  

The squat-like bar has a  
granny chic front room, a 
teenager’s bedroom and a 

working kitchen. There’s also  
Generator Hostel Hamburg – a 
stylish spot with 161 rooms in 
the buzzy St. Georg district – 
which has a fantastic new bar 
called Helter Skelter (inspired 

by The Beatles song). 
From £13 to £50 per night.  

Go to generatorhostels.com/
destinations/hamburg
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A-LEVEL results day is getting closer 
and things don’t always go as planned. 
Luckily, Oyster Worldwide aim to provide 
exciting alternatives for those who don’t 
quite make the grades.  

 If you get into uni, that’s great! But it’s 
always good to have a contingency plan.  

Oyster are on-hand to help with  
last-minute programmes to make sure 
you hit the ground running.

 Put a positive spin on the unexpected 
by taking part in a worthwhile and 
rewarding project. This could involve 
contributing to animal welfare and 
conservation projects, teaching abroad, 
seasonal expeditions or earning money 
working in a foreign country. 
Visit oysterworldwide.com 

READER PROMOTION

The experience 
of a lifetime

Education 2017
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BIRKBECK HELPED ME FIND A JOB I LOVE
SIMBA Mudonzvo 

(pictured), who 
studies BSc 
Computing, 
used the 
Birkbeck 
Talent service 
to help him 

get ahead: ‘During my second 
year at Birkbeck, the Birkbeck 
Talent team approached me 
about various employment 
opportunities, and one shone out 
as a really exciting way into a 
fulfilling career. They helped me 
to make my CV more relevant to 

the role and held a mock 
interview that helped me think 
about the transferable skills I  
had to offer.

‘If it wasn’t for Birkbeck Talent,  
I wouldn’t have found the job I 
love as a System Media Buyer  
for Asus.’
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T
OM Linton-Willoughby, a 
BSc Biomedicine graduate, 
decided to study for his 
degree in the evenings at 
Birkbeck, University of 

London because he felt it was the  
best option to help him get ahead  
in his career. 

‘I was working in molecular 
genetics at Great Ormond Street 
Hospital and knew that I wanted to 
become a clinical scientist,’ Tom 
explains. ‘Studying in the evening 
suited me as I could continue  
working in a very competitive field – 
in which I would not have been 
guaranteed a job if I had taken a 
three-year break to study.’ 

Birkbeck attracts ambitious and 
driven students like Tom, from a wide 
range of backgrounds, ages and with 
diverse qualifications, or none. It is 
now accepting applications through 
Clearing for undergraduate courses 
starting this October. 

Birkbeck is London’s evening 
university: all its courses are taught 
from 6pm to 9pm, leaving students 
free to work during the day. They gain 
prestigious University of London 
qualifications from certificates of 
higher education and foundation 

Education 2017 Advertising FeatureBIRKBECK, UNIVERSITY  OF LONDON

Best of both worlds
Study in the evenings at Birkbeck and spend your days furthering your career

 Find out more about the 
courses on offer and the 
Birkbeck way of studying at: 
bbk.ac.uk/clearing 

 Call the Birkbeck Clearing 
hotline on 020 3907 0700 to 
talk to the admissions staff. 
The hotline will be open from 
8am–6pm today and from  
9am–6pm on Friday, August 
18. From Monday, August 21, 
until Friday, September 29,  
it will be open from Monday  
to Thursday from 12pm–6pm 
and Fridays from 12pm–5pm.

 Until term starts in October, 
Birkbeck will be accepting 
applications to programmes 
across Birkbeck’s five Schools: 
Arts; Business, Economics and 
Informatics; Law; Science; and 
Social Sciences, History and 
Philosophy. The college 
accepts applications from 
students of all ages, with 
various qualifications, or none.

WHAT NEXT?

 Ideal: All courses  
 are taught between  

 6pm and 9pm 

degrees to BA, BSc and LLB degrees 
across a wide range of subjects. 

During the day students can work, 
undertake internships, volunteer or 
fulfil other commitments. The 
university’s dedicated Clearing 
admissions hotline offers advice on 
how to successfully combine these 
with evening study. 

Birkbeck’s high teaching standards 

have been recognised with a silver 
award in the national Teaching 
Excellence Framework. As well as 
being taught by leading academics, 
students at Birkbeck benefit from a 
broad range of professional 
development tools, workshops and 
services. The college has its own in-
house recruitment service, called 
Birkbeck Talent, which helps students 

and graduates find paid employment 
and internships. 

Eleanor Martin, who runs Birkbeck 
Talent, explains: ‘The employers we 
work with really value the 
contribution that Birkbeck students 
are able to make to their companies.

‘Not only have the students 
demonstrated a real commitment to 
their career development by choosing 
to study for a high-quality degree 
alongside their work commitments, 
but being exposed to the latest 
research developments and ideas in 
their field means they can apply this 
knowledge in their work.’

And for students interested in 
starting their own company, 
Birkbeck’s Enterprise Pathways 
programme offers a series of online 
and face-to-face sessions to help them 

develop their entrepreneurial skills.  
There is nowhere better to study 

than London, and Birkbeck has lively 
campuses in central and east London.
It means that students have easy 
access to all of the cultural and social 
opportunities the capital has to offer.
They can use all of the excellent and 
affordable sports, swimming, music 
and other social facilities of Student 
Central – which is right next door to 
Birkbeck’s main Bloomsbury 
building. The college has its own 
coffee shops, a bar and an award-
winning cinema. It’s surrounded by 
world-famous museums and galleries.

The combination of academic, 
professional and social opportunities 
makes the Birkbeck experience 
unrivalled for students who want a 
university with a difference.

MY CLEARING TIP: AIM FOR THE STARS

‘When you are going through 
Clearing, you need to aim for 
the stars,’ says Jake 
Herridge, who is studying 
for a BSc (Hons) Civil 
Engineering degree at UEL. 
 ‘I didn’t think I would get 
a chance to spend 
three years becoming 
educated. But I 
aimed big and UEL 
has given me that 

opportunity,’ he says. Like all 
students at UEL he has the 
option of taking part in a wide 
range of work experiences and 
extracurricular activities.
‘I play for the rugby team, have 

taken part in UEL’s 
enterprise competition, 
the E-Factor, and have 
been a programme 
representative. It’s 
empowering.’
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W
HEN the World 
Para Athletics 
Championships 
were held in 
London recently, 

you might have spotted some home-
grown talent in the F34 shot put final.

Vanessa Wallace, 39, not only 
finished fifth in the event and set a 
personal best, but is also achieving 
some impressive results away from 
the athletics stadium.

This Paralympian (she made it to 
the final in Rio, too), is a mature 
student studying for a degree in sports 
and exercise science at the University 
of East London (UEL), which has 
become a centre of excellence thanks 
to its fantastic facilities and range of 
degree courses.

Vanessa not only makes the most of 
the state-of-the-art SportsDock 
complex to improve her sporting 
performance, but also benefits greatly 
from the academic support on offer.

The University’s Disability and 
Dyslexia Service has been 

Students at the 
University of East 
London benefit from 
life-changing 
experiences and 
unique opportunities

UEL has an impressive 
reputation for sport with 
students ranging from elite 
athletes who benefit from 
UEL’s strength, conditioning 
and sports massage 
specialists to those who play 
extracurricular sports.

The £21 million SportsDock 
facility, with a fitness centre, 
strength conditioning room 
and seven-a-side outdoor 
football pitch is so high-spec, 
Team USA chose it as their 
training base for the 2012 
Summer Olympics in London.

Danielle Cummings, who 
came to UEL through Clearing 
to study sports coaching, was 
attracted by these world-class 
facilities. She plays basketball 
for the Wandsworth Wolves as 
well as UEL, and hopes her 
degree will be a springboard to 
a US sports scholarship. ‘The 
atmosphere at UEL is positive 
and proactive,’ she says.  

A CENTRE OF 
SPORTING 

EXCELLENCE 
 Talent: Vanessa  

 Wallace was  
 supported by UEL  
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A SPORTING 
CHANCE LIKE 
NO OTHER

transformative in supporting her as a 
wheelchair user with dyslexia.

 ‘I had no idea until I came to UEL 
that I was severely dyslexic but a 

lecturer picked up on it and asked 
whether I had ever been tested,’ she 
says. ‘Once I did that, the Disability 
and Dyslexia Service swung into 
action to support me. The level of 
support you get is really fantastic.’

LEARN BY DOING
UEL has a strong focus on giving 
students opportunities for work 
experience and civic engagement, so 
they can ‘learn by doing’. By working 
on real-life projects that benefit 
communities, students are equipped 
with professional hands-on 
experience in their chosen fields.

UEL’s location, with two modern 
campuses stretching between the 
Royal Docks and the edge of the 

Olympic Park in Stratford, means 
students are on the doorstep of some 
great sporting facilities as well as 
being ideally placed for work 
experience opportunities in a range  
of sectors.

Edel Casey, who is also a mature 
student, came to UEL through 
Clearing to pursue her dream of 
becoming a physiotherapist and has 
gained ‘invaluable’ experience at 
major sporting events – something 
she hopes will give her an edge in the 
job market.

‘Someone told me that UEL had 
physiotherapy places available in 
Clearing, so I called up and had a 
phone interview the next day and a 
physical interview the next week,’ she 

says. ‘The week after that, I was 
there. I’ve been fortunate to work at 
major sporting events such as the 
London Marathon, Wimbledon and 
the World Athletics Championships,’ 
she adds. ‘The experience looks great 
on my CV.’

CALL NOW,  
CLEARING IS OPEN
To start a degree this September,  
call UEL’s Clearing Hotline on  
0330 0575 599. Degree places are 
available this September across a 
wide range of subject areas from 
bioscience and business to education 
and early childhood to psychology 
and sport. The Clearing Hotline is 
open today from 8am to 8pm.
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The house of 
your dreams
When it comes to finding a place to live, 
students want it to be cheap... and cheerful

F
INDING a place to live 
while you’re at university is 
a critical decision that could 
affect your future.  
So once you’ve left home, 

what factors do you need to consider 
to find the most cost-effective and 
convivial environment?

In your first year, you may be lucky 
enough to get a place in a hall – which 
is always good when you’re new, as 
you get to know lots of people before 
you try to live with them. However, 
the places are limited, so you may 
have to search for your own digs.

So what do students want? A study 
of tens of thousands of students by 
StuRents, which advertises over 
500,000 student beds nationwide, 
found that almost half of respondents 
cited cost as their top priority, while a 
quarter of them wanted to live in a 
student area. Only seven per cent 
prioritised a spacious flat, while just 
11 per cent wanted accommodation of 

high quality. The study found that 
many students are concerned about 
having to put their hands in their 
pockets for hefty deposits – or estate 
agents’ fees – but say the location is 
more important than whether the 
property is a flat or a house. 

Outside of London, living near 
friends is rated as very important  
for most students (rather than 
proximity to campus), while most 
desire four-bedroom flats so that  
they can share to cut costs.

Students also don’t care about 
parking (most don’t take their cars  
to university) or a garden. Most  
want furnished properties, free  
WiFi, a fridge, freezer and  
microwave (for all those non home-
cooked meals). Some properties have 
bills such as heating and electricity 
included, but it’s wise to check  
you’re not paying over the odds  
for these packages simply because  
of the convenience.

Education 2017

THERE’S a big discrepancy 
between what students can 
afford to pay and the rents 
charged, according to 
StuRents. In London, 
student budgets allow 
around £155 a week, but 
the reality is closer to £206 
a week. In Cambridge, 
students have to fork out 
around £155 a week, with 
Oxford being slightly 
cheaper at £121. The 
cheapest accommodation 
is in parts of Wales  such as 
Pontypridd (£53 a week) 
and Wrexham (£49 a week).

Students should look at a 
variety of options: a house 
in multiple occupation 
(HMO) is one occupied by at 
least three people sharing 
facilities. The average price 
for a student bed in an 
HMO in the UK (outside of 
London) is £85 per week. 
Purpose-built student 
accommodation, which 
typically comes equipped 
with more facilities, has an 
average price of £114 per 
week outside of London, 
which is 34 per cent more 
than the average HMO.

             sturents.com

OVERSPENDING ON
ACCOMMODATION
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ALTERNATIVES TO UNIVERSITY Education 2017

UNI MIGHT 
NOT BE THE 
ANSWER...

W
ORRIED about 
so much student 
debt? Having 
doubts about 
spending three 

years studying for a degree that 
does not even guarantee a job? 
Look at these alternative pathways 
to a successful career.

It’s a myth that you have to go to 
university to get a well-paid job. 
While it’s true that some jobs – 

such as becoming a doctor or a 
teacher – require a university 
degree, many don’t.

While those who go to university 
benefit from an earnings premium, 
so do those who take the higher 
apprenticeship route – which can 
often lead to a degree or an 
equivalent qualification.

The lifetime earnings gap 
between the two is just 1.8 per 
cent, according to research 

conducted by Barclays and the 
Centre for Economics and 
Business Research. In some 
sectors, such as the arts, media and 
publishing, apprentices earn 
significantly more than  
graduates, thanks to the  
hands-on, real-world  
experience they gain while 
training. Got you thinking?  
Here is Metro’s pick of the  
best alternatives to uni.

Niki Chesworth looks at the options outside of uni – 
from highly-paid apprenticeships to joining the army 

A DEGREE – JUST NOT  
AT A TRADITIONAL UNI
WHAT’S ON OFFER: You can still get a 
degree without going down the 
traditional route with part-time,  
evening-only and blended learning (a mix 
of online and on campus) – at a college, 
Open University or one of the newer 
universities such as Arden.
QUALIFICATION: A degree. If your A-level 
results are not great, you can start with a 
foundation degree and then move onto a 
BA or BSc.
PROS: The fees are around a third 
less. You can earn while you 
learn to fund your living 
costs. And you can start 
on your career path to 
gain valuable 
experience.
CONS: Juggling work 
and study is hard 
work and requires a 
lot of discipline. You 
can still undertake  
a degree in three 
years, but you may 
need to stretch this 
to four or more. 

DEGREE OR  
HIGHER-LEVEL 
APPRENTICESHIPS
WHO OFFERS THEM: An increasing 
number of leading employers from 
professional services firms such as 
Deloitte and EY to the big banks including 
Barclays – as well as top engineering 
firms such as British Aerospace.
QUALIFICATION: A degree (or equivalent 
level qualification), with fees usually paid 
entirely by the employer.
PROS: No student debt, a good salary 
while training and an almost guaranteed 
job at the end.
CONS: Not that widely available – 
employers may take on just a few dozen 
at a time. Also, you have to be set on a 
particular career path. The main 
exception is the new Chartered Manager 
Degree Apprenticeship, which teaches a 
broad skills set. Fierce competition for 
places means you will have to withdraw 

your university application and find a job 
while looking for a place on a degree/
higher apprenticeship programme.

VOCATIONAL & PROFESSIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS:
WHO OFFERS THEM: Many major 
employers. The top sectors are 
accounting and finance (particularly AAT 
which can then lead onto Chartered 
Accountancy status) – which you can 
start straight from A-levels with a wide 
range of employers. 

QUALIFICATIONS: These are very role 
specific and are usually awarded 

by professional bodies. 
For example, Deloitte’s 

BrightStart Higher 
Apprenticeships can 

lead to Chartered 
Institute for IT 
professional 
certifications, as well 
as Institute of 
Chartered 
Accountants of 
England and Wales 

qualifications.
PROS: There are no 

student debts and you 
learn on the job while being 

paid a good starting salary.
CONS: You will be trained for a 

specific role, so you need to be sure this 
is the path for you.

THE FORCES:
WHAT’S ON OFFER: Gain a degree 
debt-free or a technical qualification  
with some of the best leadership and 
management training. 
QUALIFICATIONS: Degrees and a range of 
leadership and specialist qualifications.
PROS: Once again, no debts and great 
training. Good pay. A salary of £25,727 
while training at Sandhurst with the 
army’s A-level entry non-grad officer 
scheme, or a starting salary of £26,000 
on the RAF officer scheme.
CONS: You’re committing to a career in 
the army (which could be for at least 
three years after you finish training) – 
which is not for everyone. 

WANT HELP  
TO DECIDE?

For advice on taking your 
 next step, call the Exam Results 

Helpline on 0808 100 8000.
For info on a wide range of 

alternative career paths, visit the 
nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 

site or call 0800 100 900.
For guides to apprenticeships  
and on-the-job training, visit 

notgoingtouni.co.uk and 
ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk
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T
HE University of West London is 
officially the number one modern 
university in London – and in the top 
ten in the UK.

This outstanding achievement, in 
the recent Guardian University Guide 2018, 
follows impressive rankings in the Complete 
University Guide 2018 and The Times/Sunday 
Times Good University Guide. In all three, 
UWL had the biggest increase in rankings of 
any UK higher education institution.

UWL’s success is also reflected in official 
government ratings. In the new Teaching 
Excellence Framework (TEF), UWL’s was 
awarded a Silver for the quality of its teaching. 

So, it probably comes as no surprise that 
students are really happy with their education. 
In the National Student Survey (2017), UWL’s  
overall student satisfaction ratings are once 
again in a league of their own. UWL was 
confirmed as the best modern university in 
London for student satisfaction, and at subject 
level, Accounting, Applied Sound Engineering, 
Civil Engineering, Law, Music, Nursing and 
Psychology were all the best in the capital. 

LONDON’S CAREER UNIVERSITY 
When it comes to student outcomes UWL is 
equally successful. More than 97 per cent of 
graduates were in employment or further study 
six months after leaving UWL*, reflecting the 
fact that all of its degrees are career focused  

and are developed with the jobs market in mind 
and in line with industry requirements.  

As such, students benefit from talks by 
business experts, masterclasses and the option 
of a year in industry or an internship and/or 
work modules, which are an intrinsic part of 
many courses. Add to that a great careers 
service, which connects students to exciting 
and rewarding careers and you can see why 
UWL has been recognised as a top university.

MEETING EMPLOYERS’ NEEDS
UWL continually refreshes its courses to 
ensure they teach the skills needed not just 
today, but for the jobs of the future. As such it 
has a new range of highly relevant, career-
focused undergraduate programmes starting 
this September. They include: cybersecurity, 
social media marketing, business economics, 
education studies, games design and animation 
and politics and international relations.

A SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT
The university prides itself on providing a 
friendly and supportive environment. So, along 
with peer-to-peer mentoring, personal tutors 
and small class sizes, UWL offers a highly 
supportive learning environment that produces 
graduates who succeed in their chosen fields. 
UWL has recently seen substantial investment 
totalling more than £150million across three 
campus sites in Ealing, Brentford and Reading.
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UWL has eight schools – all offering 
career-focused degrees. 

The London Geller College of 
Hospitality and Tourism

The Claude Littner School of Business
School of Computing and Engineering
School of Human and Social Sciences
London College of Music
College of Nursing, Midwifery  

and Healthcare
School of Law and Criminology
London School of Film, Media  

and Design

UWL SCHOOLS

LONDON’S NUMBER ONE

No 1 modern university in London
One of the best graduate employment 

rates in the country, with 97 per cent of 
graduates in work or further study six 
months after graduating*

In the top quartile for salaries of 
graduates entering full-time employment 
in the UK
Join UWL on the path to success. Call 
0800 036 8888, and visit uwl.ac.uk/
clearingmetro for a full list of courses and 
information on applying now.

*Employment Performance Indicators 
2017 from the Higher Education  
Statistics Agency 

UWL STUDENTS AGREE...

Entering Clearing? It could be 
the best thing you ever do…
The university was welcoming: Nikita 
Dhuna, 22, studying a BA Music 
Management at UWL’s London College of 
Music (LCM) applied through Clearing 
because she had missed the UCAS 
application deadline. ‘Don’t stress,’ she 
says. ‘Everyone at the University of West 
London makes you feel welcome and 
studying at London College of Music is 
preparing me really well for my career; 

many of the lecturers have industry 
experience or know a lot of people in the 
industry and the music practice facilities 
are excellent.’

I’m on the path to success: Mrisho Abeid 
Omary, 22, who is studying a BSc IT 
Management for Business says: ‘I was 
nervous about it at first. Luckily, the 
university provides an advisor for 
international students, which was a great 
help. UWL has great facilities and 
resources and great employability rates.’

IN A LEAGUE 
OF ITS OWN
Record numbers of University of West 
London graduates are going onto great  
jobs, thanks to excellent teaching and 
career-focused degrees

 Ready for the future:  
 New courses at UWL  

 include cybersecurity 
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R
ISING tuition fees and ever-
increasing student debts have led to 
a drop in university application 
numbers, according to recent figures 
from UCAS.

Along with an increase in interest rates on 
student debt, which will see the average 
student racking up £5,800 of interest 
on their loan before they  
even graduate, the fall is  
not surprising.

However, Arden University 
applications are on the 
increase – and it has expanded 
its presence in London (an 
additional campus in Holborn 
and a new, modern building in 
Ealing have joined the existing 
Tower Hill campus), along with 
regional campuses in Birmingham 
and Manchester. 

Why? Well, students have worked out 
that they can access flexible higher education 
with fantastic teaching and support, and can 
save a massive amount on fees and living costs 
by choosing to study/live/work in London.

A three-year degree could cost students just 
£18,495 in total (£12,825 if they choose to 
study online), and they can still pay for this 
using student loans, if they are eligible.

But what really makes this alternative way of 
studying for a degree so appealing is that 
students don’t pay a fortune for as little as 10 
hours of ‘contact’ time over five weekdays. 

Instead, Arden students are opting for blended 
learning – a mix of on-campus and online study, 

which condenses their classroom-based 
learning, one-to-one tutorials and group study 
into two or three days per week. There really is 
no reason to drag this out over an entire week.

This not only keeps costs down, but also 
enables students to work and gain valuable 

experience during the rest of the week, 
often in their chosen career, which 

can get them ahead 
professionally and set them 

apart from other graduates 
in the job market. 

At the same time, they 
will be earning money 
rather than seeing debts 
spiral, and if they 
continue to live at  

home, their costs will  
also be far lower. 
Arden’s investment in 

modern campuses, backed up by 
technology-driven education, means 

students can continue learning in the evenings 
or at weekends, making the most of their 
valuable time, and will graduate with a great 
degree but with a fraction of the debt when 
compared to other students.

Alternatively, if they want to work full-time 
during the week, students can opt for online 
learning with support via Skype, email or over 
the phone. 

APPLY TODAY
You can apply to Arden University through 
UCAS, as well as directly by calling 020 3797 
3292. Find out more at arden.ac.uk/Metro
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ARDEN University 
offers a range of 
blended learning 
degrees – which 
include two or three 
condensed days on 
campus and two or 
three days spent 
gaining valuable 
workplace experience. 
They include:

 BA (Hons) Business, 
accredited by CMI, the 
Chartered 
Management Institute

 BA (Hons) Business, 
Human Resource 
Management (CMI) 

 BA (Hons) Healthcare 
Management 

 BSc (Hons) 
Computing 

 LLB (Hons) QLD
 BSc (Hons) 

Accounting and 
Finance

 BSc (Hons) 
Criminology and 
Psychology 

 BA (Hons) Business 
Tourism (CMI) 

RETHINK 
YOUR FUTUREMore students 

opting for Arden
Traditional universities are seeing applications fall  
– but not Arden University, which offers more  
flexible, affordable study here in London

 Start fresh:  
 Students will benefit  
 from a new campus 

ARDEN IS THE PERFECT BLEND FOR ME

CEMENE Wellington had a five-year plan 
to become a midwife, but needed to 
combine work and study. So, she chose 
Arden University’s blended learning to 
fulfil her career ambitions – and found 
that the supportive teaching also helped 
her to cope with her dyslexia.

‘Blended learning has helped give me 

the confidence to take on a promotion 
and change jobs,’ she says. 

She says the support she received was 
vital, adding: ‘I believe that without the 
support of my student advisors, I 
wouldn’t have even gone to university… 
and the staff, no matter what, will 
support you to achieve your goals.’



Courses include: 
 Accounting
 Business Studies 

(including a 2-year 
accelerated degree 
option)

 Computing
 Construction and 

the Built Environment
 Culinary Arts and 

Entrepreneurship (new 
for September) 

 Education and 
Teacher Training

 Events and Venues 
Management

 Health and Social 
Care

 Human Resource 
Management

 Law
 Marketing
 Science (including 

Biomedical and 
Pharmaceutical 
Science)

 Sport and Exercise 
Science

WHAT’S 
ON OFFER
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F
ACING up to £50,000 in student 
debts is a frightening prospect – so 
have you considered getting a 
college degree instead?

London South East Colleges, 
London’s newest college with campuses in 
Bromley, Bexley, Greenwich and Orpington, 
offers a range of affordable full-time and part-
time degrees – as well as fast-track degrees  
accredited by universities such as the 
University of Greenwich, Canterbury 
Christchurch University and Bucks  
New University.

You can also embark on foundation degrees, 
as well as HND and HNC programmes, as a 
stepping stone to a degree course or an entry 
route to a new career. All the courses at 
London South East Colleges are highly 
employment focused.

For those who are already in work, or 
looking to help fund their degree by earning 

while learning, this flexibility is important. A 
great case example is Dupe Oyelade, a 32-
year-old mother of two from Dartford. She 
managed to balance home, work and student 
life to gain a Construction Management HNC. 

After achieving top marks, she was awarded 
a very prestigious accolade for outstanding 
academic achievement by the Chartered 
Institute of Building (CIOB).

 ‘I would advise anyone wanting to better 
themselves and create much bigger 
opportunities in their life to consider doing 
what I have done,’ she says.

Fees for degree courses are generally around 
£6,250 a year, with professional qualifications 
such as a PGCE starting at £2,250.

If you’d like to start a degree with London 
South East Colleges this September, just call 
020 8295 7056 (for Clearing) or 0300 303 
2554. Visit www.LSEC.ac.uk for information 
on Access to HE and degree courses.
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NO A-LEVELS? NO PROBLEM!

Facing a 
university 
challenge?
London South East Colleges 
University Centre has amazing 
career-focused degrees and courses

 Great alternative: Save  
 money and time by  

 getting a college degree 

WILLIAM Boateng, 31, from Balham, did 
not have the A-levels to go to uni, but 
really wanted to work in mental health 
nursing, which meant he needed a 
degree. So he took advantage of the one-
year Access to Higher Education Diploma,  
designed for adults wishing to completely 
change career direction after a number of 
years out of the education system.

William, who funded his course with an 
Advanced Learning Loan, is currently 
studying the Nursing and Healthcare 
Professions Level 3 Access to HE Diploma 
course at London South East Colleges. 

 ‘The teaching is superb, the facilities 
are excellent and I’m particularly 
impressed with the number of online 
resources we have access to, as well as 
the availability of the tutors,’ he says.

‘I’m confident of entering university 
next year to specialise in mental health.’

Fellow student Imogen Bobbit, 54, from 

Tunbridge, is using the Access course to 
become a midwife – after being inspired 
by the specialist who attended to four of 
her five children’s births.

Imogen says: ‘It just didn’t seem 
feasible that I could turn a career in sales 
and marketing into midwifery. I didn’t 
have A-levels, but after making several 
enquiries to universities around the 
South East, I was advised to take the 
Access route as it could fast-track me 
into university. It’s a lifelong dream of 
mine, and my true calling.’
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WHY TAKE  
AN HND?

 HNDs are two-year 
courses, equivalent to the 
first two years of a 
university degree

 The fees are much lower 
than a degree – just 
£6,000 per year

 The courses are 
vocational – you learn 
professional skills that 
prepare you for the 
workplace

 HNDs are a respected 
professional qualification, 
so you can look for work 
as soon as you graduate

 Many universities run 
top-up degree 
programmes, so you can 
upgrade to a degree if you 
want to 

WHY MORLEY?
 Morley students are 

some of the most satisfied 
in England – the college 
scored 95.3 per cent in the 
FE Choices Learner 
Satisfaction survey for 
2016/17, making it the  
top college of its type  
in London

 Morley students are 
older on average than 
students at other Further 
Education colleges, so you 

learn in a more mature, 
professional-focused 
environment

 Morley tutors have 
professional experience in 
the subjects they teach, 
so you know you’ll learn 
the skills you need for 
success in the workplace

 The College is 
conveniently located close 
to Waterloo and Elephant 
& Castle stations, making 
it easily accessible from 
most parts of London

 HND students at Morley 
also have access to the 
facilities in the library at 
nearby London South 
Bank University

FOLLOW 
YOUR 
PASSION
Want to study art, music, or 
drama, but don’t know if 
university is the right 
choice? A HND with 
Morley College London 
could be the answer

 Get on the  
 runway:  
 Morley College’s  
 Fashion HND 

U
NIVERSITY isn’t always the best 
way to turn artistic aspirations into 
a fulfilling career – but there is an 
alternative way forward.

This September, Morley College, 
one of the oldest and largest institutions of its 
type, is launching brand new HNDs, which are 
equivalent to the first two years of a degree. 

Not only are the fees a third lower than many 
university courses, but with these highly 
vocational qualifications you often have the 
option to top up to a degree, too.

Morley is well known for the specialist 
education and training it has offered to adults in 
Lambeth and Southwark for almost 130 years. 
The college also has particularly strong links to 
the worlds of the arts and music, reaching back 
to its origins as part of what is now the Old Vic 
theatre. So, it already has fantastic facilities 
ranging from studios to performance spaces.

That is why these new HNDs are going to be 
such an exciting innovation. 

So, what is on offer to help you further your 
passion while gaining a valuable qualification?

VISUAL AND DIGITAL ARTS
Morley’s HND in Ceramics will give you the 
skills and expertise to make a name for yourself 
in this exciting aspect of product design. The 
college’s ceramics studio is fully equipped with 
kilns and pottery wheels, and you will have 
access to a range of clays, ceramics and glazes 
to give you free rein in experimenting and 
developing your own unique style. The college 
also has a number of exhibition spaces, 
including the Morley Gallery, where students 
can display their work to the public.

Focus on fashion for your HND and you’ll 
work in Morley’s dedicated fashion design and 
clothes-making studios, using industry-standard 
tools and equipment to transform your ideas 
into wearable garments, while experimenting 
with a variety of couture techniques. 

When you complete your course, you will  
get the chance to show off your projects on  
real models, as part of the college’s  
graduation fashion show, held in the stunning 
Emma Cons room.

MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS
HND Performing Arts students will gain 
experience in a wide range of theatrical and 
performance disciplines, so you can develop 
your specialism in acting, singing or dance. 

You will also learn behind-the-scenes skills, 
so you can plan and produce your own 
performances, run a performing arts-based 
business, and have full access to purpose-built 
rehearsal rooms and beautiful performance 
spaces, as well as several opportunities to 
perform in public throughout your course.

Meanwhile, the HND in Music is ideal for all 
aspiring pop or contemporary musicians, 

whether you want to perform live for audiences 
or take a behind-the-scenes role in a music 
production studio. 

You will build your overall musical expertise 
before choosing to specialise in performance or 
production, and you will have access to state of 
the art recording studios, a DJ suite and Mac 
labs to create original recordings.

HUMANITIES AND SCIENCE
Morley’s HND programme also includes 
courses in Business and Health & Social Care, 
which will help you develop the right skills to 
thrive in these competitive sectors.

Whatever your ambitions, Morley College 
London has a Higher Education course to help 
you find your future.

 Go along to Morley’s Higher Education 
Open Day on Saturday, August 19, 12.30pm–

2.30pm. Visit morleycollege.ac.uk/events. Call 
our Clearing hotline on 020 7450 1889 – lines 

are open from 9am–6pm on 17 August  
and 9am–5pm on 18 August. 
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