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2017An indispensable 31-page guide 
to the higher education options 
that can change your life 
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WHETHER you got the 
results you hoped for, 
d i d  b e t t e r  t h a n 
expected or did not 
quite get the grades, 

today is a golden opportunity.
A dip in overall application numbers 

to university means that there are  
still places to fill — even at the top  
universities.

University is still a popular choice, 
with nearly four in 10 18-year-olds 
applying. However, a dip in EU applica-
tions and demographics — there are 
fewer 18-year-olds leaving school and 
college — means a surplus of places.

Adjustment, for those who exceeded 
their offer requirements, can enable 
you to study at the university of your 
dreams. Even elite and prestigious 
universities have places.

Clearing is for those who did not get 
into their firm or insurance choice or 
who have had a change of mind — and 
they also have the opportunity to over-

haul their plans. Remember, you do 
not have to accept your offer. 

If you have decided you do not want 
to spend three years at a particular 
university or on a certain course, you 
can use Clearing to change your 
future.

Whatever you decide to do, keep your 
options open. This 31-page supplement 
is packed full of inspiring ideas to help 
you make your mind up. 

In addition to some fantastic univer-
sities, do not forget to consider alterna-
tives — part-time degrees to cut the cost 
of studying and gain valuable employ-
ment experience, HNDs that are a more 
affordable and hands-on way to 
progress to a full degree, and fully 
funded degree apprenticeships.

We have also given you the essential 
advice to make the most of today, from 
remembering to sort your student 
finance to finding accommodation dur-
ing Clearing. Good luck.

Niki Chesworth

It’s the best 
Clearing yet
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Be informed: 
whatever your 
results, you can 
log on to UCAS 
Track to find out if 
you have been 
accepted by your 
firm or insurance 
offer, and whether 
you have been 
provided with a 
Clearing number
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The wait is finally over — but what        should you do to move forward?

Once this is done, your Track status 
will be updated and you can start 
search and applying for courses in 
Clearing. 

If you only want to swap your firm 
and insurance choices, you will still 
need to go through Clearing — but 
check first that your insurance choice 
will accept you.

WANT TO CHALLENGE YOUR  
A-LEVEL RESULTS? 
If you have only just missed your 
grades, you might want to talk to your 

teachers about 
an appeal — 
and tell your 
firm university 
choice that you 
are planning  
to do so. 
The deadline 
for all course-
dependent 
result appeals 
is next Friday 
(August 25). 
Some schools 
and sixth form 
colleges may 

be reluctant to appeal because of the 
costs involved, so you might have to 
convince them.

WANT TO DEFER? 
You can ask to defer your start until 
next September if you want a year to 
think about whether university is the 
right choice for you. 

Some courses — Medicine, for exam-
ple — do not allow a deferral. You will 
need to contact the university and 
explain your reasons. 

R e m e m b e r  —  y o u  c a n  o n l y  
register for Adjustment in Track if you  
have met and exceeded the conditions 
of your firm offer. 

Once you register for Adjustment, 
you need to act fast. You will only have 
24-hour periods (including weekends) 
to accept an offer.

There are no vacancy lists for Adjust-
ment, so you need to contact admis-
sions offices direct. 

Tell them you are applying through 
Adjustment and give them your  
Personal ID.

UCAS tip: If a 
university or col-
lege offers you a 
place over the 
phone, you just 
need to let them 
know if you would 
like to accept it. 

Remember: you 
can only have  
one Adjustment 
offer, and it is the 
u n ive r s i t y  o r  
college that will 
add themselves  
to your applica-
tion. 

Only verbally accept one offer — and 
make sure it is the right one.

If you cannot find a place within the 
time limit, you will just keep your 
original place.

WHAT IF YOU CHANGE YOUR 
MIND ABOUT YOUR COURSE? 
If you no longer want to go to your firm 
choice,  then you wi l l  have to  
ring them and ask to be released  
into Clearing. 
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Feeling overwhelmed by the life-changing choices 
you are having to make? Whether you’ve got a Plan 
B or not, follow this step-by-step guide to making the 
most of A-level results day. By Niki Chesworth

ARE YOUR EXAM RESULTS  
BETTER THAN YOU EXPECTED? 
If you have been pleasantly surprised  
by your results, you can use the  
Adjustment service to upgrade your 
university choice.

Adjustment is only available until 

August 31 — your original firm choice 
will be safe while you are looking  
for another place, and you will only  
lose it if you confirm you would like  
to go elsewhere and the new univer-
sity/college adds themselves to your 
application.

BY now, you will have your 
results. If you are one of the 
400,000 or so university 
applicants who have met 
the conditions of their 

“firm” first choice or insurance choice, 
congratulations.

If not, then you had better get busy. 
About 50,000 of you will now be 

placed into Clearing — to be joined by 
another 15,000 or so people who are 
applying to university for the first  
time directly through Clearing. 

However, if you have not yet checked 
the UCAS Track site to see if you have 
got in and the status of your application 
— and whether or not you have been 
provided with a Clearing number —  
log on now.

If you have not been put into Clear-
ing, but failed to get your expected 
grades, check with your chosen  
university and insurance choice —  
you might have got in after all.

Or you may have been offered a  
place on a different course at the  
same university — a changed course 
offer — which you will need to accept 
or decline.

BEFORE 3PM
You cannot enter a university choice 
into UCAS Track until 3pm. So use the  
time to do some research and to hit  
the phones.

Before entering a choice on Track, 
you will need to check that the  
university will offer you a place —  
and that means ringing up their  
Clearing hotlines to speak to one of 
their advisors.

To check which universities have 
places available during Clearing,  
check the UCAS website — there will  
be live updates showing all the courses 
available.

UCAS tip: Monitor the website  
regularly — some might get vacancies 
later on, so keep checking back.

LATER ON
If you are reading this later in the day, 
do not worry that you might have 
missed out. You still have plenty of time 
left to ring round universities and 
secure a place to study this year, so be 
careful to make the right choice.

If your results came as a bit of shock, 
you might not have a Plan B. 

So, if you have not managed to 
research your Clearing choices,  
spend a bit of time before ringing  
each university researching the  
course content and the university 
itself.

Do not just apply to any random  
university because you see they  
have places. Make sure that this is the 
right decision for you.

Also, think back to your original  
university search — were there any 
universities you visited and liked,  
but perhaps did not include on your 
UCAS application form? 

Or perhaps you applied earlier in the 

application cycle, and were not 
accepted — but you might be now?

Remember to be prepared for the  
call itself. 

Some universities may ask you to  
tell them why you are interested in 
studying a particular course, and  
you will need to have a good answer. 
Think of it like a mini interview.

You will need your UCAS Clearing 
number — you can find it on the  
welcome and choices page in Track — 
and your Personal ID, which will let  
the university or college see your  
application online.

UCAS tip: Get informal offers over 
the phone — maybe from a variety of 
universities and colleges — then decide 
which one you want to accept.

THE NEXT STEPS
Once you have found a university  
and course that you are happy with — 
and they offer you a place — you will 
need to log on to UCAS Track in order  
to accept. You may have as little as  
24 hours in which to do this.

 Click ‘Add Clearing choice’ and  
fill in the course details by the deadline  
date the university/college gave you 
over the phone.

By doing this, it counts as definitely 
accepting the offer, so if they then 
confirm, it will  show up as an 
acceptance on the choices page of 
Track, and they will send you a 
confirmation letter. 

You can only add one choice at a 
time, but if the university/college 

doesn’t confirm your place, you will 
be able to add another.

Remember, Clearing continues until 
October 23, and while places do fill up 
fast, you do not have to panic. You 
should be able to find a place to study 
for a degree this year.

The wait is finally over — but what        

CLEARING could be done and dusted 
in a matter of days — but only if you 
find and confirm your place quickly. 

Alex Hayman of Which? University 
offers these tips:

Don’t panic and just go for your first 
Clearing offer
Places are filled up quickly, so it is not 
surprising that nearly four in 10 of 
students we spoke to who went 
through Clearing a couple of years 
back said they felt pressured to take 
the first offer they received. 

But while it’s tempting to snap up 
your first offer, it is not always wise.

Do some research first to make sure 
you really want to go to the relevant 
university.

Dig into the course detail 
The course content itself should 
always be your top priority when 
choosing where and what to study. 

Read and re-read the course 
description, including the modules on 
offer over the duration of the course 
(and note which are compulsory and 
which ones you can pick). 

Is there a course that caters to your 
interests more so than others?

You should also consider whether 

the teaching and assessment styles 
suit you. 

Look up the courses you are 
interested in using the Which? 
University course search to see the 
proportion of time you will spend in 
lectures and seminars, independent 
study and placements, as well as how 
you will be assessed.

Imagine yourself at that university 
The best way to decide if a university 
is right for you is to go on an open day. 

Many universities offer open  
days specifically for students 
applying through Clearing — 
typically in the week after 
results day — and keep 
their offers open to you 
until you have had a 
chance to visit. 

University 
environments vary 
hugely — from  
self-contained student 
villages to buildings 
scattered across a bustling 
city — so it is important to 

factor the type of student experience 
on offer into your decision.

And if you cannot get to an open  
day in time, it is still worth trying to 
suss out the general area — could  
you see yourself living there for the 
next few years? You can visit on your 
own to try the journey and see what  
it is like.

Alternatively, if you do not have 
enough time to visit the university — 
43 per cent of students we spoke to 
who went through Clearing said they 
ended up at a university they had 
never visited — you could get a 

glimpse into the student 
experience by checking out 

comments from  
current students. Which? 
University has profiles of 
each university, as well as 
city guides.

Compare course stats 
Student satisfaction 

scores, graduate 
employment rates, average 

graduate salary: there is 
lots of official data 

on courses 
which you 

can use 

to you give you an idea of how you 
might find the course, and what your 
prospects could be like after 
graduating.

If you hit ‘Shortlist’ on the courses 
you are interested in on Which? 
University, you can see these stats for 
each course, side-by-side. They are 
also ranked as high, medium or low, 
so you can see how they compare 
against other universities offering 
that particular course.

Relate the courses back to your 
original choices
In the rush of Clearing, it can be easy 
to forget what inspired your original 
UCAS choices. What is it that you  
are looking for from your degree? Is it 
the love of a subject, or the career 
opportunities it would open up for 
you? Did you like the tight-knit 
community feel of a certain  
campus university, or how close  
you will be to home?

While Clearing will inevitably involve 
some compromises, it is worth 
reminding yourself of what was  
most important to you when making 
initial choices and making sure  
you are factoring that into your 
decision now. 

TOP TIPS FOR NAVIGATING CLEARING...

Expertise: Alex Hayman, 
of Which? University
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Experience the real business world
Advertising Feature

WHEN Nicola Porter’s son 
David went through 
Clearing, after chang-
ing his mind about his 
choice of degree, she 

was glad he did his research.
“He came across Pearson College 

London and saw it as a real opportunity 
to do something fresh and employ-
ment-focused rather than a traditional 
academic degree,” she says, adding that 
the college is “the way of the future”.

David agrees, adding: “I had opportu-
nities I would not have otherwise 
received at other traditional universities 
— industry days, founding a social enter-
prise and a guaranteed internship.”

That is because business is part of 
Pearson College London’s DNA.

David has since graduated with a first-
class honours degree in Business & 
Enterprise, and one of his legacies is 
Pearson College London’s innovative 
and pioneering Business Incubator, 
which he helped to launch.

The Incubator offers free space for  
12 months to an Edtech start-up in 
exchange for allowing business stu-
dents to get involved in the business’s 
projects — providing an amazing oppor-
tunity for learning, development and 
valuable business insights.

This is just one example of the initia-
tives that help students to gain real-
world experience by becoming 
immersed in the business world, learn-
ing from real-life events in real time.  

This year, Pearson College London is 
cementing its reputation as provider 
of highly relevant degree courses by 
launching its Centre for Industry 
Engagement, which will centralise the 
work it does in this area, including:
Internships: all full-time Pearson  
Business School students are guaran-
teed at least one placement with a lead-
ing firm subject to academic approval.
Industry partnerships: Pearson Col-
lege London’s 100-plus industry part-
ners — which include Unilever, IBM and 
Direct Line — are a vital part of design-
ing and delivering degree modules to 
ensure they equip graduates with the 
skills employers want and need.
Pioneering programmes: These 
include the “8th day scheme”, which 
allows entrepreneurs, start-ups and 
small businesses to undertake the 
projects they would do if they had an 
extra day in the week by partnering 

them with undergraduates. Pearson 
College London is also a preferred 
choice for employers planning degree 
apprenticeships, and is working with 
leading employers including L’Oreal to 
deliver these. 

SECURE A PLACE TODAY
There are a limited number of Clearing 
places available to start in September 
for degrees in business management, 
enterprise, accountancy, marketing 
and law. The Clearing entry tariff is  
112 UCAS points (BBC at A-level or 
equivalent). If you have fewer points 
than this, you can complete a Business 
School Workshop to secure a place. 

THE PEARSON DIFFERENCE
If you want to stand out in the jobs 
market, you need an education that 
stands out, too:

All Pearson College London’s degrees 
are designed, developed and delivered 
with industry partners, to immerse you 
in the real world of work. 

Students don’t just learn about their 
area of study — they gain experience 
from and get access to the best of the 
best, both in the classroom and by 
v i s i t ing  the  co l le ge ’s  par tner 
organisations’ locations, too. 

As the only college run by a FTSE 100 
company, Pearson College London has 
unrivalled access to more than 100 top 
employers.

Students benefit from high contact 
hours per week, reflecting what life is 
like in the business world. 

The links Pearson College London 
has with some of the biggest businesses 
in the world opens doors — ensuring 
students graduate with the skills 
required to succeed.

One hundred per cent of their degree 
graduates in work or further study 
within six months after graduation.

Niki Chesworth

All of Pearson College 
London’s pioneering 
degrees are powered by 
industry engagement — 
including employment 
experiences you may not 
get at a traditional uni

 SUCCESS — IN THEIR OWN WORDS
PEARSON College London graduates  
are highly employable and have 
gone on to some amazing careers. 
Here, three of them share the 
reasons why:

“Industry  
days, career events 
and talks, studying 
in a corporate 
environment as 
well as the nature 
of the course 
assignments have 
provided me with an all-round 
experience of understanding the 
business world better” — Sophie 
Preece, IBM business consulting  
graduate scheme.

“The advantage it 
gave me was to break 
down the barrier 
between education 
and the business/real 
world” — Jack 
Preston, graduate 
scheme at Notonthehighstreet.com. 

“Pearson does this 
wonderful thing of 
helping you realise 
you can be more. 
They offer you 
challenges, the tools 
to face them, and 
show you how to make the first step” 
— Kevin Nyatoro, sales excellence 
business Analyst, Microsoft.

AIming high: 
students at 
Pearson are 
prepared for 
success in the 
workplace thanks 
to the real-world 
business 
experience at the 
heart of the 
college’s courses

To advertise call: 020 79 38 38 38
2017

Call the 
Clearing hotline 
on 020 3797 7237 
today and  
visit pearson 
collegelondon.
ac.uk/clearing to 
find out more
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Pressured to 
go to uni? Do 
it your way

ARE the momentous choices 
you are now facing making 
you feel ill?

Well, you are not alone. 
Half of the 16 to 19-year-

olds surveyed by AAT (Association of 
Accounting Technicians) said that the 
stress caused by deciding what their 
future career choice should be had 
affected their health.

Nearly three in 10 admitted they were 
struggling to sleep, nearly a quarter 
said they were either over- or under-
eating, and nearly a fifth were suffering 
from panic attacks.

Leaving school or college could be 
one of the most nerve-wracking 
moments of your life and the 
choices you have to make 
are not easy — particularly 
when everyone else seems 
to have an opinion.

A DIFFERENT PATH
About two in three of the  
16 to 19-year-olds sur-
veyed told AAT that 
they had “experienced 
pressure from their 
school or college to go 

Now your results are in, it’s time to decide on the next 
step. But you don’t have to go to university. Two people 
who have taken the AAT route share their experiences

Smart move: Thomas Brinsley and Bola Lawal, inset left, both recommend AAT

WOULD you rather take on £28,000 
of student debt just for your tuition 
fees, or have no debt and a starting 
salary as a trainee of more than 
£23,000 a year?

Before you answer, you need to 
know that both options could lead 
to exactly the same type of 
professional career in finance.

Now you know that, the obvious 
choice is “no debts”.

This debt-free option is AAT —  
and it can even lead to chartered 
accountancy status more quickly 
than taking the degree route. 

So, in a few years’ time, you could 
find yourself further up the career 
ladder than other school leavers 
now heading off to uni. 

While they will start their careers 
saddled with debt, you will have 
been earning for several years, and 
perhaps have even started to save 
up for your first home.

As an AAT trainee, life is busy.  
You will be combining learning on 
the job with studying part-time. 

However, the financial boost is 
good. According to the 2017 AAT 
Salary and Careers survey, student 
members in London earn an 
average annual income of £23,250.

  DO THE MATHS...

to university”. One in four said that this 
pressure was “significant”. 

No wonder so many young people 
believe that they have to take this path 
— even if they do not necessarily feel it 
is the right option for them.

Bola Lawal, 22, from Essex, is some-
one who decided to take a different 
route from university into the career 
she wanted. Her story might inspire 
you to make your own decision about 
your own future.

After she finished her A-levels at  
college, she had the option of going  
to university, but instead decided to 
take an alternative route by studying 

for an apprenticeship in account-
ancy with AAT.

Lawal says: “I had the choice 
of going to university, but 
decided to opt out of it 
because of the debt and 
because I believed that stud-
ying for a professional quali-

fication like AAT would 
strengthen my chance 
of becoming a suc-
cessful accountant, 
by giving me better 
understanding of 

the industry and expanding my knowl-
edge of the profession.”

As part of her apprenticeship, she 
worked as an accountant, and the com-
pany she worked for regularly gave her 
time off to go to college to study, and 
also time off when it was time for her 
to take her exams. 

So Lawal combined working and 
studying — earning at the same time as 
learning the skills she needed to 
become an accountant. By doing both 
at the same time, she already had work 
experience and knew how to apply the 
knowledge gained from studying to the 
job role immediately.

She adds: “I would recommend AAT 
training because it provides you with 
the skills and understanding that 
employers require, and it opens up 
more opportunities for you.”

Mark Farrar, CEO of AAT, says: “It  
is encouraging to see there is recogni-
tion among some young people such 
as Bola that high-level vocational  
routes such as apprenticeships are a 
viable option that leads to rewarding 
career paths.”

Another student, Thomas Brinsley, 
wanted to move into a finance role,  
but did not want to go to university. 

“Since a degree or the equivalent is 

so important within finance, I thought 
that this would impact my career, until 
I found AAT and their different ways to 
study,” he says. “Studying an AAT 
qualification allows me to apply for 
positions that I wouldn’t have been able 
to enter any other way, and has made 
me much more effective with commu-
nication and time management.”

AAT qualifications are open to every-
one regardless of previous experience 
or exam success, and can also put stu-
dents on a fast track to becoming a 
chartered accountant.

Find out more at aat.org.uk/es
Niki Chesworth
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IF you get a place at university or 
college through Clearing and you 
haven’t applied for student 
finance, you need to apply now 
at gov.uk/studentfinance. 

It takes at least six weeks to process 
your application, but the Student Loans 
Company will do an initial assessment 
so you should have some money as close 
to the start of your course as possible.

If you have already applied for stu-
dent finance but your course, univer-
sity, college or tuition fee loan amount 
have changed due to the Clearing proc-
ess, you will need to tell the Student 
Loans Company of the changes. 

Log in to your online student finance 
account to change your application.

Update the university name and 
course once you have accepted a place.

If you have changed where you are 
studying, this can affect the amount of 
finance you are entitled to, so check.

Double-check that the information 
you provided was correct — if you are 
applying for funding based on 

Do not overlook your student loan application —  
the sooner you get it sorted, the better. And it’s also 
important to track your cash while at university

household income, your parent(s) 
should have provided the correct 
financial and personal information.

Follow all the instructions. For 
example, if you have to print, sign, date 
and return the declaration to the address 
provided, do it as soon as possible.

Avoid phishing scams. Check any 
emails from the Student Loans Company 
are bona fide (they will never ask for 
bank details) and do not log in using 
public networks — use a secure line. 

OTHER SOURCES OF FINANCE
Work: You have a tax allowance, like 
everyone else, which is the amount you 
can earn before paying tax. For the cur-
rent year it is £11,500 — almost £1,000 a 
month. Make a note of your National 
Insurance number, so you can be taxed 
correctly. 
Bursaries, scholarships and grants: 
Many universities have additional 
forms of funding, even if it is just a book 
allowance and some reserve some of 
this for students applying through 

Clearing. Check on the uni’s website. 
Top tip: Download a budgeting app to 
track all your payments and set a limit 
on spending. 

BEST STUDENT BANK ACCOUNTS
You will need a student account to ben-
efit from the perks on offer — including 
the most generous zero per cent over-
draft you can find. Best buys, according 
to Which? University, are the Halifax 

Student account (£3,000 at zero per 
cent and cashback at various retailers) 
and the HSBC Student account, with up 
to £3,000 interest free but only by year 
three, a £60 Amazon gift card and 12 
months of Prime Student

NatWest/RBS offers a less generous 
£2,000 — a significant difference, and 
while the four-year National Express 
Coachcard is a great perk, if you go 
home by train, you may barely use it.

Lloyds Bank and Santander are even 
less generous, only giving £1,500 inter-
est-free, although the Santander 
account does have some extras — inter-
est of up to three per cent on your bal-
ance if you have £100-£2,000 in your 
account (by far the most generous) and 
a four-year 16-25 Railcard, which is also 
by far the best perk, worth £70.

Barclays has a staggered zero per cent 
overdraft of £1,000 in year one, £2,000 
in year 2 and £3,000 in year 3 which 
can make budgeting easier for those 
who fear they will use up their entire 
overdraft in the first year. Nationwide’s 
FlexStudent account offers a similar 
deal.

Remember: student overdraft limits 
are not guaranteed. So you may not get 
the maximum overdraft advertised — it 
depends on your credit score.

Read the small print. Some accounts 
require you to pay in at least £500 a 
term to benefit from the perks.

And think twice about going over 
your limit. Charges can be up to £5 a 
day.

As with all bank accounts, you will need 
proof of identity (passport, birth certifi-
cate, driving licence), proof of address 
and a UCAS confirmation letter.

Niki Chesworth

To advertise call: 020 79 38 38 38
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Got your student finances sorted?

Money matters: you can access information on student finance via your mobile

A
LA

M
Y



56 EVENING STANDARD  THURSDAY 17 AUGUST 2017  57

Advertising Feature To advertise call: 020 79 38 38 38
2017

C
LEARING is your opportunity 
to make a life-changing 
choice. So, before picking up 
the phone and calling the 
Clearing hotlines, take a few 

minutes to check out which universities 
are going to offer you the best teaching, 
with outstanding academic support and 
great employment prospects.

The Government’s new Teaching 
Excellence Framework (TEF) provides 
an official rating of the quality of UK 
universities. The University of North-
ampton is one of a select group of insti-
tutions which received gold, the very 
highest possible rating for teaching 
excellence under this framework.

It has some places available during 
Clearing, so you could soon be benefit-
ing from the highest-quality teaching.

“We may be one of the youngest uni-
versities in the UK, but are officially one 
of the best,” said its vice chancellor, 
Professor Nick Petford.

“We offer our students an 
experience that many prom-
ise, but few can deliver.”

While quality teaching 
is vitally important, it is 
not the only thing that 
se t s  Nor thampton 
apart. The TEF judges 
also found that its provi-
sion was “outstanding” in 
a number of other areas, 
including the personalised 
student experience, academic support, 
the quality of assessment and feedback 
and the university’s approach to involv-
ing students in research, scholarship 
and professional practice.

STUDENT-CENTRED LEARNING
The university has an increased focus 
on seminars or tutorials to allow closer 
interaction between students and teach-

Clearing is your chance 
to upgrade your future — 
and you can’t aim higher 
than gold, the rating 
given to the University  
of Northampton

Personalised 
approach:  
the student 
experience at  
the University  
of Northampton  
is tailored to 
individuals

ing staff, with this more personalised 
student experience being recognised 
as “outstanding” by the TEF. 

This ‘blended’ approach to learning 
makes the most of students’ time and 
puts them at the centre of their own 
learning by giving them more opportu-
nity to ask questions, delve deeper into 
their subject, and ultimately have a 
learning experience that will benefit 
them after they graduate. 

EMPLOYABILITY A PRIORITY 
One of the reasons Northamp-

ton was judged to have out-
standing outcomes in 
terms of the numbers of 
students going on to 
employment or further 
study is that employabil-
ity is embedded across 
t h e  e n t i re  s t u d e n t  

experience.
Wray Irwin, head of the 

University of Northampton 
Centre for Employability and Engage-
ment, says: “From course content  
and design, to bringing in employers  
to talk about their sector, as well as  
providing internships and placements 
to all students — with 60 per cent of 
courses having these inbuilt — we ensure 
that students gain the current skills  
and competencies employers are  
looking for.”

Set sights on an outstanding education

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Another key feature of a University of 
Northampton education is that you will 
be encouraged to make a difference. 

The university is focused on creating 
social change, and that means getting 
involved with volunteering or work 
placements during your course, which 
makes you more employable and able 
to make a contribution to society.

“Our Changemaker offering helps 
graduates to build their careers over a 
lifetime as it teaches them how to adapt 
and change by using their skills in a dif-
ferent way by working with a social 
enterprise or charity — or even starting 
their own charity,” says Irwin. “Change-
maker also helps them to understand 
how their activities can effect positive 

social, environmental and cultural 
change so they are an active participant 
in the world around them. 

“We have had graduates go along to 
interviews where all they have been 
asked about is their experiences and 
how they apply their skills in different 
ways. This is what makes a Northamp-
ton education different.”

AN OUTSTANDING EXPERIENCE
How a university supports you — with 
your studies, to find a job and to benefit 
from some amazing experiences — is 
also an important factor. The TEF judges 
felt this was another area where North-
ampton was “outstanding”.

Ann Shelton-Mayes, executive dean, 
student experience, says: “This is down 

to a commitment of staff to an excellent 
student experience. We have a mission 
to transform lives and inspire change.

“This involves course design, and we 
are coming towards the end of a four-
year plan to design every single element 
of every course — with student and sec-
tor involvement — to make sure each has 
aspirational targets and is professionally 
oriented and industry-relevant. 

“We have a strong commitment to 
‘active blended learning’, with more 
interaction between lecturers and stu-
dents and in smaller groups. You will 
find the student experience — from tui-
tion and assessments to employability 
plans — is personalised. At Northamp-
ton, you’re known as an individual.”

Niki Chesworth
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Off to uni? 
Don’t try to 
pack it all
THERE are certain “musts” 

every student needs. If you 
have managed to get the 
‘Bank of Mum and Dad’ to 
buy you the gear, then 

maybe you do not need to buy on a 
budget. 

But it always pays to shop around, as 
there are some great student discounts. 
Also, remember, your tech might not 
stay yours for long — so whatever price 
bracket you fall into, don’t forget to 
protect your gadgets.

LAPTOP 
Do not spend thousands on something 
flash. What you need is a tough, dura-
ble laptop that is not too heavy — you 
will be carry-
ing it around 
most days — 
with a long 
battery life in 
case all the 
p l u g s  a re 
taken. 

Do not for-
get a sturdy laptop case/bag/rucksack 
to protect it. Pick one that is easy to 
sling over your shoulder, so that  
you are not tempted to put it down  
on the floor, where it is easy to steal or 
trip over.

One of the best buys from Currys PC 
World is the Microsoft Surface Pro – 
128GB — £799.00

Windows 10
Intel® Core™ m3-7Y30 Processor
RAM: 4 GB / Storage: 128 GB SSD
Up to 13.5 hours battery life

A great-value alternative and every-
day all-rounder is the HP Pavilion 15.6’’ 
Laptop — £345.00

Windows 10
Intel® Pentium® 

4405U Processor
RAM:  4  GB / 

S t o r a ge :  1  T B 
HDD

 Up 
to 9.5 
hours 
battery life

If you cannot resist going for the 
label, then at least get your top tech for 
less. Get your NUS Extra card to  
unlock some great discounts — see  
nus.org.uk for more information.

Apple — £339 saving on a Mac when 
purchased with AppleCare, plus a pair 
of Beats headphones

Surface Pro 4 — save up to £679 

SOFTWARE
One of the most important additions  
is Cloud storage — if your laptop gets 
lost, stolen or broken, you do not  
want to risk losing your work. Also, it 
means you can access your files from 
anywhere. 

According to Currys PC World, the 
go-to software package has to be Micro-
soft Office Home & Student — £119.99

Word makes document creation 
simple and versatile

Excel is your go-to spreadsheet 
software

PowerPoint helps you present with 
style

OneNote makes capturing notes and 
ideas easy and organised

Cloud connection lets you access 
documents remotely

PRINTER
This is a bit of a luxury. You can print 
at the uni library and we all know that 
printer ink is expensive. Also, once 
your house/flat/hall mates know you 
have a printer, they may all want you 
to print things out for them — leaving 
you with no ink or paper left. 

So wait until you get to uni before 
buying one. If you find that you are 
wasting too much time trying to get 
things printed, or you do not need 
 one if you can submit work electroni-
cally, you will have saved yourself a few 
quid.

If you do want to buy one, try the 
Epson Expression All-in-One Wireless 
Inkjet Printer — £34.99

Wifi/Apple AirPrint/Google Cloud 
Print

Colour print/copy/scan
Single-sided printing
5760 x 1440 dpi

HEADPHONES
Life at uni can be noisy. While you  
are trying to study, your house or hall 
mates could be having a rowdy 
party in the next room. To 
help you focus, go for 
noise-cancelling head-
phones. 

Best buy from Cur-
rys PC World are the 
Philips Wireless Blue-
tooth Noise-Cancel-
ling Headphones 
— £89.99

On-ear 
headphones: rests on 
the ear

Compatible with all smartphones
Features a microphone plus remote 

and volume control
Foldable

 
VOICE RECORDER
It can be hard to concentrate on what 
your lecturers are actually saying if you 
are too busy taking notes to really lis-

It might be tempting to 
flash the latest Mac, the 
hottest phone and the 
ultimate kitchen gear, but 
they could get lost, stolen 
or damaged, so think 
before splashing the cash

ten. Save yourself the hassle 
— and make sure you do not 
miss out on anything vitally 
important — by taking a 
voice recorder along, for 
example, the SONY Digital 
Voice Recorder from PC 
World — £44.99

Recording quality: 192 
Kbps

Recording time: 43 hours, 30 
minutes

Microphone jack

INSURANCE 
Yes, this is the boring bit. But this might 
focus your attention — the latest statis-
tics from specialise student insurance 
company Endsleigh:

29 per cent of students have lost 
their phone at least once

77 per cent of gadget and possession 
claims are for accidental damage

22 per cent of students have 
experienced theft while out and about

37 per cent have experienced liquid 
damage to their phones

Find out what cover is available with 
your accommodation — does it cover 
your contents? Some halls arrange 
cover with insurers.

Find out if your parents’ home  
contents insurance covers you. But ring 
them to double check. Endsleigh found 
that the average student takes £3,000 
worth of possessions away to univer-
sity, and your parents’ policy may not 
cover your gadgets while you are out 
and about.

At the very least, buy gadget insur-
ance for your phone, tablet and laptop. 
Visit endsleigh.co.uk.

If you are going to take a bike, take 
out specialist cycle insurance.

LIVING ESSENTIALS
Yes, you will probably need to take 
your own pots, pans and coffee mugs 
and duvets and towels, too.

Once again, do not spend a fortune.  

Find out if your uni has a value “essen-
tials” pack. This will save you lugging 
all this stuff to university, as it will be 
delivered to your accommodation 
prior to arrival. For example, the  
University of Leeds pack includes eve-
rything from a can and bottle opener 
(an essential) to a wooden spoon,  
frying pan and drying-up cloths. It is 
great value at £49.

Bedroom essen-
tials are also avail-
able. Studentroom 
packs.co.uk for the  
University of Bristol 
with a duvet, cov-
ers, pillow and towel 
start at £34.50. Once again, they are 
delivered to your accommodation.

There is one drawback — you will all 
get virtually the same items that are 
easy to mix up. Also, they are not  
necessarily that homely.

 So you might want to colour co-ordi-
nate your bedding yourself and take a 
few reminders of home — yes, you will 
get homesick, however desperate you 
are to leave home — plus mood lighting 
and things to put on the wall (remem-
ber Blu-tack).

Must-have: permanent markers — 
wherever you buy your belongings 
from, whether it is Argos, Asda or a 
specialist student kit company, you  
will inevitably end up with something 
that looks pretty much the same as 
someone else’s. 

Mark everything — particularly phone 
chargers, which seem to vanish!

Niki Chesworth

TOP TIPS
Do not take too much stuff — your 

room will probably be quite small.
Do not forget a laundry bag, 

ideally one you can carry — or you 
will end up with dirty washing 
everywhere. Remember to take 
laundry detergent, too.

Don’t take suitcases — you will not 
be able to store them. Cardboard 
boxes and holdalls that can fit under 
the bed might be better.

Do check what the university 
provides, or your kitchen could end 
up with six kettles and toasters — 
although you might want a kettle in 
your room, if you are allowed.

Do make a list, so you do not 
forget any essentials. Go to 
thestudentroom.co.uk/university/
advice/what-to-take-to-university-
checklist. It has some really useful 
tips, such as passport photos for IDs. 

Home from 
home: if you 
choose wisely, 
you can kit out 
your university 
accommodation 
without breaking 
the bank
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If you’re looking at your options and want a degree 
to meet the needs of our time, London Metropolitan 
University is going places — and so are its students

his contacts at Lloyds. This led to me 
doing some research work for the 
bank, which then led to a permanent 
job,” he says. “I wouldn’t have had 
those opportunities if it wasn’t for the 
staff at London Met.” 

As a world-leading Cisco Academy, 
London Met’s computing credentials 
are already impressive, and these links 
with industry help students find oppor-
tunities to thrive. The university has also 
recently launched a cyber security 
research centre to bridge the knowledge 
gap between academia and industry.  

BOOSTING EMPLOYABILITY
Another way London Met supports 
students is a successful graduate 
internship scheme. 

Google employee Stefan Rusu gradu-
ated with a first-class honours in Mar-
keting Communications and Public 
Relations from London Met before 
joining the internship scheme. 

Now he works as a field operations 
associate for the tech giant, which he 
enjoys, saying: “I get to work for a global 
organisation — one of the most impor-
tant companies in the tech world.” 

CREATIVITY IS NURTURED 
London Met is also home to one of the 
most exciting creative hubs in London 
— The Sir John Cass School of Art, Archi-
tecture and Design. 

The Cass is enjoying a renaissance as 
it rises through the league tables and 
moves to new facilities in the heart of 
the East End, Calcutta House in 
Aldgate, which has been equipped with 
new studios and workshops alongside 
a new exhibition space.

Art at The Cass is ranked second in 
London for student satisfaction in the 
2018 Guardian subject league tables. 
Architecture ranks third for overall 
course satisfaction and Design and 
Crafts and Fashion and Textiles have 
also jumped up the league tables.

In the Complete University Guide, Art 
and Design at The Cass jumped 24 
places overall and is now ranked fifth 
in London for graduate prospects. It 
was also second in London, and seventh 
in the UK, for student satisfaction. 

STUDENTS ARE EMPOWERED
Another way that London Met stands 
out from other universities is through 

LONDON Metropolitan Univer-
sity is going from strength to 
strength. With multi-million 
pound upgrades of its state-
of-the art facilities, an invest-

ment in quality teaching, a commitment 
to world-changing research and a 
strong focus on enterprise and innova-
tion — supported by its own business 
incubator — this is London’s rising star 
of universities.

As a result, it is leaping up league 
tables and seeing some fantastic stu-
dent satisfaction results.

Just take a look at London Met’s UK 
full-time graduate employment score 
— now higher than Manchester, Bristol 
and Edinburgh universities, and Lon-
don institutions such as Queen Mary, 
the London School of Economics (LSE), 
Middlesex and Westminster. London 
Met’s focus on work-related learning 
really is paying off for students.

More than 95 per cent of all 2016 
graduates were in work or further study 
six months after leaving university, and 
more than 250 different courses have 
100 per cent graduate employment.

DEGREES THAT LEAD TO JOBS   
One reason for this success is London 
Met’s innovative work-related learning 
module. The module can either be 
taken as a stand-alone 15-credit mod-
ule, or as part of a 30-credit module. 
Either way, it counts towards students’ 
overall degree. 

Students can either take up work 
placements or internships in busi-
nesses and organisations, volunteer, 
or work on a live project, where an 
organisation provides a brief to the 
student to deliver against — including 
a presentation to the employer. 

Alternatively, they can take a bespoke 
enterprise module based in London 
Met’s business incubator, Accelerator, 
which focuses on setting up and run-
ning a business. 

The aim is for students to gain experi-
ence of the world of work in a discipline 

or area in which they hope to build a 
career, and establish contacts that may 
help lead to employment in the future. 
There are also personal benefits, 
including developing confidence and 
communication skills.

LINKS WITH INDUSTRY 
More than 190 organisations partner 
with London Met to offer work place-
ments and live projects. These links 
with industry are also of huge value to 
students, creating opportunities for 
future employment. 

That was the case for Khurram 
Majeed, a computing graduate of  
London Met. Majeed now works for 
Lloyds Banking Group, developing 
systems to protect customers online. 

“London Met has really close links 
with industry, and during my studies, 
one of my lecturers introduced me to 

Be part of something 
great at London Met
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 EVEN MORE REASONS TO JOIN THE CAPITAL’S SUCCESS STORY
LONDON MET’S impressive 
employability statistics are not the 
only reason why you should consider 
ringing its Clearing hotline to secure 
a place to study this year. 

Here are some other reasons it 
could be the best call you ever make...

Teaching quality: London Met has 
more academics with Higher 
Education Academy fellowships than 
the sector average. 

More than 40 per cent of London 
Met academics have HEA fellowships 
— well above the sector average — 
and it is a similar story for teaching 
qualifications in general. More than 
65 per cent of London Met lecturers 
have industry-recognised 
qualifications, which is 20 per cent 
above the sector average. The 
university aims for all academics to 
be qualified teachers by 2020.

Student facilities: The university is 
also investing millions in its 
transformational One Campus, One 
Community project, with new 
teaching, learning, social and 
performance spaces and a 
reorganisation of the university’s 
services to better support students. 

This means new facilities and better 
places to learn and socialise.  

Advertising Feature

Rich experience:  
above, former 
Guardian editor 
Alan Rusbridger 
being interviewed 
in London Met’s 
media 
department;  
left, the 
university’s 
Science Centre 
houses a 
‘superlab’ with 
state-of-the-art 
facilities; right, 
students can 
enjoy amenities 
such as The 
Rocket bar
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its student-led module feedback 
scheme — a unique initiative which 
gives students genuine influence over 
the teaching they receive. 

Cecile Tschirhart, head of student 
experience and student outcomes at 
London Met, leads on the project and 
says: “We wanted to make sure that our 
students’ voices are heard. 

“In most universities, students review 
their modules at the end of the course, 
which means they themselves don’t 
benefit from the feedback. 

“At London Met, thanks to the  
student-led module feedback scheme, 
we can make changes in real time. 

“So, if a student tells us something  
in week five, we can say to them in 
week six that we’ve heard them, and 
by week seven, there is a positive 
change made.

“We think the key to improve teach-
ing and learning is trust between  
students and staff. 

“We’ve definitely seen this since 
the scheme was launched, and staff 
have also welcomed it, too. 

“They feel it has helped them to 
improve as teachers.”

DETERMINE YOUR FUTURE 
More than 95 per cent of all 2016 

graduates were in work or further 
study six months after leaving, and for 
those on more than 250 different 
courses, this rose to 100 per cent. 

 London Met outperformed all five 
London Russell Group universities 
(King’s College, UCL, Imperial, LSE and 
Queen Mary) for teaching quality in  
the Sunday Times Good University 
Guide 2017. 

CLEARING THE RIGHT PATH
Want to do something you love? London 
Met can take you there, and you could 
start in September. Every summer, the 
university helps hundreds of students 
find places through Clearing. 

You might have already applied to 
another university this year through 
UCAS, but this isn’t the case for every-
one, and many students begin their 
studies after a period away from educa-
tion. You don’t have to have recently 
received your entry qualifications and 
in some cases, relevant work experi-
ence can be taken into account. 

Niki Chesworth

Up to date: 
London Met 
students are 
benefiting from 
new facilities

To apply or 
find out more, 
simply call 0800 
085 2628 or visit 
londonmet.
ac.uk/clearing

London Met’s Science Centre 
houses a superlab, one of the 
largest teaching labs in Europe 
with more than 280 work 
stations. This summer, it is 
undergoing a major upgrade, 
with cutting edge AV equipment 
being installed to enhance the 
teaching experience. There are 
also new facilities at The Sir John 
Cass School of Art, Architecture 
and Design. 

Research that changes the world: 
Research is important for a university 
— and not just because it leads to 
recognition. London Met students are 
at the heart of research and this 
benefits their prospects.

London Met research is aimed at 
contributing to key areas of society, 
from education to public health. One 
example is research identifying 
bacteria on the London Underground 
network, for which the university hit 
the headlines earlier this year. 

Biomedical Science student Muna 
Hamud was one of those involved, 
and says: “Being able to take part has 
equipped us in being competent in 
microbiological techniques in a 
laboratory environment.” 

Since the research was published, 
Transport for London have organised 

a deep-clean of the network, 
highlighting a real-world impact of 

London Met’s work. 

An enterprising environment: 
London Met also runs one of the 
biggest and fastest growing 
enterprise competitions in the UK 
— the Big Idea Challenge. 
Students and graduates have the 

chance to win £30,000 worth of 
prizes to help get their business ideas 
up and running. 

The overall winner of the Big Idea 
Challenge was Fresh Start: a bus that 
changes lives, developed by 
International Relations students 
Valeria Kormysh, Jesus Diaz and Oriol 
Iglesias Grau. Fresh Start is a social 
enterprise that aims to transform a 
London bus into a mobile support 
centre for the capital’s homeless — 
complete with showers — which the 
students identified as a major issue.

As winners, the team received 
expert support to make their idea a 
reality, including start-up funds, a 
digital platform and space in London 
Met’s business incubator, Accelerator, 
which runs the competition. 

Based in Shoreditch in the heart  
of Tech City, Accelerator is home to 
30 business start-ups, employing 
between two and 20 people. 
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In two minds about whether you still want to go to 
university this year or defer instead? Or perhaps  
you just want to make the most of the next month 
before beginning your studies? Travelling abroad is  
a great way to discover more about yourself,  
enjoy memorable experiences and boost your 
employability, writes Hatty Copeman 

most incredible areas of the world. The 
International Citizenship Service is 
Government-backed, so could be more 
affordable — but you will need to raise 
at least £800. 

Volunteering schemes are also incred-
ibly popular, so you may have to wait 
to find a place. To make the most of 
your “gap”, and to fund your volun-
teering abroad, you will probably need 
to work, too. Again, try to pick a role 
that will enhance your chances of get-
ting into uni next year.

WORKING ABROAD
A mix of travel, living in a different 
country, perhaps learning a new lan-
guage while gaining valuable employ-
ment skills, is going to really set you 
above other candidates.

Make sure you understand visa 
requirements — for example, the two-
year student visa available in Australia 
— before travelling, and try to have work 
lined up. Otherwise, you could travel a 
long way to find that you run out of 
money and have to return home.

FROM InterRailing across 
Europe to joining a tour for 
a month or taking a year out 
to make a difference, travel-
ling abroad is a fantastic way 

to get ahead of other students and 
broaden your horizons.

However, having a productive and 
positive travel experience depends a 
lot on what you decide to do, and what 
you want to do afterwards.

Think ahead to how the experience 
can help your employability. Surveys 
show that employers believe those  
who have taken a gap year are  
more confident, creative, flexible and 
pro-active.

Gaining relevant work experience 
abroad was seen as good for those 
entering the competitive world of 
business (82 per cent) or teaching  
(77 per cent), according to a survey 
from booking.com. 

Creative industries liked volunteering 
and charity work (68 per cent), as well 
as learning new skills or languages  
(65 per cent).  

“The quality of the experience and 
how you turn that into a relevance  
for an employer — how you talk  
about it — is what will improve your  
chances of getting a job,” says Chris 
Rea, higher education services man-
ager at Prospect.

Taking a directed gap year is also 
great opportunity to work out what you 
want to do afterwards and avoid mak-
ing an expensive mistake. 

According to The Year Out Group, one 
in 10 reconsider going to university  
after a gap year, and change direction 
entirely based on their experiences.

ESCAPE BEFORE STARTING UNI
Graduates who have good language 
skills, can appreciate cultural differ-
ences and have a global mindset are 
sought-after by employers. So even if 
you are only spending a few weeks 
travelling, think about how the experi-
ence can add to your skill-set.

InterRail is a great way to enjoy trav-

elling across Europe on high-speed 
trains, with just one ticket for up to  
one month. 

You can visit everything from the 
mountains to the sun-soaked beaches 
and the bustling cities, and decide last- 
minute where you want to go.

You can also save time and money on 
accommodation by kipping on the 
night trains — falling asleep in Paris  
and waking up in Rome. Visit interrail.
eu/ to find out more.

If you do not have a bunch of mates 
with any money left after the summer, 
you can go on a group tour, such as 
Europe in 14 days organised by firms 
like STA Travel (£1,127). Or wait for a 
late deal — once children go back to 
school, prices for package holidays and 
flights plummet.

DEFER YOUR PLACE
A “gap” doesn’t have to be for an entire 
year. You can defer your place to start 
in the spring, as many universities, 
such as London Metropolitan Univer-
sity, offer January start dates. 

Check with your Admissions Officer 
first, as some courses do not allow 
deferrals. 

Note that a deferred entry only  
means you will be considered for an 
offer for the following year. 

Alternatively, you can apply again —
perhaps to a different university, or for 
a different course.

According to Which? University: “If 
you’re planning to apply to a competi-
tive course, you may find that you  
are in a stronger position if you  
apply during your gap year, with your 
qualifications already achieved, rather 
than applying for deferred entry  
with predicted grades.

VOLUNTEERING ABROAD  
Volunteering overseas gives you a great 
mix of adventure, travel and valuable 
work experience, which will make you 
stand out as a candidate when applying 
to university or for a job.

Go with a company that offers a struc-
tured programme — it is also safer.

Note that these schemes are not 
always cheap — £2,350 for five weeks 
on Operation Raleigh, rising to £3,450 
for 10 weeks, but you will get to work 
in remote communities in some of the 

You don’t have to go to uni just yet   

WHICH? University has some dos 
and don’ts for your time out...

Do: gain some relevant experience.
For certain degree courses, it may 
even be an essential — or at least 
highly desirable — requirement to 
have a year out to gain experience. 
Social work, medicine and veterinary 
medicine are good examples. 

Do: maintain or improve your skills.
Whatever you plan to study, it’s a 
good idea to keep up the skills you’ve 

acquired in your subject to date, as 
well as ideally spending time building 
and developing them.

In order to prove they are well 
prepared for their studies, applicants 
holding offers for mathematics or 
languages degrees who are taking a 
gap year are strongly recommended 
to undertake work that maintains 
their mathematics or language skills 
during their year out.

Do: earn some money to fund  
your studies. University is expensive. 

Using your gap year as an 
opportunity to save up some money 
will only be viewed positively by 
admissions tutors. 

Saving up to fund your studies, 
according to the University of 
Sheffield, “reflects very well on  
you as an individual, as you are 
demonstrating social responsibility”.

Do: spend some time “discovering 
yourself”. This could be time spent 
backpacking round Europe or further 
afield, getting involved in a local 

community project, or even just 
learning a new skill or hobby.  

You have probably been in  
full-time education from the age of 
five, so why not take a break? There 
are plenty of adventures to be had 
while gaining new skills and 
experiences that cannot be gained in 
the classroom.

Don’t: waste it. However you decide 
to spend your gap year, make sure 
that it is a constructive use of  
your time. Don’t just spend the  

year having a good time and not 
doing anything that will add va 
lue to your time at university — it 
won’t do you, or your application, 
any favours. 

The best way to avoid wasting your 
gap year is to ensure that you plan 
out your time effectively. 

Do your research well in advance  
to avoid any unexpected pitfalls, 
such as costs for travelling or 
volunteering that you can’t afford to 
meet, or not getting a work 
experience application in on time.

Want time out? Here’s what to do, and what you should avoid

‘The quality of the 
experience is what will 
improve your chances  
of getting a job’
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careful planning 
will ensure you 
make the most of 
your year out 
before starting 
uni , giving you 
rich experiences 
and benefiting 
your future career
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You don’t have to go to uni just yet    — there’s a whole world out there
Don’t forget to take:

Visas: allow plenty of time for 
these to come through.

Travel insurance: specialist gap 
year global travel insurance will  
cover you for up to 18 months,  
but check any exclusions for 
dangerous sports.

Vaccinations: check travel advice 
and allow plenty of time.

Take your free European Health 
Insurance Card if you are travelling in 
Europe (it is still valid for now).

Tell your bank you are going away, 
and apply for credit cards that do not 
charge excessive foreign currency 
loading fees or high charges for  
cash machine withdrawals (visit 
moneyfacts.co.uk for best buys).

Best travel deals:
An InterRail Pass for one month 

unlimited Europe rail travel for  
those aged 27 and under costs £464 
— but if you limit your travel days  
to seven in that month, the cost  
drops to £238. So plan ahead and 
travel for less.

Round-the-world multi-stop flight 

options range from £385 to £1,500 
with STA Travel (statravel.co.uk), 
which also offers insurance, a  
pre-paid cash card and tours. It  
also has some interesting guides  
and blogs on its website to give you 
some inspiration.

Look out for the student city 
passes wherever you are in the world 
— they can give you a discount on city 
travel and tourist attractions. 

  YOUR GAP YEAR CHECKLIST
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B IRKBECK students are proud 
of the prestigious reputation 
of their University of Lon-
don qualifications — but that 
isn’t the only thing attract-

ing record numbers of students. 
The opportunity to study at London’s 

evening university while using the 
daytime to build professional experi-
ence is vital for today’s ambitious stu-
dents who don’t want to choose 
between career or university.

It is now accepting applications 
through Clearing for certificates of 
higher education; foundation degrees; 
and BA, BSC and LLB degrees across 
its five schools: Arts; Business,  
Economics and Informatics; Law;  
Science; and Social Sciences, History 
and Philosophy.

Students are taught by leading aca-
demics who are active in their own 
fields and whose teaching has been 
awarded silver in the national Teaching 
Excellence Framework. It means  
students learn about the very 
latest developments and can 
apply this knowledge in their 
workplace.

“Engaging with the latest 
ideas and a wide variety of 
opinions is really important 

Evening-taught degrees 
at Birkbeck, University of 
London are increasingly 
popular with those who 
don’t want to quit their 
jobs to gain qualifications

for our students, who come from a 
range of backgrounds, bringing knowl-
edge and ideas from their different 
cultures, careers and experiences,” 
says Dr Melissa Butcher, reader in 
Social and Cultural Geography. “My 
students learn as much from one 
another as they do from me.”

Dr Butcher is part of Birkbeck’s Clear-
ing admissions team this year: “We are 
helping lots of students, who often have 
questions about what our degrees 

involve and what it’s really like to 
study in the evening.”

Birkbeck’s Clearing team is 
available to speak to students up 
to the start of term on Monday, 
October 2. New students are 

invited to workshops and 
events to help them pre-

pare for study and settle 
into the College. 

Work or study? No need to choose

Birkbeck’s facilities include a state-
of-the-art library, arts and performance 
spaces and study support seminars and 
workshops, while opportunities to 
socialise are ample: the College has a 
bar and coffee shops, and students can 
use the sports, swimming, music and 
other facilities at Student Central, the 
University of London student centre, 
next  door  to  Birkbeck’s  main 
Bloomsbury building. 

The College has lively campuses in 
central and east London, giving stu-
dents easy access to the city’s cultural, 
political, legal and financial hubs. All 
of Birkbeck’s facilities and support 
services are geared around evening 
study and are open late. Birkbeck staff 
are used to supporting students who 
are juggling study with work, family 
and other commitments, and under-
stand the pressures students face.

For those who are looking to use their 
time in the day to progress in their 
careers, move into a new area or even 
launch their own business, Birkbeck 
offers support in CV writing, interview 
preparation, entrepreneurship and 
networking through the Careers and 
Employability Service, the in-house 
recruitment service Birkbeck Talent, 
and the Enterprise Pathways pro-
gramme, available to all students. 

George Knoerr, who studies BSc Com-
puting at Birkbeck, said: “Thanks to 
studying in the evening, I am still able 
to work full-time and can progress my 
career on an academic and profes-
sional level at the same time. After 
enrolling, I also found a new job that 
was more closely related to the degree 
I was studying and I could impress my 
new employer both with the commit-
ment I could demonstrate to my career 

TEMILOLA RAIWE, 20, is studying for 
a BA Language 
(Japanese) with 
Management at 
Birkbeck. 

She says: “I have 
the time to get 
internships, 
apprenticeships 
and work during 
the day, so at the 
end of my degree, when I’m looking 
for jobs, employers do not say, ‘You 
spent three years at university… and 
what?’. Having the opportunity to 
get that experience while I study is 

 ‘I CAN GET AHEAD’Modern facilities: 
Birkbeck has a  
lot to offer its 
students and 
services all  
open late

To advertise call: 020 79 38 38 38
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development and also the knowledge 
that I was bringing to the job from my 
study at Birkbeck.”

Eleanor Martin, who runs Birkbeck 
Talent, agrees: “Employers are often 
impressed by our students’ ability to 
combine work and study and value the 
contribution this enables them to make 
to the companies they work for.”

For people thinking of making the 
next step and applying to Birkbeck 
during Clearing, Dr Butcher has this 
advice: “When applying, we want to 
know why you are interested in a par-
ticular course or discipline, and how 
you can show that you have the drive 
and ambition that our students are 
known for.”

Find out more at bbk.ac.uk/clearing 
or call the hotline on 020 3907 0700 
until 6pm today and 9am–6pm 
tomorrow. From Monday until the 
start of term, it will be open Monday to 
Thursday 12pm-6pm and Fridays 
12pm-5pm

        Niki Chesworth
Good progress: student 
George Knoerr
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W
ITH campuses situated 
between Canary Wharf’s 
financial services hub, 
Shoreditch’s creative 
start-ups,  

and an emerging arts and business 
boom in Docklands and Stratford, the 
University of East London’s students 
are reaping the benefits. 

It’s little wonder UEL student Farhana 
Begum, 20, was picked to be one of just 
15 Mayor of London’s entrepreneurship 
interns. “I really wanted to do an intern-
ship for the experience, so I jumped at 
the chance to apply for the Mayor’s 
Entrepreneurship Programme,” says 
Begum, a second-year accounting and 
finance student at UEL’s Royal Docks 
School of Business and Law.

“I’m planning to take 
a year out to do a work 
placement for my third 
year, and I’d like to 
start a business around 
finance in the future.” 

She even got to meet 
the Mayor of London, 
Sadiq Khan, and dis-
cuss entrepreneurship 
in London with him 
and the other interns.

In fact, entrepreneurship is on the rise 
like never before. According to the Fed-
eration of Small Businesses, there were 
a record 5.5 million private sector busi-
nesses at the start of 2016, an increase 
of 97,000 since the previous year.

Which is good news for people like 
management graduate Mahyar Rah-
mantalab. He won UEL’s annual entre-

University of East London students benefit from 
unique experiences and opportunities — and these 
help them to stand out when it comes to their future 

High profile: 
students on  
the Mayor’s 
Entrepreneurship 
Programme meet 
Sadiq Khan;  
inset left, E-Factor 
winner Mahyar 
Rahmantalab 
with his business 
start-up cheque

preneurship competition, E-Factor, 
held at One Canada Square last year.

A BUSINESS LAUNCHPAD
With a Dragons’ Den format and a busi-
ness start-up package worth £20,000, 
it has helped launch the businesses of 
current UEL students and graduates.

Rahmantalab’s business-to-business 
company, Pomegranate, brings top 
restaurant chefs and quality local food 
producers together. 

“The best thing about E-Factor was 
that it allowed me to stress-test my idea 
— now I’m going to go ahead and make 
my business happen,” he says. 

Started 12 years ago, E-Factor has given 
more than 200 students the opportu-
nity to turn business proposals into a 

reality. But that’s not 
all. UEL’s Centre for 
Innovation, Manage-
ment, and Enterprise 
provides students with 
opportunities to net-
work and receive 
expert guidance. 

It’s something that 
m a t u r e  s t u d e n t 
Theresa Yemisi Wil-
l iams has used to 

enhance her studies and turn her life 
around. She has just finished her degree 
in events management at UEL, and is 
looking forward to graduating this year.
Theresa organised a conference involv-
ing several housing associations last 
November. The conference looked at 
an innovative scheme called Housing 
First, which aims to address the prob-

Select the university with the E-Factor

UEL’s drive to combine academic 
quality with entrepreneurship 
opportunities and civic engagement 
has taken root in east London. 

UEL’s Royal Docks School of Business 
and Law operates a community-

focused free legal advice centre. 
People in the community who cannot 
pay for legal advice can get help from 
qualified solicitors and support from 
UEL law students. They have even set 
up a partnership with an autism 

charity in Essex to provide free legal 
help for people with autism, which has 
attracted the support of a national law 
firm who want to lend a hand. 

The centre provides valuable 
experience for students, too. 

  MAKING A DIFFERENCE TO STUDENTS — AND THE COMMUNITY

lem of homelessness — a subject which 
is close to her heart. 

Before coming to UEL, she was strug-
gling to pay her mortgage, but was 
reluctant to ask for help, and ended up 
sleeping in her car for two weeks. She 
has since been given a fresh start and 
now rents a house with her children.

“I’ve been given a second chance at 
education, doing something I love, and 
I want to do a master’s degree, too, so I 

can better help those affected by home-
lessness,” she says.

Zain Umar, 23, completed his LLB law 
degree last year, and won a place on 
the Civil Service Fast Track scheme. 

“It was thanks to UEL’s careers serv-
ice inviting students to an event about 
working at the Civil Service,” he says. 
“The UEL careers team went the extra 
mile for students, getting Civil Service 
staff to meet with us and give advice 

about the application process. They 
also arranged a mock assessment day 
which was great preparation.”

Places are available this September 
in a range of subjects, from bioscience 
and business to education and early 
childhood to psychology and sport.

To start a degree this September,  
call UEL’s Clearing Hotline today,  
8am-8pm, on 033 0057 5599 

Niki Chesworth
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TWO-THIRDS of people believe 
too many people go to univer-
sity because it is seen as the 
“done” thing, and more than 
half would skip university if 

they could get the same job and salary 
straight out of school.

The findings from the Army, to pro-
mote its A-level entry officer scheme, 
probably come as no surprise to any-
one daunted by the cost of a degree.

What may be a surprise is that you do 
not have to go to university to land a 
well-paid job. While some jobs — such 
as becoming a doctor or a teacher — 
require a degree, many don’t.

While those who go to uni do benefit 
from an earnings premium, so do those 
who take the higher apprenticeship 
route — which can often lead to a 
degree or an equivalent qualification.

The lifetime earnings gap between 
the two is just 1.8 per cent, according 
to research conducted by Barclays and 
the Centre for Economics and Business 
Research and in some sectors, such as 
the arts, media and publishing, appren-
tices earn even significantly more than 
graduates thanks to the real-world 
experience they gain while training.

So how do you get a degree without 
the debt?

Spending at least three 
years studying for a 
degree that might not 
lead to a graduate-level 
job, but will leave you 
with around £50,000  
of debt, is daunting.  
Have you considered 
these alternatives?

Having doubts about all that debt?

Rise to the 
challenge: the 
Army and the  
RAF have A-level 
entry officer 
training schemes, 
which could also 
lead to a degree 
minus the debt

For advice on taking your next 
ste call the Exam Results Helpline 
0808 100 8000.

For info on a wide range of 
alternative career paths visit the 
Nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.
uk site or call 0800 100 900.

For guides to apprenticeships 
and on-the-job training visit 
notgoingtouni.co.uk and 
ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk

 NEED HELP TO DECIDE?
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Degree or higher-level apprentice-
ship: An increasing, but still relatively 
small, number of employers offer 
these. Not all of them lead to degrees.

Tough competition for places means 
you may need to withdraw your appli-
cation to university and then work 
while waiting for a place. 

According to RateMyApprenticeship.
co.uk the top employers for higher 
apprenticeships are GSK, Nomura, 
IBM, CGI and Stannah. Other firms 
offering them include Deloitte, EY, 
Barclays and CapGemini.

Vocational professional qualifica-
tions: These top sectors are accounting 
and finance — particularly AAT, which 
can lead on to Chartered Account-
ancy status — which you can start 
at a range of employers straight 
from A-levels. 

These are much more role 
specific than a degree, with 
qualifications usually awarded 
by professional bodies. For 
example, Deloitte’s Bright 
Start Higher Apprentice-
ships can lead to Chartered 
Institute for IT profes-
sional certifications, as 
well as Institute of 

Chartered Accountants of England and 
Wales qualifications.

Degree at a non-traditional uni: The 
other alternative to the traditional uni-
versity route is a part-time, evening-
only or blended learning — a mix of 
online and on campus — at either col-
lege, the Open University or one of the 
newer universities, such as Arden. 

If your A-level results are not great, 
you can start with a Foundation Degree 
and then move on to a BA or BSc. Or 
you can start with an HND, at colleges 
such as Morley College London, and 
then progress on to a top-up one-year 
degree programme. 

The fees are about a third less and you 
can earn while you learn to fund living 
costs, while gaining valuable experi-
ence. Juggling work and study is hard 
work and requires discipline. But pro-
viders such as Birkbeck, University of 
London, specialise in this type of teach-
ing, so will give you lots of support.

‘I’M STUDYING AS AN APPRENTICE’
Nicole Luque, 24, did not get the A-level 
grades she was hoping for, so instead 
of going to uni, she started work in a 
shop, where she found out about the 
Open University’s chartered managers 
degree apprenticeship with the British 
Institute of Facilities Management.  

She admits that working and studying 
requires commitment, but says: “I can 
study around my job and can ask for 
time off whenever it is needed. This 
year, I have already attended three 
face-to-face workshops. 

“During the evening, I talk to tutors 
and other students via the OU’s Chat-
Box system — so there’s a lot of interac-
tion and face time involved.”

‘I WANTED TO GET INTO WORK’
Second Lieutenant Nathan Weaver, 23, 
says: “After A-levels, I wanted to get 
stuck into work straight away, rather 

than go to university as I was con-
cerned about costs. 

“Having passed out from 
Sandhurst, the Army has now 
given me the opportunity to 
study mechanical engineer-
ing at university and pay for 
my three-year degree.”

Both the Army and the 
RAF have A-level entry 
officer training schemes 
(starting salaries of 
a ro u n d  £ 2 6 ,0 0 0 ) 
which can lead to a 
degree or equivalent 
qualification without 

any student debts.
Niki Chesworth

Another route: OU 
student Nicole Luque
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M
OST students want to live 
in halls during their first 
year at uni. It helps them 
to settle and it can be 
easier to make friends. 

The accommodation is usually of a good 
standard and in a convenient location.

While you should not choose a univer-
sity purely because it can guarantee  
you accommodation, it could be the 
deciding factor.

A few universities guarantee Clearing 
students places in halls, including 
Brunel University. “We realise how 
important it is for students to have a 
place in halls during their first year,” 
says Ruth Lucas-Levitt, head of accom-
modation at Brunel. “That’s why we 
guarantee Clearing students a place in 
halls, providing they apply for a room 
by the end of August. 

“Living in halls, you can make friends 
for life or even meet your future part-
ner. And being so close to the university 
support services can help you through-
out your course.”

Do not forget to ask about student accommodation 
when you are talking to universities about places in 
Clearing — or you could find that you miss out

The University of Sheffield and Uni-
versity of Aberystwyth also offer accom-
modation guarantees, but you will need 
to accept a place soon.

If the university offers no such guaran-
tees, then apply as soon as you can for 
accommodation. You may get lucky.

For example, Leeds University allows 
you to apply two days after you have 
accepting your Clearing offer, and while 
there are no guarantees, says “we are 
confident we will be able to help you 
find accommodation” although it warns 
that this will not be allocated until Sep-
tember 6, so you may still have to hunt 
for somewhere to live.

Do not be too picky. Surveys show that 
even those who end up in the “cheap 
and cheerful” budget accommodation 
are generally happy — they are forced 
to meet other people rather than lock-
ing themselves away in their rooms, and 
have more cash in their pockets.

Bristol, for example, had 290 non-
guaranteed applicants last year and of 
these, 190 were offered places at uni-

versity-allocated accommodation. 
Sometimes, you may need to share.

In 2016, a total of 150 students had to 
share a room at the very start of term. 
By the end of November, all students 
who wanted their own room had been 
moved. Some temporary sharers chose 
to stay sharing for the rest of the year. 

The university’s advice is: “Please 
keep an open mind. These temporary 
shares are very short-term, can be a 

great way to meet new people and, 
because you pay a reduced fee while 
sharing, it’s a cost-saving option, too.”

If you still have no luck, you will have 
to find your own accommodation.

If you do not know anyone to share 
with, the Accommodation Office and 
Students Union can put you in touch 
with other students. Some universities 
host special house-mate events, includ-
ing the University of Bristol, where you 

can stay in a hall of residence to meet 
others in the same position.

What about money? Cost is a key fac-
tor. A report by the NUS has found that 
the cost of purpose-built student accom-
modation rose 23 per cent between the 
2009/10 and 2015/16 academic years 
and shows no sign of getting cheaper.

Some students are looking for cost-sav-
ing alternatives, such as house-shares. 
Alejandro Artacho, CEO and co-founder 
of property website Spotahome, says: 
“The increase in costs is driving more 
students to look for cost saving alterna-
tives, such as flat-sharing.”

The cost of student accommodation 
in London varies between £214 and 
£350 per week for a double room. In 
comparison, the average weekly rent 
for a room on Spotahome is £142.50. 
Read the small print: Before agreeing 
to accommodation, check if there are 
any extras to pay for, how much notice 
you have give if you are not happy and 
other terms and conditions.
Paying for halls: Have you got £2,000 
to £3,000 spare? If you are going 
through Clearing, you might have to pay 
for accommodation before you get your 
student loan. Can you manage it?

Niki Chesworth
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You’ve got a place, now where will you live?

Big move: Aberystwyth is one university with a first-year accommodation guarantee
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Boost your 
employability 
at the career 
university

The University of West 
London is officially the 
number one modern 
university in the capital, 
offering career-focused 
degrees that ensure 
great graduate prospects

  UWL SCHOOLS
UWL has eight schools — all offering 
career-focused degrees. 

The London Geller College  
of Hospitality and Tourism

The Claude Littner School  
of Business

School of Computing and 
Engineering

School of Human and Social 
Sciences

London College of Music
College of Nursing, Midwifery  

and Healthcare
School of Law and Criminology
London School of Film, Media  

and Design

their education. In the National Student 
Survey (2017), UWL’s student satisfac-
tion ratings are once again in a league 
of their own. UWL was confirmed as 
best modern university in London for 
student satisfaction, and at subject 
level, Accounting, Applied Sound Engi-
neering, Civil Engineering, Law, Music, 
Nursing and Psychology were all rec-
ognised as the best in the capital.

 
HIGHLY EMPLOYABLE GRADUATES
When it comes to student outcomes, 
UWL is equally successful. Figures 
show more than 97 per cent of gradu-
ates were employed or in further study 
six months after leav-
ing UWL, reflecting its 
career-focused 
degrees, in line with 
industry require -
ments.  

Students benefit 
from talks by experts, 
master classes and the 
option of a year in 
industry or an intern-
ship and/or work 
modules, which are an intrinsic part of 
many courses. There is also a great 
careers service.

UWL also continually refreshes its 
range of degree courses, working with 
industry and employers to ensure they 
teach the skills needed not just today, 
but for the jobs of the future.

It has a new range of highly relevant, 
career-focused undergraduate degrees 
starting this September. 

They include: Cyber Security, Social 
Media Marketing, Business Economics, 
Education Studies, Games Design  
and Animation and Politics and Inter-
national Relations.

The university also prides itself on 
supporting its students. Along with 
peer-to-peer mentoring, personal 
tutors and small class sizes, UWL offers 
a highly supportive learning environ-
ment, producing graduates who go on 
to succeed in their chosen fields.

Students learn in a modern environ-
ment which has recently seen substan-
tial investment totalling more than 
£150m across three campus sites in 
Ealing, Brentford and Reading.

‘YOUR DREAM MIGHT COME TRUE’
Entering Clearing? It could be the best 
thing you ever do.

Suzanne Kalair, 49, 
who is studying Fash-
ion, Branding and  
Marketing (with foun-
dation), found applying 
to UWL through Clear-
ing much easier than 
expected. 

“I missed the UCAS 
deadline and wasn’t 
sure if my qualifications 
were relevant, so I called 

UWL during Clearing,” she says. “They 
recommended a course I hadn’t known 
about and I decided to enrol on it — it’s 
a decision I’ve never regretted, as I now 
want to take my career in a new direc-
tion. My advice is to get in touch, because 
your dream might come true.”

Nikita Dhuna, 22, studying BA Music 
Management at UWL’s London College 
of Music, also applied through Clearing.  
“Don’t stress,” she says. “Everyone 
makes you feel welcome and my course  
is preparing me well for my career. 
Many lecturers have experience or 
know a lot of people in the industry.”

         Niki Chesworth 

TODAY, you have a second 
chance to make a first-class 
choice. If you are going 
through Clearing, or per-
haps applying to university 

for the first time, you can upgrade your 
future by choosing a university that has 
been rated as one of the best.

UWL’s impressive rankings will give 
prospective students the reassurance 
that they are making the right decision 
when it comes to boosting their 
employability and career prospects.

Not only has UWL been named the 
number one modern university in Lon-
don — and in the top 10 in the UK — in 
the Guardian University Guide 2018, it 

also achieved the biggest increase of 
any UK higher education institution in 
both the Complete University Guide 
2018 and The Times/Sunday Times 
Good University Guide. In the Govern-

ment ratings, the Teaching Excellence 
Framework, UWL was awarded a Silver 
for the quality of its teaching. 

With such recognition, it comes as no 
surprise that students are happy with 

Good move: UWL is the top modern university in London for student satisfaction, says the National Student Survey
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W
HAT do you want to 
achieve by going to uni-
versity? Most graduates 
hope that their study will 
lead to a great job with 

the pay and prospects that make a 
degree worthwhile.

However, you cannot escape the news 
that students starting this September 
will be leaving uni with at least £50,000 
of debt, on average, and no guarantee 
of a graduate-level job. If you choose to 
study in the capital, your costs and debt 
will be even higher.

But there is an alternative — one that 
is much more affordable, and one that 
enables you to leave uni with three years 
of employment experience and get a 
head start on the career ladder.

This is why Arden University is seeing 
applications increase at a time when 
overall university application numbers 
are on the decline.

If you are having second thoughts 
about starting at a traditional, high-
debt/low-learning hours university, it 
is not too late to change your mind.

MORE AFFORDABLE
By condensing your learning into two 
or three days a week, Arden University’s 
blended degrees enable you to work 
and gain valuable experience for the 
rest of the week — or you can learn 
online and work full-time.

Not only does this make a degree 
much more affordable (£18,495 for a 
three-year blended undergraduate 
course and £12,825 if you study 
remotely), you can further reduce your 
costs by living at home.

You can also make yourself more 
employable, perhaps by working in the 
sector of your choice on your free days. 
You are earning, you can help fund your 
degree, which means less debt.

SUPPORTIVE TEACHING
On your days on campus, you will ben-
efit from condensed learning — unlike 
more traditional universities where, on 
some courses, your 10 or 12 contact 
hours are spread across five days.

When you are not in the classroom 
you will benefit from that all-important 
personal tuition time, as well as learning 
alongside other students — so you can 
still enjoy the student experience and 
get the support you need.

If you want to work during the week, 
you can opt for online learning with 
support via email or over the 
phone. 

A GREAT NEW CAMPUS 
Arden University has three 
campus facilities in London 
— including Tower Hill and 

If you live in the capital 
and don’t want to move 
away for your degree, 
there is an affordable, 
employment-focused 
and flexible option —  
Arden University

State of the art: 
Arden University 
is opening a new 
modern campus 
in Ealing, with 
fantastic facilities, 
courtyards and 
gardens

Holborn — all close to great transport 
links, making it easy for you to combine 
earning and learning.

This autumn sees the opening of an 
exciting new modern campus in Ealing, 
minutes from Ealing Broadway station.  
With a dedicated computer suite, quiet 
study areas equipped with PCs, break-
out areas, courtyards, private land-
scaped gardens and a light environment, 
students should find this an inspira-
tional place to learn. 

The High Street and Ealing Broadway 
Shopping Centre are close by, so this is 
also a lovely part of London to socialise 
and shop in, as well as study.

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE
Razzel Tayeh applied to Arden to study 
an LLB (Hons) Law at the Tower Hill 
campus after deciding the traditional, 
high-cost degree was not for her. 

Here, she shares her tips on tackling 
Clearing, saying: “It really is not too 
late to change your mind and change 
your future.”

Take a moment to think: Consider 
where you want to be in three or four 
years’ time. How much debt will you 
have? Will you be ready for work? Find 
a course where you can get an educa-
tion and work experience.

Ring up and ask for advice:  
Some universities will accept direct 
applications like Arden, or you can  
go through UCAS. Don’t be afraid to 
call up and speak to them directly — 
some personal advice from their  
admissions staff will help you make  

the right choice.
Keep an open mind: Don’t be 
put off just because you’re not 
very familiar with a particular 
university. There are more 
options than you might 
think, and what you origi-
nally chose over a year ago 

might not be the right 
choice any more.

Niki Chesworth

ARDEN UNIVERSITY offers a range 
of blended learning degrees — which 
include two or three condensed 
days on campus, meaning you have 
time to gain experience in the 
workplace. They include:

BA (Hons) Business, accredited 
by the Chartered Management 
Institute (CMI)

BA (Hons) Business, Human 
Resource Management  
(CMI-accredited) 

BA (Hons) Healthcare 
Management 

BSc (Hons) Computing 
LLB (Hons) QLD
BSc (Hons) Accounting and 

Finance
BSc (Hons) Criminology and 

Psychology 
BA (Hons) Business (Tourism) 

(CMI-accredited)

You can apply today through 
Clearing. There is a team of helpful 
advisers on hand to talk you 
through the learning options and 
the degrees on offer.

 TIME FOR A RETHINK

To advertise call: 020 79 38 38 38
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Words of advice: Arden 
student Razzel Tayeh

To apply 
through 
Clearing, call 
Arden direct on 
020 3797 3143  
or visit arden.
ac.uk/ES to find 
out more
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I
F YOU’RE a Londoner looking to 
study outside the capital, make 
sure you visit your new city or town 
before confirming your place. You 
are going to have to spend three 

years in your new “home”, so you’d 
better make sure you like it.

The great news if you are now being 
forced to consider universities further 
away, is that most things outside of 
London are considerably cheaper, 
from rent through to cinema tickets. 
However, they do vary from city to city, 
so do your research first.

LIFE IS CHEAPER THERE...
The Pet Shop Boys might have famously 
once sung “Go West”, but to save 
money, “go north” are your essential 
watchwords.  

Student.com looked at the most 
affordable places in the UK — and 
across the world — for student  
housing, and based its findings on 
weekly rent. 

Taking top spot for the cheapest stu-
dent city for rent in the UK is 2017 City 
of Culture, Hull. At a budget-friendly 
£85 per week, Hull students spend a 
whopping 50 per cent 
less on rent than the 
national average.

Coming up behind 
are Dundee (£94/
week), Sunderland 
(£95) and Wolver-
hampton (£99), but 
only these four places 
come in at  under  
£100 per week. 

If you’re debating 
Sheffield or Leeds, this 
jumps to £130 per week 
and £137 per week respectively. Or if 
you’re contemplating crossing the 
border, then average rents at Kate and 
Wills’ former university St Andrews 
will set you back £138 per week.

However, that is still considerably less 
than the £278.40 in London. 

In case you are not studying maths, 
here is a quick calculation — £100 a 

If you are going through 
Clearing, do not forget to 
factor costs into the 
equation — it can mean a 
lot less student debt 
when you graduate, 
writes Janie Lawrence

It’s bright up 
north: the 
Waterside 
shopping centre 
and a narrowboat 
on the river 
Witham in  
Lincoln; inset,  
City of Culture 
celebrations  
in Hull

week difference over 40 weeks is 
£4,000 a year. Over three years, that is 
£12,000 less debt from picking a uni 
with cheaper accommodation.

However, much depends on the uni. 
According to GoCompare, the univer-
sity with the most affordable halls of 
residence is Northampton, while Leeds 
Beckett made it into the top 20 most 
expensive universities in the UK (so “up 
north” is not always cheap).

Credit card company Marbles com-
pared university towns across a 
number of different “costs”, and has 
come up with some slightly different 
cheapest university towns.

Overall, it found 
that Lincoln was 
the most affordable 
for students.

It also found that 
the cheapest pint 
was in Lancaster, 
the cheapest kebab 
was in Newcastle 
and the lowest-
priced taxi ride was 
in Belfast. Travel 
passes were just 

£29 in Leicester and 
Loughborough and a cinema ticket a 
bargain £6.50 in Cardiff. Lowest rent 
was Edinburgh at £102.18 a week, while 
surprisingly, a meal out for two was 
cheapest in Bath, at just £38.

However, do not just look at costs — 
try to equate them with quality. Lough-
borough and Warwick, two of the best 
ranked universities, were among the 

Looking to cut costs? Look outside London

most 10 affordable institutions, accord-
ing to GoCompare.

While you are looking at costs, com-
pare them with what you get for your 
money. Check out the detailed online 
Which? Uni guides (university.which.
co.uk/) and type in your preferred 

university. It will give you a detailed 
breakdown of how many UCAS points 
you will need, student satisfaction and 
average graduate salary. Compare 
£23,600 for University of Bristol to 
Anglia Ruskin at £18,000.

Of course, even if you have flown the 

nest, there is every chance you might 
want to visit your family and old school 
friends, so consider how far you will 
have to travel to see them. 

Obviously, the further away you  
venture, the more this will set you 
back. It will soon mount up if they are 
in London and you have based yourself 
in Aberdeen. 

STAY IN LONDON?
It’s not the student experience many 
people want. For some, there is  
no financial choice but to stay at home 
and study. 

If you live at home, your costs will be 
slashed. Low rent or none whatsoever, 
plus no food costs, if your parents are 
feeling generous. London universities 
are also not just among the best in the 
country, but among the best in the world, 
with excellent global reputations.

Lincoln
Strathclyde
Cardiff
Belfast
Leicester
Newcastle
Lancaster
Coventry
Stirling
Aston

Keele
Warwick
Loughborough
Liverpool
Glasgow
Birmingham
Sheffield
Manchester
Swansea
Southampton

  CHEAPEST UNIVERSITY TOWNS 2017

Source Marbles.com
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I
F YOU think you might miss out on 
higher education because you don’t 
have the required entry qualifica-
tions, haven’t opened a text book in 
years or simply can’t afford to move 

away from home or commit to a full-time 
course, then read on.

You may also be under the impression 
that colleges cater only for 16 to 18-year-
olds? This again is untrue. You can now 
return to education as an adult student 
and study for degrees, HNCs, HNDs and 
Access to HE Diplomas in a much more 
flexible and affordable mode than 
attending a university.

That is exactly why Alex Lugonvu 
chose to study at London South East 
Colleges. “I came here to do my degree 
because of the smaller class sizes, lower 
tuition fees and the great reputation it 
has for higher education science 
courses,” he says.

Former stay-at-home mum Ruth Wil-
liams chose the college for completely 
different reasons, saying: “As soon as 
my children were all at school full-time, 
I decided to kick-start my career and 
study for a degree in accounting. 

“It has been the best thing I’ve ever 
done. The tutors are superb; they are 
enthusiastic, energetic and make you 
want to come back for more each week. 

I have just graduated with a first-class 
BSc Honours degree.”

Abdul Muhid chose the college for the 
quality of the education. He says: “The 
best thing about my course is the vari-
ety of projects we work on. I’m 
impressed with the course structure 
and content, and my tutors have  
delivered it admirably.”
Don’t let costs deter you: Studying at 
college is also far more affordable, with 
degree fees ranging from £4,625 to 
£6,165 a year, compared with £9,000-
plus at most universities — embark on 
an accelerated two-year degree and the 
total cost will be just £16,000. In addi-
tion, by living and studying locally, you 
can save on student accommodation 

If you want to return to 
education after a number 
of years away and study 
for a degree flexibly 
around a job or family 
commitments, London 
South East Colleges 
University Centre can help

BEING a mature student without the 
required A-levels for your chosen 
degree does not have to be a barrier 
to success. 

William Boateng, 31, from Balham, 
and fellow student Imogen Bobbit, 
54, from Tunbridge, are both studying 
Access to Higher Education diplomas 
at London South East Colleges in 
order to fulfil their career dreams. 

William plans to study mental 
health nursing at university. 

An advanced learning loan has 
enabled him to fund his studies, and if 
he progresses to university, it will be 

written off. “That means my Access 
year is completely free,” he says.

Imogen, who will be studying 
midwifery at university, adds that 
Access courses can make your career 
dreams come true. 

She says: “It just didn’t seem 
feasible that I could turn a career in 
sales and marketing into midwifery.

“I didn’t have A-levels, but after 
making several inquiries to 
universities, I was advised to take the 
Access route as it could fast-track me 
into university. It’s a lifelong dream 
of mine, and my true calling.”

Ideal choice:  
Alex Lugonvu 
decided to study 
at London South 
East Colleges due 
to its great 
reputation for 
science courses, 
as well as smaller 
class sizes and 
lower tuition fees

costs — and perhaps continue to 
work. 

However, you do not get less for your 
money. The college offers smaller class 
sizes, with more contact time than 
most universities, it has links with lead-
ing employers to ensure degree courses 

meet their needs and 95 per cent of 
higher education graduates progress 
on to higher skilled employment.
If you are 19+, accessing higher edu-
cation could be free: Access to Higher 
Education Diplomas are one-year  
programmes designed to prepare those 
who left school without the required 
qualifications to study for a degree.  
London South East Colleges offers 
these courses in the following areas: 
Business, Computing, Health and 
Human Science, Humanities combined 
with Social Science, Nursing, Science, 
Social Work and Teacher Training. 

Students may be entitled to an 
Advanced Learning Loan to help with 
costs — and if students successfully 
complete their diploma and progress 
on to a degree, the loan will be written 
off — provided the course you study is 
eligible for student finance. 
The time-challenged can learn locally: 
This will be vital if you do not want to 
leave home, have commitments such as 
a family or want to continue with your 
career while studying part-time. London 
South East Colleges has campuses 
in Bromley, Bexley, Greenwich 
and Orpington, all convenient 
for transport links.

WHAT’S ON OFFER
All of London South East 
Colleges’ degrees are 
career-focused. You can 

learn in a way to suit you — full-time 
over three years, part-time, or you can 
accelerate your learning and complete 
a degree in just two years. The degrees 
are accredited by universities such as 
the University of Greenwich, Canter-
bury Christ Church University or Bucks 
New University. This range of afford-
able degrees includes: 

Accounting
Business Studies (including a  

two-year accelerated degree option)
Computing
C o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  B u i l t 

Environment 
Culinary Arts and Entrepreneurship 

(new for September)
Education and Teacher Training
Events and Venues Management
Health and Social Care
Human Resource Management
Marketing
Law
Science (including Biomedical and 

Pharmaceutical Science)
Sport and Exercise Science 

The college also offers foundation 
degrees as well as HND and HNC 
programmes, which can either be 
a stepping stone to a degree, or a 
qualification in their own right. 

If you would like to start your 
degree with London South 

East Colleges this Septem-
ber, call 020 8295 7056 (for 
Clearing) or 0300 303 255, 
or visit LSEC.ac.uk.

Niki Chesworth

2017

 ACCESS YOUR DREAM CAREER

First class: student  
Ruth Williams
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A great new 
alternative to 
university in 
the capital
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AS a qualification, HNDs are 
h i g h ly  re s p e c t e d  by 
employers. That is because 
t h e y  a r e  l e s s  a b o u t  
abstract theory and instead 

are more vocational, providing  
the practical skills needed in the  
world of work.

They are also significantly cheaper 
than a degree, with annual fees of 
£6,000 compared to £9,000 plus at 
most universities, and the other posi-
tive is that they only take two years — 
although you do have the option of 
topping up to a degree.

This September, Morley College Lon-
don — one of the oldest and largest 
institutions of its type — is launching 
its new HND programme of six courses 
designed to give you a strong ground-
ing for your future career.

What is so exciting about this devel-
opment is that Morley has a fantastic 
reputation, having offered specialist 
education and training to adults in 
Lambeth and Southwark for 
almost 130 years. 

It already has some 
amazing facilities, great 
specialist teaching staff 
and a brilliant location 
— perfect if you already 
live in London and per-
haps want to work part-
time while studying.

So what is on offer?

BUSINESS STUDIES
If you’re a budding entrepreneur with 
a great business idea, or you want to 
get the right skills to climb the corpo-
rate ladder more quickly, taking an 
HND in Business will set you off on the 
right foot. 

Morley College London’s course will 
help you to become an effective busi-
ness practitioner and prepare you for 
a range of business-related careers, 
ensuring you are familiarised with dif-
ferent aspects of business activity and 
enabling you to design and implement 
business plans with confidence.

The HND covers everything from 
large-scale business activities, like cre-
ating marketing plans and managing 
business projects, to everyday proce-
dures such as staff recruitment, work-
force management, and interactions 
with external agents like unions, other 
businesses and the Government. 

It’s a great option if you want to run 
your own business, work in marketing, 

Worried about tuition fees and getting into debt at 
uni? Or are you wondering if your degree will be 
practical enough to get you into the world of work? 
Morley College London’s HNDs could be for you

Strong 
foundation: the 
HND courses at 
Morley College 
London will give 
you a good 
grounding for 
your future career

HNDs are equivalent to the first 
two years of a university degree

The fees are much lower than a 
degree — just £6,000 per year

The courses are vocational —  
you learn professional skills that 
prepare you for the workplace

HNDs are a respected 
qualification in their own right so 
you can look for work as soon as 
you graduate

Many universities run top-up 
degree programmes if you want to 
take your studies further

Morley students are some of the 
most satisfied in England — the 
college scored 95.3 per cent in the FE 
Choices Learner Satisfaction survey 
for 2016/17, making it the top college 
of its type in London and second in 
England overall

Morley students are older on 
average than students at other FE 
colleges, so you learn in a more 
mature, focused environment

Morley tutors have professional 
experience in the subjects they 
teach, so you will learn the skills you 
need for success in the workplace

The college is located close to 
Waterloo and Elephant & Castle 
stations, making it easily accessible

HND students at Morley also 
have access to the library at nearby 
London South Bank University

  HNDs AT MORLEY

or become a business analyst or  
consultant.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
The health and social care sector is  
the largest in the UK and set to grow 
further, with an estimated two million 
new employees to be needed by 
2022. 

This important and rewarding sector 
is highly competitive, so it’s vital that 
you get the right kind of training to 
build the career you want.

Morley’s HND in Health and Social 
Care not only provides you with a solid 
foundation in a range of career options 
in the sector, including research and 
analytical skills, but it also offers you 
the opportunity to study in purpose-
built learning spaces, including a  
fully equipped, peaceful complemen-
tary therapy room in a quiet part of the 
college, and a modern science lab that 
is perfect for individual and group 

work in the fields of Biology, Chem-
istry or Health Studies. 

Morley will also help you 
secure a 200-hour work 

placement as part of the 
course, giving you valu-
able real-world work 
experience in your 
chosen field before you 
even graduate. If you 
want to work in mid-

wifery, nursing, child-
care or complementary 

therapy, this is an excellent 
step in the right direction.

ARTS AND MUSIC
Morley College also has a deep histori-
cal connection to the worlds of the  
arts and music, reaching back to its 
origins as part of what is now known 
as the Old Vic. 

Its new HND programme also builds 
on this heritage, with courses in Fash-
ion, Ceramics, Performing Arts and 
Music Performance or Production 
starting this September — all designed 
to help you transform your passion  
into a successful career.

SEE FOR YOURSELF
Find out more about all the HNDs start-
ing this September at Morley College 
London by going to its Higher Educa-
tion Open Day this Saturday, August 19, 
from 12.30pm–2.30pm. Details can be 
found at morleycollege.ac.uk/events

Niki Chesworth
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For Clearing 
spaces, call 
Morley’s Clearing 
hotline on  
020 7450 1889. 
Lines are open 
from 9am-6pm 
on August 17 and 
9am-5pm on 
August 18
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