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THERESA May faces 
uproar over plans to 
give judges pay rises of 
nearly £60,000 a year – 
an increase of more 
than £1,100 a week.

A report commissioned by 
ministers has recommended a 
breathtaking 32 per cent pay 
rise for High Court judges. 
That would see their salaries 
go from £181,500 to £240,000.

The increases have been justi-

fied by claims of low morale within 
the judiciary because of long and 
stressful hours, and a need to 
compensate high earners for a 
series of tax changes to their  
pension schemes.

The combination has led to a 
recruitment crisis and a dramatic 
fall in the number of people apply-
ing to be High Court judges.

But a pay hike of nearly a third for 
judges who already earn £30,000 

more than the Prime Minister 
would spark fury among millions of 
public sector workers – including 
nurses, soldiers, teachers, doctors 
and prison officers – who were all 
forced to make do with rises of 
about 3 per cent in recent months.

The recommendation from the 
Senior Salaries Review Body 
(SSRB) comes at a critical time 
for Mrs May, just over two weeks 
ahead of a Budget that could  
raise taxes paid by millions of 
ordinary workers.

The review body’s conclusions
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as Mail reveals judges are set for 
thumping £60,000 pay rises while
the rest of us watch every penny...
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Here’s to my barn-galow!
By popular demand, 
the humble bungalow 
is being reinvented, 
reports Jane Slade  

Property Mail

upstairs and down.
Retirement developer McCarthy 

& Stone is getting in on the action, 
building two and three-bedroom 
bungalow communities across 22 
of its developments.

A national survey carried out by 
Sarah Beeny’s estate agent, tepilo.
com, revealed that 51  per cent of 
bungalow homeowners were ‘very 
happy’ with their low-rise homes 
— considerably more than any 
other type of homeowner.

Dr Stephen Ladyman, former 
health minister responsible for 
social care and founder of the 
developer Oak Retirement, 
believes that bungalows offer a 
 different choice for those looking 

to secure independence in later 
life. ‘Many older people are wary 
about  moving from a house to  
an apartment, so a bungalow  
gives them that extra sense of 
 independence,’ he says. 

Oak’s £35 million Friary Meadow 
scheme — due to open in Titch-
field, Hampshire, in November  
— will  feature apartments, 
 townhouses and six bungalows, 
with on-site care, a restaurant 
and communal facilities.

‘Living in a bungalow offers  
low-maintenance, safe and eco-
friendly living with optimum use 
of space for ideal comfort,’ adds 
Dr Ladyman. However, he does 

 caution: ‘The downside is that 
they can be expensive, so older 
people should keep an open 
mind and look at apartments or 
well-adapted houses as well.’ 

Two-bedroom bungalows at 
 Friary Meadow start at £485,000.

Retired couple Andy Campbell, 
65, and his wife Pam, 63, have 
recently moved into a Millwood 
Designer Homes chalet bungalow 
at Brambledown in Maidstone,  
Kent, attracted by its unusual 
architecture and extra space. 

‘Our ultimate reason for moving 
was to find a bungalow that suited 
our changing needs,’ says Andy. 

‘We’re both getting older and no 

longer want stairs. The architect-
ure of the home is interesting — it’s 
not a typical new-build. 

‘All the houses are pretty and 
there are only two other homes like 
ours on the development.’

The scheme is now sold, but 
 others are being planned for a 
development in Yalding, Kent.

In Berkshire, Spitfire Bespoke 
Homes has built  a mixed-
 generation development, Jardin 
in Binfield, with six two-bedroom 
bungalows designed for the over-
60s, priced from £445,000. 

Meanwhile, housebuilder Baker 
Estates plans to include bunga-
lows in 80  per cent of its schemes 

in Devon and Cornwall. ‘We’re 
responding to a growing demand 

for bungalows,’ says managing 
 director Ian Baker. 

‘Many new-home builders 
don’t build them as they want 
to maximise the revenue on 
each development. 

‘We want to build a range 
of property types that appeal 
to the needs of all buyers.’

Paul Foorde, 54, and his 
wife Debbie, 52, bought a 
three-bedroom detached 

bungalow costing £565,000 
at Great Court Farm, a Baker 

Estates scheme of 74 new homes 
in Totnes, Devon. 

‘Our home has given us far 
more  space than we expected,’ 
says Debbie. 

‘We don’t feel like we have lost 
volume because the bungalow has 
been designed so cleverly.’

Neighbours Fraser, 66, and Polly 
Nute, 68, bought a four-bedroom 
‘barn-galow’, which, they hope, 
will take them into retirement. 

‘It has two bedrooms upstairs 
and the main bedroom, as well as 
an en-suite bathroom downstairs 
to future-proof later-life living 
when the stairs become more of a 
challenge,’ says Fraser. 

Bungalows are available from 
£385,000.
n  mccarthyandstone.co.uk;  
friarymeadow.co.uk;
millwooddesignerhomes.co.uk;
jardinbinfield.co.uk;
wiltshireleisurevillage.co.uk;
bakerestatesltd.co.uk

A SuRGE in demand for 
bungalows from retirees 
has prompted house-
builders to think out-
side the single-storey 

 rectangular box and design ones 
more suited to modern life.

Expect the mix to include super-size 
 chalet bungalows with space for a lift 
and so-called ‘barn-galows’ — one-and-a-
half-storey homes with bedrooms both Think big: Extra-large bungalows are impressing buyers like Paul and Debbie Foorde (right)

Picture: Tony Cobley
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A walk in 
the park
Easy-to-maintain holiday homes need 
not cost a fortune, says Jane Slade

Property Mail

There’s been a lot 
of talk this year 
about the 75th 
 anniversary of the 
death of Beatrix 

Potter. The children’s author 
was inspired by her child-
hood holidays in the Lake 
District and later bought a 
home in the area.

At her death, she left 14 farms 
and 4,000 acres to the National 
Trust — a gesture that paved the 
way for the creation of the Lake 
District National Park, the largest 
national park in england and now 
a world heritage site.

such is the popularity of the area 
that a small cottage in Ambleside, 
close to Wray Castle where her 

family used to stay on the shores 
of Windermere, can sell for more 
than £350,000.

Britain’s 15 national parks are 
hotspots  for  second-home 
 ownership. Unspoilt, protected 
and far from the hustle and bustle, 
their desirability has pushed 
 property prices skywards. 

But there is a more affordable 
 alternative as company director 
Martin hibbert, 50, discovered. he 
bought a holiday home with his 
wife Karen 11 years ago in skelwith 
Fold Caravan Park in the Lake 
District and escapes there every 
three to four weeks.

‘We did look at buying somewhere 
in the south of France or the 
Algarve, but the travel put us off,’ 
says Martin. 

‘skelwith is fantastic for de-
 stressing — we love walking in the 

hills, there are great pubs and the 
 community is friendly.’ 

Last year they upgraded their 
home to a larger one costing 
£70,000, which is more modern 
and spacious with a walk-in 
 wardrobe, en-suite bathroom, and 
south-facing views through the 
trees to the fells. They also have a 
large deck with a barbecue and 
seating for ten, so plenty of space 
for visiting friends. 

The hibberts pay £4,000 a year 
pitch fees and the park is closed 
between November and March. It 
has a launderette and a shop 
 selling local produce, wine and 
fresh bread. 

Other bonuses of holiday park 
homes are that they don’t incur 
stamp duty and are cheap to main-
tain. Of course, they cost far less 
to buy than traditional homes. 

New ones at skelwith are from just 
£25,000. The skelwith park is 
owned by henry Wild, whose family 
bought the 150-acre site in 1996.

‘Lakeland is a real property hot-
spot for second-home buyers,’ he 
says. ‘holiday parks such as ours 
offer folk the chance to buy an 
 affordable bolt-hole in this  
amazing region.’

S eAvIeW second houses 
 command a premium, 
but at Far Arnside holi-
day Park in the south of 

Cumbria, new holiday homes start 
from £60,000 (annual pitch fees 
from £3,395).

house prices are even higher in 
the New Forest National Park, a 
wildlife-rich former royal hunting 

ground. According to the Fells 
New Forest estate agents, the 
average price for a property in the 
area in January was £459,079.

however, at shorefield Country 
Park in Lymington new holiday 
lodges are available from £114,995.  
Annual site fees at shorefield start 
from £5,297 and include access to 
a health and fitness club, indoor 
and outdoor pools, sauna, steam 
room and spa bath.
n  Skelwith Fold Caravan 
Park, Ambleside lA22 0hY: 
015394 32277, skelwith.com.
Shorefield Country Park, 
Milford on Sea, Downton, 
lymington SO41 0lh: 01590 
648333, shorefield.co.uk. 
Far Arnside holiday Park, 
Carnforth lA5 0Sl, holgates.co.
uk, 01524 701508.

Spectacular sea views: Far Arnside Holiday Park in Cumbria, near the Lakes

sTh
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Spy before you buy
Avoid the neighbours from hell 
by looking out for these telltale 
signs, says MAX DAVIDSON

north yorkshire

£639,500

cambridgeshire

ON the MArket... spick-and-span gardens

A yew-tree arch leads to the door 
of four-bedroom Lambert House in 
 Airton, 10 miles from Skipton. the 
 garden, which overlooks the Dales, 
has a vegetable patch and a stone-
flagged courtyard.
n hunters.com, 01756 700544.

In tHe village of Great Staughton is 
this four-bedroom Grade II-listed 
thatched cottage. A bordered lawn 
and cobbled path are enclosed by a 
pretty picket fence.
n fineandcountry.com,  
0330 333 1060.

£500,000

music or other 
noise pollution. 
In second place 
w a s  b a d l y 
behaved pets, 
and in  third,  
ongoing issues 
around rubbish.

Disputes bet-
ween neighbours 
are notoriously 
c o m b u s t i b l e , 
which is why 
people moving 
house are well-
advised to keep 
an eye out for potential problems. Fore-
warned is forearmed. 

In a perfect world, people buying a 
 property would get to subject their 
 prospective neighbours to detailed cross-
examination before signing on the dotted 
line. It does not work like that, of course. 
But there are plenty of simple precautions 
you can take.

Ask yourself some questions: does the 
house or flat you are viewing share 
 common parts, such as hallways or 
 forecourts, with neighbouring properties? 
If these are a mess, it is almost invariably 
a sign of inconsiderate neighbours.

A RE THERE lace curtains in 
the front window next door? 
It is not a crime, but might 
those innocent-looking nets 

 conceal a nosy parker neighbour who will 
make life a misery?

Neighbours who can talk for England 
are another menace. If you see them 
 loitering when you are viewing the next-
door property, itching to talk, be afraid. 
You could be in for 20 years of tedious 
 conversation about hip replacements and 
holidays in Cyprus.

Is there a BEWARE OF THE DOG sign 
hanging on their front door? It might just 
denote a humourist, the owner of a 
 miniature dachshund. Or it might instead 
portend a brace of slathering rottweilers. 
Worth investigating.

What are the neighbours’ politics? 
 Visible signs of diametrically different 
views — whether that’s an EU flag or a 
Che Guevara poster in the window — 

OUR idea of the perfect 
 neighbour would be Sir 
David Attenborough. If the 
great man is not available, 
then Mary Berry would be 

 considered an acceptable substitute 
— as would Stephen Fry, singer Ed 
Sheeran or even the Duke and 
 Duchess of Cambridge.

Those are the (not so  surprising) findings 
of a poll on neighbourliness by GoCompare. 
Sadly, it did not ask respondents which 
 celebrities they’d least like as neighbours, 

which might have been far more revealing.  
But they did ask which forms of un-neigh-
bourly behaviour people found the most 
annoying, and the results were quite instruc-
tive. Top of the poll was the playing of loud 

might set alarm bells ringing that this is 
not your sort of place. 

And how noisy are they? If you view a 
property only during daylight hours, you 
won’t get much of a clue. So make sure to 
pay a second visit in the evening. 

Neighbourhoods can change at night, 
sometimes dramatically. I once bought a 
flat on a tree-lined street in Paddington, 
blissfully unaware that, after midnight, it 
was a popular haunt for street-walkers 
and kerb-crawlers. Better research would 
have spared my blushes.

Don’t just use your eyes and ears, use 
your nose, too. 

Neighbours who smoke dope or have 
late-night barbecues can be a menace. 
Incidentally, never assume the person 
 trying to sell you the property will be on-
side in your quest to detect bad 
 neighbours. If they are evasive when you 
ask questions, that might be a clue.

Another useful precaution, particularly if 
buying a flat, is to check whether the 
neighbouring property is listed on Airbnb 
or otherwise available for short-term rent-
als. If it is, there is a fair chance that people 
will be coming and going at all hours, with 
all the disruption that can bring.

In Britain as a whole, the spirit of good 
 neighbourliness is still alive and well. One 
of the other findings of the survey was 
that half of those questioned said that 
they regarded their neighbours as friends. 
That is how it should be. 

But there are some truly atrocious 
neighbours lurking in the shadows and, if 
you do not want to be saddled with one, 
you need to keep your wits about you.
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cooking up fun
Retirement villages show 
how culinary courses can 
be invigorating and bonding, 
reports Fred Redwood

Property Mail

Andy Lloyd. In Harrow, there has 
been an Indian cooking demon-
stration with Chetna Makan from 
The Great British Bake Off. In 
Wadswick Green the resident food-
ies write up recipes for their own 
favourite ‘family’ dish to appear in 
the village’s glossy magazine.

At the PegasusLife site at 
Chapelwood, Wilmslow, staff have 
a  back to basics approach. 
 Cookery classes are held in the 
on-site cafe and they focus on 
 seasonal produce. 

One class learnt how to make 
jams and preserves. Another 
 concentrated on vegetables. 

Richmond Villages in Nantwich 
is determinedly retro. 

J eAN GRIMes, 88, is the 
live-wire behind their 
jam and scone-making 
competitions which are 

run as part of their english 
 Country Day, which features 
 Morris dancing, cattle and tractor 
exhibitions and marquees. 

‘everyone gets involved,’ says 
Jean, who was for 40 years the 
 private secretary to the late 
 Marquess and Marchioness at 
 Cholmondeley Castle. ‘There is 
music and laughter but nobody’s 
forced to join in.’

Head of activities Jane-Ann 
stubbs believes that baking does 
wonders for morale. ‘The smell is 
so evocative,’ she says. ‘scones, 
cakes, biscuits or bread all bring 
back memories of youth.’

Berkshire, 50 residents learnt how 
to cook paella, while in Mote 
House, Kent, they are now dab 
hands at ballotine of sole cooked 
‘en papillote’ (in paper).

such activities have health 
 benefits. Research carried out by 
the Centre for Diet and Activity 
found that in the next two 
 decades, there will be a 45  per cent 
increase in the number of over-65s 
and a seven-fold increase in the 
number of people living past 100.

Nutrition is vital to good health. 
Yet, in old age, cooking can 
become a chore. such courses 

help reignite a passion for food. 
Their success is down to the 
organisers involving the residents 
— not lecturing them. 

At Platinum skies’ Monterey 
development in Bournemouth, a 
resident, Lillian, relocated from 
France and was disappointed by 
the bread bought locally.

so lifestyle manager, Alison Le 
Clerc, arranged for her husband, 
Ludovic, who is French, to teach 
Lillian and some of the residents 
how to make sourdough bread. 
There have since been talks on 

healthy eating, as well as Bake Off-
style competitions, Italian nights 
and foodie treats at Christmas.

‘There is a real community vibe 
to our gatherings now,’ says Alison, 
46. ‘Many of our residents have 
been relying on microwave meals 
before moving here and they love 
 discovering real food again.’

The classes help residents deal 
with the challenges of old age. 

Throughout their married life 
sheila smith, 86, has been the main 
chef, while husband, Roy, a retired 
police detective, was by his own 

admission a ‘poor cook’. However, 
Roy has had to take over in the 
kitchen. Thanks to the classes at 
Audley Clevedon, in Ilkley, West 
Yorkshire, his repertoire includes 
sea bass and crepes suzette.

Cooking in a group is also 
 sociable. ‘It’s much easier to make 
friends if you’re sharing an activity,’ 
as one elderly gentleman said. 

Not all the cookery classes focus 
on haute cuisine. McCarthy & 
stone has held a chocolate-making 
demonstration in their Preston 
and Crosby sites with chocolatier 

R uNNING cookery and baking 
classes for the over-60s 
sounds like teaching granny 
how to suck eggs. Yet that is 
what is happening in retire-

ment villages countrywide. 
At Audley’s development in Bristol, head chef 

Nigel Jones leads monthly classes. 
‘I try to make things interesting, but not too 

complicated,’ he says. ‘so we’ll do beef stroganoff 
and off-beat barbecues dishes such as peaches 
in brandy and a side of salmon seasoned 
with  capers.’

At the company’s development in Kintbury, Treat: Andy Lloyd teaches Doreen Thomas and Tricia Clifford at Grove Court, Crosby
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